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Week 2: All !ings New in My Church + Community
DAY 9

NEW AWARENESS
LAMENT + REBUILD

When I heard these things I sat down abruptly, crying and mourning for several days. I continued 
fasting and praying before the God of heaven. Then I said, 

“Please, O Lord God of heaven, great and awesome God, who keeps His loving covenant with 
those who love Him and obey His commandments, may your ear be attentive and your eyes be 
open to hear the prayer of your servant that I am praying to you today throughout both day 
and night on behalf of your servants the Israelites. I am confessing the sins of the Israelites that 
we have committed against you—both I myself and my family have sinned. We have behaved 
corruptly against you, not obeying the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments that you 
commanded your servant Moses. 

Please recall the word you commanded your servant Moses: ‘If you act unfaithfully, I will scatter 
you among the nations. But if you repent and obey my commandments and do them, then even 
if your dispersed people are in the most remote location, I will gather them from there and bring 
them to the place I have chosen for my name to reside.’ 

They are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your mighty strength and 
by your powerful hand. Please, Lord, listen attentively to the prayer of your servant and to the 
prayer of your servants who take pleasure in showing respect to your name. Grant your servant 
success today and show compassion to me in the presence of this man.” 

Now I was cupbearer for the king.

—Neh. 1:4-11 (NET)

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Pray that your heart will be broken through God’s Word for the plight of your community.

2.  Allow your new awareness to move you to lament, and let lament from the Lord give you language 
for what you discern God wants to do.

3. Pray for the church to “have a mind to work,” to get involved in rebuilding.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=neh+1:4-11&version=NET

