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Dear Friends,
There is a lot of news in this newsletter!

Christian
Symbols

There is news about our Andy Griffith Christian Education
class, about using your I.R.A. as a way to give to the church, and
about my dream for a meal after the service on the first Sunday of
the month and much more.
Karen Nenstiel does the newsletter as a volunteer and does an
excellent job. Thanks Karen!
Read this newsletter and enjoy the pictures also. We are truly
fortunate to be able to put together this outstanding publication.
I sure hope to see you Sunday,

“Ark of the
Covenant”

Rev. Chuck Rager

For the Israelites, the
Ark of the Covenant
was at the center of
worship. It contained
the stone tablets of the
Ten Commandments,
a pot of manna and
Aaron’s rod. In the Old
Testament, the ark
was a visible
representation of
God’s throne, or
presence, on earth,
where he communed
with Moses and the
high priests. It also
represents our earthly
bodies, where the Holy
Spirit dwells.
“I play the notes as they are written, but it is God who makes the music.”
~~J.S. Bach
“If you want the peace that passes understanding, you’re going to have to give
up your right to understanding. It’s called trust.”
~~Bill Johnson

T he M e s se ng e r
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Special Dates

Mark Your Calendar
 Confirmation Class, on Wednesday, September 1 at 6:00 p.m.

 Labor Day, September 6, 2021

 Board of Trustees, on Wednesday, September 1 at 7:00 p.m.

 National Grandparents
Day, September 12, 2021

 Youth Group meets on Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.
 Finance Committee, on Thursday,
September 2 at 5:00 p.m.
 Andy Griffith Bible Study, on Wed
-nesday, September 8 at 7:00 p.m.

 Patriot Day, September 11, 2021

 Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept.
15–Oct. 15, 2021
 First day of autumn, September
22, 2021

 Tuesday morning Bible Study
begins September 14, 9:00 a.m.
 Administrative Council on Wednesday, September 15, at 7:00 p.m.

Thank You Notes
Thank you so much to
my church family for the
prayers and the cards and
the calls.
heart!

It touched my

I appreciate your

keeping me in the weekly
prayer

requests.

Your

prayers are helping and
are very appreciated!
Sharen Terry

I wish to thank everyone
who sent notes or food or
flowers or in any way remembered me while I recovered from my broken bones.
May God Bless each & everyone of you.

Your prayers &

thoughtfulness greatly appreciated.

I will never for-

get all the support I received.
Love you all!
Barb Nootz

For many people, the pandemic redefined work, with more employees logging hours from a home office — or kitchen table. Boundaries between job and
personal life blurred, as did any sense of being “off duty.”
Most of us prefer clear divisions between our tasks and time. While such
separations may help with scheduling, they are artificial human constructs.
“Whatever your task,” says Colossians 3:23 (NRSV, emphasis added) —
whether in public or private, family or job, spiritual or worldly activities — “put
yourselves into it as done for the Lord.” Verse 17 tells us to “do everything” in
Jesus’ name, “giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
That means even work and worship interlock. As Rick Warren writes,
“Work becomes worship when you dedicate it to God and perform it with an
awareness of his presence.”

Your Church
Office will be
closed for Labor
Day, Monday,
September 6.

We wish you a
safe and happy
holiday!
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Welcome Back to Ogallala UMC
Ogallala First United Methodist
Church has been excited to see
both new and familiar faces at our
summertime services as our
members are joined by their
families, friends and our visitors. We hope that you will
consider giving a gift to support our congregation! Because we know many people don’t carry cash or a
checkbook, we offer convenient
eGiving options that are secure, fast
and easy to use. You can make a

one-time gift through our online donation page at methodistchurchogallala.com , by sending a text message to 833-985-1824 with the
amount you would like to
contribute (for example, 25),
or by simply scanning the
code below. No matter how
you choose to give, your donations will help sustain our
programs during the fall and
throughout the year. Thank you for
your generosity!

Tuesday Morning
Bble Study Resumes
Tuesday morning Bible Study
will begin on Tuesday, September 14. We will resume our
study of the Book of Exodus.
Even if you were not a part of
the group last year, please know
that you are welcome to attend
on Tuesdays.
We meet at 9 A.M. on in the
Fellowship Hall downstairs.
See Me on Tuesdays,
Pastor Chuck

Our Chancel Choir will be starting again in September. The first
Sunday that our choir will sing is
September 19, and you are invited.
The choir will sing the first and third
Sundays of the month thereafter.
The choir will meet on Sunday
morning at 8 A.M. in the choir room
to practice the music that Karon
Holscher or Karla Lawler has selected for that day.
If you have questions, ask Karon, Karla or me.
I am looking forward to hearing
our choir again and I hope that you
will consider being a part of it.
Pastor Chuck

Th e Me s s e n g e r
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Fellowship and a Meal
As you know, we are having Fellowship Time after church downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.
This has been very well received and folks have truly taken advantage of the opportunity to sit down and have coffee and/or refreshments with one another.
On July 25th the Men’s Group (Known as Cowboy Capital Consultants) prepared
and served breakfast. That was an outstanding event and the men did very well. I am
proud to be a part of that group.
We will continue to have Fellowship Time downstairs after church on the Sundays
that we have persons sign up to host. Another benefit to continuing the practice of having Fellowship downstairs is that I am able to visit with several folks that I might not be
able to visit with if we had Adult Sunday School. You will see elsewhere in this newsletter about a Christian Education gathering that I will lead instead starting September
8.
It would be FANTASTIC if persons or groups would volunteer to care for a meal like
the men did on July 25th. My thought is that if we could have a meal each month on
the first Sunday of the month, that would be awesome! We would have Holy Communion during worship on the first Sunday of the month and have a breaking of bread
(sharing a meal) downstairs together after church. The other Sundays would continue
to be coffee and treats, provided people sign up.
My vision is that we capture and imitate some of the excitement of the early church.
After Jesus ascended into Heaven, the believers had great fellowship and community
together.
In Acts 2:42-47, the Bible says this:
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers
were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved.
Note verses 46 and 47 where it says that they “ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being saved.
Can we eat together with glad and sincere hearts? Can we be as excited for Jesus
as the early church and enjoy the favor of one another like the early church.
I believe we can, and it takes many glad hearts and helping hands to make it happen.
Are you willing to host Fellowship Time consisting of coffee and treats? Are you
willing to care for a meal after church on the first Sunday of the month? If you are,
please call the church office at 284-8455.
Thank You for your participation in these endeavors.
God Bless You,
Pastor Chuck Rager
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
How many times in the Old Testament did
people cross a body of water on dry ground?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Once
twice
three times
four times

Answer: C (See Exodus 14; Joshua 3; 2 Kings 2.)

How many times in the Old Testament do people cross a body of water on dry ground?

T he M e s se ng e r
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Confirmation Class Notice
Confirmation class will begin on Wednesday September 1, 2021,
at 6 P.M., and will be held in Fellowship Hall downstairs.
Confirmation is for young persons in grade 8 and above.
We meet on the first Wednesday of the month.
A parent is expected to attend each class with the confirmand.
Regular church attendance is a key part of Confirmation.

If you have questions,
please contact me.
God Bless,
Pastor Chuck Rager

Andy Griffith and
Second Wednesday
Starting on the Second Wednesday of September (September 8,
2021) , I will be leading an Andy
Griffith Bible Study for anyone
who wishes to attend.
We will meet in the sanctuary
and watch an old Andy Griffith show
that was filmed in black and white.
We will talk about the simple truths
of that episode and connect it to
scripture. Yes, it does connect to
the Bible.
Adults and Youth Group Members are invited to come and be a
part of this Christian Education opportunity and to have fellowship together. This will take place on the
Second Wednesday of each month
at 7 P.M. in the sanctuary.
You are invited!
Pastor Chuck Rager

Solid Rock Youth Group
Solid Rock Youth Group will kick
off the year September 8 at 7p.m.!
Like all other activites youth
group has been affected by Co-Vid
since March of 2020 but we are
hoping to get back to a more normal
style of youth group with activities.
Due to Co-Vid we had to apply to
social distancing with no contact.
We have a great group of leaders including, Ryan and Liz
Holecheck, Jim and Misty Biel, Jeff
Peterson and Nikki Erwin.

If any parents have any questions, please call Jeff or Renee, or
stop in and join us!

September 12,
2021
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Cowboy Capital Consultants

photos by Jeff Peterson
and Dave Fowler

Th e Me s s e n g e r

Sunday Breakfast on July 25, 2021
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Another Way to Help Your Church
Dear Friend,
If you are over 70½, you are eligible to make an IRA charitable rollover to
your church. The good news is that your IRA distribution for your church (i.e. a
charity) will be similar to other IRA rollovers – it will not be included in your
Federal taxable income.
While there is no added deduction for an IRA charitable rollover, avoiding
up to $100,000 of taxable income may save substantial income taxes not otherwise available.

Who may want an IRA rollover? Charitable IRA rollovers will be popular
for these reasons:
1. Convenience – It is a very simple and easy way to make a gift.
2. Standard Deduction Benefit – With an IRA charitable rollover, you
may take the standard deduction and still receive benefits for your gift. Because the IRA rollover may satisfy your RMD, it may reduce your taxes.
3. Lower Tax on Social Security – Because of an IRA distribution, you
may be paying tax on 85% of your Social Security. Using the IRA charitable
rollover may lower your income and only 50% of Social Security is taxable.
4. No Giving Limits – With an IRA charitable rollover, you may give more
than the usual deductible amount.

September 22,
2021

Your IRA charitable rollovers this year could be $1,000, $5,000 or any
amount up to $100,000. I recommend that you discuss the benefits of an IRA
rollover with your CPA or tax advisor.
Cordially yours,
Rev. Chuck Rager
Ogallala UMC

We’ve been waiting so long and it’s finally time!!!!!

Join us for Sunday School starting
September 12th at 10:15 a.m to 11:00 a.m.!
We have
classes for all
children and
youth age 3
through
seniors in
High School!

This is
going to be
one
great
year!

Th e Me s s e n g e r

United Methodist Women
Here’s the latest “buzz” from Bea:
UMW General will resume in September with their first meeting on Thursday, September 23, at 12:00 noon.
Note that this is one week later than
normal, due to the Fall Bake and Craft
Sale on September 18.
The Executive Board will host this
first meeting and serve lunch. All women are invited to attend.
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Plant Sale
The Fall Bake and Craft Sale will
include houseplants!! Perhaps you
have one or more plants that you
would like to say goodbye to and
donate to the sale. If so, please call
Mona Radcliffe (284-4555) so there
can be room to display and sell
them.

Bea also encourages all Circles to
make plans for restarting meetings and
activities this month.

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline to submit articles, ideas, pictures or suggestions for the October, 2021, issue
of The Messenger is…

Monday September 20.

Prayer Chain Requests
To place a prayer request,
please call the church office (2848455), Karen Powell (284-6145) or
Barbara Draucker (289-0502), and
your request will be forwarded
through the Prayer Chain.

You may want to share notes
of thanks, news and/or pictures
of recent activities or an announcement of upcoming events.

PATRIOT DAY
SEPTEMBER 11.

Observing this deadline really
helps us get the newsletter out in
a timely manner. Thanks so
much for your help!
Bring items to the Church Office, or you may e-mail them directly to the newsletter editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com

BE STILL (AND SILENT)

2021
Remember: when you share
your joys or concerns with the Prayer Chain, twenty more people are

We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness.
God is the friend of silence. See how nature — trees, flowers, grass —
grow in silence; see the stars, the moon, the sun, how they move in silence. … The more we receive in silent prayer, the more we can give in
our active life. We need silence to be able to touch souls. The essential
thing is not what we say, but what God says to us and through us. All
our words will be useless unless they come from within — words which
do not give the light of Christ increase the darkness.
~~Mother Teresa
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In

Coming Soon!
we will release
our new website!

The web address methodistchurchogallala.com
is the same and will always be the same. The
look and feel are new and improved! Please
don’t hesitate to call the church office if you
would like assistance in navigating the new site.
After September 6th you can go to the site and
start playing around. We suggest that you click
on each of the links and try it out prior to Sunday
service on September 12th.

Th
s esnsge
e rn ge r
T heeMeMse
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Sept. 5

Greeters
Ushers

Jim & Dorothy Glenn, Ted Slagle
Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis,
John York, Wendell & Ramona Upright
Children’s Time Pastor Chuck Rager
Fellowship

Sept. 12

Greeters
Ushers

Sept. 19

Greeters
Ushers

Sept. 26

Greeters
Ushers

Oct. 3

Greeters
Ushers

Oct. 10

Greeters
Karen Knudsen, Norm & Rhonda Duba
Ushers
Group 8: Bud Haney, Ted Slagle, Tyler Benda
Children’s Time Teresa Davis
Fellowship

Roger & Judi Adkins, Barbara Draucker
Group 4: Roger Rankin, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Bruce Anderson, Mick Nichols
Children’s Time Bea Hatch
Fellowship
Dennis & Teresa Davis, Lyle & Barbara Nootz
Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda, Shawn Haney
Children’s Time Penny Benda
Fellowship
Judy Cross, Doug & Linda Fuller
Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John and Shelia Turner
Children’s Time Ginny Steinke
Fellowship

Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Larry & Doris Keller
Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen &
Janice Cerny, Karen Knudsen
Children’s Time Nikki Erwin
Fellowship

If you are not comfortable with serving in your assigned capacity at this time,
please call the church office so that we may find a replacement.
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ANSWERS
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

Answers to prayers come in various ways,
sometimes in minutes, sometimes in days.
And some take years to fully unfold
the harvest of love and blessings they hold.
Answers to prayers come in various forms,
sometimes in sunlight, sometimes through storms.
Some blossom early, and some blossom late,
but each one will flower — have faith and wait!
~~Helen Inwood, His Mysterious Ways

