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Welcome to our Christmas Eve candlelight service. 
Our service of lessons and carols is designed to 
help every one of us hear the incredible story of 
Christ’s birth and rejoice in all God has done, is 
doing and will do. May your night be full of God’s 
splendor, mystery and presence.
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Upcoming Sermon Series

Back in November, Pastor Drew preached a 3-week series on Genesis 1, 2, 
& 3. Judging by how many people contacted Drew after each sermon, God 
seemed to use those messages to stir many hearts. Since people engaged 
with such vigor and curiosity and since Drew has more to say, there will be a 
second 3-week series on Genesis on January 12, 19, & 26. Please join us these 
Sundays at 9:30. We’ll see what else the Spirit stirs up! 

Spiritual Formation Retreat

We will be offering a two-day retreat on Saturday-Sunday, February 
29-March 1 here at the church. If God stirred your heart during the 
messages on Genesis 1-3, November 10, 17, & 24, you may want to 
join us for this two-day retreat where we will invite the Holy Spirit to 
challenge our “fig leaves” and then create safe space to gracefully engage 
what’s underneath. RSVP by emailing Assistant Pastor Drew Peterson at  
drewp@frctc.org.

Profession of Faith Class

Youth Profession of Faith class will be introduced on January 12th in Jacob’s 
Well.  Drew Peterson will be leading this class for any 6-12th graders who 
are interested in making a public profession of faith around Easter. This is a 
profound moment for them to take ownership of their faith!  This class will be 
replacing the regular Learning Hour classes for these grades until March 1st.  
For more info contact Drew at drewp@frctc.org 

IF Gathering

We are excited to gather with you on February 7 & 8! We believe gathering is 
the spark to fuel discipleship in our city. We are hosting for our sixth year. And 
we can’t wait to gather again because we know women and teen girls need 
space to come before God. We have a desire for authentic, deep connections 
with other women. So come as you are. Come to listen, share, and connect. 
Come experience God with us. We will be meeting in the Intersection Building 
on the Campus of Faith Reformed Church. This is located on the corner of 
Garfield Road and E. Front Street. A banner will mark the entrance. Parking is 
available around the building. 
 
What to bring: We encourage you to bring a Bible and notebook to take 
notes.   Financial Assistance is available. We don’t want you to miss out. 
Please contact Trisha Novak (TrishaN@frctc.org) for a scholarship.
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For more information on what’s happening at Faith, visit our website.

For hearing-assistance pick up an earphone device from the Media/Tech booth.                       f rctc .org

 Star of Bethlehem

                            Advent Symbolism in our Sanctuary  

Our sanctuary is filled with symbolism during this Advent season. The cross 
and manger scene on stage connect the birth of Christ with His ultimate 
earthly purpose: to offer His life as a ransom for our eternal salvation. The 
colors white and silver offer a poignant reminder that Jesus left the holy 
grandeur of heaven to inhabit the harsh, humble reality of earthly existence 
as a human babe. And the Bethlehem silhouettes transport us to His 
birthplace over 2,000 years ago. The liturgical color for Advent is purple - 
Christ’s royalty as “King of Kings.” During this Advent season, we await with 
expectation, the coming of Christ; in the flesh in Bethlehem, in our hearts 
daily, and in glory at the end of time.

Prelude:                                                                                                                                                                     
    For Unto Us a Child is Born/Joy to the World                 Ruth Selby - organ
    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel        Michala Jamison - violin

First Lesson & Wreath Lighting: John 1:1-5                                      Drew Poppleton
*Carol: O Come All Ye Faithful  (verses 1, 2 & 3)

*Second Lesson: John the Baptist - Luke 3:4-6, John 3:28-29     Drew Peterson/Craig Wesley
*Carol: Joy to the World!  (verses 1, 2 & 4)

Third Lesson:  Jesus is born - Luke 2:1-7                Scott Bills & Linda Haulbold/Brenda DeKuiper                 
4:00 pm: Children’s Message by Pastor Drew Poppleton
6:00 pm: What Child is This? (verses 1, 2 & 3)

Offering: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear  (Duet)                 Chris & Ruth Selby

Fourth Lesson: The Shepherds - Luke 2:8-16                       Scott Bills & Victoria Koro/Kari Feiger
*Carol: Angels We Have Heard on High (verses 1, 2 & 3)

*Fifth Lesson: The Child King - Isaiah 9:2-7                      Drew Poppleton
*Carol: The First Noel (verses 1,  5 & 6)

Christmas Message        Drew Poppleton

Song: O Holy Night (Duet w/ organ)            Steve Lee & Stephanie Wesley

Sixth Lesson: Parting in Peace & Praise - Luke 2:17-20                    Linda Haubold/Scott Bills
*Carol: Silent Night (verses 1, 2 & 3)

Benediction

Postlude: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring                                Ruth Selby

*Please stand if you are able

During Silent Night, we will be lighting candles. In order to prevent wax 
spillage, please keep the following advice in mind: lit candles should always 
remain upright. Never tilt a lit candle in order to light an unlit candle. 
Instead, always light unlit candles dipping the unlit wick into a lit candle’s 
flame.

  CANDLE LIGHTING INSTRUCTIONS 


