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Big Picture Chart
2000 BC – Abraham 
1500 BC – Moses
1000 BC – David 
500 BC – Ezra/Nehemiah
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Prophecy of Captivity 
But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey 
the voice of the LORD your God, to observe 

carefully all His commandments …The 
LORD will bring you and the king whom you 

set over you to a nation which neither you 
nor your fathers have known, … the LORD 

will rejoice over you to destroy you and bring 
you to nothing; and you shall be plucked 
from off the land … Then the LORD will 

scatter you among all peoples.
– Dt. 28:15,36, 63,64 NKJV, 1423 B.C.
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Prophecy of Restoration
Now it shall come to pass, when all these 

things come upon you … and you return to 
the LORD your God and obey His voice … 

that the LORD will bring you back from 
captivity, and have compassion on you, and 
gather you again from all the nations where 

the LORD your God has scattered you.
– Dt. 30:1-3 NKJV, 1423 B.C.
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Prophecy of Restoration 

For thus says the LORD: After seventy years 
are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and 

perform My good word toward you, and 
cause you to return to this place.  For I know 
the thoughts that I think toward you, says the 
LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to 

give you a future and a hope.
– Jer 29:10,11 NKJV, 597 B.C.
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Overview of the 3 Books
Ezra 1-6 Esther Ezra 7-10

13 
year 
gap

Nehemiah

Restoration under 
Zerubbabel

58
year 
gap

Reformation 
under Ezra

Reconstruction 
under Nehemiah

538-515 B.C. 457 B.C. 444-425 B.C

Temple People Walls

Prophets: 
Haggai & Zechariah –

Prophet: 
Malachi

1st return 
(about 50,000 or 2%)

2nd return
(about 2,000)

3rd return
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Persian Kings in the 3 Books
559-530 B.C. Cyrus “the Great”

Ezra 1-6
530-522 B.C. Cambyses (also called 

Artaxerxes or Ahasuerus)
522         B.C. Smerdis (not mentioned)
521-486 B.C. Darius I “the Great”

Esther 486-464 B.C. Ahasuerus (also called 
Xerxes) (Esther’s husband)

Ezra 7-10 & 
Nehemiah

464-423 B.C. Artaxerxes I (Esther’s stepson,
Ezra’s supporter

& Nehemiah’s boss)
423-404 B.C. Darius II (briefly mentioned 

in Neh.12:22)



8

Key People in the 3 Books
Place Years Good Guys Bad Guys

Jerusalem 538-515 
B.C.

Joshua 
Zerubbabel

Samaritans

Shushan 
(or Susa), 

Persia

483-473 
B.C.

Mordecai
Esther

Ahasuerus

Haman

Jerusalem 457-425 
B.C.

Ezra
Nehemiah

Sanballat
Tobiah
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Joshua
Ø High priest

Ø Worked with Zerubbabel to
§ Lead people to 

Jerusalem
§ Build the altar
§ Restore worship

§ Build 2nd temple
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Zerubbabel
Ø Grandson of Jehoiachin,

once King of Judah (Mt. 1:12)
Ø 18th great grandfather

of Jesus
Ø With Joshua, he led the 1st

group of Jews (about 50,000
out of 2 or 3 million) 900 miles
from Persia to Jerusalem in 536 B.C.

Ø With Joshua, built the altar and the 2nd temple
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Zerubbabel

Moreover the word of the 
LORD came to me, saying: 

“The hands of Zerubbabel 
have laid the foundation of 
this temple; His hands shall 
also finish it.  Then you will 

know that the LORD of hosts 
has sent Me to you.”
(Zechariah 4:8,9 NKJV)
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Samaritans
Ø Lived in Samaria, the area developed by the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel
Ø Were either descended from the Assyrian or 

Babylonian peoples brought to the area by 
King Esarhaddon of Assyria after the fall of 
Samaria or were mestizos born from these 
people and some Israelis who had remained 
in the land (See 2 Kings 17:24-41 & Ezra 4:2)

Ø Feared and served the Lord a little, but 
served their own idols and did not obey the 
Mosaic Law
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Samaritans
Ø When Joshua and Zerubbabel came, they 

made proposals for co-operation in the work
Ø Were rejected, though, by Zerubbabel and 

the elders, since they served different gods
Ø Immediately tried to discourage the Jews, 

spread evil reports about them and 
“frustrate their purpose”

Ø Wrote an evil report to King Artaxerxes (also 
called Cambyses or Ahasuerus), and thus 
stopped the work on the 2nd temple
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Mordecai
Ø Raised his young 

cousin Esther
Ø Advised Esther

Ø Would not bow to 
Haman

Ø Later advised
the king
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Esther
Ø Orphan girl, raised by her 

cousin Mordecai
Ø Became queen of Persia

Ø Risked her life to save her 
people
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Ahasuerus
Ø Also called Xerxes

Ø Son of Darius the Great
Ø Banished his first wife, 

Vashti, for disobedience
Ø Historians say he fought 

many battles with the 
Greeks
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Haman
Ø Was the king's highest official

Ø Insisted that the king's
servants bow to him

Ø Got angry when Mordecai
didn't bow to him

Ø Made a plot to kill all the
Jews of ancient Persia

Ø Had his plot foiled by Queen Esther
Ø Got hanged with his 10 sons from the gallows  

he had originally ordered built to hang Mordecai
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Ezra
Ø His name perhaps meant 

“Jehovah helps”
Ø Priestly descendent

of Aaron
Ø Scribe, compiler

Ø Godly man & leader
Ø Led 2nd group of Jews to 

Jerusalem in 457 B.C.
(81 years after 1st group)
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Ezra
“Ezra had devoted 
himself to the study and 
observance of the Law 
of the LORD, and to 
teaching its decrees 
and laws in Israel”
(7:10 NIV).

Ø Led spiritual reform in 
Jerusalem
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Nehemiah

Ø His name meant 
“comfort of Jehovah”

Ø Served as cup-bearer of 
Persian King Artaxerxes 
during his 41-year reign

Ø Gave up the luxury of 
ease of the palace to 
help his people in Israel
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Nehemiah

Ø Led the 3rd group of 
people to Jerusalem 
in 444 B.C. (13 years 
after the 2nd group)

Ø Supervised the 
construction of the 
wall to protect the 
city of Jerusalem

Ø Governor of Judah
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Sanballat & Tobiah

Ø Prominent Samaritans

Ø Persistent and serious enemies to 
Nehemiah and the Jews during the time 
of the Jews' rebuilding of the wall of 
Jerusalem

Ø Tried morale-damaging mockery
Ø Plotted an attack that was aborted due to 

the Jews heavily arming themselves 
while they worked
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Sanballat & Tobiah

Ø Plotted to assassinate Nehemiah, but failed

Ø Sanballat even tried to get The Lord to again 
devastate the people of Judah through the 
marriage of his daughter to a son of the high 
priest, in an apparent attempt to, once again, 
corrupt the religious practices of the Jews, 
but that too was successfully countered by 
Nehemiah.
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The Book of Ezra

Ø Continues the narrative of 2 Chronicles

Ø About a remnant of people who return to 
Judah (about 2% of all those exiled)

Ø Author unknown, but probably Ezra himself
Ø Theme: spiritual, moral and social 

restoration of the returned remnant
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The Book of Ezra
Ø Ch. 1-6 – Restoration of the Temple

(538-516 B.C.; 22 years)
§ Ch. 1,2 – First return to Jerusalem (49,897)
§ Ch. 3-6 – Construction of the Temple

Ø Ch. 7-10 – Reformation of the People
(458-457 B.C.; 1 year)

§ Ch. 7,8 – Second return to Jerusalem (1,754)
§ Ch. 9,10 – Restoration of the People
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The Book of Nehemiah

Ø About the third and last return of Jews to 
Jerusalem after the Babylonian exile.

So the wall was finished … in fifty-two days.  
And it happened, when all our enemies heard 
of it, and all the nations around us saw these 
things, that they were very disheartened in 
their own eyes; for they perceived that this 
work was done by our God. (Neh. 6:15,16 NKJV)
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The Book of Nehemiah
Ø In this book everything is restored – temple, 

city wall, covenant, people – except the king
Ø Daniel 9:24-27 explains that 490 years more 

were required to bring in the Millennial 
Kingdom, when Jesus rules as king.

§ 483 years from Artaxerxes’ decree to build 
the walls until the Messiah was cut off

§ 7 more years in the near future for the Great 
Tribulation
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The Book of Nehemiah
Ø Ch. 1-7 – Reconstruction of the Wall

(Political focus)
§ Ch. 1,2 – Preparation to reconstruct the wall
§ Ch. 3-7 – Reconstruction of the wall

Ø Ch. 7-10 – Restoration of the People
(Spiritual focus)

§ Ch. 8-10 – Renewal of the Covenant
§ Ch. 11-13 – Obedience to the Covenant
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The Book of Esther
Ø Deals with the preservation of God’s chosen 

people through an unlikely servant, Esther.
Ø Unusual book in that no form of the name of 

God is used, nor is there any mention of the 
Law.

Ø The silence was intentional to illustrate the 
hidden but providential care of God in spite of 
outward appearances.
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The Book of Esther
“For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief 
and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another 
place, but you and your father’s house will perish.  Yet 
who know whether you have come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this?  – Esther 4:14 NKJV

And in every province and city, wherever the king’s 
command and decree came, the Jews had joy and 
gladness, a feast and a holiday.  Then many of the 
people of the land became Jews, because fear of the 
jews fell upon them.  – Esther 8:17 NKJV
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The Book of Esther
Ø Ch. 1-4 – Threat to the Jews

§ 1:1 – 2:20 – Selection of Esther as Queen

§ 2:21 – 4:17 – Formulation of the Plot by Haman

Ø Ch. 5-10 – Triumph of the Jews
§ 5:1 – 8:3 – Triumph of Mordecai over Haman

§ 8:8 – 10:3 – Triumph of Israel over Her Enemies
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Israel, Assyria and Babylonia
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World Superpowers

Ø Assyrians – 750-612 B.C.

Ø Babylonians – 612-539 B.C.

Ø Persians – 539-333 B.C.
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Deportations
Ø 722 Assyrians took Israelis to Assyria (2 Ki. 18:11)

Ø 713 Assyrians took Jews to Assyria (2 Ki. 18:13)

Ø 605 Babylonians took Jews to Babylon (Dan. 1:1-6)

Ø 598 Babylonians took Jews to Babylon (Jer. 52:28)

Ø 597 Babylonians took Jews to Babylon (2 Ki. 24:14)

Ø 588 Babylonians took Jews to Babylon (Jer. 52:29)

Ø 586 Babylonians took Jews to Babylon (2 Ki. 25:11)

Ø 582 Babylonians took Jews to Babylon (Jer. 52:30)
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Captivity & Exile

722   King Hoshea of Assyria captured Samaria,
the capital of the Northern Kingdom,
and carried Israelis away to Assyria.

713   King Sennacherib of Assyria captured
many walled cities of Judah and probably
carried thousands of Jews away to Assyria
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Captivity & Exile
612 The Babylonians destroyed Nineveh,

the Assyrian capital, and thus became
the new world superpower.

605    King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
captured Jerusalem and deported some
good-looking and intelligent young Jewish
men to Babylon, including some of the
king’s descendents and some of the
nobles.  Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah were among them.
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Captivity & Exile

598   2nd deportation to Babylon (3,023 captives)

597 3rd deportation to Babylon (10,000 captives,
probably including Ezekiel); only the 
poorest people were left in the land

588   4th deportation to Babylon (832 captives)
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Captivity & Exile

586   Babylon plundered and destroyed
Jerusalem, including the temple and walls.
5th deportation to Babylon (the remnant of
the multitude); only the poor of the land
were left, but they fled to Egypt with
Jeremiah after Ishmael murdered Gedaliah

582   6th deportation to Babylon (745 captives)
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Return & Restoration
539 The Persians and the Medes, under the

leadership of Cyrus the Great captured
Babylon.

Persia became the new world superpower
538   Cyrus challenged all God’s people (Jews

and Israelis) to return to Jerusalem and
build a 2nd temple for God.
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Return & Restoration
536   1st group (49,897) returned from captivity

under Zerubbabel.
They restored the altar and worship. 

535   Builders laid foundation of the 2nd temple
529 Cyrus died and his son Artaxerxes (also

called Cambyses or Ahasuerus) took over
The Samaritans wrote a slanderous letter
to Artaxerxes, who stopped the work.
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Return & Restoration

522   Artaxerxes died, and Darius the Great
began to reign as king of Persia

521 Darius discovered the decree of Cyrus,
so he re-issued the challenge to rebuild
the 2nd temple, and work resumed

517   Temple construction completed
516 Temple dedicated & Passover celebrated



43

Return & Restoration
485   Darius the Great died, and his son,

Ahasuerus (also called Xerxes) began to
reign as king of Persia

473 Esther was made Queen of Persia 
458 2nd group (1,754) returned to Jerusalem.

Synagogues & Scribes were founded 
445   Nehemiah led a 3rd group to return

444 Nehemiah led the construction of the walls
of Jerusalem (miraculous 52 days)

433 Nehemiah returned and institutes Reforms 



Second Temple
Ø Idea – 1st prophesied by Isaiah (~712 B.C.)

Ø Idea – proclaimed by Cyrus (539 B.C.)

Ø Preparation – elders & priests (539 B.C.)

Ø Foundation – by Zerubbabel (535 B.C.)

Ø Completion – by Zerubbabel (517 B.C.)

Ø Dedication – by priests (516 B.C.)

Ø Destruction – by Titus (70 A.D.)



Ezra - Author
He is one character who has not received proper recognition. 
He was a descendant of Hilkiah (Ezra 7:1), the high priest who 
found a copy of the Law during the reign of Josiah (2 Chronicles 
34:14). 
Ezra, as a priest, was unable to serve during the captivity, but he 
gave his time to a study of the Word of God — he was “a ready 
scribe in the law of Moses” (Ezra 7:6). 
Ezra was a great revivalist and reformer. The revival began with 
the reading of the Word of God by Ezra (Nehemiah8). 
Also, he probably was the writer of 1 and 2 Chronicles and of 
Psalm 119, which exalts the Word of God. 
He organized the synagogue, founded the order of scribes, 
helped settle the canon of Scripture and arranged the Psalms.



THEME: The Word of the 
Lord.

There are 11 direct references - 1:1; 3:2; 
6:14, 18; 7:6, 10, 14, 26; 9:4; 10:3, 5.
The place of the Word of God in the total 
life of His people - religious, social, 
business, and political.



KEY PHRASE: 
“Trembled at the words of the God 

of Israel” 
(Ezra 9:4; also see 10:3)

“We already have seen that the Babylonian captivity 
did not bring the Jews to national repentance, and so 
lead to national restoration. As the reading of Ezra will 
disclose, when Cyrus, king of Persia, gave permission 
to the captives to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the 
Temple, scarcely 50,000 availed themselves of the 
privilege, a considerable portion of whom were priests 
and Levites of the humbler and poorer class.”

Dr. James M. Gray



I. RETURN from 
BABYLON LED by 
ZERUBBABEL 1-6

(About 50,000 returned)
l A. Restoration of temple by decree of Cyrus, Chapter 1
l B. Return under Zerubbabel, Chapter 2
l C. Rebuilding of temple, Chapter 3
l D. Retardation of rebuilding of temple by opposition, Chapter 4

(Decree of Artaxerxes)
l E. Renewal of rebuilding of temple, Chapters 5, 6

(Decree of Darius)



II.  RETURN from 
BABYLON LED by EZRA, 

Chapters 7 — 10

(About 2,000 returned)
A. Return under Ezra, Chapters 7, 8
B. Reformation under Ezra, Chapters 9, 10
l 1. Prayer of Ezra, Chapter 9
l 2. Separation from heathen is demanded and maintained, 

Chapter 10



Chapter 1

“Who saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and 
shall perform all my pleasure; even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the 
temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.”  (Isaiah 
44:28)
vv. 2-4 — “The LORD God of heaven” is 
a designation of God that is peculiar to 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel. 



Cyrus
Cyrus gave permission to the Jews to:
l (1) return to the land,
l (2) rebuild the city of Jerusalem, and
l (3) rebuild the temple.

vv. 5, 6 — Very few avail themselves of this 
opportunity (see Ezra 2:64, 65).  Most of the 
captives are now settled and satisfied in 
Babylon. They still their consciences by giving 
generously to those who do return.



Chapter 2
vv. 1-35 — Particular attention is given to the leadership of those 
who return.
vv. 36-39 — These are the priests who return. The total is 4,289.
vv. 40-54 — These are the Levites who return.
vv. 55-60 — These are listed as the children of Solomon’s servants. 
His servants were then from all of the 12 tribes
vv. 61-63 — Some cannot give a clear declaration as to their 
genealogy.
vv. 64, 65 — Total number who return at this time under Zerubbabel:
l Total congregation .............................................42,360
l Servants and maids ..............................................7,337
l Singers, both male and female ...............................200
l Grand total ..........................49,897

vv. 66-70 — They bring the stock and chattels with them and give 
generously to rebuild the temple.



Chapter 3
v. 2 — They not only return to the land but also to 
“the law of Moses.”
vv. 3-6 — Sacrifices and feast days are restored.
vv. 7-9 — Preparation is made for rebuilding the 
temple.
vv. 10-13 — The foundation is laid with mingled 
songs of praise and tears of mourning (see Haggai 
for the explanation of this seemingly contradictory 
reaction to the rebuilding of the temple).



Questions

Land & Law?
Restored Levitical observances
Praise and tears?
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Chapter 4

vv. 1, 2 — The enemies’ first effort at 
disrupting the rebuilding of the temple is to 
offer to become allies.
v. 3 — This is absolutely rejected.
vv. 4, 5 — In the second effort to hinder the 
work, the enemy seeks to disrupt the building 
by various means.
vv. 6-10 — The third effort to stop the 
rebuilding of the temple is a letter sent by the 
enemy to Artaxerxes with false accusations.
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vv. 11-16 — The contents of the letter are 
given (note their estimation of Jerusalem [v. 
12] in contrast to God’s in Psalm 87).
vv. 17-24 — The enemy succeeds in sending 
a letter to Artaxerxes, and he shoots back a 
reply that the work is to cease. The 
suspension of work continues until the time of 
Darius, king of Persia.
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Questions

Note the pattern of enemies 
l Friends to Foes
l Critical of effort
l Tattletales!
l Why does the letter work?  (1Tim 2)
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Chapter 5

vv. 1-6 — Haggai and Zechariah encourage 
the people to resume rebuilding of the 
temple. When the leaders are challenged, 
they appeal to Darius.
vv. 7-17 — Darius grants permission to 
resume the rebuilding of the temple.
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Chapter 6

vv. 1-12 — Darius issues a decree which 
confirms the original decree of Cyrus.
vv. 13-15 — The temple is rebuilt under the 
inspiration of Haggai and Zechariah. God is 
identified here as the God of Israel (not Judah).
This means there were some from all tribes in 
Jerusalem at this time - again.
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v. 16 — Those who returned are likewise 
identified here as “the children of Israel.”
v. 17 — The language here is more explicit: 
“all Israel.”
v. 18 — The emphasis again is upon the 
Word of God (see also v. 14).
vv. 19-22 — The Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread are observed 
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The Book of Ezra

Ø Continues the narrative of 2 Chronicles

Ø About a remnant of people who return to 
Judah (about 2% of all those exiled)

Ø Author unknown, but probably Ezra himself
Ø Theme: spiritual, moral and social 

restoration of the returned remnant
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The Book of Ezra
Ø Ch. 1-6 – Restoration of the Temple

(538-516 B.C.; 22 years)
§ Ch. 1,2 – First return to Jerusalem (49,897)
§ Ch. 3-6 – Construction of the Temple

Ø Ch. 7-10 – Reformation of the People
(458-457 B.C.; 1 year)

§ Ch. 7,8 – Second return to Jerusalem (1,754)
§ Ch. 9,10 – Restoration of the People



Return from Babylon -
Ezra

Chapters 7-10
About 2000 more returned to work
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Return & Restoration
539 The Persians and the Medes, under the

leadership of Cyrus the Great captured
Babylon.

Persia became the new world superpower
538   Cyrus challenged all God’s people (Jews

and Israelis) to return to Jerusalem and
build a 2nd temple for God.



65

Return & Restoration
536   1st group (49,897) returned from captivity

under Zerubbabel.
They restored the altar and worship. 

535   Builders laid foundation of the 2nd temple
529 Cyrus died and his son Artaxerxes (also

called Cambyses or Ahasuerus) took over
The Samaritans wrote a slanderous letter
to Artaxerxes, who stopped the work.
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Return & Restoration

522   Artaxerxes died, and Darius the Great
began to reign as king of Persia

521 Darius discovered the decree of Cyrus,
so he re-issued the challenge to rebuild
the 2nd temple, and work resumed

517   Temple construction completed
516 Temple dedicated & Passover celebrated
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Return & Restoration
485   Darius the Great died, and his son,

Ahasuerus (also called Xerxes) began to
reign as king of Persia

473 Esther was made Queen of Persia 
458 2nd group (1,754) returned to Jerusalem.

Synagogues & Scribes were founded 
445   Nehemiah led a 3rd group to return

444 Nehemiah led the construction of the walls
of Jerusalem (miraculous 52 days)

433 Nehemiah returned and institutes Reforms 



Chapter 7

v. 1 — Artaxerxes is the same ruler 
mentioned in Nehemiah 2:1
vv. 2-5 — Ezra is descended from the line of 
Aaron.
v. 6 — Ezra is a student of the Mosaic Law.
v. 7 — This is during the 7th year of the reign 
of Artaxerxes. Nehemiah comes later in the 
20th year of the reign of Artaxerxes.
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v. 10 — This is the 6th reference to the law of 
the Lord or Word of God. Ezra prepared 
himself to teach the Word of God.
v. 14 — The 7th reference to law of God.
v. 26 — The 8th reference to law of God.
vv. 27, 28 — Ezra expresses gratitude to God 
and to Artaxerxes for his gifts, generosity and 
goodness.
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Chapter 8
vv. 1-14 — The roll call of those who return with Ezra: 
1,496 males are listed.
vv. 15-19 — Twenty priests are added to the list.
v. 20 — Two hundred and twenty Nethinims, who 
served the Levites, return. A total of 1,736 go with 
Ezra.
v. 21 — Ezra proclaims a fast and prayer meeting 
that they might ask God for journeying mercies.
v. 22 — Ezra confesses he was ashamed to ask the 
king for a guard inasmuch as he had boasted to the 
king that God would lead them up to Jerusalem 
officials.
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v. 23 — God hears and grants their petition. Ezra the 
priest makes the journey without a guard. Later, 
Nehemiah has ample protection when he makes the 
trip to Jerusalem.
vv. 24-30 — The valuables are entrusted into the 
hands of priests.
vv. 31-34 — Ezra makes a safe journey to Jerusalem 
and the valuables are delivered.
v. 35 — Burnt offerings and sin offerings are made by 
those who
return.
v. 36 — Ezra presents his credentials from the king to 
the king’s
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Reformation under Ezra, 
Chapters 9, 10

1. Prayer of Ezra, Chapter 9
l One of the great prayers of the Bible. 

Compare it with Nehemiah 1:4-11 and 
Daniel 9.
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vv. 1, 2 — The sad plight of the people is reported to 
Ezra. Intermarriage (with the surrounding heathen 
and enemies of God and Israel) leads to a practice of 
the abomination of the heathen. The lack of 
separation plunges them into immorality and idolatry. 
The returned remnant is in a sad, sordid and squalid 
condition.
v. 3 — Ezra is emotionally involved — he fasts and 
even plucks the hair out of his head and beard.
v. 4 — The 9th reference to the Word of God. Many 
who believe the Word of God join Ezra in mourning.
vv. 5-15 — Ezra confesses the sins of the people and 
identifies himself with his people. Note occurrences 
of the first personal pronoun plural “we” and “our.” He 
recognizes the grace of God and pleads with God.
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Chapter 10

Separation from heathen is demanded 
and maintained, Chapter 10

74



v. 3 — The 10th reference to the Word of God. Ezra 
not only reads, studies, and reverences the Word of 
God, but he also practices it.
v. 5 — The 11th reference to the Word of God.
v. 6 — Ezra continues to mourn for his people.
vv. 7-19 — The remnant that has returned assemble 
at Jerusalem and pledge to put away their foreign 
wives.
vv. 20-43 — This is the roll call of those who did.
v. 44 — This works a great hardship upon many, for 
they have children by these women. This is an 
example of the high cost of sin.
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Nehemiah – Ezra?

Nehemiah was a layman; Ezra was a 
priest. 
In the Book of Ezra, the emphasis is 
upon the rebuilding of the temple; in the 
Book of Nehemiah, the emphasis is 
upon the rebuilding of the walls of 
Jerusalem.
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In Ezra, we have the religious aspect of 
the return; in Nehemiah, we have the 
political aspect of the return.
Ezra is a fine representative of the 
priest and scribe; Nehemiah is a noble 
representative of the businessman.
Nehemiah had an important office at the 
court of the powerful Persian king, 
Artaxerxes, but his heart was with God’s 
people and God’s program in 
Jerusalem.
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Date – post captivity

KEY WORD: “So” occurs 32 times. It 
denotes a man of action and few words. 
Mark this word in your Bible and notice 
how this ordinarily unimportant word 
stands out in this book.
Like Gospel of Mark ‘immediately’
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Key Verses
And it came to pass when I heard these 
words, that I sat down and wept, and 
mourned certain days, and fasted, and 
prayed before the God of heaven. (1:4)
And I sent messengers unto them, saying,   
I am doing a great work, so that I cannot 
come down. Why should the work cease, 
while I leave it, and come down to you? 
(6:3)
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Outline - Nehemiah

I. REBUILDING the WALLS, 1 – 7
II. REVIVAL and REFORM, 8 – 13 
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I. REBUILDING the 
WALLS 1 – 7

A. Nehemiah’s prayer for remnant at Jerusalem, Chapter 1
B. Nehemiah’s request of the king, return to Jerusalem, and review of 
ruins of Jerusalem, Chapter 2:1-16
C. Nehemiah’s encouragement to rebuild the walls, Chapter 2:17-20
D. Rebuilding the walls and gates, Chapter 3
E. Nehemiah’s response to opposition, Chapters 4 — 6
l Wall completed, 6:15

F. Nehemiah’s register of people, Chapter 7 
l (Only 42,360 people, 7,337 servants, and 245 singers returned. 
l Compare this with the fact that Judah alone had 470,000 warriors [1 Chronicles 21:5].)
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II. REVIVAL and 
REFORM 8 – 13 

A. Great Bible reading led by Ezra, 
Chapter 8
B. Revival - the result, Chapters 9, 10
C. Reform - another result, Chapters 11 
- 13
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Nehemiah 1
A. Nehemiah’s prayer for remnant at 
Jerusalem, Chapter 1
l v. 1 - The use of the first person pronoun 

gives the impression that Nehemiah was 
the writer.

l vv. 2-4 — Visitors from Jerusalem come to 
the palace, and Nehemiah makes inquiry 
of them about Jerusalem and the condition 
of the remnant that had returned.
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Nehemiah 1
vv. 5-11 — This is the record of 
Nehemiah’s prayer. “Terrible God” (v. 5 
KJV) is “reverend God.”
Nehemiah pleads with God and confesses 
his sins and those of his people (vv. 6, 7). 
He reminds God of His promises (vv. 8, 
9). Nehemiah casts himself upon the 
mercy and goodness of God (vv. 10, 11).
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Nehemiah 2

vv. 1-3 - Nehemiah, the cupbearer of 
Artaxerxes, appears sad before the king 
- which evidently is unusual, as the king 
calls attention to it. Nehemiah explains 
that it is because of news from 
Jerusalem.
v. 4 — The king gives him opportunity to 
make a request.
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Nehemiah 2

v. 5 - Nehemiah asks for a leave of 
absence that he might go to Jerusalem 
to rebuild the walls.
v. 6 - The queen evidently supports 
Nehemiah in his request, and the king 
grants it.
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Nehemiah 2
vv. 7-9 - Nehemiah makes further request for 
material assistance and protection, as a 
government official, along the route. An honor 
guard from the king accompanies Nehemiah.
v. 10 - The 3 leading enemies of Israel are grieved 
that Nehemiah has come to help his people.
vv. 11-16 - Nehemiah comes to Jerusalem, 
immediately makes a secret inspection of the 
damage, and estimates the extent of the job.
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Nehemiah 4
vv. 1-3 — As the work progresses, the enemy 
continues to use the weapon of ridicule. They make 
light of the zeal of the workmen and laugh at their 
workmanship, saying that even a nimble fox could 
knock down the wall.
vv. 4-6 — Nehemiah ignores their sarcasm and prays 
to God, but continues to build.
vv. 7-9 — When the enemy sees that the wall is 
going up in spite of their ridicule, they become angry 
and decide to try to destroy the wall.  Nehemiah 
continues to pray and build.
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Nehemiah 4
v. 10 — Opposition comes next from within their own 
ranks — discouragement in the presence of the huge 
undertaking and the threat of the enemy making a 
surprise attack. Nehemiah arms the workmen.
v. 17 — They work with one hand and hold a weapon 
with the other.
v. 23 — Nehemiah injects a humorous note by adding 
that they did not take off their clothes during this 
trying experience — except, of course, when they 
took a bath!
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Nehemiah 5
vv. 1-5 — Some of their own brethren take advantage of the hard lot of 
others and give “help” by taking mortgages at excessive interest and 
also by buying their sons and daughters into slavery. This display of 
covetousness is the same as the idolatry which sent them into captivity.
vv. 6-11 — Nehemiah is very angry when this is called to his attention, 
and he forces these greedy brethren to restore what they had taken.
v. 12 — The brethren take an oath that they will restore what they had 
taken.
v. 13 — Nehemiah threatens to deal with them severely if they do not 
carry through with their agreement.
vv. 14-19 — Nehemiah, on a leave of absence from his position as 
cupbearer for King Artaxerxes, had refused to accept the salary 
formerly paid to the governor of Israel, which came from taxing the 
people. His example should have been an inspiration and example to 
his brethren.
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Nehemiah 6
vv. 1-3 — The enemies (Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem) hear that the 
wall is completed, but Nehemiah honestly admits the report is a bit 
exaggerated (the gates are not set up). The enemy reverses the 
opposition. Since they could not stop the work, they now propose to get 
together with Nehemiah and work out a compromise. However, their 
intention is not to promote the welfare of Nehemiah. This is the satanic 
method of “when you can’t beat them, join them.” Today it is called the 
ecumenical movement. Nehemiah properly turns it down and for the 
14th time inserts the little word “so” that tells us much.
v. 4 — The enemy approaches Nehemiah 4 times. It is interesting to 
note (v. 2) the name of the village where they proposed to meet —
Ono. That is Nehemiah’s answer, “O, no!”
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Nehemiah 6
vv. 5-7 — On the 5th approach to Nehemiah, they insert a subtle 
pressure to force him to meet with them. They circulate a false 
report that Nehemiah is attempting to rebel against Persia and 
set up a separate state. Gashmu (the gossip) is spreading the 
report (v. 6).
v. 8 — Nehemiah politely calls them liars.
vv. 9-14 — The enemy then hires false prophets to make 
Nehemiah and the people afraid.
vv. 15-19 — Without fanfare of trumpets, great ceremony or 
ribbon cutting, the wall is finished. The brief, expressive word 
“so” tells the story — “So the wall was finished” (v. 15). The 
enemy still persists in its opposition by circulating letters to the 
nobles of Judah, as Tobiah had evidently married a daughter of 
one of the nobles.
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Nehemiah 7
vv. 1-4 — Nehemiah, having finished the wall, gives Hanani and Hananiah 
charge of Jerusalem. He instructs them to keep the gates closed at certain times 
to prevent the enemy from entering. “Eternal vigilance” is the price of Christian 
liberty.
vv. 5-73 — This is a repetition of the genealogy given in Ezra 2. 
Unnecessary though this may seem to us, it is repeated because it is important 
to God and He challenges us to read it. “The righteous shall be in everlasting 
remembrance” (Psalm 112:6). God never forgets the faithful. This chapter 
comes from the book of eternity.

93



Nehemiah 8
verse
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Nehemiah 9
verse
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Questions

How do you think they celebrated the 
Passover after the Exile?
All Israel = North & South now 1 again!
God made promises to all – all together 
again in the land of Promise!
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