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Dear Friends, 
 
Isaiah 64:1 - Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would tremble before you!   
 
Jeannette and I recently came across this verse during one of our morning devotion and prayer times.  It seems that 
the prophet Isaiah was calling out to God for Israel with all of his heart, soul and might.  There is a sound of 
desperation in this verse that seems to communicate to God "don't just look down, come down and do something 
visible, impacting, and dramatic".  This verse really spoke to us that morning in that we had a lot of issues on our 
plate in which we needed God's intervention.  We then proceeded to pray out loud and ask God to rend the heavens 
over Thailand, rend the heavens over issues in the local churches here, rend the heavens to give us help and 
guidance in our Business As Mission's endeavor.  Rend the heavens and come down to speak and help our children 
and grandchildren, rend the heavens and help us have a right heart and attitude about Him and all that we 
encounter in this life. 
 
In further contemplating this idea that God has already rent the heavens when He came and was born as a man and 
paid the debt and took the consequences of our sin on the cross, heaven and hell and the very earth were shaken 
when Jesus uttered the words "It is finished".  A few days later, he rent the heavens by his bodily resurrection and 
things really got shaken when he sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in the hearts of believers in Acts chapter 2.  This, 
however, was not the end of his interaction and intervention with us.  In fact every day he is rending the heavens 
and supernaturally interacting with his people and bringing about his will upon the earth. 
 
Here in Thailand Christians generally take advantage of people’s interest in Christmas by doing evangelism.  One of 
the churches we work with decided to do an open air meeting in a community space of the village we are in.  To be 
honest with you, I was not all that excited about the amount of work and money we were going to spend to make 
this happen as results in the past have been minimal.  There is a lot of work involved in setting up a stage, sound 
system and refreshments for those who might attend. In this case too, they were going to do a drawing for gifts for 
children. The young people in the church were going to do some dancing and the pastor was going to preach.  I 
dropped by in the afternoon to help and they had about 150 chairs set up outside and I thought to myself that should 
be more than enough.  That night, however, they had to make a mad scramble for more chairs, refreshments, etc 
because over 300 people came.  The pastor shared the gospel and dozens of people raised their hands as 
interested.  Fourteen of them came and filled out some forms and said they would be at the church the next day. 
The next day, I happened to be preaching and was gratified to see that indeed all of these people were at church.  
They were all different kinds of people from different social, ethnic and economic groups.  Most of them were people 
from the Shan group from Burma who were in the country temporarily working at a local factory.  They said they had 
never heard the story of Jesus before the previous night.  Three of them were ethnic northern Thai ladies in their 
60’s.  Thank you Lord for rending the heavens over the village. 
 
Last week I had the privilege of traveling to a Karen tribal village north of Chiang Mai about 3 hours.  I had been 
invited by Joel Lillie, a missionary here and a Karen pastor who overseas several churches in the area.  The night 
before we were to leave for the village, I woke up and had a strong impression from the Lord that God wanted to 
heal the broken hearted.  I scribbled this thought down and stuck it in my Bible.  The next day I searched out verses 
in the Bible with this theme. We arrived in the village at about 3 pm and rested for a bit and then had a nice meal of 
fish and local vegetables with some of the Christians there. The village has about 60 families but only about 6 of 
those families were Christians.  That evening another missionary who traveled with us was going to teach on how 
God wants to be glorified through our lives and families.  He did a great job using the scriptures and simple 
illustrations to explain the concept.  They had a translator lined up to go directly from English to Karen but the 
person did not show up so I translated to Thai which everybody there understood.  After the service we had special 
prayer for people and I also asked if anyone felt as if their heart was broken over a relationship, disappointment or 
some trauma in their life.  No one responded openly but there was one man about age 40 whose shoulder was 
slumped and his clothes were disheveled.  He also looked down at the floor most of the time.  We were able to have 
a prayer with him and the next morning at church his countenance had changed.  He smiled and shook our hands.  
That morning I again translated for the first session and then preached a message during worship time.  I somehow 
felt that there was still someone very broken who needed prayer.  I again made an announcement about that and 
still no response.  We then had lunch with the villagers which turned into a time of prayer and ministering to those 
who were sitting nearby.  Finally, one lady came over and her friend said that this lady’s heart is broken. She did not 
respond to the offer of prayer during the teaching because she had been working in the kitchen the entire time we 



were there.  It seems that this young woman had 3 children and her husband had left her for another woman 3 years 
ago and had not given her any assistance or visited their children.  That is an extremely difficult situation for a 
woman living in a rural village in Thailand.  She had decided to remain faithful to him until the Lord released her.  
After we had talked and prayed with her, I realized that again, God had rent the heavens and sent someone to 
minister to one of his hurting children.   
 
The custom with Karen believers is that when a visiting teacher comes, they want you to go from house to house 
and pray for their families and have a bite to eat. Each family sets out a full meal and explains what their needs are 
and what God is doing in their lives.  Then everybody in attendance prayers out loud together and then one person 
closes.  You have to learn to pace yourself and eat just enough to honor your hosts.  During the visits on this trip, I 
was made aware again that people have many of the same issues all over the world.  That particular day, one family 
was grieving the loss of a beloved daughter-in-law and a severe illness of one of their sons.  At the same time they 
wanted to thank God for blessing them with a good harvest and money to upgrade their home.  Another family was 
obviously having marital problems. The wife was very anxious about money and the future and the husband was 
very discouraged that he could not provide adequately for his family.  He also was disheartened because his wife 
was worried and he was at a loss how to make things better. It was a blessing to those families as we and the local 
Christians crowded into their small homes to love and encourage them.  May God rend the heavens and help his 
people. 
 
As many of you know, we and are son Elijah have a used car business and garage a Business As Mission (BAM) 
platform.  We have struggled along for several years now and we have seen significant growth in our Christian staff 
and we know that we are having an influence on the pre-Christians also. This has been a very challenging endeavor 
trying to run a business in a foreign country.  We also have to face economic realities that to continue we have to be 
financially viable.  So please pray for us because 2019 is our make or break year.  Pray that if the Lord wants us to 
continue with this that there would be some breakthrough and the whole operation will bear fruit for the Kingdom.  
Please pray that God would rend the heavens on our account.   
 
Jeannette and I are doing well and are blessed to have 2 of our children Elijah (and wife Jessica) & Rachel here in 
Thailand as well as 3 grandchildren.  We appreciate prayers for our other kids Hannah (and husband Christian) and 
Sam who are living in Irvine, California (in my opinion a very strange place ). 
 
My mother, Pam. passed away on Nov.26th.  She was 87 years old with Alzheimer and was living in Yuma, AZ at a 
very nice memory care facility called Emerald Springs.  Laretta Shrader and some people from First Christian 
Church in Yuma got together to have a small memorial service for her.  Our daughter Hannah and our son Samuel 
were also able to drive over from California to take part.  Here in Thailand, we have been very blessed that the Thai 
churches that we work with came over one evening, sang and prayed and encouraged us as well as talked about 
Mom.  She used to love to attend Thai church and although she did not understand a word, she did love the upbeat 
music, clapping and being among people (she lived out here with us for 3 years).  Our mission group here also got 
together at our home and prayed, sang hymns and reminisced about Mom and her life.  It was been a good time 

and has helped us to remember the preciousness of the body of Christ 
during difficult times.  We have also received emails and phone calls from 
many of our friends on Mom's side of the family in the USA.  Everybody 
has been very kind in sharing their good memories of my mother. 
 
We were blessed with time back in April and May of last year to visit Mom 
on a daily basis for nearly a month while we were in Yuma.  Although she 
did not recognize me, they were very sweet times of spending time 
together, listening to old hymns and taking her outside where she enjoyed 
the sunshine, birds and fresh air.  I felt like that was the last time that I 
would see her on this earth and therefore in a way said our goodbyes. 

 
We would like to thank all of you for your financial and prayer support for these many years here in Southeast Asia.  
We are an extension of your outreach and may the Lord account to you a portion of all the fruit of the things you 
have invested in. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Walter & Jeannette 
 



Teaching and ministering at a Karen tribal village: 
 

     
 
 

    
    
     

      
 
   
 

    
Kingdom of God-1 church ladies singing a special  Kids leading worship at Kingdom of God-2 church 
 
     
     



   
 Walter speaking to YWAM students training in Chiang Mai        Sharing with interns studying Business As Missions 
 

 
Preaching at a Lisu birthday prayer service. 
 
 
 


