
What do these stones 
mean?

Joshua 4:1-8



“God has wisely kept us in the dark 
concerning future events and reserved for 
himself the knowledge of them, that he 
may train us up in a dependence upon 
himself and a continued readiness for 
every event.”  Matthew Henry



Joshua 3:5 Then Joshua said to the 
people, “Consecrate yourselves, for 
tomorrow the LORD will do wonders 
among you.”



7 Now the LORD said to Joshua, “This day 
I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all 
Israel, that they may know that just as I 
have been with Moses, I will be with you.



Memorials tell of God’s Past
•Abraham – promises of heritage
• Jacob at Bethel 
•Moses – Passover (Feast) & Manna (Pot)
•Esther – Purim deliverance



“The only way to get rid of your past is to 
make a future out of it. God will waste 
nothing.”  Phillips Brooks



Joshua 4:1,2 Now when all the nation 
had finished crossing the Jordan, the 
LORD spoke to Joshua, saying, “Take for 
yourselves twelve men from the people, 
one man from each tribe, 



3 and command them, saying, ‘Take up for 
yourselves twelve stones from here out of 
the middle of the Jordan, from the place 
where the priests’ feet are standing firm, 
and carry them over with you and lay them 
down in the lodging place where you will 
lodge tonight.’” 



Joshua 3:13 It shall come about when the 
soles of the feet of the priests who carry 
the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the 
earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, 
the waters of the Jordan will be cut off, 



When the first shoe hit or the last shoe?



4 So Joshua called the twelve men whom 
he had appointed from the sons of Israel, 
one man from each tribe; 



5 and Joshua said to them, “Cross again 
to the ark of the LORD your God into the 
middle of the Jordan, and each of you 
take up a stone on his shoulder, according 
to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Israel. 



Jordan River flooding - 2005 - carry a big rock?



Memorials tell of God’s Present 
•12 Stones from the middle of the Jordan
•Not from easy side OR delivered side – FLOOD!
•God is meeting their needs – as with Moses
•God is meeting with them – Victory of Canaan



“Live thoughtfully today and you won't 
have to live regretfully tomorrow.” 
Woodrow Kroll



6 Let this be a sign among you, so that 
when your children ask later, saying, 
‘What do these stones mean to you?’ 



7 then you shall say to them, ‘Because the 
waters of the Jordan were cut off before 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when 
it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the 
Jordan were cut off.’ So these stones shall 
become a memorial to the sons of Israel 
forever.”



Joshua 3:7 Now the LORD said to Joshua, 
“This day I will begin to exalt you in the 
sight of all Israel, that they may know 
that just as I have been with Moses,
I will be with you.



Memorials tell of God’s Future
•Hope in God from His history!
•What God has done – He can do!
•What God has done – He will do!



“The future is as bright as the promises 
of God.”  William Carey



The unknown future 
is only unknown to us!



Proverbs 3:5,6 “Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding.  In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.”



Joshua 3:4 However, there shall be 
between you and it a distance of about
2,000 cubits by measure. Do not come 
near it, that you may know the way by 
which you shall go, for you have not 
passed this way before.”



Our Lessons
•Our Past:  Others have gone before – Heb 11
•Our Present:  Joshua 3:4 – “not passed…”
•Our Future: Memorial forever Joshua 4:7

“So these stones shall become a 
memorial…forever”



“Leave the broken, irreversible past in 
God's hands, and step out into the 
invincible future with Him.”  
Oswald Chambers
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