
The DANGEROUS message of Jesus 

Acts 17:1-15 

 

Big Idea:  We are called to preach/proclaim/teach JESUS, but it is not always easy and 

may indeed include DANGER and PERSECUTION. 

 

Context: 

 

• Acts 17 – The Mission to Macedonia  

o The mission began in Philippi (see April 9 sermon) 

o Two stops are chronicled: Thessalonica and Berea 

o This is the 2nd Missionary Journey of Paul with kingdom partners Silas, 

Timothy and Luke. 

 

** Acts 17:1-15 – Preaching Jesus in Macedonia (stops 2 and 3) 

 

I.  The Ministry in Thessalonica 

 

- Thessalonica was a very important port city in Macedonia. 

- Paul would eventually write two letters to the Christians at Thessalonica. 

- The focus at Thessalonica: the Jewish Synagogue. 

- The strategy: Preach the concept of the MESSIAH. 

 

Paul’s Message: 

 

1st – PROVE that the MESSIAH/CHRIST had to suffer and rise from the dead 

according to the Hebrew Scriptures. 

 

2nd – PROCLAIM JESUS – tell the story of Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

o Birth 

o Life 

o Ministry 

o Death, Burial and Resurrection 

 

3rd – PERSUADE – Jesus is the Christ. 

 

Response: 

 

1. CONVERSIONS 

 

o Some the Jews 

o Many God-fearing Greeks 

o Not a few prominent women 



 

2. CONFLICT and CHAOS 

 

o A MOB is formed and a RIOT follows. 

o The Missionary team’s host is persecuted. 

o The charge is serious: GLOBAL trouble makers and CAESAR defiance. 

 

II.  The Ministry in Berea 

 

- Berea vs. Thessalonica 

- Approach is still SYNAGOGUE focused. 

 

Jews at Berea: 

 

1st – Of more NOBLE character – “open-minded” 

 

2nd – EAGER to receive the message 

 

3rd – BEREAN will become an adjective describing people “who study God’s word 

with courage and care.” 

 

4th – MANY become Christ Followers – both Jews and Greeks (men and women). 

 

Concluding thoughts: 

 

** Reality: The pain and suffering seen in Acts 17 is playing out literally all over the 

world in 2017 – persecution of Christ Followers is still a “thing” and it is increasing. 

 

** Self-assessment: Are you a BEREAN when it comes to God’s Word? 

 

• EAGER: Do I have a hunger/yearning to study God’s word? 

• OPEN:  Is my heart ready to uncover what I might discover? 

• DAILY:  Can this become a ritual for my life? 

 

** Reminder: Paul’s strategy involved proclaiming what is most important: the death, 

burial and resurrection of Jesus. 

 

 


