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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY 
ABOUT WATER BAPTISM?
Many people view baptism as a part of Christian 
tradition, but it is so much more than that.  Being 
baptized is one of the most powerful ways that we 
proclaim our faith, obey scripture, cleanse ourselves 
from sin, and identify with the burial of Jesus Christ.

ACTING ON YOUR FAITH
Right before Jesus ascended into Heaven, he told 
the disciples that, “repentance and the forgiveness 
of sins should be proclaimed in His name, to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem (Luke 24:47).”

It was just a few days later when Peter would stand 
with the disciples and fulfill Jesus commission before 
the crowds on the day of Pentecost.  When they 
asked, “What should we do?” Peter responded, “…
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins…”

Jesus had already established that baptism was a 
necessary response of our faith.  He was speaking to 
Nicodemus in John 3 when he said that to enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven you must be born again of water 
and of Spirit.  Jesus repeated the message to his 
disciples when he told them, “He that believes and is 
baptized shall be saved (Mark 16:16)”

When you put your faith in Jesus Christ, obeying 
the instructions of Jesus to be baptized for the 
forgiveness of all your sins is a necessary for every 
believer.

IDENTIFYING WITH JESUS
Baptism is much more than just a commandment it 
is also linked to a promise.

A long time ago, God called a man named Abraham 
to strike out away from his past and start a new life.  
God promised Abraham, “I will make you a great 
nation, I will bless you and you will be a blessing, all 



the families of the Earth will be blessed by you.”
God told Abraham that His promise was a never-
ending promise, and that same promise can belong 
to us.

For you are all children of God through faith
in Christ Jesus. And all who have been united with 

Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on 
new clothes. There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave 
or free, male or female. For you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. And now that you belong to Christ, you are 

the true children of Abraham. You are his heirs, and 
God’s promise to Abraham belongs to you.

Galatians 3:26–29

Not only does baptism identify us with Jesus 
(Colossians 2:12), it also prepares us for a new life in 
Him.

Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 

too might walk in newness of life.
Romans 6:3–4

HOW SHOULD WE BE 
BAPTIZED?
In Acts 8 Phillip shared the truth about Jesus Christ 
with a man from Ethiopia.  When the man responded 
in faith and asked to be baptized the Bible says they 
went down into the water.

The root word for baptism originally meant to 
submerge.  And as we mentioned before in baptism 
we are “buried with Christ”.  When we are baptized, 
we should be briefly fully covered in water. 

In Acts 19, Paul meets some men who had followed 
the teachings of John the Baptist.  They had been 
baptized for the forgiveness of sins, but Paul 
commanded them to be re-baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.  When we see the importance of 
being “buried with Christ and identifying ourselves 
with the Lord, it becomes evident why everyone who 
was baptized in the New Testament was baptized 



specifically in the name of JESUS.

If you were baptized before without being 
submerged in water, or in the name of Jesus, we 
encourage you to be rebaptized just as we see 
instructed in the Bible.

THE NAME OF JESUS IN THE 
OLD TESTAMENT
God spoke through prophet Isaiah about the 
New Testament experience of salvation when he 
prophesied, “You will be called by a new name, 
which the mouth of the Lord will name
(Isaiah 62:1-2)”

• Isaiah 56:5 says that his name is “an everlasting 
name.”

• Isaiah 57:15 says that his name is “a holy name.”
• Jeremiah 10:6 says that his name is “great in 
might.”

• Malachi 4:2 says that we should “fear his name.”
• Psalm 69:36 says that we should “love his name.”
• Psalm 138:2 says that we should “praise his name.”

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Psalm 124:8

THE NAME OF JESUS IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT

• Philippians 2:9 “The name of Jesus is above every 
name.”

• Colossians 3:17 “Whatever you say or do, do it all 
in the name of Jesus.”

• Acts 4:12 There is no other name, but the name of 
Jesus, that saves.

• Hebrews 1:4 The name of Jesus is more excellent 
than the angels.

• John 14:13 “You can ask for anything in my name.” 

In the Old Testament, God miraculously delivers the 
Israelites from slavery in Egypt. The story of the 
Exodus tells how Pharoah’s army was chasing after 
the Israelites and God parted the Red Sea. As the 



Israelites walked through on dry ground, the chariots 
of Pharaoh’s army got stuck in the mud, and the 
army was completely washed away.

In the New Testament, the burden of Egypt is often 
used as a symbol and illustration of sin.  Jesus said, 
“whoever commits sin is a slave to sin (John 8:34)” 
This is why Paul metaphorically referred to the 
crossing of the Red Sea as baptism (1 Corinthians 
10:2).

When we call upon the powerful saving name 
of Jesus in baptism, the “work of Egypt” or the 
bondage of sin is forever washed away.  We become 
a new person in Jesus Christ.

I WANT TO GET BAPTIZED!
If you would like to get baptized, please let us 
know.  You can let anyone a member of the Guest 
Experience Team know, before or after service, or 
you can email us at info@wayoflifepf.com.

Our baptistry is always clean, and we do our best 
to keep the water warm.  We have clothes you 
can change into and dark blue “weighted” robs to 
wear over.  You can also feel free to bring your own 
change of clothes.

Our normal practice is to do baptisms after our 
normal service is over.  If you would like to get 
baptized at a different time, let us know. 



wayoflifepf.com
110 W. Pflugerville PKWY

Pflugerville, TX 78660

...why are you waiting?
Arise and be baptized,

and wash away
your sins, calling on 
the name of the lord

-ACTS 22:16


