
Beginning Sunday, March 19 

GOD LOVES ME 
God's love is beautiful. It's not about emotions; it's based on 
something much deeper and sacrificial. Easter celebrates 
God's gift of true love. Help your child recognize God's love. 

 

• Love reflects our worth: Tell your child that you think 
she is great. Plan special times to show her your love. 
Picnics, games, walks to the park — commit to these 
times together, avoiding distractions. Remind her often 
that Jesus considered each of us valuable enough to die 
for. 

• Love provides: Purchase a small tomato plant and tend 
it indoors until the weather is warm enough to support 
the plant outside. Care for the plant until fruition. 
Explain that just as your tender care allows the plant to 
grow, God cares for us and provides everything we 
need to thrive. 
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Beginning Sunday, March 26 

I NEED GOD 
Although God's love is available to us, we must accept it by 
seeking His forgiveness for our sins. Easter reminds us that 
we need God and His forgiveness. Help your child 
understand his need for God. 
 

 

• A challenge without directions: Give your child a 
challenging task. Provide a craft kit, a model birdhouse 
or cake ingredients without the instructions. Now tell 
him to make it on his own. Allow him to feel frustrated 
for a short time, then offer the instructions. Explain that 
God wants to help us, so He gave us His Word to 
instruct us and the Holy Spirit to guide us. 

• A bridge to build: Sin separated us from God, so He 
made a way for us to reconnect with Him. With your 
child, write out acts of disobedience (sin). Now tape 
these confessions to blocks you may have around the 
house (boxes, Tupperware, etc.), and stack them to 
create a barrier between parent and child. As you knock 
down the blocks, explain how Jesus' death on the Cross 
provided forgiveness and removed the barrier between 
God and us. 
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Beginning Sunday, April 2 

 I FOLLOW GOD BY OBEYING 
God says we should follow and obey Him. Jesus taught by 
His example that we learn and grow through obedience 
(Hebrews 5:8). Jesus followed God all the way to the Cross, 
and His example inspires us to obey God. For the next 10 
days, help your child understand some of the things God calls 
us to do. 
 

  

• Hugs and socks: Visit a local nursing home, sharing 
hugs and giving socks to the residents. Spend time with 
the residents, playing games or painting the ladies' 
fingernails. Explain to your kids that Jesus cared for 
others and commanded that we do the same (Luke 
6:31). 

• God is able: Decorate a lidded can — like an old-style 
coffee can — and label it "God Can." Have your child 
write prayer requests on slips of paper to place in the 
can. Explain to your child that as Jesus prayed to the 
Father before His crucifixion, so also we can pray about 
anything on our hearts or minds. God is always 
listening, ready to answer. Revisit the requests regularly 
and discuss how God has answered your prayers. 
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Beginning Palm Sunday, April 9 

 I REMEMBER GOD’S SACRIFICE 
God was not surprised by everything that happened during 
the days before Easter. It was all part of His plan. Jesus 
became a hero when He died on the Cross to save us from sin 
and death. Help your child understand the significance of 
what Jesus did during the last days before His death. 
  

 
 

• SUNDAY: Walk with Jesus 
Mark a two-mile route near your home, and take the walk with your 
child. Explain that Jesus' friends walked two miles into Jerusalem 
while Jesus rode a donkey. Discuss what Jesus may have seen on His 
journey (dirty feet, wandering animals, trees). Contrast that with what 
your family sees. At the end of your walk, imagine people lining the 
street to celebrate Jesus as a hero. His friends walked with Him as 
people waved palm branches and shouted, "Hosanna!" 
  

• MONDAY: Visit the temple 
Use blocks, LEGOs or pasta pieces to recreate the temple. Read Luke 
19:45-46 and talk about how Jesus chased out the merchants who 
were using the worship of God as an opportunity to make money. Just 
as Jesus cleansed the temple, His death and resurrection provided 
cleansing from sin for each of us. 
 

• TUESDAY: Passover clothes 
As the time of His death approached, Jesus prepared to celebrate 
Passover for the last time. Briefly explain to your child the first 
Passover described in Exodus 7-13. Encourage her to pretend to be a 
young Israelite dressed in traveling clothes. Have her pack clean socks 
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and a toothbrush in a travel bag. Let your child sleep with her shoes 
on as she pretends to wait for God's signal to get up and go. Explain 
that God delivered the Israelites from slavery, and in a similar way, 
Jesus has delivered us from our slavery to sin. 
 

• WEDNESDAY: Dinner with Jesus 
Set a blanket on the floor to eat your evening meal together as a 
family. Talk about what happened during the last meal that Jesus 
shared with His friends (Matthew 26:17). Consider preparing an 
authentic Passover meal. You can find instructions at 
ThrivingFamily.com. Search for “Passover Lamb.” 
 

• THURSDAY: Garden buddies 
Go to a garden-style park, not a playground. Invite a church friend or 
a grandparent to join you. Pray together for your child. Talk with your 
child about the importance of having godly people in our lives to 
speak truth to us and pray with us. Even Jesus had friends whom He 
turned to for support during His last days. Jesus took His friends with 
Him to a garden to pray (Matthew 26:36-45). 
 

• GOOD FRIDAY: The Cross 
Place a light landscaping timber in your yard that's about your child's 
height. Ask your child to drag it from one side of the yard to another, 
then help him try to hammer a nail into it. Discuss what it may have 
felt like for Jesus to have His hand under the nail. Explain that being 
nailed to the Cross would have been painful, but it was more painful 
for Jesus to carry the sin of the whole world. 
 

• SATURDAY: Are we there yet? 
Take a long, seemingly pointless drive with your child. Don't allow 
any electronics or toys for the trip. Tell her to have faith that 
something good is at the end of the trip. Make the drive long enough 
to initiate boredom. Finally, stop for ice cream or a special dessert. 
Discuss how having patience can be hard. Jesus told the disciples He 
would be crucified and He would rise again — but they had to wait. 

 

The Journey Is Over 
As you prepare for your church's Sunday service, discuss how the 
sadness of Jesus' crucifixion was eclipsed by the triumph of His 
resurrection. The Easter story is good news because Jesus is alive! 
 


