
 

 

Sunday, April 5, 2020: Palm Sunday 

Mark 11:1-11, 14:3-9 Common English Bible 

When Jesus and his followers approached Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage and Bethany 
at the Mount of Olives. Jesus gave two disciples a task, saying to them, “Go into the village 
over there. As soon as you enter it, you will find tied up there a colt that no one has ridden. 
Untie it and bring it here. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘Its master 
needs it, and he will send it back right away.’” 
 

They went and found a colt tied to a gate outside on the street, and they untied it. Some 
people standing around said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them 
just what Jesus said, and they left them alone. They brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
clothes upon it, and he sat on it. Many people spread out their clothes on the road while others 
spread branches cut from the fields. Those in front of him and those following were shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessings on the coming 
kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest!” Jesus entered Jerusalem and went 
into the temple. After he looked around at everything, because it was already late in the 
evening, he returned to Bethany with the Twelve. 
 
Jesus was at Bethany visiting the house of Simon, who had a skin disease. During dinner, a 
woman came in with a vase made of alabaster and containing very expensive perfume of 
pure nard. She broke open the vase and poured the perfume on his head. Some grew angry. 
They said to each other, “Why waste the perfume? This perfume could have been sold for 
almost a year’s pay and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 
 
Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you make trouble for her? She has done a good thing 

for me. You always have the poor with you; and whenever you want, you can do something 

good for them. But you won’t always have me. She has done what she could. She has 

anointed my body ahead of time for burial. I tell you the truth that, wherever in the whole 

world the good news is announced, what she’s done will also be told in memory of her.” 

 

Discussion Question 
 

Jesus remarks that, in anointing him, the woman with the perfume vase “has done what she 

could” – and we can all do something good whenever we want. What are some ways we 

might “anoint” each other during these times of precaution and "social distancing"? 


