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Jeannette and I were invited to share on a Sunday morning at Mr. Tung’s church.  Mr. Tung works with us on a daily 
basis as do 6 other members of his church fellowship.  It is a small group of about 30-40 people but they make up for 
their numbers in enthusiasm.  The teaching time is always preceded by a very long worship time of about 30 min to an 
hour.  On this particular Sunday, a lady right in front of us got on her knees just as the music started and lifted her 
hands in worship and sang with deep adoration for the Lord for the entire time.  Our experience has been that where 
the Lord is truly worshiped like this you can actually bask in His presence.  It is also much easier to teach and preach if 
the spiritual atmosphere is properly prepared (God indwells the praises of his people).  I felt that the Lord had given me 
a very strong word to share about pressing forward and not looking back.  As I began to preach it, I felt the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit in our midst and I knew that God was at work. When I finished, prayed and sat down, the lady who is 
currently leading the fellowship there got up and gave a short invitation for those who were interested to receive Christ.  
Four women and one young man came forward.  God had deeply touched these people and the 4 ladies accepted 
Christ publicly.  The young man was Mr.Aek.  I wrote about him in my January newsletter that he was being terribly 
persecuted by his wife and family who are Buddhist to the point that he felt like it was almost impossible to go on.  He 
came forward that day having resolved that he was not turning back and he was going to follow Christ no matter what.  
Please pray for Mr. Aek as the resistance to his faith continues and he is going through a very difficult time.  He is a 
wonderful young man with tremendous potential and a desire to learn. 
 
Mr. Tung is the office manager at our BAM (Business As Mission) car business.  Although we do devotions and have a 
worship time there weekly, the bulk of the ministry really takes place on a day to day informal basis.  The other day, 
Mr.Tung was talking to a couple of the young men and when he finished, I asked him what was going on.  He started to 
tell me about their problems, finances, their personal lives and their faith.  He went on to tell me about another 
coworker and his wife who had come to his home for 2 hours the evening before.  They were seeking guidance for their 
family and prayer.  It suddenly dawned on me that Mr. Tung had a very viable ministry without even knowing it.  He had 
taken our business platform and done exactly what we had been hoping to do for the past several years.  I told him I 
was so excited to see him take up the mantle as a leader for his own people.  In our mission context, it is very rare for 
someone to grasp the vision and move forward on their own.  I told him it made a missionary get excited to see this 
happening.  Please pray for wisdom for Mr. Tung. 
 
Jeannette has worked tirelessly (not literally-she gets pretty tired. ) working with the two ladies in accounting and 
administration.  Both of these ladies are Buddhist and she has shared her faith and modeled her faith on a day to day 
basis for several years.  One lady, Mimi, is a strong Buddhist and although she listens and seems to understand, she 
has not made any indication that she wants to become a Christ follower. In her worldview, all religions are good and 
they are all basically the same. This attitude is very prevalent in the culture we live in.  No real hostility towards the 
Gospel yet, also minimal response to it.  The other morning before we went to work, Jeannette and I sat and prayed for 
everyone.  Later that morning, a European man came in to pay an outstanding bill.  He looked at Jeannette and asked 
if we only hired Christians.  Jeannette told him that no, the 2 ladies there were Buddhist.  So the man turned to Mimi 
and proceeded to ask her about her beliefs, and shared his own conversion experience (he was a former drug addict).  
This opened up an opportunity to share more in depth with her and clarify some things she was confused about.  The 3 
of them talked for over 40 minutes and finally the man had to go.  Jeannette and Mimi continued the discussion for 
another 20-30 minutes.  Mimi has been with us for 5 years and we have been praying for God to reveal Himself and 
His truth to her.  Please pray for Mimi.  Please also pray for the other young lady (her name is Best).  She has been 
working with us for just a few months but we are praying that she may also come to know our Lord and Savior. 
 
I have been thinking a lot lately about perseverance over the long haul.  I have never really adequately appreciated 
those who just keep moving forward, doing the right thing, serving without accolades, and just doing what it takes to get 
the job done.  I, like others, have been more impressed with the movers and shakers, the highly visible and gifted ones 
who are among us.  I do thank God for those kind of role models but as I get older, the Lord is teaching me to thank 
God for those show up, never quit, find a way for things to work in difficult situations, all while keeping a Christ-like 
servant attitude.  If you are one of these, I would just like to say “Thank You”.  The problem is that you may not even 
recognize that you are one of those because you serve with humility with little expectations of acknowledgement or 
reward .  I am confident that at some point your reward will be great and even sweeter in that you did not seek it or 
expect it. 
 
Jeannette and I have been very blessed to work in places where successes have been few and progress slow.  I know 
this sound funny but it has taught us to just keep moving forward no matter what the outward circumstances may be 
indicating (2 Thessalonians 3:13 / Galatians 6:9).  We have also been blessed to have friends and mentors who have 
been a great example and encouragement to us.  I am happy to say that we are now starting to reap some of the 
things that we have sown over our time on the mission field.  It is not spectacular but we can now see adults that we 
influenced as children.  We can see those who were weak in their faith now stronger.  We can see God’s hand working 



overtly in people like Mr. Tung and Mr. Ake and we are confident that He is covertly working in the lives of Mimi, Best 
and many others like them. 
 
We deeply appreciate your prayers and support for our work here in Southeast Asia. 
 
Blessings,  
 
Walter & Jeannette Ridgley 


