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Anyone remember the 80s TV Series the "A" Team?  

One of the main characters would often say, "I Love it 

when a plan comes together." This quote came to my 

mind the other day but for the opposite reason. It 

seems almost impossible to make any concrete plans 

right now and so I have found the quote actually  

making me laugh as many plans just fall apart. What 

plans? Well, any kind of gathering, graduation, class, 

service, hair cut (boy do I need one), or even surgery.  

All these were planned and then cancelled or 

changed.  So what do we do?  We recalculate. 

 

Recalculating.  It's what happens when you take a 

wrong turn and your GPS recalculates your route.  

Now, this pandemic isn't happening because someone 

made a wrong turn, and yet it has caused our worlds' 

GPS to recalculate. While it continues to be             

unbelievably frustrating for many during this         

pandemic, I feel like God is calling us to see what is 

still working. Have you noticed how the Good News 

about Jesus is going out in different and yet very     

effective ways?   

 

What I want to say is this: we have no control over 

this virus and yet we can opt to see the positives and 

strive to find creative ways to serve God.  One way 

has been through the internet.  Our church has always 

valued reaching out online and we have been     

streaming all of our services for roughly two years 

now.  Right now, we are often reaching more people 

via our livestream than some in-person services.  I 

still believe in person services are way better, and yet 

technology enables us to worship together with      

people from PA, Il, MI, MN, KS, CA WA, NJ, NY, 

and even India on many Sunday Mornings! 

 

We have also seen some new ways to give financially 

and an incredible amount of generosity from all of 

you at CMLCS, as well as the many friends who have 

contributed online.  CMLCS has been able to provide 

online services for people all over the country whose 

churches may not offer a live stream church service.  

We continue to have Zoom Bible Studies almost     

every day of the week, giving people even more       

opportunities to get together. The point is that our 

church never really closed - we just had to              

recalculate. We are heading towards the same         

destination with the same mission. We are just taking 

some different roads to get there.  

 

For me, this has helped to bring the mission of God's 

church into focus. The churches' objective is to make 

disciples.  That involves baptizing and teaching about 

Jesus and the life He has given to us. We exist to 

bring hope and comfort to those who need it and we 

are continuing to do that.   

 

Sadly, we lost two dear members of our church      

during this time and God still provided a way for His 

hope to be given to those hurting families.  Our office 

is still quite busy and all the work of accounting and 

bill paying is being done by faithful members who are 

serving in a amazing way. I would like thank          

everyone who has been working so hard during this 

time and for all of the prayers that are helping many 

get through this difficult time. We will continue to 

recalculate as needed and trust that God goes with us.  

Let's all look to Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 

faith. Hebrews 12:2   

 

In Christ,  

 

Pastor Fred Hoover 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk   

RECALCULATING? 
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 THE ELDERS      Jeff Walker 
The words grace and peace are found 

in all of Paul’s greetings in his New 

Testament letters to the churches. And 

in his letters to Timothy and Titus, he 

includes mercy: “Grace, mercy, and 

peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord” (1 Tim. 1:2) 
 

I have been thinking about this greeting a lot recently 

for two reasons. First, in our Saturday morning men’s 

Bible Study, we have discussed several of Paul’s letters 

and are currently reading 1 Timothy.  Second, in these 

challenging times with the Covid Pandemic and stay at 

home orders, these words take on special meaning for 

me as well. 
 

For the past 11 weeks or so, my world and I expect 

yours has changed dramatically. 
 

 We have been unable to join together in             

fellowship at church for worship services, Bible 

study, or other activities.  I feel blessed though 

that we can continue to attend our church services 

and many Bible studies through streaming.  
 

 Many of us are working in a totally different way.  

Since the third week of March, I have been     

working from home and am often on video calls 

throughout the day rather than seeing colleagues 

face to face.  I feel fortunate that I can still work 

while so many others are not able to. 
 

 We are unable to see and be with friends and    

family.  Last month, my mother was sick in the 

hospital for two weeks and we were unable to visit 

her and support her through her illness. Praise the 

Lord that she recovered and is at home, but I still 

have not been able to visit with her.  Of course, 

our prayers are with those families that have lost 

loved ones during this time. 
 

 Although my kids are grown and out of the house, 

many parents are dealing with the daily struggle of 

trying to do their jobs while also home-schooling.  

I feel for them! 

 Events that hold such importance and significance 

for people, such as graduations and weddings, 

have had to be done in a different way or        

postponed for a later time. 
 

All of these situations and many others related to the 

current crisis can make us uncomfortable, fearful,      

anxious, and give us cause to lose hope!  How do we 

deal with all of this?   

 

We need to focus on grace, mercy and peace that comes 

from God as Paul states in 1 Tim 1:2.  Notice, Paul 

does not stop his greeting with the word peace, but 

links the true source of grace and peace to Christ’s     

sacrifice and the security that only God can provide. 

Remember, Jesus shared with us in John 14:27, “Peace 

I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 

world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 

troubled, neither let them be afraid.”  This is the peace 

that Paul is referencing in his greeting. 
 

We all face challenges with the pandemic, now and in 

the future.  However, we know that God is with us.  His 

grace and mercy are taking care of our souls, forgiving 

us of our sins, and providing us everlasting life through 

his son Jesus' sacrifice.  He is with me daily and that 

gives me tremendous peace. 
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President Report       Rob Hall 

REOPENING IS ON THE HORIZON 
 

When it comes to the subject of reopening worship     

services in the sanctuary, I feel somewhat like General 

Douglas MacArthur saying, “I will return!” to the   

Philippines. There is great conviction and determination 

but some ambiguity regarding timing and other  details. 
 

Church Council and the Elders have authorized a        

Reopening Team to manage our restarting worship in 

our building. The Reopening Team, chaired by me as 

President, includes Pastor Fred Hoover, John Grobe, 

Josh Nelson, Larry Blackmon, Linda Knoll and Dori 

Juskalian. This group is already meeting. 
 

On May 22, President Trump designated houses of   

worship as essential services and Governor Wolf     

scheduled Chester County to move from Red Phase to 

Yellow Phase on June 5. This chart shows PA’s phase 

rules.  

PA has not yet made special rules for houses of        

worship; however, two of the most dangerous activities 

are eating in an indoor restaurant and attending an      

indoor worship service. Proverbs 22:3 tells us, “A pru-

dent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple 

keep going and suffer for it.” 
 

Officers, elders, and staff of Christ Memorial will both 

serve and protect our members and neighbors as we     

reopen our house of worship. Once services begin,   

members should be in joyful worship with no sense of 

fear. Reopening our church building should not reduce 

online services we are currently offering as these may 

still be relied upon by members who are not yet able or 

comfortable to be attend in person.  

 

Reopening should be conducted with a focus on the 

safety of those who come to worship. Reopening will 

not be driven by economic or political factors. As         

we said before, we will respect restrictions from             

government authorities. 

 

However, within those parameters, our decisions should 

be driven first by science and the demographics of our 

congregation. Beyond that our decisions should be     

driven by responsible interpretation of the faith, desires 

and opinions of our leaders and members. 

 

We do not want Christ Memorial to become a news item 

like the choir practice in Oregon or the pool party in    

Arkansas. We understand that even the Green phase will 

have restrictions and be a “new normal” until a vaccine 

is readily available. 

 

We are NOT starting to worship on June 7th since this 

would only allow for 25 people to attend each worship 

service. We expect further clarification of capacity limits 

for houses of worship, theaters, and other large venues. 

We also wish to observe several weeks of community 

statistics after the change from Red to Yellow phase 

here. When a date is selected, it will be communicated 

several weeks in advance. 

President article continues on page 4 
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The Reopening Team agreed that we should have    

certain supplies on hand to facilitate proper cleaning 

before, between, and after services. Our Office       

Manager was directed to procure no touch liquid hand 

sanitizer stations and a supply of masks, gloves, and 

disinfectant wipes. Decisions on other items such as 

plexiglass and UV air cleaners were deferred. 

 

To encourage “social distancing”, a couple of changes 

may be made. We may designate a single entrance and 

a different single exit. Families may be ushered to   

specific pews and stay seated until an usher invites 

them to depart. We may restrict bathrooms to one    

person (family) at a time. We may need to mark 6 foot 

spacing at the mailboxes. 

 

Some parts of the decisions to reopen may depend on 

the feelings of members. We will conduct a survey of 

opinions in the next weeks. The ways to participate 

will be widely distributed. Topics will include masks 

on yourselves and others, temperature checks,         

different ways of serving communion, etc.  

 

We will convey decisions and concerns of the          

Reopening Team to members in newsletter articles, 

email, and by other means. We will tell of behind the 

scene measures being taken and expectations. 

 

When worship services do resume, expect some 

changes. We will work to avoid close personal contact 

in the building; so there will be no coffee hour in the 

Great Room. We may allow cups in the sanctuary if 

you promise to take the empties with you at the end of 

the service. Consenting parties may meet with social 

distancing in the parking lot, but not in the building. It 

will be necessary to remove hymnals and Bibles from 

the sanctuary; so, you should bring your own Bible 

along with that beverage. We may publish bulletins 

but not allow ushers to collect and recycle them.    

Children may need to stay with families even during 

the children’s message. 

 

We will create cleaning teams to go through the     

sanctuary between services. Because of reduced      

seating, we may need an extra service to handle       

everyone. To allow cleaning time, we may need to 

sing fewer stanzas. 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for 

you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future,” so we 

so look forward to joyfully singing together again.  

 

Please pray for our Reopening Team to find the right 

answers. Proverbs 15:22 tells us, “Plans fail for lack 

of counsel but with many advisors they succeed,” so, if 

you have thoughts on reopening, please feel free to tell 

them to us now; but those should be statements not 

questions – we already have a supply of them. After he 

returned to the Philippines, General MacArthur also 

said “Preparedness is the key to success and victory.”  

President Report cont.      Rob Hall 
President article from page 3 

Even though we are not meeting in the church, you can still support the Ministry at Christ Memorial with your     

regular offerings.  Please mail your offerings to the church at 89 Line Rd, Malvern PA 19355 or utilize the online 

bill pay option from your bank.  
 

You can also donate online at our website: http://christmemorial.us/   and 

scroll down to “Make a Donation” button. Click on it and it will take you to 

Giving Fuel. There you will have the option to donate by check or credit /

debit card or you can text a whole dollar amount to 610-557-8424.  

Ways to Donate 

http://christmemorial.us/
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Voters’ Meeting - June 28th 

Proposed Budget and June Voters’ Meeting 
 

Amid all the unusual things that are occurring, we still have a 

few normal practices we need to fulfill.  
 

Our By-laws, which can be downloaded from our website,  

http://www.christmemorial.us, call for a June Voters’ Meeting. 

The primary purpose of that meeting is to approve a budget for 

the fiscal year from July 1 to June 30. Council approved calling 

the June Voters’ Meeting on Zoom for Sunday, June 28. This  

article is the required notice of the meeting. 
 

The various boards, committees, and officers have been feeding information to the Finance   

Committee over the last month or so. They expect to receive the last information on June 2 and 

complete the proposed budget for presentation to Council. Council will have a meeting (also by 

Zoom) on Monday, June 8, for that purpose.  
 

The proposed budget will be publicized shortly thereafter along with the specific time and 

shortcut for the Zoom meeting.  
 

The June Voters’ Meeting is a general meeting which can conduct old and new business. If you 

have any business to present, it is EXPECTED that you will submit a written copy of such business 

to the church office a week before the meeting. This will allow fair distribution of the items for 

consideration by Voters. 
 

Thank you. 

Rob Hall VOTERS’       MEETING 
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Not Forgotten! 

 

We are happy that you have not forgotten us! And 

hopefully you will be happy that we have not forgotten 

you!  
  

With all of the regulations, suggestions and comments 

from various sources, both official and unofficial, our 

guidance continues to come from our good Lord. With 

that in mind we ask you to continue praying for the Mid 

Atlantic Branch of Orphan Grain Train.  
  

While waiting to open we have been guided to establish 

a process for opening when the correct time arrives. 

When the government and the CDC gives the ok we 

will be ready to open. As a board we have developed an 

operating plan which takes into consideration our most 

valuable asset, our volunteers.   
  

We will be following standards to insure a healthy    

environment for those coming to the MAB warehouse. 

This will include temperature checks, sanitizing         

surfaces, social distancing, hand sanitizing and        

controlling the area in which we operate. We will start 

out with half days in order to avoid the necessity of 

bringing lunches and encouraging close contact. Our 

daily devotion will be a bit shorter, but meaningful. We 

initially will be asking volunteers to call in and sign up 

for a specific day in order to attain the social distancing 

protocol. 
  

It will be a bit different, however we are anticipating 

the need worldwide to be increasing as a result of the 

pandemic. There also will be some additional projects 

which will add to the need for volunteers as we get    

situated. We have been promised children’s chairs,    

tables, and desks from a school which is closing down. 

Also there is the possibility of some food processing 

equipment which can be used by missions in various 

countries. These are some of the opportunities which 

we are looking forward to.  
  

Our bicycle project is moving 

right along. Do you have a    

bicycle which needs a new 

home? We can pick it up, bring 

it back to life, if necessary, and 

put a big smile on some persons face, possibly in some 

foreign country. 
  

We thank those of you who have gathered clothing and 

are storing it in anticipation of our warehouse opening. 

Please “hang on” for a few more weeks and we will 

gladly accept it. 
  

We will keep you informed as to what the Lord has in 

store for us for opening. We ask your prayers to guide 

us in His direction.  
 

To God alone be the glory. 
 
Cliff Kraft 5/25/20 

 
“I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you” John 14:18 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN Mid Atlantic Branch  Cliff Kraft 

How You Can Help During the Quarantine 
  

 Pray for God’s protection now, and His  
guidance when we reopen. 

 

 Keep clothing donations until we can 
take them. 

 

 Donate bikes to repairman Tom       
Fuesler. tpfuesler@gmail.com    

 

 Contribute financially to our branch . 
Checks may be payable to OGT Mid   
Atlantic branch and mailed to 89 Line 
Road, Malvern, PA 19355 or you can   
donate online by going to:https://
www.ogt.org/branches/mid-atlantic/  
Click on the button below the picture 
that read “Donate to Mid Atlantic”  
and follow instructions. 

mailto:tpfuesler@gmail.com
https://www.ogt.org/branches/mid-atlantic/
https://www.ogt.org/branches/mid-atlantic/
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Stewardship Corner  
 

God Equips and Motivates  
Us to Give 

 
To check a person’s reflexes, a doctor will often tap a 

person's knee with a little hammer, and, if everything 

is as it should be, the person's leg automatically jerks 

up.  This is so common that a spontaneous response is 

often referred to as a "knee jerk" reaction. 

 

In the area of stewardship, it isn't often that we        

respond with a knee jerk reaction.  Most people are not 

spontaneous givers, nor do they drop whatever they're 

doing to help someone else.  We do not find that we 

naturally love to give or offer help.  We like to stay in 

control of our time and abilities and money and        

usually look for what we can receive in return for our 

efforts. 

 

That isn't how God would like us to be.  He has given 

to many of us all we need and plenty more so that we'll 

be able to share with others.  In fact, He would like for 

us to be like the Thessalonians.  The Apostle Paul 

commended them, because, he wrote, "…you became 

an example to all the believers in Macedonia and 

Achaia…the Word of the Lord sounded forth from 

you…your faith in God has gone forth every-

where..." (1 Thessalonians 1:7-8). 

 

Our giving inspires others to give. Our helping        

encourages others to help. We can be stewardship 

models just like the Thessalonians. There are some 

people who are giving by nature. You've heard the   

expression, "He'd give you the shirt off his back,"    

referring to someone who gives with no thought for 

his own needs.   

 

All of us are called as Christian stewards to give of 

ourselves and our resources.  We pray that God will 

give us the desire to give.  We know God will provide 

the resources and the opportunities.  He not only    

blesses the recipients of those who receive our gifts, 

He also blesses us through our giving. 

 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for Your 

generosity to me  All that I am and have are gifts from 

You.  Enable me to give generously.  In Jesus’        

precious and holy name, I pray.  Amen.  

 
Blessings on your journey as a steward!  

WHEN WE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO 
PEOPLE IN NEED, WE DEMONSTRATE 

MORE LOVE FOR THEM THAN FOR  
OUR MONEY. 

 

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good 
 to everyone, and especially to those who are of  

the household of faith” (Galatians 6;10). 
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Greetings from the Women’s Guild!   

 

MITES!!! - Even though we are not meeting, it is still 
important to collect the mites.  In lieu of coins, please 
write a check payable to CLMC Women’s Guild and 
mail it to our treasurer, Linda Erwin at: 
 

 

Contact info on or after 6/1/20:  
Erwin, Linda  
307 Amore Ln, Apt F  
Bel Air, MD  21015  
linda.erwin@comcast.net  
610-883-7135 
 

May Happenings - There was no meeting in May.   
 

Tuesday, May 9th Meeting Cancelled 
 

Due to the current situation our meeting for June is  
cancelled.  One item that would have been voted on at 
this time is the election for Vice President and Secre-
tary. Chris Gasslein has graciously consented to contin-
ue on as Secretary.  We still need someone for the posi-
tion of  Vice President.  Becca   Futty, the current Vice 
President  will at the end of her term be stepping into 
the president position. If anyone is interested in the 
Vice President position or would like more information, 
please contact Linda Knoll at office@christmemorial.us 
Installation will be at our September meeting. 
 
June 12-14, 2020, LWML E.D. 38th 
Biennial Convention  is cancelled 
 

Although the convention is cancelled 
there are still events happening that you 
can participate in.  
 

Also Susan Bell is doing her own mite walk on          
Saturday, June 13th at the Struble Trail in Downing-
town.  All of the proceeds will go to mites to help pay 
for the new mission grants we will approve in June.  So, 
if you would like to sponsor her, she and LWML would 
really appreciate it!  Any amount will be appreciated! 
Please write any checks to me and send it to the address 
below and then Susan will write one big check to 
LWML Eastern District. 
  
Susan Bell 
814 Dover Court Place 
Downingtown, PA 19335 

During the weekend of June 12th - 14th, many parts 
of the Eastern District Convention will be posted on 
the LWML Eastern District Website.  The following 
convention items will be posted for you to enjoy.  Each 
"event" will be on the web at  http://www.east-dist-
lwml.org/Convention2020.html  This internet address 
will take you straight to the Convention page.  From 
there, Kathy Pavelock, our webmaster, will set up click 
on sites for you to attend each "event."  The events 
listed below will be up all day for you to "attend." 
 
On Friday, June 12th look for: 
 

 Video Welcome from LWML ED President, Susan 
Bell. 

 Key Note Presentation from Linda Arnold, former 
national LWML Vice President. 

 Opening Worship Sermon from Dr. Rev. Chris 
Wicher, President of the LCMS ED. 

 
On Saturday, June 13th the website will present: 
 

 Eastern District Jr. Counselor, Rev. John Zimmer-
man leading a Convention Theme Bible study. 

 Announcement of voting results for newly elected 
2020-2022 Eastern District officers, Total Mission 
Goal and Mission Grants Projects. 

 
On Sunday, June 14th, the website will post: 
 

 National LWML Junior Counselor and national 
LWML Representative to our convention, Rev.   
Brian Noack presenting a Convention Bible study. 

 Convention Closing Worship Sermon from Eastern 
District Senior Counselor, Rev. Sean Walters. 

 Closing video from LWML Eastern District       
President, Susan Bell.  

 
Tuesday, July 14th Officer Planning Meeting 
 

The officers and interested parties will meet tentatively 
on July 14th to plan the upcoming year.  This will be a 
Zoom meeting.  More information will be forthcoming. 
 
Eastern District LWML 2020 Fall Retreat 
 

It’s time to think about coming to our annual fall    
retreat at Camp Pioneer on Sept. 18-20, 2020. This 
may be our last one at Camp Pioneer. It 
will be hosted by the  Buffalo Zone and 
the theme is “Can Do With Jesus”  base on 
Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things 
through Christ, who strengthens me.”  
  

 LWML, Women’s Guild       
All women High School  age and up are 
invited to Women Guild. Come join us in 
Christian service and fellowship.  

http://www.east-dist-lwml.org/Convention2020.html
http://www.east-dist-lwml.org/Convention2020.html
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LWML Retreat Camperships are available for first 
time attendees or those with financial hardship.       
Registration starts May 1st! Application along with 
registration can be found in the Spring LINK.         
The Spring LINK can be found online so check    
http://www.east-dist-lwml.org/Events.html or email 
the church office and I will email a copy of the LINK 
to you.  
 
Also in the LINK is an order form for sweatshirts and 
hoodies to commemorate our time at Camp Pioneer. 
Order deadline is July 15th. Please note when order-
ing that these are Men sizes. 

If you never been to Camp Pioneer, it is a 
lovely retreat center situated on Lake Erie. 
Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to join 
your sisters in Christ as they nourished, 
encouraged and strengthened their faith 
together. 

 
LWML PODCAST 
 

LWML on the GO is a podcast for Christian Women 
consisting of short devotional thoughts accompanied 
by beautiful music.  
 

Our own Becca Futty read 
and  edited this brand new         
resource, and our pianist 
Kyle Faber wrote and    
performed the music. You 
can subscribe via any pod-
casting app you choose. If 
you need help finding a 
way to listen please       
contact  Becca at: 
 

rebeccafutty@gmail.com.  
 

For more info please visit: 
http://www.lwml.org/
podcast  

 LWML, Women’s Guild       

Sweatshirts Order Deadline - July 15th 

The Lenten offerings, along with matching dollars from the Baker 

Mission Fund, were sent to missions in West Chester, Philadelphia, 

Liberia, Albania, and around the world. Contributions to these minis-

tries exceeded $10,000. Responses are still being received which 

thank the members of the congregation for their generosity and 

their participation in the spread of the gospel. Some have said that 

the gifts came at just the right time. Others told of the people being reached by the gospel. 
 

 Nearer to home, food donations were delivered to the Salvation Army Manna from Heaven in early May. Capts. 

Maria & Jesus Corraliza, Commanding Officers & Pastors wrote “We would like to thank you for the fantastic job 

your congregation did. The donations were well timed as our pantry has seen a 75% decline in donations due to 

the pandemic. As a result, it has been difficult to fill our shelves to serve our most vulnerable clients.  We truly 

appreciate your continue efforts and generosity.” The next collection will be Saturday, June 13.  See article by 

Tom Bott on back page. 

Mission       Dave Sonnenberg 

http://www.east-dist-lwml.org/Events.html
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Pre-School & Kindergarten News  Jodie Merow 

It has been a time like no other for all of us! I hope 

you are all doing well and staying safe! I hope you 

have been able to feel the love of your family and 

friends even while social distancing. 
 

 The staff, children, and families of CMLS have found 

many creative ways to stay connected during these, 

“Stay at Home” weeks! Although we were sad to miss 

so many of our end of school activities, the staff      

finished the year’s curriculum on-line and the stayed 

connected to the children through letters, phone calls, 

emails, You Tube stories and lessons and ZOOM 

meetings.  

Our Kindergarten class of 2020 had two great end of 

school events! On Monday, May 18, we had a, 

“Wave, Drop and Go”, time, where the children drove 

through the traffic circle and picked up all of their  

belongings which were laid out in bags on the left side 

of the circle. On the right side of the circle, the       

Kindergarten staff, Pastor Hoover, Rob Hall,  Dave 

and Carol Sonnenberg,  Linda Knoll and myself, all 

stood more than six feet apart and waved to the      

families as they drove by! Steve Schumm filmed the 

event and Linda Knoll made us beautiful banners! It 

was such a great boost to everyone’s heart to finally 

get to see the children and families!  
 

The Kindergarten also had a  ZOOM graduation! 

Each family joined in on our ZOOM meeting and  

Pastor and Mr. Dave prayed beautifully with the    

children and families. The Kindergarten team read a 

poem to the children and announced each name. Each 

family then gave their child a certificate which the 

teachers had provided. The children turned their      

tassels and we all cheered and ended with a song! I 

reminded the children to 

think positively in all         

situations. Instead of 

thinking we are the only 

class that did not get to    

graduate in the church, 

instead     realize you are 

the ONLY class from 

CMLCS ever to gradu-

ate on ZOOM! Instead 

of feeling you missed 

the ordinary, realize you 

are extraordinary! 
 

 

Jodie and Amy waving to the student and family  WAVE, GRAB & GO! 

KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION 
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The school year also ended for all our children 2x2 

through Pre-K on May 19. Each of those classes will 

also have a special , “Wave , Grab and Go” time     

during the first week of June. 
 

I am happy to tell you we have 137 children registered 

for the 2020-2021 school year. During this time of 

quarantine, we have registered four new Kindergarten 

children, bringing out total for Kindergarten to 27!  
 

We are incredibly sad to see some staff members leave 

CMLCS. We wish the following staff members all of 

God’s blessings as they move on from CMLCS: 

Elaine Thompson who has been at CMLCS for more 

than 30 years! Liz Dickson who has been here more 

than twelve years. Kimberly Kistler who was with us 

last year and Susan Forde who leaves us to have her 

fourth child! We are also excited to welcome, Katie 

D’Imperio and Bernadette Brady to our staff for the 

2020-2021 school year! 
 

On behalf of the staff of CMLCS, I want to thank you 

for your faithfulness in deciding to pay the staff during 

this time when school was closed. It is my prayer that 

God will return that blessing to you, the church, one 

hundred-fold!  
 

I hope you all have a wonderful summer! I look      

forward to seeing you all again when school hopefully 

opens in September! You are appreciated and loved! 

Pre-School & Kindergarten News  Jodie Merow 

MORE “WAVE, 
GRAB & GO!”  

PICTURES 



TO ALL THE DADS 
 
 

Father’s 
Day 

 
 Sunday, 
June 21st 
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Resource you can use 
 

RightNow Media 
 
RIGHTNOWMEDIA.org and it is totally 
free to you and your family.  Its super 
easy to sign up - go to this link on christ-
memorial.us - https://christmemorial.us/media/rightnow-media 
 

Just follow the steps with a user name and password. You can know sign in and enjoy the content. 
 

If you click on Christ Memorial Lutheran Church - there are resources especially chosen for CMLCS 
families - especially devotions and music for kids.  What a great time to help our kids to follow       
Jesus.  For adults there is also wealth of resources.   

BIBLE STUDY OR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED FOR SUMMER 
  
We would like to know if you are interested in teaching a Bible Study or 

Sunday School class during the summer term that begins July 5th and 

goes until September 6th (9 weeks). If you are interested in either please 

contact Ron Niesen (ron.niesen@verizon.net) for adult education classes 

or Jeff Walker (Walk1592001@yahoo.com) for Sunday School classes.  

 

DONATION OF A PIANO 
 

We recently received a donation of a piano 

for Fellowship Hall. We would like to 

thank, Jon Futty, Brad Harkins, Ron Niesen 

and Keith Shelton for picking up the piano 

and moving it for us. 

SING THE DOXOLOGY  - 20 seconds to scrub your hands and your heart! 
 

DOXOLOGY  
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
Amen 
 

"Clip this and tape it to the mirror over your sink   
because we love you and want you back safe." 

https://christmemorial.us/media/rightnow-media
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 IN MEMORIAM         
Doris “Dee”  Bird Gorden 

 

October 16, 1924   
to April 30, 2020 

 

 

Doris Bird Gorden, age 95 of 
Malvern, PA passed away on 
Thursday, April 30, 2020. 
She was born on October 16, 
1924 in Detroit, Michigan to 
the late Robert Moore Bird 
and Evelyn Stephens Bird. 
She was the beloved wife of 
the late William Gorden, who 
passed away on October 19, 
2019, after spending 72 years 
of marriage together.  

 

Prior to their marriage, Doris attended Bowling Green 
State University, also became an air line stewardess for 
Capitol Airlines and later obtained her pilot’s license. 
 

Following the end of WWII, William returned home 
and they were married in 1947.Their first child was 
David William Gorden born March 27 1950.Shortly 
thereafter their second child Janet Elaine Gorden      
Rubino was born June 3 1952 in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
 

Doris contracted Polio and has remained paralyzed, 
since 1955. She gave birth to their third child Michael 
Warren Gorden, January 2, 1956 while in the iron 
lung.  Robert Joseph Gorden was born June 18, 1965, 
in Bryn Mawr, Pa, where the family moved in 1959. 
 

Doris never let her handicap stop her and she faced 
many challenges but always forged forward.  She was 
a member of Gamma Phi Beta’s which she joined 
while going to college at Bowling Green. This group of 
women remained faithful friends throughout her       
lifetime. Doris always played an active role with her 
Sorority. 
 

Later she became very active with Bryn Mawr         
Rehabilitation Hospital. She was integral in the        
development of fundraisers including, the first County 
Fair and Art Ability, which remains an Active Juried 
Art Show today. 
 

Doris and Bill were members of Waynesboro County 
club for decades. They loved to travel and saw the 
world together. 
 

In 2011 Doris and Bill moved to an active adult       
community in Reading. She remained steadfast in her 
commitment to her church Christ Memorial Lutheran 
Church in Malvern and her beloved Family. 

Doris is survived by her four children; David William 
Gorden (Susan Irene Gorden), Janet Rubino (Arthur  
B. Herling), Michael Warren Gorden and Robert      
Joseph Gorden. Doris is also survived by her eight 
grandchildren; Justin Lee Rubino, Natalie Paige      
Bentley, Carmen Michael Rubino, Elizabeth Schneider 
(Kevin), Christina Nelson (Marc), Eric William       
Gorden, (Camille Hanson), Kristopher Gorden (Sara 
Beth Brooks), Patrick Gorden (Sarah Beth Martin) and 
her eleven great-grandchildren. 
 

Services were private. To view Doris’s service that 
was held on Wednesday, May 6th, go to https://
www.facebook.com/MaugerGivnishFuneralHome/live/ 
 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made in Doris’s name to Wounded Warrior Project 
at  https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/ 

Married on 9/13/1947 

Doris as a young pilot Bill and Doris 

Graduation 

Doris with her older sister 
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Nicole Brescia will be 

graduating from the 

Downingtown STEM 

Academy. This fall 

she will be attending 

James Madison Uni-

versity majoring in 

Economics. 
  
 

 
 

 

 

Jacob Grobe is graduat-

ing from Great Valley 

High School. He will be 

attending James Madison 

University in the fall 

studying Business. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Peter Joseph Nelson is grad-

uating from West Chester 

Rustin High School. Pete 

has achieved Honor Roll 

every marking period while 

a student at Rustin.  He has 

participated in basketball, 

track and field, and tennis 

and is a member of Fellow-

ship of Christian Athletes.  

Through his Entrepreneur class, he qualified and compet-

ed in the statewide DECA competition this year.  He will 

be attending the University of Pittsburgh where he will 

major in Biology/Biochemistry. 
 

Jakob Bryant is a 

graduate from Down-

ingtown East High 

School. He will attend 

Syracuse University in 

the fall and intends to 

major in aerospace  

engineering. 

 
 

Jacob William Hoover 
will be graduating from 
Great Valley High School 
in Malvern, PA on June 5, 
2020. He plans to attend 
Concordia U.  Wisconsin, 
just north of Milwaukee, 
WI this upcoming Fall. He 
hopes to study Environ-
mental Science, perhaps 
leading to a career in the 
field of Wildlife Manage-
ment or Conservation.  He 
has been honored to serve here at Christ Memorial    
Lutheran by helping out with the churches' Live 
Streaming and Tech ministry.  Thank you for all of your 
prayers and support over these past five years at 
CMLCS.   

 

 

Kayelee Ryan will be 
graduating from Great 
Valley High School.  She 
will be attending TCU 
(Texas Christian Univer-
sity) in the fall. She 
plans to Major in Interi-
or Design with a double 
minor in Lighting and 
Entrepreneurship.   

CMLC 2020 H.S. Graduates 

Nicole Brescia 

Pete Nelson 

Jacob Grobe Jacob Hoover 

Jakob Bryant 

Kayelee Ryan 

Graduating H.S. seniors not pictured: Valerie Callaghan and Emily McGrory 
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Katelyn Louise Stalker graduated from West Chester University with a 

B. S.  In Forensic & Toxicological Chemistry and a B. S. E. D.  In 

Chemistry Education; Minor  in Biology & Mathematics Cum Laude. 

She was  a member & Treasurer of Gamma  Sigma Epsilon - Chemistry 

Honor Society 

 

She has applied to work in a lab to continue her education in a year. Is 

currently waiting to hear from several opportunities when life opens 

again! 

 
 
 
 

 
Stephen Robert Toner graduated from Widener University with a 

Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering on May 16, 2020.  He was 

also awarded a Leadership Certificate from the Oskin Leadership     

Institute. Stephen was part of a team for his senior project for research 

and development for a device that would generate emergency power 

during a storm. His next goals are to take the Fundamentals of           

Engineering Exam and find a job in his field. 

CMLC 2020 College Graduates 

Good News 

Stephen Toner 

Susan McGrory 

Katelyn Stalker 

Congratulation to our Graduates! 

“May He grant you your heart's desire 

    and fulfill all your plans!” 

Psalm 20:4 (ESV) 
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   Bible      Studies 
Women Tuesday Evening  Zoom Bible Study, 7 pm   

   

Join us Tuesday Evening at 7 pm for the Bible Study on “Overflowing Abundance” 
by Donna Snow. Through this 6-lesson Bible study on Jesus’ feeding of the five 
thousand, we invite you to dig deep into Scripture to see a compelling picture of our 
compassionate Savior. This study will conclude on Tuesday, June 23rd. 
 

For more information or to join the Zoom meeting contact Becca Futty at 
rebeccafutty@gmail.com or the church office at office@christmemorial.us  

 L.I.G.H.T.  (Ladies in God’s Hands Together) - Wednesday, 9:30 am  

L.I.G.H.T.  (Ladies in God’s Hands Together) -    Is meeting on Wednesday morning at 9:30 

am - 11:30 am through Zoom. We are continuing the study, “Bible Study Together”. This 

study guides you through the Bible chronologically while connecting New and Old 

Testament passages together in daily reading. Included are study questions, videos, maps, 

and more so that you can go beyond merely reading the Bible to experiencing the life in its pages.  This 

study will go through the summer and will conclude on Wednesday, September 9th. 
 

If you wish to join the class, please contact Cindy Kaminskas at mclmm@msn.com or 610-331-0704.  

Wednesday Evening  Zoom Bible Study - with Pastor @ 7 pm  
 

Join us Wednesday Evening at 7 pm for the Bible Study, “Psalm 119.” Even the most      ma-
ture believers face dark nights of the soul. During those times God seems distant, his Word 
feels dry, and the vibrant intimacy we knew before seems absent leaving us           wondering, 
“Where is the Lord in this?” In Psalm 119, Matt Chandler aims to introduce viewers to the 
words of King David who experienced similar seasons of life. Serving as the anchor for the 
study, Psalm 119 demonstrates the power of God’s Word in the lives of      believers and its 
ability to provide a warm blanket for the soul. 
 

We will meet each Wednesday Night at 7 pm for 10 sessions which started May 27th on Zoom. If you miss a 
session, the videos and participant’s handouts can be found on  from RightNow Media. If you haven’t signed 
up for RightNow Media, go to: https://christmemorial.us/media/rightnow-media Scroll down and click on “Here” to 
request access. 
 

For more information or to join the Zoom meeting contact Pastor Fred at pastor@christmemorial.us or the 
church office at office@christmemorial.us  

The Book of Joshua Zoom Bible Study, Tuesday, 7:30 pm   
   

Started on Tuesday, May 26th, at 7:30 pm, I will lead a class on The Book of Joshua for 11-

weeks. This class will start at the beginning of Joshua and not be in sync with Sunday’s class. 

There is a workbook for Joshua that can be downloaded. The link was sent out in an email. If you 

no longer have the link, please contact the church office or Ron Niesen and it will be sent to you. 
 

For more information or to join the Zoom meeting, contact Ron Niesen at ronniesen@verizon.net 

or the church office at office@christmemorial.us 

https://christmemorial.us/media/rightnow-media
javascript:void(0);
mailto:office@christmemorial.us
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M.I.G.H.T. (Men in God’s Hands Together) - Saturday, 8:30 am  

 

(Men’s Saturday Bible Study; 8am-9:30am - Saturday) – Please join us 

through Zoom for a dynamic discussion of books of the Bible and Christian 

topics. Our current study is on  Philippians. For more information or to join 

the Zoom meeting, contact Jeff Walker at walk1592001@yahoo.com M.I.G.H.T. 

 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) - Thursday, 10 am 
 

 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) Women’s Thursday morning Bible study  

continues to meet on Zoom from 10:00-11:30 am. Starting on May 29th we will use a study by 

Donna Pyle, ONE Extraordinary NIGHT.  This 5 part study is based on Luke 2:8-14 and the 

events surrounding Jesus’ birth. At the conclusion of this study, we will take a break until    

September 24th. 
  

Please contact Beth Quinn (bethkquinn@gmail.com, 610-761-0263) if you’d like to join us so she can send 

you the Zoom link and studies. 

   Bible      Studies 
Wednesday Evening Zoom Bible Study - with Pastor @ 9 pm 

 

Late Night with the Hoovers starts on Weds Night at 9pm on Zoom! Log onto 

our new gathering on Zoom! On Late Night with the Hoovers, we will              

be checking out some amazing faith stories and God's Words to live by from 

iamsecond.com.  
 

For more information or to join the Zoom meeting contact Pastor Fred at             

pastor@christmemorial.us or the church office at office@christmemorial.us 

The Ten Commandments Zoom Bible Study, Thursday, 7:30 pm 
  
   

Starting this Thursday, May 28th, at 7:30 pm, Jon Hofmeister will lead a class 

on The Ten Commandments for 11 weeks. This class will start at the beginning 

of the Ten Commandments, as outlined in the 2017 CPH Small Catechism (not 

in sync with Sunday’s class). You do not need this book for the class, but it 

helps for out-of-class reading. 

 

For more information or to join the Zoom meeting, contact Jon Hofmeister at jon.hofmeister@comcast.net or 

the church office at office@christmemorial.us 

mailto:walk1592001@yahoo.com
mailto:office@christmemorial.us
mailto:jon.hofmeister@comcast.net
mailto:office@christmemorial.us
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Sunday School Classes begins at 9:45 am. They use the ZOOM application on your 

computer, laptop or phone. To join the ZOOM meeting for your class, please check 

your weekly email sent out with the Sunday bulletin. Or you can contact the church  

office or the Sunday school leader. 
 

Adult Classes: 
 

The Book of Joshua – Leader: Ron Niesen 
 

A cursory glance of the book of Joshua might tempt the reader to conclude that it 

is nothing more than a compelling history of Israel spanning their crucial first thirty 

years in the land of Canaan … it is much more than this. Joshua reveals         

what their relationship, and consequently ours today, must be with God and His 

Messiah, Jesus Christ. We find in this scripture numerous examples of God’s 

grace. Through His shepherding, God fulfills His promise of land given centuries 

before to Abraham (Genesis 12:6–7). Christological roots run deep here as well. 

These sink deep into the rich soil of  antiquity, then bud out to point us to Jesus 

Christ. He is the New Testament Joshua who conquered sin, death, and the devil 

on our behalf, giving us an eternal kingdom (Luke 12:32). There is a workbook for Joshua that can be 

downloaded. The link was sent out in an email. If you no longer have the link, please contact the 

church office and it will be sent to you. 

 

The Ten Commandments – Leader: Pastor Jon Hofmeister 
  

No, not the Charlton Heston Movie, but the real thing! In this class, 

we will be studying the Ten Commandments as outlined in the Bible 

and Luther’s Small Catechism. We expect the discussions to be as 

lively and insightful as they were two years ago in our Adult 

“Through the Catechism” class. Having a copy of the new 2017  

edition of Luther’s Small Catechism will be extremely helpful, but 

not required. You may want to get one anyway for your own personal library. They are available for 

$15.99 from Concordia Publishing House (CPH) in either hard or spiral bound. Go to CPH.org and 

using the search bar, type in “catechism”. On CPH, if you select the book there is a tab for other     

formats. If you click on the tab, it shows that the book is available on Amazon Kindle and Apple      

IPhone. If you have any problems, you can email Jon Hofmeister at jon.hofmeister@comcast.net or 

call his cell phone at 215.570.3880 and we will make sure you get a copy.  

 

Children & Youth Classes: 
 

Kids Sunday School with Pastor Fred and Mrs. Schumm; From Toddlers with their parents 

through 6th Grade, come and join us. 

 

Books of the Bible - 7th Grade through High School - Teacher: Pastor Carl Emberger 

Parish Ed - Zoom Classes     



June 2020 Page 19 

 Celebrating with YOU!!!  

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY... 

So Sorry… 
 

 if we missed your special day.   

We would appreciate it if you  

would let the church office know  

so we can update our records.  
 

Thanks! 

Name             Date 

 

Josiah Eubank 6/2 

Dylan McGrory 6/2 

Eric Biesanz  6/3 

Hannah Cullen 6/3 

Christine Spalding 6/3 

Thomas Walsh 6/5 

Meschelle Ryan 6/6 

Erin Kershaw  6/7 

Leanne Shaw  6/7 

Jake Bryant  6/8 

Susanne Ferro 6/9 

Hailey Lighton  6/9 

Beth Allen  6/11 

Liz Noble  6/12 

Steve Schumm 6/12 

Tom Bott  6/15 

Sanjana Devarapalli 6/16 

Diane Scherzer 6/16 

Kayelee Ryan  6/19 

Tripp Conrad  6/22 

Cindy Lighton  6/22 

Lee Boyett  6/23 

Ben Schumm  6/25 

Laura Brescia  6/27 

 

Name       Date             Years 
 

Name       Date          Years 

Thea & Steve Kotroba 6/1/1991  29 

Phil & Pat Smith 6/8/1963  57 

Dot & Don Burhans 6/11/1966  54 

Lynda & Bryan Siedlecki 6/11/1994  26 

Joel & Irene McFadden 6/14/1969  51 

Rebecca & Robert Davidson 6/15/2013    7 

Jim & Erin Kershaw 6/15/1985  35 

Arnold & Gloria Ziccardi 6/18/1966  54 

Dave & Carol Sonnenberg 6/25/1966  54 

Carole & Parick Cavalli 6/27/1964  56 

Fred & Darla Hoover 6/28/1997  23 

Russ & Jean Romberger 6/30/1951  69 

 
 

 

The new Portals of Prayer 
will be here waiting for your 
return but, if you wish to pick 
one up, they are in a green 
plastic box on the bench by 
the school door. There is 
hand sanitizer next to the box. 

 
In the meantime, CPH.org 
has a Portal of Prayer    
available to read online or 
to download. Go to 
CPH.org and click on 
“Browse resources” for 
home. When the next 
page comes up, click on 
“Get free issues” for    
Portal of Prayers in Time 
of Trouble. 

Portals of Prayer   
June to September 

2020 



 Chr is t  Memor ia l  

Lu theran  Church  &  Schoo l  

 Opportunity to Serve          Tom Bott 
 

PLEASE DONATE TO OUR DRIVE-THRU FOOD DRIVE  

FOR MANNA FROM HEAVEN FOOD PANTRY  

Saturday, June 13th, 9 am - 10:30 am 

My son once remarked about our current lifestyle that it is a little like the movie “Groundhog Day”.   I’m not 
sure that the thought originated with him but there has been a certain sameness about our days of late.  The 
movie plot involves the main character repeating a day until he gets his attitude right.  In contrast, I think 
that Christ Memorial Lutheran Church has gotten it right since our first collection for the Salvation Army 
“Manna from Heaven” food bank last October.  More than once Larry Blackmon and I remarked about the 
generosity of our congregation as we delivered our second Sunday collections to the Salvation Army      
building in West Chester.   
 

In a recent e-mail, Susan Scovell, Special Projects Coordinator at the Salvation Army, once again sent 
thanks for our monthly food drives.  She indicated that their needs this month are the same as last month 
with a few added items, noting that “Our shelves are looking bare and we are slowly using up our surplus 
stock.”   
 

As always, there is no pressure to contribute if you feel unsafe when shopping or otherwise getting out.  
However, if you want to help, we will once again be using the drive-by drop-off way of collecting items on 
the second Saturday, June 13, between 9:00 and 10:30 AM.   
 
Here is the list of current needs: 
 

tuna canned pasta  soup   chili  peanut butter 
jelly pork n beans  pancake mix syrup  oatmeal 
ketchup mayonnaise  bodywash  shampoo deodorant        
toothpaste 
 
 

89 Line Road 

Malvern, Pa 19355 

610-644-4508  

office@christmemorial.us 

ON THE WEB AT 

www.christmemorial.us 


