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Stewardship Commitment Celebration 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 

 

1. Pray for the HopeGateWay community, its leaders, its 
ministry and mission, all who are part of the community, 
and your part in our life together. 

2. Read through this booklet, and let God speak to you 
through the words and images. 

3. Pray for God’s guidance as you consider your 
commitments for 2019. 

4. Prayerfully fill out your stewardship commitment card. 

5. Join us for worship on Sunday, November 4 at 9 am or 
11 am. Bring your completed card with you. 

6. Continue to pray daily for the mission of HopeGateWay: 
to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
God. Ask for God’s guidance and blessing. 



 

 
 

509 Forest Avenue  •  Portland, ME 04101 

 

October 28, 2018 
 

Dear Friends: 
 

This Fall we’re exploring what it means to take on the 
spiritual practice of gratitude — intentionally, 

prayerfully, approaching gratefulness as a spiritual practice, with hearts open to the 

transformative power of giving thanks. 
 

One of the things we are most grateful for is HopeGateWay — this community of 

diverse people, united in love, growing in faith, sharing our gifts, extending hospitality 

to the newcomer, celebrating the belovedness of those on the margins, caring for 

neighbors who are struggling, holding fast to a vision of a better world — doing 

justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.  
 

God invites each of us to commit ourselves fully to this ministry, through our prayers, 

our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. With gratitude for all God’s gifts, 

with appreciation for the opportunities and challenges ahead, and with hope for the 

future God places before us, will you offer not your leftovers but your very best? 
 

On Sunday, November 4, you will be invited to make a stewardship commitment for 
2019. Between now and then, please spend some time with this booklet. Look at the 

pictures and study the information within these pages, intended to help you make 

decisions about your stewardship in the year ahead. After spending some time in 

prayer, complete the enclosed stewardship commitment card, expressing your 

commitments for the year 2019. 
 

Please bring this card with you, completed, to worship on Sunday, Nov. 4 — 9 am or 

11 am at 509 Forest Ave.  As an act of worship, we will bring our commitment cards 

forward, giving thanks for God’s many blessings and committing ourselves to God 

through our faithful stewardship in the year ahead.  (If for some reason you are unable 

to be with us for worship on the morning of Sunday, Nov. 4, please try to drop your 

commitment card off ahead of time, or mail it back to us as soon as possible.) 
 

If you have questions or concerns about stewardship, or about any aspect of your 

spiritual life, please don’t hesitate to be in touch.  It is a joy to serve as partners in 

ministry with each of you, and we look forward to 

seeing all the ways that God will inspire our 

ministry and mission in 2019. 
 

In Christ’s love, 

 

 

 

Revs. Allen & Sara Ewing-Merrill 

co-pastors     



 

So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in 
the wardrobe God picked out for you: compassion, 
kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-
tempered, content with second place, quick to 
forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely 
as the Master forgave you. And regardless of what 
else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose 
garment. Never be without it. 
 

Let the peace of Christ keep you in tune with each 
other, in step with each other. None of this going off 
and doing your own thing.  
 

       And cultivate thankfulness.  
 

Let the Word of Christ — the Message — have the 
run of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives. 
Instruct and direct one another using good common 
sense. And sing, sing your hearts out to God! Let 
every detail in your lives — words, actions, whatever 
— be done in the name of the Master, Jesus, 
thanking God every step of the way. 
 

— 1 Corinthians 3: 12-17 
The Message 



Administration, 

$7,750 Programs, 

$13,500 

Personnel, 

$152,772 

Facilities, 

$81,880 

Mission Shares , 

$16,000 

Our Anticipated 
Expenses:
$271,902

Pledges, 

$195,000 

Identified Givers, 

Non-Pledge, $8,000 

Loose Offering, 

$3,000 

Building Use 

Donations, $7,000 

Program Income, 

$3,000 

Bequest Income, 

$4,000 

Rental Income 

185 High Street, 

$30,715 

Youth Ministry 

shared expenses, 

$6,300 

Misc. Income, $600 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Our Anticipated  
Income: 

$257,615  

Our Proposed 2019 Budget 

As it stands now, 

our 2019 budget 

has a gap of 

$14,287. We will 

need to be very 

intentional about 

trying to close 

that gap over the 

course of the 

year. Please pray 

and give 

generously, as 

you are able. We 

trust that God 

will provide! 
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IN PLEDGES FOR 2019 

WILL YOU HELP US 
REACH OUR GOAL?  



 A GUIDE TO GIVING 
Of course, financial giving 
is a personal decision, and 
ultimately that decision is 
between you and God.  
However, the Bible offers 
some guidance about our 
financial stewardship.   
 

Did you know that Jesus 
talked more about money 
and possessions than any 
other topic?  Read the 
Gospels and see for 
yourself!  Then be 
prayerful as you consider 
your commitment for 
2019. Listen to what God 
has to say to you.  Let God 
guide your giving. 
 

The Tithe 
Tithing – the giving of 10% 
of one’s income to God – is 
an ancient custom still 
practiced today by many 
people of faith as a 
spiritual discipline and a 
means of expressing 
commitment to God.   
 

Those who tithe discover 
that giving can be a source 
of great joy, and usually 
they find that 90% of their 
income is more than 
enough to live on!  
Consider taking a leap of 
faith by making a 
commitment to tithe this 
year, or prayerfully take a 
step closer to the tithe, 
using the chart at the right 
as a guide. 
 
 



 
 

 

 



  
Doing justice  •  Loving kindness 
 Walking humbly with God 
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