
 

EASTER SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE WEEK 1

 
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
GOD'S GREAT VICTORY
JESUS THE SERVANT KING
MARK 11:1-11
03/26/2017

MAIN POINT

Though He was God, Jesus relinquished His rights and humbled Himself as a servant King. As the King
does, His servants do likewise.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Who do you think is the most well known person to ever come out of our community? What would it be like if that
person showed up in the community one day?

How does Jesus compare in power, fame, and prestige to any celebrity or hero we could think of today?

Today we’re going to takea look at Jesus’ famous entry into Jerusalem on the Sunday before His crucifixion. By the very
nature of Jesus’ entry—choosing to arrive on a humble donkey, rather than a powerful war horse—Jesus revealed the nature
of His mission. He had come to save—not by usurping power and bringing with Him a military coup, but by surrendering
power and embracing His own death. Jesus’ unmatched power triumphed through weakness, and ours will do the same when
we take up our cross and follow Him. As we humble ourselves, repent and admit our need for a Savior, we embrace the
humility needed to identify with Christ, share in His sufferings and follow Him with our very lives.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MARK 11:1-7.

Do you think these unnamed disciples considered Jesus’ instructions odd? Why or why not?

Do you think these disciples doubted anything that Jesus told them to expect?

What might the fact that the young donkey had not yet been ridden imply about how the young donkey would be
used? Read Zechariah 9:9 to help explore this question.

Jesus’ words and actions happened just as He described them, suggesting at a minimum that Jesus had prearranged His
special transportation for Jerusalem, but more likely affirming His divine foreknowledge. Jesus choosing to use His disciples
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in this process demonstrates His desire to build their faith and trust in Him by showing them His glory. That the young
donkey had never been ridden implies a kind of purity about the animal—that it had been specially set apart for the task at
hand.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MARK 11:8-11.

Why do you think Jesus chose a donkey for His triumphal entry to Jerusalem? Does that seem appropriate for
someone perceived as a king by His people?

Why do you think the people spread palm branches on the road?

What does the phrase “Hosanna” mean? What did it communicate about the crowd’s expectations of Jesus?

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey was the deliberate display of Israel’s king coming with God’s offer of
peace. He was the Son of David chosen to sit on David’s throne. He was the One of whom the prophet Zechariah had spoken
(Zech. 9:9).

Yet it was no small irony that the people, by using palm branches in their celebration, were heralding Jesus as a political
king, not the humble shepherd-king He was portraying Himself as. The palm branch was a significant symbol of military
victory for the Jews, which means the people displayed them expecting Jesus to be their political or militaristic king. In
chanting “Hosanna” (“save now”) along with other phrases from Psalm 118, the Jews were using a common patriotic or
nationalistic cheer, another affirmation that the Jews looked to Jesus as their political savior.

What were the people expecting Jesus to do when He reached Jerusalem (Luke 19:11 and Zech. 9:9)?

How were the people’s expectations of the Messiah different from Jesus’ true intentions?

When have your expectations about God been different from the way He has revealed Himself to you?

Despite the joy and praise of the disciples, Jerusalem did not receive its king. Many people interpreted the Old Testament
prophecies of the Messiah to be about a national leader who would make Israel into a powerful nation again. The more
evident it became that Jesus hadn’t come to lead as their earthly king and political hero, the more people turned their backs
on Him.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

If you had been a Jew living in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus, what would have made you reject and oppose Jesus?

What did the people indicate about their own view of and response to Jesus by laying down their coats and
waving palms or branches along His path? What can we do in our own lives to “prepare the way for the Lord” (Is.
40:3)?

What expectations do we place on Christ today? Do we think of Him as a power that will serve our desires or do
we see Him as the Lord who is worthy of our worship?

What can we do this week to publicly acknowledge Jesus as King—both individually and corporately at our
church? How will this define the way we speak and act as followers of Jesus?
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PRAY

Pray for one another, asking for the humility and selflessness to trust that Jesus will act in His perfect
timing and purposes, triumphantly entering into our needs, desires, and weaknesses in better ways than
we could ever ask or imagine as we faithfully acknowledge Him as King. Pray that our own ministry
would mirror His own.

COMMENTARY

MARK 1:1-11

11:1. This verse introduces a new section in Jesus’ ministry as he entered Jerusalem. This introduces what is typically called
the passion week, beginning with his triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and ending with his resurrection on
Easter Sunday. Six of Mark’s sixteen chapters deal with this last week. This shows the importance of these events in Jesus’
life. Jesus went through the village Bethany on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, two miles east of Jerusalem.
Bethphage is less well-known but near Bethany.

11:2–3. Most interpreters think the city Jesus sent the disciples to was Bethphage because it was closer to Jerusalem. Some
commentators take this verse as evidence of Jesus’ omniscience. Others believe that Jesus had prearranged receiving the colt
on one of his other trips to Jerusalem. The text does not indicate which view is correct, but neither does damage to the text
or to the character of Jesus.

Jesus gave instructions that if anyone asked what they were doing, the disciples were to reply that the Lord needs it. The
word “Lord” (Gr. “kyrios”) could mean “Lord” or simply “master.” It is the first time in Mark’s Gospel that Jesus referred to
himself as Lord. While he could have meant simply “master” or “sir,” he probably meant Lord in our fullest interpretation of
the word. The messianic secret which is so prevalent in Mark’s Gospel is slowly being revealed. Jesus has spoken to his
disciples of his messiahship, identity, death, and resurrection. It would not be out of keeping with this gradual revelation for
him to further reveal himself here.

11:4–6. The fact that a great number of details are given here may point to Peter as one of the two disciples sent on this
errand. The situation happened as Jesus warned them, and they repeated Jesus’ words to the questioners. While a few
interpreters think the words had a powerful effect on the listeners—enough for them to relinquish their possession of the
colt—the text does not support this. It seems more likely that the owners would have heard of Jesus. Perhaps they knew him
personally and they realized he was an honest man, if not a prophet. They could be sure of having the colt returned.

11:7–8. Cloaks were laid on the colt to serve as a rough saddle. The cloaks thrown on the ground along with the branches
served as recognition of royalty. There was lavishness in their love, even though their love had not reached full potential. At
this moment, they did love him with all their hearts and desired to honor him as king.

11:9–10. These two verses make it clear what the crowds were expecting. “Hosanna” means literally “save now.” It was an
acclamation of praise to one who had the power the save. The same word is used in Psalm 118:25, where it is translated, “O
Lord, save us.” This psalm is a thanksgiving psalm. Interpretations vary as to what it referred to. It may have referred to
deliverance from Egypt, or it could have celebrated release from captivity and the rebuilt temple. In either case, it celebrated
deliverance from captivity. It was an appropriate psalm for Jesus, who came to deliver humanity from captivity to sin and
death.

The reference to David’s kingdom is a clear messianic title. The crowds were acknowledging that Jesus was heir to David’s
throne. He who comes was another euphemism for the Messiah. The crowds expected Jesus to establish his kingdom
immediately.

11:11. True to Mark’s Gospel, the triumphant entry into Jerusalem is a bit more somber here than that recorded in Matthew.
The Gospel of Matthew states that the city was stirred, and Luke says that the crowd was singing joyfully. But Mark records
that when these events were finished, he went to the temple, had a look around, and then went back to Bethany, most likely
to the home of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. This verse shows Jesus as thoughtful, deliberate. This thoughtful pause here and
the actions that follow remind us of a prophecy of judgment in Daniel: “You have been weighed on the scales and found
wanting” (5:27). The guilty verdict was in; the sentence would be carried out the next day.
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EASTER SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE WEEK 2

 
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
GOD'S GREAT VICTORY
JESUS IS ARRESTED
JOHN 18:1-14
04/02/2017

MAIN POINT

Jesus gave Himself fully and voluntarily to the will of God in order to save sinners.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What is the most difficult decision you’ve ever had to make? What made it so difficult?

What kinds of factors do you weigh when making difficult choices like these? Do you often second guess
yourself?

For most of us, the bigger the decision the longer the time it takes to make it. We weigh out alternatives and options,
carefully examining the fallout of the choices we make. For the Christian, one of the questions we must ask in every
decision regards the will of God. But even if we know what the will of God is in a given situation, we might choose an
alternative, particularly if the will of God seems difficult. Thankfully, Jesus never strayed from God’s will, though He was
tempted to do so.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 18:1-3.

Why do the Pharisees want to take advantage of the night to arrest Jesus (see John 3:19-20; 12:35; 13:30)?

Why do you think such a formidable force was sent to arrest Jesus? What does this reveal about His reputation
at that time?

John points out that along with the Pharisees, a group of Roman soldiers accompanied Judas. This meant that
both Jews and Gentiles played a part in Jesus’ arrest. Why do you think John pointed this out? What does this
little detail tell us about Jesus’ affect on people? About human nature?

Judas’s group included a detachment of Roman soldiers stationed in Jerusalem and some temple officials or temple
guards from the Sanhedrin (18:3). Judas, the Roman soldiers, and the temple police must have appeared a formidable
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force, whatever their total number. This group was prepared for trouble and equipped to meet it. These verses illustrate
the universal rejection of Jesus on the part of humanity.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 18:4-9.

Jesus used many “I Am” sayings (vine, light, bread). How do you explain verse 6? Read John 8:24,28,58 for
additional insight.

Jesus’ response demonstrated His complete control of the situation. The phrase I am is the designation by which God
revealed Himself to Moses (Ex. 3:14) and from which is derived the name Yahweh, translated “LORD.” Thus some of
those present may have recognized Jesus’ words as His affirmation of His deity (see also John 8:24,28,58). John also
reported that Judas was standing there with the soldiers and others (v. 5). Judas, the betrayer, was the son of Simon
Iscariot (6:71). Although John didn’t report it, the other Gospel writers recorded that Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss.
This act of betrayal was a turning point for Jesus’ disciples, followed later in John 18 by Peter’s denial.

Read Mark 14:43-46. What does this scene tell you about Judas’s misunderstanding of Jesus’ mission?

We can only speculate about what motivated Judas to betray Jesus. What are some possible motivations?

In what ways are we motivated to betray Jesus today?

On the other hand, when have you openly and boldly identified yourself as a Christian when you knew that
such identification might bring you ridicule or harm?

John emphasized Jesus’ bold testimony about His identity to the group who came to seize and arrest Him. In contrast to
Judas’s deception and Peter’s future denial, Christ boldly identified Himself, knowing such identification would start the
process of His arrest, trial, and crucifixion. Those who seek to follow Christ live truthfully when they openly and boldly
identify themselves as His disciples.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 18:10-14.

How does Peter’s action show he still doesn’t grasp what is going on?

When has an injustice hit close to home for you? How did you express your opposition to it? Was that
response appropriate or inappropriate? Explain.

Peter displayed admirable courage and loyalty, but poor aim. He was a fisherman, not a swordsman. John didn’t record
the healing of the ear, a detail reported by Luke, the physician, in Luke 22:51.

What is the “cup” which Jesus must drink (v. 11)?

The Father has given a cup of suffering and death. The Son, in obedience and subjection, will drink it.

Why is it important that we understand that it was the will of the Lord that Jesus die?

If that is not the case, then how would we have to view the crucifixion?
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How does understanding that the cross is the will of God impact the way we view the crucifixion? How does
it impact the way we view Jesus’ prayer in the garden?

Jesus didn’t approach the cross glibly. He was realistic about the physical, emotional, and spiritual pain He was about to
endure. Though He was tempted to avoid pain, as we all are, Jesus was confident in the plan and goodness of His Father.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How specifically can you be more conscious this week of Jesus’ sacrifice on your behalf?

How does Jesus’ decision to “drink the cup” help you in your obedience to God?

How would you describe the difference that Jesus’ death and God’s forgiveness has made in your life?

PRAY

Praise Jesus this week for His commitment to the will of God. Thank Him for remaining strong,
despite the temptation. Ask God to continue to open your heart more and more to appreciate the
greatness of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.

COMMENTARY

JOHN 18:1-14

18:1-3. As John told his story, he wanted us to see that Jesus hid from no one. The availability of the fugitive became
obvious, since we learn that Jesus had visited this garden often with His disciples. Certainly Judas would have known it
well. In the fulfillment of prophecy and surely the clear anticipation by Jesus, Judas brought quite an
entourage—certainly no fewer than two hundred soldiers (the word detachment is speira) and the “big wigs” from
among the chief priests and Pharisees. Picture them entering that quiet sanctuary with their torches, lanterns and
weapons. One wonders at this strange group that went out to meet Jesus. At first it looked like the usual religious
antagonists and their uniformed guard. But the phrase a detachment of soldiers added a Roman group to this advance
party in the garden.

18:4-9. John also wanted us to see that Jesus controlled this night. His response to the events was different than the
reaction of the guards. Notice Judas came with them, electing almost total allegiance to those who could make him
richer. We can hardly imagine what caused the guards to draw back and fall down. A miracle? The repetition of that
familiar I am closely linked to the Lord God of the Old Testament? Parallel passages in the other Gospels (Matt.
26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46) do not help us much. This mob of armed officials displayed greater fear than
the victim they were looking for.

18:10-11. Peter displayed admirable courage and loyalty but poor aim. He was a fisherman, not a swordsman. John did
not record the healing of the ear, a detail reported by Luke. John’s only reference to Jesus’ final prayer came at the end
of verse 11. We read more detail in Matthew 26, Mark 14, and Luke 22. Why did John not include more garden narrative
as the other Gospels did? The answer seems to lie in his purpose—to focus on the words of Jesus, thereby showing Him
as the Son of God rather than detailing history of His life incident by incident. The last phrase of this section is
important for us, since the rhetorical question gives the motive for Jesus’ behavior on this occasion. The Father has
given a cup of suffering and death. The Son, in obedience and subjection, will drink it.

18:12. The garden contingent did not take Jesus to the high priest but to Annas, father-in-law of the high priest. This
gave John one more opportunity to remind his readers of Caiaphas’s famous prophetic announcement of substitutionary
atonement back in 11:49-50. Verses 12-13 form another of the typical linking texts in John. Verse 12 marks the
conclusion to the arrest, and verse 13 introduces the Jewish hearing. Although they are inseparably connected in the
story, they are here divided for purposes of this commentary. The Romans and their commander were involved in this
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event, but it was the Jews, not the Romans, whom John says actually arrested Jesus. Or better still, it was the incarnate
King Jesus who identified Himself and thereby allowed the Jewish servants to take, seize, or arrest Him and put Him in
bonds.

18:13. Jesus was first brought bound before Annas. John is very specific here, which some find difficult to reconcile with
the Synoptics. Annas became the power behind the throne of his son-in-law Caiaphas and five other family members
who also held that position. The statement that Caiaphas was the high priest “that year” is not meant to suggest that the
high priesthood changed every year. Rather, for John it meant that in the determinative year of salvation and world
history Caiaphas was the high priest. He would be remembered for what he said and did.

18:14. However one might regard the role of this hearing, as far as John was concerned it was fundamentally a sham
because a verdict had already been rendered by Caiaphas to the effect that Jesus had to die as an expedient sacrifice
(John 11:49-51). This event, therefore, hardly began as anything akin to a fair trial. The way the evangelist presents the
story, it is more like a biased police investigation or witch hunt from which most decent people would recoil in horror.
Yet the ancient Middle East was not necessarily known for fairness, even though among the Jews the judicial procedures
of the Sanhedrin were supposed to be weighted in favor of innocence. But John notes that Nicodemus earlier had
complained that such procedures were not being followed in the council (cf. 7:50-51).
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EASTER SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE WEEK 3

 
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
GOD'S GREAT VICTORY
GOOD FRIDAY
LEVITICUS 16:2-3; MATTHEW 27:45-56
04/09/2017

MAIN POINT

When Jesus died, the curtain of the temple was torn in two signifying that by His death Jesus
reconciled us to God.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

In our culture, what crimes would one have to be convicted of in order to face the possibility of receiving a
death sentence?

What is the execution of a criminal meant to communicate to the general public? Does it succeed in doing
so? Why or why not?

Only the most heinous of crimes, usually those that involve taking the life of another, lead one to face execution.
Proponents of capital punishment emphasize that it serves as a formidable crime deterrent to the public. In effect, it is
said to communicate, “If you commit these crimes, we will use our power to do this to you.” Roman crucifixions held
similar purposes, but something else was taking place in Jesus’ crucifixion other than a display of Rome’s power. In
Jesus’ execution, God the Father was powerfully demonstrating His righteous judgment and gracious love.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LEVITICUS 16:2-3.

The Temple was the most important place of worship for the Jews and the most important room in the Temple was the
Most Holy Place which contained the Ark of the Covenant where God’s presence specially resided. Only the High Priest
could enter the Most Holy place and only once a year on the Day of Atonement. When he entered, the High Priest had to
wear special garments and bring with him the blood of a spotless lamb to sprinkle on the Mercy Seat, the lid of the Ark
of the Covenant. If anyone other than the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place, they would be struck down.

Why was God so particular about who, how, and when the Most Holy Place could be entered? What does that
tell us about God?

What was the significance of the curtain?
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Why did the High Priest have to bring the blood of a lamb with him into the Most Holy Place? What did that
blood signify?

Everything about the whole temple system screamed, “Stay away,” “Do not come near,’””You are not qualified to enter on
your own.” Thus these many regulations illustrated God’s Holiness—that He is glorious and perfect and must be
approached with fear and trembling. The priest would enter the Most Holy Place with the blood of a lamb on the Day of
Atonement to acknowledge that sinful man cannot enter into God’s presence unless a price is paid for His sin. The High
Priest’s actions on the Day of Atonement looked forward to the day when Christ would offer Himself as the eternal
sacrifice for our sins on the cross. On that day, Jesus removed every barrier that keeps us from having a relationship with
God.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 27:45-56.

Why did Jesus say, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” What was Jesus experiencing on the cross
that made Him cry out so desperately?

Jesus endured the pain and suffering we should have endured for our sins. When Jesus was on the cross He said, “My
God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” Because He was bearing the wrath of God for our sins (2 Cor. 5:21). This tells
us that God has not abandoned us and that He personally understands the afflictions we face. He endured them on our
behalf. Though our suffering may not be directly tied to our own sin, it is always tied to sin in some way—the sins of
others or the reality of living in a world broken by sin. In dying on the cross, Jesus provided the answer to our biggest
problem: our sin problem. We can know that God hasn’t abandoned us when we suffer because Jesus endured the cross
for us so that He might bring us to God (see 1 Pet. 3:18).

How did people approach God throughout the Old Testament? What role did the curtain of the temple play in
this relationship?

What was the significance of the temple curtain being torn at the time of Jesus’ death?

The curtain of the temple separated sinful people from a Holy God. Once a year the high priest, risking his own life,
passed through the curtain to make atonement for the people. But with Jesus’ death, the curtain of separation was torn
in two—both literally and spiritually—granting us access by faith into the grace in which we now stand as followers of
Christ (Rom. 5:2), opening the way for spiritual life.

Read Colossians 1:21-22. What, according to Paul, was our standing before God prior to coming to know
Christ as Savior (v. 21)? What is our position before God after coming to know Christ as Savior (v. 22)?

How does the cross reveal the heart of God? What does the cross tell us about what God thinks of us?

When Jesus died on the cross, the Father preached a sermon without words when He tore the curtain in two from top to
bottom. It was God’s way of saying, “You are welcome in my family. Let nothing keep you away.” We don’t have to worry
about whether our past sins will come back to haunt us or whether or not we have done enough good works to please
God. The cross is the final proof that God loves us and will love us into eternity.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How should Jesus’ death, resurrection, and the subsequent tearing of the temple curtain affect the way we
approach God?
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What should the grace, freedom, and joy of our lives prove about the uniqueness and credibility of Jesus’
claims to be the true Messiah?

Who in your life needs to see and believe that Jesus’ death was unique and that His claims to be the
resurrected Messiah, our only hope of salvation, are true? How can you use your own testimony—of your
sinful nature put to death, raised again to new life in Jesus—to show that this is true?

PRAY

Thank God for His unfathomable love for us—the love that sent His only Son to die the ultimate
death of sin in our place, offering true freedom, deep joy, and eternal life to all who believe in and
follow Him as a result. Pray for the faith to take hold of the truth of His unique life and unmatched
resurrection. Finally, pray that His power would work through our weakness by grace alone, as we
are transformed into new creations in Christ.

 

COMMENTARY

MATTHEW 27:45-54

27:45. See Ex. 10:21; Deut. 28:29; and Amos 8:9. Darkness was one of the plagues on Egypt, which turned into a
covenant curse if God’s commands were not kept. Theologically, it was a symbol of God’s turning away from His Son as
He bore the sins of the world. This personal spiritual separation, as well as the burden of all the sins of all mankind, was
what Jesus feared most.

27:47-50. Some mistakenly interpret Jesus’ words as calling on the prophet Elijah, who would precede the Day of the
Lord (Mal. 4:5), to come and rescue him (v. 47). One of the crowd either senses his agony or suspects incoherence and
again offers a pain killer and/or thirst quencher (v. 48; recall comments under v. 34). But the rest of the crowd tells the
man to stop. They want to see if Elijah will indeed appear (v. 49). Instead, Jesus cries out again and dies (v. 50). Luke
23:46 gives His words—a stunning cry of trust after His sense of divine abandonment. “Gave up His spirit” is simply
idiomatic for physical death because Jews believed that one’s spirit departed the body after one had stopped breathing.
But the text may also be hinting that Jesus in His human nature chooses the moment voluntarily to relinquish His
struggle for life. Even in death He is in some kind of control (cf. Luke 23:46).

27:51. The veil separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies, called the inner veil. This act by God indicated that the
way was now open for all to come to God! It was torn from the top, which symbolized God’s act of removing barriers to
His presence and making Himself accessible to all people.

27:52-53. The opening of the tombs was caused by the earthquake (cf. v. 54). Exactly when the people came back to life
is uncertain. This resuscitation seems linked to Jesus’ resurrection (cf. v. 53). But the text seems to place the event at
Jesus’ death. There is ambiguity here as to who, when, where and why.

27:54. There is no article with “son.” This implied that although this soldier was surely impressed by all that happened,
he was not converted. He asserts Jesus was “a son of God,” not Lord. However, in the parallel in Luke 23:47, he is
proclaiming Jesus as righteous or innocent. The irony is that this Roman soldier saw what the Jewish leaders did not (cf.
v. 19; John 1:11). This is literally “this man was a son of God.” The image of God in mankind has been restored! Intimate
fellowship is again possible. However, the absence of the article does not automatically mean it is not definite (cf. Matt.
4:3, 6; 14:33; 27:43; and Luke 4:3, 9). This was a hardened Roman soldier. He had seen many men die (cf. Matt. 27:54).
This may be “the focal passage” of Mark because this Gospel was specifically written to Romans. It has many Latin words
and very few Old Testament quotes. Also Jewish customs and Aramaic phrases are translated and explained. Here is a
Roman centurion professing faith in a crucified Jewish insurrectionist! It is possibly purposeful that passers by, chief
priests, and even fellow prisoners mock Jesus, but the Roman centurion responds in affirmation and awe!
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EASTER SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE WEEK 4

 
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
GOD'S GREAT VICTORY
THE RESURRECTION
MATTHEW 28:1-20
04/16/2017

MAIN POINT

The resurrection of Jesus is first and foremost about God’s purpose being fulfilled.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What is the most memorable funeral you’ve ever been to? Why?

Why do you think the grieving process is different for different people?

Grieving the loss of those we love is one of the most heart-wrenching trials we can undergo on earth, even if we can
claim full confidence and hope in his or her eternal destination. Similarly, when the women somberly traveled to Jesus’
tomb on resurrection morning with spices, they did so in great sorrow, intending to wrap Jesus’ dead body properly
before saying goodbye.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 28:1-7.

What did the women expect to find at the tomb on resurrection morning? What might this indicate about the
way they viewed the finality of Jesus’ death?

In what way did God change the women’s hearts and faith through all they saw that morning at the tomb?
How did it affect their witness and lives as followers of Jesus?

As the women traveled to the tomb to wrap Jesus’ body, they did so peacefully as mourners. But peace and quiet was far
from what they experienced there. Instead, the women encountered an earthquake, an angel, stunned guards, and a
commission to carry the message of Jesus’ resurrection ahead to Galilee. Here, God answered the unspoken questions of
Jesus’ followers and the spoken question of Jesus Himself on the cross—why He had forsaken His son. As a result, the
God who appeared silent on Good Friday had the final word on resurrection morning.

HAVE ANOTHER VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 28:8-18.
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At the beginning of His ministry, Jesus called His disciples to follow Him. He expected His disciples to obey His radically
new teachings out of their love for the Father and their trust in His unfailing goodness and even greater love for them.
As He taught, Jesus prepared the disciples for the time He would no longer be with them in human form. These themes
reach a climax in the final verses of Matthew 28, when Jesus appeared to the eleven disciples following His resurrection.

Why did Jesus lead His command with a statement of His authority? In what is His authority rooted? (See Phil.
2:5-11.)

What do you think it means for Jesus to have been given all authority “in heaven and on earth”? How should
this affect the way we follow Him today?

Jesus told His disciples He had received all authority “in heaven and on earth.” Jesus’ resurrection validated His
teachings and deeds and proved to the disciples that all authority over everything rested with Him. As a result, the
disciples knew the true nature of Christ. Hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus, Daniel had prophesied that the
Messiah would be given “dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might
serve Him” (Dan. 7:14). The scope of His authority encompasses everything in heaven and on earth.

What did the authority of Jesus do to the confidence level of His disciples?

In what way did it give them purpose and hope for this life and the life to come? How should it give us the
same as followers of Jesus today?

To carry out the Great Commission Jesus was about to give, the disciples had to clarify and solidify their understanding
of Him, believing deeply that the “man” standing resurrected before them was more than just a man. Jesus truly was and
is God in flesh, God in power, and God in authority. And as His disciples today, we have been given the same command
of following Him; understanding and belief in the authority of Jesus must precede our obedience. In verses 19-20, Jesus
detailed what following Him involves. He mentioned three specific things that together become the method of
discipleship: evangelism, baptism, and teaching.

Of the three aspects of the Great Commission—evangelism, baptism, and teaching—which is the most natural
for you? Which is the most difficult?

What is the purpose of baptism? What happens to a person through that expression of faith?

We are called to go and tell others the good news both next door and to the nations. We are also called to encourage
others to accept baptism as an outward display of their new lives in Christ. In baptism, we recognize and acknowledge
the fullness of God, providing and working our salvation as followers of Jesus.

How does Jesus’ promise of His presence influence our mission and purpose as followers? What does it speak
into our fears, anxieties, or doubts?

How does Jesus remain with us today? (See John 14:25-26.)

In what way does this make Him more than just a good historical figure? How does it distinguish Jesus from
all other religious leaders, whose graves we can visit here on earth?
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Jesus’ authority and presence empowers His followers then and now to fulfill His ultimate commission. But Jesus’ first
followers did not attempt to fulfill this Great Commission through their own strength. The Spirit of God worked in their
weaknesses to provide courage, love, and joy—the same way He empowers us today as we seek to proclaim His truth
throughout our community and to the very ends of the earth.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How are our daily encounters with Jesus today different than those of the women on resurrection morning?
What can we do to be just as close to Jesus today until we too have the chance to meet Him face-to-face?

How can we explain to others the way we are enabled to meet and know Him in the Spirit, worshiping and
learning from Him, tasting and seeing that He is good? Can we do so through our own efforts, or by grace
alone?

What role must our personal relationships with the living God play in our lives as a followers of Christ? How
does the world often tempt us to isolate or contain this relationship instead?

What does Jesus’ eternal presence and resurrection indicate about the hope we can have in this life? What
hope does it give us for the life to come?

PRAY

Thank God for the all-satisfying intimacy we are offered in Christ and the spiritual empowerment of
the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives through grace—not through works, so that none of us can
boast. Pray that all will have the faith and courage to share that gospel of salvation, freedom and
life to the full with others.

 

COMMENTARY

MATTHEW 28:1-20

28:1. The Greek phrase translated as “after the Sabbath” refers to sundown on Saturday. In Mark, the Greek phrase refers
to sunrise on Sunday. There is much confusion in the chronology of the last week of Jesus’ life, especially events
surrounding the resurrection. It is the mentioning of the term “dawning” that causes one to think that the reference may
be to Roman time, not Jewish time. There are instances of both being used in the Gospels.

28:2. Two explanations for how the stone was removed are given side by side. There must have been two earthquakes:
one at Jesus’ death in 27:54, and another to remove the stone and allow Jesus’ followers inside the empty tomb.

28:3-4. The angel at the tomb was wearing white linen cloth, a symbol of purity. Luke 24:4 and John 20:12 record two
angels. This variation between one or two persons or angels is common among the Gospels. Other examples are: (1) the
Gadarene demoniac (Mark 5:1; Luke 8:26) and the two demoniacs (Matt. 8:28); and (2) the blind man (Mark 10:46; Luke
18:35) and two blind men (Matt. 20:30).

28:5. The words of the angel echo what Jesus told them in verse 10. It was the common statement when the
supernatural realm broke into the natural (cf. Jesus’ words in Matt. 14:27; 17:7; 28:10; Mark 6:50; Luke 5:10; 12:32; John
6:20; Rev. 1:17; and angels in Matt. 28:5; Luke 1:13, 30; 2:10).

28:6-7. The Father’s acceptance and approval of the Son’s words and works are expressed in two great events: Jesus’
resurrection from the dead and His ascension to the Father’s right hand. Jesus had told them He would meet them on a
mountain in Galilee (cf. 26:32, 28:7, 10; 1 Cor. 15:6). This was a way to assert His resurrection and give them hope.
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28:8-11. Jesus greeted them in His usual way. It came from a word that meant “rejoice.” Characteristically, Mark and
Luke named one women while Matthew named two. John 20:17 records only Mary taking hold of Jesus’ feet. This was
the oriental way of showing submission, respect, and even worship. What a designation for these fearful disciples (cf.
12:15).

28:12-16. What these soldiers must have thought, knowing the truth and telling a lie! If they were sleeping, how did
they know the disciples stole His body? Roman guards falling asleep at their posts was a grave offense, sometimes
punishable by death. Remember that Matthew was written for a Jewish audience. John 20:19-23 says this took place on
a Sunday. This was not the mount of Ascension. Jesus’ ascension took place on the Mount of Olives forty days after the
resurrection (cf. Luke 24:50–51; Acts 1:4–11).

28:17. The disciples in this verse does not refer to the disciples who had seen Him three times in Jerusalem in the Upper
Room. Possibly it refers to the larger number of followers (upward of 500) that Paul mentioned in 1 Cor. 15:6.
Apparently Jesus appeared at a distance and walked closer to them. There was some physical difference in Jesus’
appearance after the resurrection (cf. John 20:14; 21:4; Luke 24:13, 31). The significance of this is that the Great
Commission was not given to the Apostles alone—not even the hundred and twenty disciples of the Upper Room, but to
the whole church. It is for all Christians, not just the church’s leadership! It was given on at least three different
occasions: (1) in the upper room on resurrection evening (cf. John 20:21), (2) on a mountain in Galilee (cf. Matt. 28), and
(3) on the Mount of Olives (cf. Acts 1:8).

28:18. What a tremendous statement (cf. Matt. 11:27; Eph. 1:22; Col. 2:10; 1 Pet. 3:22)! Jesus must have been either the
Messiah or a liar. His resurrection confirmed His claims!

28:19. The phrase in this verse should not be interpreted “as you are going.” “Going” may be the most accurate option.
All Christians are commanded to be lifestyle witnesses (cf. 1 Pet. 3:15 and possibly Col. 4:2–6). It is a priority. This is the
Great Commission—not the Great Option. The term “disciples” meant “learners.” The Bible does not emphasize decisions,
but lifestyle faith. The key to evangelism is discipleship. However, discipleship must start with a repentant faith
profession and continue in the same way unto obedience and perseverance.

“All of the nations” must have been a shocking statement to the Jews, but it follows Dan. 7:14 which speaks of a
universal, eternal kingdom (cf. Rev. 5). Notice the number of times that the inclusive “all” appears in this paragraph. The
two purposes of the Church are evangelism and discipleship. They are two sides of one coin. They cannot and must not
be separated! Notice the phrase “in the name” is singular. The name of God is Triune. The baptismal formula of Acts
2:38, “in Jesus’ name,” cannot be exclusive of the Great Commission. Salvation is a series of acts both initial and
continual: repentance, faith, obedience, and perseverance. It is not a liturgical formula or sacramental procedure.

28:20. Notice that “what we teach” is not simply facts about Jesus, but obedience to all of His teachings. Christian
maturity involves (1) a repentant faith profession, (2) a life of Christlike living, and (3) a growing doctrinal
understanding. “I am with you always” is emphatic. The personal presence of Jesus is always with believers. There is a
real fluidity between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the indwelling Son (cf. Rom. 8:9–10; 2 Cor. 3:17; Gal. 4:6; Phil.
1:19; Col. 1:27). In John 14:23 both the Father and the Son indwell believers. In reality all three persons of the divine
essence participate in all redemptive events. The One who has “all authority” and who is “with us always” has
commanded us to evangelize and disciple; with His presence and power we can to it! “To the end of the age” refers to
the two Jewish ages and was a reference to the Second Coming or consummation of the Kingdom of God.
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