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Dear Friends, 
 
We just finished a very interesting weekend with the Thai church here.  As you may recall, just 2 years ago we 

moved into our new small church building.  Previous to that we had asked permission to build a church in a local 

Thai community.  Although this is not a requirement here, it was done as a courtesy to the village.  The meeting to 

consider our request was taken to the local temple and 3 different times it was voted down.  We later found out that 

only a small number had attended and most of them were elderly.  In true local fashion it was decided to go with the 

original plan and build the building and just keep it very low profile with the idea of slowly integrating into the 

community.  During this period we have had a couple of Christmas party/outreaches, etc. for the community and 

have been accepted by the majority of people and the local leadership.   

 

This year, in conjunction with CBN Thailand (Christian Broadcasting Network), we did a medical clinic outreach at 

the church building on a Sunday.  The week previous to this, we had handed out flyers all though the community 

and the local market as well as having the headman make an announcement over the community public address 

system.  We met for a church service at 7am, where I gave a short message and then we had a traditional Thai 

breakfast of boiled rice and minced pork.  The church had been arranged with about 10 different stations with 

church members and CBN volunteers at each table.  We had a reception with initial screening and taking blood 

pressure, weight, etc. as well as some actual on-site blood tests and cancer screenings.  There were 3 doctors 

doing general examinations and distributing basic medications.  There was also a side room set up for acupuncture 

treatments.  Outside, 3 of our church members were also giving free haircuts.  In front of the church there was a 

station set up for prayer, counseling, and evangelism.  As people came through, each one would visit this station 

that was manned by 6-8 of us who would take them to the side and sit with them and ask them what their needs and 

problems were.  We then asked if they had heard the good news about Jesus Christ.  We prayed with them (a new 

experience for all of them) and shared a short gospel message.  Almost everyone appreciated the love and concern 

that was shown.  At the end of the day, I was astounded that we had 128 people from the village go through the 

clinic-- and we had 20 decisions for Christ, with 10 others who were interested.  We gathered the names and phone 

numbers of these 30 people and the church actually started on follow-up work the next day.  Although we don’t 

know what will come of this, we are very excited, feeling that God had indeed moved greatly among this local 

community. 

 

Three weeks previous to this, the church held a family camp at a small facility outside of town.  The core group of 

church members here is really committed to doing evangelism.  Therefore, they had church members invite pre-

Christians to the camp. We had 112 people that attended from Friday evening to Sunday noon.  The time was filled 

with a lot activities including worship, workshops, and fun and games as well.  My role consisted of teaching 2 

sessions on marriage. I focused on the basic idea found in Genesis 2:24, “Therefore a man shall leave his father 

and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh”.  This is a key issue here due to the fact that 

in-laws and relatives sometimes get involved in a new family’s affairs in a way that is not always constructive (I’m 

being diplomatic).  There is still a strong culture here of honoring your parents but the boundaries are not always 

clear.  I basically taught how a man is to leave and cleave to his wife, create a new family, and build a legacy of 

raising Godly children and valuing your spouse above all others.  These sessions got very interesting when it was 

opened up for questions at the end.  Many questions centered around what to do when your own parents or in-laws 

wanted you to take part in spirit ceremonies or bowing down to local idols, etc.  Most of the time, I just let others in 

the group tell their experiences and they taught and encouraged each other.  One couple in particular was doing a 

lot of talking between themselves as the lady was a new Christian and the husband had not yet accepted Christ.  He 

actually asked some of the most thought provoking questions, and you could tell that the concepts being discussed 

were earth shaking and counter-culture to his worldview.   

 

I want to clarify that the above testimonies about these happenings are not instigated, led, or organized by us.  I 

actually don’t have (intentionally) an official position in this church.  This is an indigenous, self-supporting group 



where I am a member.  I do teach and preach regularly but hold more of an advisory role.  (By the way, they don’t 

always ask my advice 😊).    

 

I recently was asked to serve on the board of a local group that does outreach with children in schools, etc.  I have 

only been to a couple of meetings so far, but I have been impressed with the dedication of the staff and the scope of 

their work.  Although they are affiliated with a much larger non-denominational organization, right now this group 

only consists of 3 ladies with a lot of heart and a Toyota pickup.  I see tremendous potential, and I just pray that God 

will give me wisdom to assist them anyway I can. 

 

Our BAM (Business As Missions) ministry has had a lot of issues with staff lately.  We have lost 3 key people who 

have worked with us for some time due to different reasons.  One in particular was pretty heartbreaking as he was a 

Christian and had to be let go for falsifying some receipts (very prevalent here), etc.  This was especially difficult for 

me as I worked very closely with him and considered him (and still do) a friend.  Please pray that God will redeem 

this situation and use it for His glory. 

 

We are excited that we are going to be in Orange, California on Dec 31st for our youngest son, Samuel’s (age 25) 

wedding to a lovely Christian girl, Gina DeSon.  We will not be in the states very long, just until the 3rd week of 

January.  We will then be coming back to Thailand to get ready for a second wedding.  Our oldest daughter Rachel 

(age 32) is getting married on February 8th to Graham McCulloch, who is British and also a dedicated Christian.  

Needless to say, it has been and will be a busy few months ahead-- but we feel very blessed that God has provided 

godly spouses for all our children. 

 

Jeannette and I are doing well other than the basic trials of life and maintenance on our aging bodies.  We won’t 

bore you with the details because many of you who are reading this are dealing with the same issues.   

 

We do want to thank you for your prayers and financial support that has allowed us to serve these many years in 

Asia.  May the Lord multiply to you many times over all that you have committed to him. 

 

Blessings, 

Walter & Jeannette Ridgley 

 

Below are a few pictures from the medical outreach at our Thai church. 

   

    


