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As I write this article, our region of  has been          

experiencing a really wild couple of  extreme weather 

days.  We have had multiple days of tornado        

warnings, flood warnings, and severe thunderstorm 

warnings.  Given the crazy weather all over the    

country, this years Vacation Bible School Message is 

so needed: Life is Wild - God is Good!!!  

 

This big message for this years VBS is so powerful 

because it’s so true. Life can be scary. Just ask any of 

the children who have had to weather these storms. 

They will tell you life is wild and they need to know 

God is good.  Loved ones get sick, terrorists attack 

innocent people, and we fail the people around us. 

Life is wild - God is good.   

 

All of this reminds me of Jesus’ words to His          

followers and to us in John 16;33: “I have said these 

things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 

overcome the world." Our Lord doesn’t sugarcoat 

what reality will look like as we serve Him in this 

world.  It is going to get really wild, but He is good 

and  He has overcome both sin and death.  

 

Pray that this years VBS will be a meaningful         

experience for all of our kids and leaders.  Join us if 

you are able and see God bringing His truth during 

this incredible week. Life is wild - God is good - all 

the time!!! 

 

In Christ,  

 

Pastor Fred Hoover 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk   

ROAR! 

Get ready to ROAR  
this summer at VBS! 

 
 
 

ROAR: Life is wild, God is good 
June 24 - 28, 2019 

 
 
 
 

Registration is now open!  
Forms online at:  

www.christmemorial.us  
Come and learn that even though life can 

be hard ... 

God is 
good...all 
the time! 



Page 2 Good News 

President Report       Joel McFadden 
 WHAT DOES OUR CHURCH LOOK LIKE? 

 
I Have been writing on our Church in recent reports. 

 

Continuing on that theme, I was struck on a Bible Pas-

sage on Day 9 of our Red Letter Challenge. It quotes 

from Mark 6:31: “Come with me by yourselves to a 

Quiet Place and Get some rest.” This section of our 

study reflects on the fast pace of life in today’s world. 

What do we have time for? 

 

So, how are we doing at Christ Memorial in serving as 

the refuge for our members. I think an important part of 

our role as a church is to provide Christian education to 

our members, of all ages. Exploring the Bible and 

learning about its wisdom and value.  And not just for 

our salvation through Jesus’ sacrifice but also the gifts 

the Bible helps us see. 

 

These gifts among other things are guides to Christian 

Living. A recent experience in our work with the     

charity we support, Good Works comes to mind.  When 

you volunteer you have an expectation of serving and 

working hard to help repair and upgrade homes.  But in 

this ministry the workers are told: do not just work at 

someone’s home, also share.  The Christian fellowship 

of the workers and the way we interact with each other 

and the homeowner we are helping is paramount.   

  

Christ Memorial is made up of hard working folks who 

come together. Let’s make sure it is that “Quiet Place” 

Mark talks about. 

Voters Meeting - Sunday, June 
9th 

 

Please plan to join us for our Voters Meeting on  Sunday, 
June 9th after late service. Lunch will be provided. 
 

This will be a very informative meeting discussing our 
plans and our outlook for the future.   
 

You will have the opportunity to review and approve our     
Annual Financial Budget. We will be looking for your  

input on plans the vari-
ous Boards are working 
on. This is your chance 
to stay current and 
share our blessings in 
this place. 
 

Look forward to seeing 
you there.    

 
 

 

The new Portals of Prayer is here! 
 

You can  find the booklets in the 
Great Room, Church Entrance  

or at the School’s Entrance. 

Portals of Prayer 
 July to September  2019 



Just fill out a form and return it to 
the church office. (Volunteers 
MUST submit a form!) 
 

Forms can be found online at the 
church website or at the church  
entrances or the church office. 
 

We look forward to you joining our 
crew! 
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 THE ELDERS      Jeff Walker 

Get ready to 
ROAR and 

join the VBS 
crew!  

 

Volunteers 
are needed in 

all areas. 

VBS  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

As I sit to write this article, we, as a    
congregation, are doing the Red Letter 
Challenge and this past week’s focus was 

on Forgiveness. There were a great set of readings for 
the week. I particularly enjoyed reading Day 17 where 
the holocaust survivor is struggling to forgive a German 
soldier who is confessing his crimes of killing people 
the survivor knew. The book asks us, “What would you 
have done?”  
 

Our kids in Sunday School know the right answer to the 
question.  With the kids this morning  (May 19) in our 
Sunday School class, we were reviewing the five 
themes of the Red Letter Challenge, I asked them, 
“Who should we forgive?”  They shouted “Everyone!”  
I then asked “What if that person is really bad and has 
done terrible things?”  They shouted, “We should still 
forgive them.”  Way to go kids (and their parents)! 
 

Even though we may know the right answer, it does 
not mean forgiving is easy for us. Although our         
personal situations are all different, I expect many of 
us have someone (or a group of people) that we     
struggle to truly forgive.  Many years ago, I attended a 
great adult Sunday class called The Peacemaker based 
upon a book of the same title by Ken Sande.  I like the 
way he approaches forgiveness and I believe this can 
help us with these challenging situations. 
 

Ken Sande has a whole chapter (#10) on “Forgive as 
the Lord forgave you” (Col. 3:13b).  He shares, “We 
cannot do it alone and need God to come in and 

change our heart.”  Like the Red Letter Challenge, he 
references the parable of the unmerciful servant 
(Matt. 18:21-25) and sums it up by writing, “This       
parable illustrates an attitude that is all too common … 
we take God’s forgiveness for granted, while we     
stubbornly withhold our forgiveness from others. In 
effect, we behave as though others’ sins against us are 
more serious than our sins against God.”  He then gives 
us some great advice by writing, “If you are struggling 
with unforgiveness, take another 
look at the enormous debt for 
which God has  forgiven you.”  
Since we are forgiven for all of 
our sins through Jesus’ death on 
the cross, shouldn’t we forgive 
others, no matter their offense? 
 

I hope that the Red Letter Challenge helped you think 
about who you need to forgive in your life.  I pray that 
God gives you the strength to “Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
forgave you.” (Eph. 4:32). 
 

One last point; the next section in the Red Letter      
Challenge after Forgiving is Serving (we will have       
already covered that by the time the newsletter is   
published).  There are many ways to serve at CMLC - 
just to name a few:  greeters, ushers, VBS volunteers 
and participating on many of our committees or        
initiatives. To get involved, please reach out to your 
elder or anyone involved in these activities. 
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How Does God do it? 
 

Did you ever wonder how God does it? 
  

How does He answer prayers to get about two tons of 
rice, soya, dehydrated vegetables and nutrients from 
Omaha, Nebraska to 89 Line Road, Malvern, PA? How 
does He get all of that food into over 22,800 small meal 
size packages, place them in boxes and get them to a 
warehouse in Jennersville, PA? 
 

It is quite amazing that not only did He arrange for all of 
that food to get to the warehouse but He also spoke to 
more than 50 people along the way to help in the process. 
 

We had planned to package 30,000 meals on Saturday 
May 18th from 9am to about 12:30. We prayed about the 
project, but found out that as we approached the day for 
packing the response from volunteers was not what we 
had expected. On Friday the 17th, as mortal human      
beings, we decided to lower the packing to 20,000 but    
to bring some extra raw material in case there was       
opportunity to increase the number packed. 
 

“Oh ye of little faith.” On Friday evening a group      
gathered to unload the 26ft truck, haul the raw materials 
downstairs (using the elevator) and set up five lines of 
tables and equipment ready for the Saturday packing. 
Saturday arrived and so did the volunteers. We started 
packing and continued on as more volunteers arrived. 
Each package containing enough nutritious food for six 
meals was placed in a box, the boxes loaded on carts and 
brought to the waiting truck and loaded, ready to be     
taken to the warehouse in Jennersville.  
 

And He did it again. He provided the raw materials and 
more important He provided the volunteers, enough     
volunteers to pack more than 22,800 packages of          
nutritious food to feed the starving people of Haiti. We 
could have done more but we ran out of raw material and 
finished in time to have lunch. And how many do you 
plan for lunch? Ask Him. He gave us the answer and we 
finished with all eating and little left over. 

 

On Wednesday the 26th of June starting at 
9am we will load a 40 ft container bound 
for Haiti. The Kids Against Hunger meals 

packed at CMLC, together with others packed by Hope 
Lutheran Church and others, along with a playground set, 
clothing and other items will be in that container. 
 

That is the beginning of the journey to show the love of 
Jesus to those in need in Thomassique and Port au 
Prince, Haiti. These items will be distributed by and 
through the Lutheran churches and schools in the area. 
The Lord does indeed provide. He provided the raw     
materials, equipment, facilities and His people to process 
and ship food to His people in Haiti. 
 

Our thanks to all of you who have contributed with your 
finances and time to the Mid Atlantic Branch of Orphan 
Grain Train to assist in doing His work. Under His     
guidance we can do more than we ever asked or          
imagined. Ephesians 3:20 

  
To God alone be the glory. 
 
Cliff Kraft 
 
“I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you” John 14:18 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN Mid Atlantic Branch  Cliff Kraft 

Loading the truck with the packed meals 
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“Thank you!” to everyone who helped setup, clean up, and pack Kids Against Hunger meals with Orphan Grain Train 
on Saturday, May 18th. It was a wonderful opportunity not only to serve, but also to meet fellow Christ Memorial 
church and school members. Because of your willingness to help others in need 22,680 meals (105 boxes!) will be 
added to our container next month for the people of Haiti. 

Stewardship Corner  

Glorifying God with Our Time 
 

It seems that, as we grow 

older, we can better under-

stand what James was saying 

in chapter four, verse 14: 

“For you are a mist that ap-

pears for a little time and 

then vanishes.” Time does 

go by quickly, especially as 

we age.  James is telling us 

that, in the span of eternity, 

our time on earth is rather 

insignificant.  We are a mere 

dot on the calendar of time. 
 

In reading God’s Word, it is clear, however, that God 

is more interested in what we do with our time than 

the length of time that He gives us. As God’s children, 

our focus shouldn’t be on asking God for longer lives, 

but, rather, we should be more interested in asking 

Him and ourselves the question: “What can I do with 

my time that will please Him and give Him the glory 

that He deserves?” First and foremost, God wants us to 

spend our time in serving and glorifying Him. In 

speaking to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul wrote, 

“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 

all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).  We 

can give God glory by dedicating our daily tasks to 

Him.  Our hands and feet can be doing routine and 

mundane things, but our hearts and minds can be    

focused on the Lord. To the Colossians Paul wrote, 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and 

not for men” (Colossians 3:23).  In all that we do, God 

is to be part of our activities. 
 

Paul exhorted the people in Philippi to “…work out 

your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is 

God Who works in you, both to will and to work for 

His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:12-13).  God equips 

and enables us through the working of the Holy Spirit 

to use our time in doing His will. We demonstrate 

God’s grace at work within us as we do His will by 

serving Him through serving others.   
 

God wants us to make the most of our time. In the 

words of the psalmist, we pray “So teach us to number 

our days that we may get a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 

90:12).  With God’s wisdom, we can use well the time 

God has given us.  As Paul wrote, “Look carefully 

then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making 

the best use of the time, because the days are 

evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16).  By wisely using our time 

to the glory and honor of God, we can live this life 

abundantly. 
 

Blessings on your journey as a steward!  
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Greetings from the Women’s Guild!   

 

Saturday, April 27th LWML Philadelphia Zone 
Eastern District Spring Rally  
 

The Spring Rally was held at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia, PA. We gather under the theme 
“For the Least of These” Matthew 25:40.  
 

Our speaker was Mike Dahl, Executive 
Director, Broad Street Ministry. He 
shared the concept of Radical Hospi-
tality and the various services (meals, mail, mental care 
and health care) they provide the homeless population 
of Philadelphia. Radical Hospitality is treating the 
homeless coming for services as guests and getting to 
know them as individuals. 
 

Mike gave us three things we can do in respond:         
1) Speak up and out for the poor and homeless,            
2) Volunteer at Broad Street Ministry or other similar 
missions, and 3) Raise money for organizations serving 
the vulnerable – radical generosity. 
 

Thank you for your contributions for Broad Street 
Guests: 2 boxes of toiletries, 2 backpacks, 14 hoodies, 
8 pair of jeans, and 19 packages of socks and            
underwear.  

 

May Meeting, Tuesday, May 14th at 7 pm 
Our hostesses were Chris Gasslein and Linda Knoll. 
We share a time of fellowship and colored cards for 
Broad Street Ministry.  
 

Next Meeting, June 11th at 7 pm 
Our hostesses for the June meeting will be Chris     
Gasslein and Dori Juskalian. We will also have      
election for President and Treasurer. Our speaker will 
be Jen Hallowell, a Yoga and fitness instructor. 
 

June 20-23, 2019, LWML 38th Biennial Convention  
will be in Mobile Alabama. The theme is “In 
Praise to the LORD!” and the scripture verse 
is: “Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of 
His salvation from day to day. Declare His 
glory among the nations.” (1 Chronicles 16:23–24a)       

Information can be found the LWML-ED website! 
 

Eastern District LWML 2019 Fall Retreat 
It’s not too early to start thinking about     
coming to our annual fall retreat at Camp   
Pioneer on Sept. 20-22, 2019. Hostesses are 
the Central NY South Zone and the theme is 
“Listen, Look, Leap”  base on Proverbs 3:5-6. The 
guest speaker is author, Katie Schuermann.  Check out 
the church library, we have 3 of her books. 
 

Registration forms are on the Women Guild bulletin 
board. If you never been to Camp Pioneer, it is a lovely 
retreat center situated on Lake Erie. Don’t miss this  
exciting opportunity to join your sisters in Christ as  
together, they nourished, encouraged and strengthened  

their faith. 
 
LWML PODCAST 
 

LWML on the GO is a podcast for Christian 
Women consisting of short   
devotional thoughts accompa-
nied by beautiful music.  
 

Our own Becca Futty read and  
edited this brand new resource, 
and our pianist Kyle Faber 
wrote and performed the music. 
You can subscribe via any pod-
casting app you choose. If you 
need help finding a way to     
listen please contact  Becca at: 
rebeccafutty@gmail.com.  
 

For more info please visit: 
http://www.lwml.org/podcast  

 LWML, Women’s Guild       
All women High School  age and up are 
invited to Women Guild. Come join us in 
Christian service and fellowship.  

Pastor Green of Holy Cross, Mike Dahl of Broad Street 
and Beth Quinn, Zone President with the donations 
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Community Service      Joyce Duell 

Below are some opportunities to serve: 
 

 

Salvation Army  
 

Volunteers from Christ Memorial come together every month containing a 5th Thursday to      

prepare and serve a meal for approximately 35 homeless people/people in need.  If you have  

a desire to help with a future meal, please contact Joyce Duell at 513 706-0138 or by email at 

joyceaduell@gmail.com 

 
GOOD WORKS “Restoring Homes and Giving Hope” 

 

You are invited to continue to support the Good Works organization with your time and 

talents the second Saturday of every month.  If you are not yet familiar with this  

organization, it is a Christian nonprofit organization dedicated to repairing homes and 

restoring hope for low-income homeowners in Chester County.  
 

 There is always room for more volunteers of any age/skill level.  Please contact Irene McFadden (484) 252-4489 or 

jmcfad1705@aol.com for more information or to reserve your volunteer spot for any future date. Lunch is provided. 

Calling all book lovers! This September, at the LWML Women’s Retreat, our speaker will be Katie      
Scheurmann - a Christian author and speaker. I’ve heard from friends that her book series “Anthems of 
Zion” is fantastic and what better time to dig into some fiction than summer? From her site: “In the small 
college town of Bradbury, change doesn’t come often, and it certainly doesn’t come easily. There, things 
are predictable and comfortable. At least, they were, until Pastor Fletcher hires Emily Duke as the new 
choir director at Zion Lutheran Church and sets in motion a chain of events that turns the life of his        
congregation upside down.” 
 

There are three books and three months so a book/month works  
perfectly! 
 
June - House of Living Stones 
July - The Choir Immortal 
August - The Harvest Raise 
 
We could meet once a month at the end of the month 
for snacks and discussion. Even if we can’t meet in   
person, it’ll be fun to keep in touch/share our thought 
via social media. If you’re interested, please email me 
(Becca) at:  rebeccafutty@gmail.com! 

 Library - book club       

mailto:jmcfad1705@aol.com
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 Below is the proposed budget for 2019-2020. The budget will be a central item of the June Voters’   

Meeting.  Please take time to review the budget prior to the Voter’s Meeting on Sunday, June 9th          

following the late service. Any questions, please contact Rob Hall. 

 FINANCE COMMITTEE       Rob Hall 
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 IN MEMORIAM         

Robert “Bob” Mars 
 

March 4, 1950 - May 12, 2019 
 

 

Robert William Mars, 69, of 
Frazer, PA, passed away on 
May 12, 2019 in Athens, 
Greece. He was the beloved 
husband of Susan Elaine Mars, 
whom he shared nearly 47 
years of marriage, and loving 
father to son and daughter-in-
law, Steven Robert Mars and 

Robin Roseann Mars, and daughter and son-in-law, 
Cynthia Elaine Tecala and Christopher Earl Tecala. 
Bob bestowed much love to his four grandchildren, 
Abigail Rose Mars, Sebastian Steven Mars, Jack      
Leland Tecala, and Noah Robert Tecala. 
 

Bob was born on March 4, 1950 in Philadelphia, PA, 
the son of the late  Harry J. and Gertrude C. Mars. He 
was raised in Springfield, PA and graduated from 
Springfield High School in 1968. Bob attended the 
University of Maryland and graduated in 1972 with a 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science. He led a 
successful software development and IT project man-
agement career in the healthcare industry with         
Siemens, including a crucial IT systems project with 
the change of the millennium in the year 2000.  Bob 
retired in 2007.  He was a member of the Christ       
Memorial Lutheran Church in Malvern, PA and a can-
cer survivor.   
 

Spending time with family and friends brought Bob 
much joy. He was passionate about traveling the world 

with his wife, capturing beauty in photography, and 
cheering for the Philadelphia Phillies and the Philadel-
phia Eagles. Bob was also in his element when land-
scaping and working with wood, a boy scout and at 
peace in nature. The magic of music and movies 
brought Bob much happiness. 
 

Bob found humor in everyday life, and loved playing 
games. He was romantic, practical, and adventurous. 
Friendships were a deep part of Bob’s life. He will be 
remembered for his wise, kind and giving nature, ready 
to share a laugh, a story, and to boldly go where no one 
has gone before.   
 

Memorial contributions may be made in Bob’s 
memory to The American Cancer Society, P.O. Box 
22478, Oklahoma City, OK 73123 or David's Drive 
831, 1 Somerset Drive, Coatesville, PA 19320. 

Charles “Chuck” S. Purnell 
 

May 17, 1945 - May 16, 2019 
 
Charles S. Purnell, 73, of West 
Chester, passed away on 
Thursday, May 16, 2019 at 
Rosemont Care and Rehabilita-
tion.  
 
He was the husband of Lenore 
“Lynn” Monville Burke with 
whom he shared 7 years of 
marriage.  

 

Born in Pittsburgh, he was the son of the late: Hugh J., 
Sr. and Anna Virginia Weiss Purnell.  
 

Chuck has lived in West Chester since the early 1950’s 
and was very active as a Troop Leader for BSA Troop 
# 43. He worked as an auditor for the State of PA.  
In addition to his wife, Chuck is survived by his      
children: Aryn Chiles and her husband Casey,        
Elizabeth Sieb, Anna Smith and her husband Matthew 
and C. Stewart Purnell; 8 grandchildren; brother, Hugh 
J. Purnell, Jr. He was preceded in death by his brother, 
Thomas W. Purnell, Sr.  
 

Memorial contributions may be made to: Scouts, BSA 
at scouting.org. 



My scripture verse is:  
 

 

Hi, my name is Noah Bryant 
and my confirmation verse 
is Philippians 4:6-7, “Don’t 
worry about anything, but in 
all your prayers ask God for what you need, always    
asking him with a thankful heart.  And God’s peace, 
which is far beyond human understanding, will keep 
your hearts and minds safe in union with Jesus Christ.”  
 
I have chosen this verse because I believe that as long as 
I ask with a thankful and open heart, God is there to hear 
my prayer.  God will always be there through thick and 

thin, through good and bad. This gives me a sense of 
comfort and happiness. One thing that this verse has   
gotten me through was my grandma passing away about 
two years ago.  I didn’t know what to do, but I later     
began to see that faith helped my grandpa through this 
and our family was going to be alright.  
 
My experiences at Christ Memorial Lutheran Church 
have been amazing.  I have come here for as long as I 
can remember, and I met many great people.  My faith 
began to grow here during preschool and Vacation Bible 
School.  Throughout these last two years studying the 
Bible with Pastor Hoover and Mr. Dave, I learned that 
God is more than a belief, he is a way of life.  Being a 
Christian means that I show that I believe in a God that 
created us all.  It shows that I have a belief and no one 
can take that away. The death of Jesus on the cross 
means that no matter what I do, God is always there for 
me.  When I have sinned, Jesus is forgiving.   
 
My baptism, preschool, Sunday school, and confirmation 
class are all steps to building my faith.  I will take what I 
have learned and follow the example that Jesus has 
taught me.  And I will do all these things with a thankful 
and open heart. 
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On Sunday, May 19th, the following 

three youths were confirmed here at 

Christ  Memorial: 
 

 

 

Noah Robert Bryant 

Kathryn Elizabeth Hoover 

Matthew Christopher Hoover 

Hailey Samantha Lighton 

Dylan Joseph McGrory 

Joshua Peter Morton 
 
 
 

In both services these Confirmands 

shared their faith statement, which 

are also printed here. 
 

Please keep these youths in your      

prayers as they take their place as       

responsible members of our faith       

community.  

CONFIRMATION at CMLC 
Confirmation Class of 2019 

Noah Bryant 

 

“Don't worry about  
anything, but in all 

your prayers ask God 
for what you need,    

always asking him with 
a thankful heart. And  

God's peace, which is far 
beyond human under-

standing, will keep your 
hearts and minds safe 
in union with Christ 

Jesus.” 
 

(Philippians 4: 6-7 GNT) 

The confirmands, Noah, Dylan, Hailey, Katie, Matt and Joshua 

with Pastor Hoover 

 CONFIRMATION - Faith Statements  
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  My scripture verse is:  

Hello, my name is Katie Hoover this is the story of my 
faith and how I came to know Jesus and the Church. The 
verse I chose is Lamentations 3:22-24,  “The Lord’s  
unfailing love and mercy continue, fresh as the morning, 
as sure as the sunrise.  The lord is all I have, and so in 
him I put my hope.”  I believe in Jesus because He is my 
hope and because He has helped me get past so many 
difficult times in my life. When I was little I got a      
kidney stone and it kind of  scared me. It was like, ‘what 
was going to happen to me?’  But I prayed and asked 
Jesus to watch over me and take me through the surgery 
safely. That was when I knew Jesus would be in my life 
for the long run.  
 

He was also there for me when I ever got stuck on math 
problems because I've always struggled with math and 
he led me to try to get better and get more help and it all 
worked out for me. Knowing Jesus has helped me to 
spread the word and invite friends to church to help 
them connect through Jesus. My faith has been made 
stronger by going to church every Sunday and praising 
god by singing at the praise service.  
 

What does my relationship with God mean to me?  It 
means that I will forever trust in him to guide me 
through tough times such as my celiac disease, kidney 
stone, and just my life in general. I'm a huge worrier and 
with God I've learned to stop worrying about everything 
and just rely on Him. To me, God is a lifesaver. He can 
pull anyone out of the deepest holes and help them turn 
their lives around and He helps me to be a better person.  
 

Prayer is also very important to me. It helps me get 
through my day. On my way to school we pray in the 
car.  I also pray every night before I go to bed, hoping 
my day will be great.  I also pray every time I have a 
huge test.  
 

Will Jesus have any impact on my future? Definitely!  
He has made such an impact on my life currently, giving 
me the greatest friends who support me, an amazing 
family who loves me, and an amazing life to live every 
day.  I thank him all the time for what I have. I thank 
you all for coming out today to listen to what my faith 
means to me and for my family and friends coming out 
to support me. 

 

My scripture verse is:  

 

Hello, my name is Matthew Hoover, and my life verse 
2 Timothy 2:1, “As for you, my son, be strong through 
the grace that is ours in union with Christ.”  This is how 
I see my verse affecting my life and how I will go on to 
serve Christ.   I picked my verse because it describes 
how God helps me through anything.  
 

In hockey, I have had a few hard times like when I lose 
or when I'm working to get better. I chose my verse  
because it spoke to me right when I read it. It perfectly 
describes how I remain strong in any situation, and I try 
my best to persevere.  
 

In my life, I have had to deal with few hard things but 
even when I do, God helps me. As you may know, I 
have celiac disease and what that is, is I cannot eat    
anything with wheat or gluten in it. This affects my   
everyday life, how I do things, where I can go for     
extended amounts of time, and when I can do these 
things. But since I have God on my side, I can brave it 
and move on. God helps me in my everyday life  
whether it comes to hockey, drums, school, or anything 
else I do. Anything I do in my life I know that God is 
with me and in Him I can do anything.  
 

How do I see myself serving Christ in my life? After 
confirmation I will continue to go to church, and I 
could help worship by playing drums for church.  I 
consider myself being a part of the church, by helping 
with sound, video, etc. 

 
  My scripture verse is:  

For my confirmation verse I chose “Ask the Lord to 
bless your plans, and you will be successful in carrying 
them out” Proverbs 16.3. I’m no straight A student. B’s  

 

“The Lord's unfailing love 
and mercy still   

continue, Fresh as the 
morning, as sure as the  
sunrise. The Lord is all I 

have, and so in him  
I  put my hope.” 

 

(Lamentations 3:22-24 GNT)  

Katie Hoover 

 

 

“As for you, my son, be 
strong through the grace 

 that is ours in union 
with Christ Jesus.” 

 
(2 Timothy 2:1 GNT) 

Matt Hoover 

 
 

“Ask the Lord to bless 
your plans, and you  

will be  
successful in carrying  

them out.” 
 

(Proverbs 16:3 GNT) 

Hailey Lighton 
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 and C’s are more of what my report card looks like. 
There are even times where I struggle with my grades. 
But before a major test or project I need to work on, I 
pray to God. Throughout my 8th grade year, I have 
questioned my faith. But I know I believe in God and I 
believe that Jesus is our savior and died on the cross for 
me. I believe that because of this, that I will go to     
heaven. 
 

But as an artist, succeeding in art is a different story. 
And sometimes I’ll pray for some artwork to succeed in 
looking good to others and myself. But that doesn’t    
always happen. Or sometimes I’ll draw something that I 
see as a success only to be thrown out later. But I’ll still 
pray for my art and for myself to succeed. I’ll pray to 
help me through my struggles of being a self conscious 
artist. 
 

Success in art is a struggle. Adding school and it’s stress 
and drama, it makes it even harder to succeed in art.   
Especially if I don’t feel like I’ve succeeded. However, 
because of my faith in God, I have faith that I will      
succeed in my art and in life. 
 

  My scripture verse is:  

Being a Christian is like being a part of a family. God is 
always present in my life and so are the members of my 
church family. Pastor, Mr. Sonnenberg and the other 
church members, guide me and are always around which 
helps me feel supported.  
   

For my Confirmation verse, I chose Isiah 41:10 which 
says, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be     dis-
mayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help 
you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
There are times in my life where everyday things can be 
overwhelming and stressful and when I read this verse it 
brings me comfort and reminds me that God is with me 
even during those time when I feel alone. 
   

Not long ago, my Godmother lost her daughter very unex-
pectedly.  In times like that, even though I don’t always 
understand why, I know that God is with us and that is 
reassuring and brings me peace during difficult times in 
my life.  
 

I am grateful for the love and encouragement from my 
family and church. God will continue to be part of my life 
now and in the future.   

  My scripture verse is:  

 

The verse I have chosen comes from Psalm 9, verses nine 
and ten. The verse states “The Lord is a refuge for the  
oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. Those who 
know your name trust in you, for you, Lord, have never 
forsaken those who seek you”. I chose this quote since 
being in middle school can be very rough for many      
children but this quote can let you see how during middle 
school even if you feel like you don't have anyone on your 
side, you will always have the Lord and he will love you 
no matter what you do or who you are. If  you are in any 
trouble he will comfort you and let you know how He is 
there for you and will always be with you.  
 

This year has been tough, but one way I get through it is 
by looking beyond today and seeing all of the great stuff 
I'm going to do in my life and how every day may be a 
challenge but with God at my side anything can be       
accomplished. I also have the support of wonderful people 
at this church like Mr. Sonnenberg, my dad, and Pastor 
Hoover. I need to stop thinking about the bad stuff and 
look at all of the good stuff and how as I get older every 
day I will get closer to God. and will feel more than ever 
that God is with me.  
 

This verse also shows how when you want the Lord, He 
will let you in with open arms and let you know that    
everything is going to be okay. And though all of us 
may in their lowest of lows doubt that God is with us, 
we must always know that He is with us and will make 
sure that every one of us is cared for.  With all of these        
disagreements everyone has with politics, race and     
culture God loves us all equally and will let us all join 
him in the Kingdom of Heaven.  My teachers here have 
shown me how in all of the Bible God loved everyone 
even when they were in there lowest of lows like Jonah 
in the whale and Moses leading the Jews out of Egypt.  
God was always with them and cared for everyone of 
them no matter who they were God loved them.  
  

So whenever I'm feeling down or not having a good 
week I will always know that no matter what I do God 
will love me and forgive me. Whenever I'm down I will 
know he sent his son down to die for all of us, letting us 
know God would do whatever it takes to let us know 
that He cares and loves us.  This year may be bad or 
good I will always know that no matter what God and 
Jesus are always there to protect me.   

 

“The Lord is a refuge for the 
oppressed, a strong hold in 
times of trouble. Those who 
know your name trust in 
you, for you, Lord, have 

never forsaken those who 
seek you.” 

 

(Psalm 9:9-10 NIV) 

Joshua Morton 

 

“So do not fear,  
for I am with you;  
do not be dismayed,  
for I am your God.  

I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous  

right hand.” 
 

(Isaiah 41:10 NIV) 

Dylan McGrory 
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VBS -  ROAR! Life is wild; God is good   

Get ready to ROAR this 
summer at VBS 

Christ Memorial will be holding VBS on June 24-28 

2019 from 9 am to noon! 
 

At ROAR VBS, your kids will discover that even though 

life can gets “wild”, God is good! This VBS is filled with 

incredible Bible-learning experiences that kids can see, 

hear and touch! Cool crafts, Bible songs, and tasty 

treats are just a few of the standout activities that help 

faith flow into real life. (Since everything is hands-on, 

kids might get a little messy. Be sure to send them in 

play clothes and safe shoes.) Plus, we’ll help kids      

discover how to see evidence of God in everyday life—

something we call God Sightings. Get ready to hear 

that phrase a lot! 
 

Each day concludes with a ROAR Closing that gets     

everyone involved in living what they’ve just learned.  
 

Registration is now open! Forms can be found online 

at:  www.christmemorial.us  
 

Come and learn that even when life gets wild, God is 

always good! Get your registration in today. 

God is 
good...all 
the time! 

 

 

 

 

Hooper loves the music for VBS. If you would like to 
hear the music, just stop by the office and pick up a 
CD. They are only $10. Then join us for VBS where: 
You can learn that ... 

CD's are available in the 
church office for $10 

“Don’t forget to 
pick up your 
VBS CD!” 

Hooper, the Hoopoe Bird 

God is good… all the time! 
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Mikaela Juskalian graduates 
on June 1st from Villa Maria 
Academy High School in    
Malvern, PA where she         
participated in Mock Trial for 
3 years, was captain of the    
baton twirling team, and a 
member of both the National 
Honor Society and Spanish 
Honor Society.  
 

Mikaela will be attending Clemson University in the fall 
where she intends to major in Criminal Justice in      
preparation for attending law school and eventually 
working in the juvenile justice system. Look for Mikaela 
at Clemson football games where she will continue her 
love of baton twirling by performing with the Clemson 
Tiger Band Majorettes. 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Sketch is graduating from 
West Chester East and plans 
to attend Kutztown State    
University.   
 

He will be spending the     
summer as a camp counselor 
and frequent pick-up basket-
ball player. 

 
 

 
 
 

Jake Thomas Nelson will 
graduate from Rustin High 
School. He is a member of the 
National Honor Society and 
the Fellowship of     Christian 
Athletes.  
 

While at Rustin, he was a four 
year starter on the Varsity 
Basketball team and served as 
Team Captain for the past 3 years. He currently holds 
the school record as the boys all-time leading scorer. 
Jake will be attending Bloomsburg University in the fall. 
He has accepted a scholarship to play basketball and will 
major in Business 

 

 

Aaron Nowak is graduating 
from Downingtown East 
this June. He will be         
attending Penn State where 
he will be majoring in        
Environmental Engineering.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Matt has enjoyed his high 
school time, especially an 
opportunity to travel to 
Spain with the Spanish  
classes. After graduation, 
he will make a second trip 
to Asheville, NC. There he 
will participate in the     
Appalachian Servant Event 
serving others. Matt will 
attend West Chester       
University this Fall, with a 
major in Accounting. 

 
 

 

 
 

CMLC 2019 H.S. Graduates 

Mikaela Juskalian 

Congratulation to our Graduates! 

Matthew Toner 

Jake Nelson 

Aaron Nowak 

Sketchley Morton 
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Madeline graduated cum laude from 
Elon University with a Bachelor of 
Science in Exercise Science. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Susan McGrory graduated 
this spring from Penn State 
University’s Smeal School 
of Business with Bachelor     
degrees in Digital Media 
Trends and Analytics. She 
will be working for  Publicis 
Health Media as a Paid 
Search Associate in NYC.    
 
 

 
 

Phillip Stephen Luke of West 
Chester, PA graduated from 
Temple university with a dual 
Masters in financial engineering 
and analysis summa cum laude. 
Phillip is currently working at JP 
Morgan Chase  in risk manage-
ment and continues to look to 
serve the Lord in his career.   
Phillip would like to thank Christ 
Memorial Lutheran Church for 

their support in his faith and educational journey.  
 

 
 
 

Emmie is graduating from Arcadia 
University with a BFA in Acting, 
Summa Cum Laude. While she is 
actively pursuing performance and 
theater art related work, she is also 
working as a Teaching Assistant at 
the Timothy School for Autism. 
 

 
 
 

On June 14th, Brittany will be    
graduating from a two year intensive 
graduate program from Drexel    
University with a Masters in Art 
Therapy and Counseling. Brittany 
went into this field with the hopes to 
work with veterans. In the second 
year of her graduate degree, she got 
the opportunity to intern as an art therapist at the      
Veterans Multi-Service Center in Philadelphia and at 
the VMC's transitional housing units on the Coatesville 
Veterans Affairs campus. For the future she plans to 
work with veterans and/or incarcerated populations.  
 

 
 
 
 

Ashley Scrivner graduated in May 
cum laude from Widner University 
Delaware Law School. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Marisa Waite graduated Summa 
Cum Laude and with departmental 
honors from Ursinus College in 
May.  She earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Psychology with 
a minor in Economics. She was 
inducted into three honor societies, 
was active in Ursinus Ambassa-
dors, Peer Advocates, and Tri      
Sigma national sorority. Although her future plans are 
not firm, Marisa would like to pursue further education 
in the field of occupational therapy. She enjoys       
working with and helping others. 

 
 
 
 

Matthew Walker graduated from 
Villanova University with a    
Masters in Civil Engineering.  He 
is now working at Thornton     
Tomasetti as a Structural Engi-
neer in Philadelphia. 

CMLC 2019 College Graduates 

Good News 

Emmie Parker 

Congratulation to our Graduates! 

Brittany Osteen 

Matthew Walker 

Phillip Luke 

Susan McGrory 

Madeline Grobe 

Ashley Scrivner 

Marissa Waite 
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THE RED LETTER CHALLENGE IS HERE! 
 

a congregation-wide study event  
 

This is a 40-DAY LIFE-CHANGING DISCIPLESHIP CHALLENGE which the 
Elders will be leading. By putting the words of Jesus into practice, you will find 
the life you were made for! 
 
The Red Letter Challenge (RLC) is unique because it takes Christ’s literal 
words and gives you practical daily challenges based on those words. The RLC 
will give you targets to shoot for to help you measure how you are practically 

following after Him. RLC believes that Jesus’ followers want to be the best Jesus’ followers that 
we can be not out of obligation, but out of gratitude for what Jesus has done for us!   
 
You can attend a class being led by your Elder.  You can find the Elder List on the Parish 
Ed Bulletin Board or you can attend one of the classes listed below. Members who have 
Elders not leading a class or visitors are free to   attend any of the classes. 

 
Library - Leaders: Dave Dorseif and Jim Bell  

Room 8 - Leaders: Larry Blackmon and Carl Emberger 

Room 7 - Leaders: Dave Sonnenberg and Sam Boraas 

Room 5 - Leaders: Phil Smith and Jon Hoffmeister 

Fellowship Hall, Stage Side - Leaders: Josh Nelson and Beth Quinn 

     Bible Studies 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League)  
 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) The LWML Bible Study meets Thursday morning in the 
church library at 9:30 am for fellowship and 10:00-11:30 for study and prayer.  The class is on hiatus     
during the summer. We look forward to seeing everyone when we convene in September. For more        
information contact Dorothy Koschmann at 484-887-0623 or Diane Scherzer at 610-738-4821.  

M.I.G.H.T. (Men in God’s Hands Together)  MIGHT meets year round.  

   

Please join us Saturday mornings in the Church Library from  8am-9:30am  for a men’s Bible study. 

  L.I.G.H.T.  (Ladies in God’s Hands Together)  
 

LIGHT - LIGHT is a small group of women that meets every Wednesday from 9:30-11am in the CMLC 
Library to study God’s Word, pray together and support one another in daily life. The class is open to ALL 
women. Childcare is provided. Last meeting before the summer hiatus will be June 12th. For more 
information contact Cindy Kaminskas at 610-331-0704 or mclmm@msn.com.  
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First Friday 

Fun Picnic 
(WEATHER PERMITTING) 

Kickball, Badminton, Obstacle Course, and more outdoor games to keep 
the kids entertained. If the weather is warm, the wading pools and water 

balloons may make an appearance. Dress appropriately. 

Donations accepted. All money collected will go to the new 
playground fund!  

OUTDOOR PATIO BEHIND SCHOOL 

FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2019 

6 PM  TO  8 PM 

Side dishes welcomed. 
Have a favorite dish? 

Bring it to share 

Hamburgers,  
Hot Dogs, and  
Drinks provided 
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 Celebrating with YOU!!!  

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY... 

So Sorry… 
 

 if we missed your special day.   

We would appreciate it if you  

would let the church office know  

so we can update our records.  
 

Thanks! 

Name             Date 

 

Josiah Eubank 6/2 

Dylan McGrory 6/2 

Eric Biesanz  6/3 

Christine Spalding 6/3 

Thomas Walsh 6/5 

Meschelle Ryan 6/6 

Jake Bryant  6/8 

Susanne Ferro 6/9 

Hailey Lighton  6/9 

Beth Allen  6/11 

Liz Noble  6/12 

Steve Schumm 6/12 

Tom Bott  6/15 

Ed Buerger  6/15 

Sanjana Devarapalli 6/16 

Diane Scherzer 6/16 

Kayelee Ryan  6/19 

Tripp Conrad  6/22 

Cindy Lighton  6/22 

Lee Boyett  6/23 

Ben Schumm  6/25 

Laura Brescia  6/27 

Misty Cebry  6/27 

Allison Rinkus  6/29 

 

Name       Date             Years 
 

Name       Date          Years 

Thea & Steve Kotroba 6/1/1991  28 
Phil & Pat Smith 6/8/1963  56 
Dot & Don Burhans 6/11/1966  53 
Lynda & Bryan Siedlecki 6/11/1994  25 
Henry & Beverly Larson 6/14/1969  50 
Joel & Irene McFadden 6/14/1969  50 
Arnold & Gloria Ziccardi 6/18/1966  53 
Dave & Carol Sonnenberg 6/25/1966  53 
Carole & Parick Cavalli 6/27/1964  55 
Fred & Darla Hoover 6/28/1997  22 
Russ & Jean Romberger 6/30/1951  68 

 
The Larsons and the McFaddens 
are celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversary this month 

June 6th marks the 20th anniversary of    
Pastor Hoover's ordination into the        
ministry.   
 

We are recognizing this event on Sunday, 
June 2nd during the service.   In-between 
services there will be a small celebration 
to mark the occasion in the Great Room.  
 

Please join us as we honor Pastor Hoover 
on this anniversary.  
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Saturday, June 1st 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Library) 
 
Sunday, June 2nd 
7th Sunday after Easter 
8:30 am Worship 
9:45 am Bible Study for Adult  
 & Children 
11:00 am Worship 
 
Monday, June 3rd 
9:00 am Art Camp 
7:00 pm ALANON (FH) 
 
Tuesday, June 4th 
9:00 am Art Camp 
6:30 pm Cadette Troop 4364 (Lib) 
 
Wednesday, June 5th 
9:00 am Art Camp 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing  
      (West Grove Warehouse) 
6:30 pm Junior Troop 435 (Rm 8) 
7:30 pm Adult Choir (Loft) 
 
Thursday, June 6th 
9:00 am Art Camp 
7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 
(Church) 
 
Friday, June 7th 
9:00 am Art Camp 
6:00 pm  Family Fun Night - Picnic 
 
Saturday, June 8th 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Library) 
Good Works 
 
Sunday, June 9th 
Pentecost Sunday 
8:30 am Worship 
9:45 am Bible Study for Adult  
 & Children 
11:00 am Worship 
Voters Meeting (FH) 
 
Monday, June 10th 
9:00 am Science & Nature Camp 
6:30 pm Elders Meeting (Lib) 
7:00 pm ALANON (FH) 

Tuesday, June 11th 
9:00 am Science & Nature Camp 
7:00 pm  Women Guild 
Program: Funfit with Jen Hallowell 
 
Wednesday, June 12th 
9:00 am Science & Nature Camp 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing  
      (West Grove Warehouse) 
 
Thursday, June 13th 
9:00 am Science & Nature Camp 
7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice (Church) 
 
Friday, June 14th 
Flag Day 
9:00 am Science & Nature Camp 
 
Saturday, June 15th 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Library) 
 
Sunday, June 16th 
The Holy Trinity 
Father’s Day 
8:30 am Worship 
9:45 am Bible Study for Adult  
 & Children 
11:00 am Worship 
 
Monday, June 17th 
7:00 pm ALANON (FH) 
 
Tuesday, June 18th 
 
Wednesday, June 19th 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing  
      (West Grove Warehouse) 
 
Thursday, June 20th 
Summer Begins 
LWML Convention (Mobile, AL) 
7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice (Church) 
 
Friday, June 21st 
Summer begins 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, June 22nd 
LWML Convention (Mobile, AL) 
VBS set-up 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Library) 
 
Sunday, June 23rd 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
LWML Convention (Mobile, AL) 
8:30 am Worship 
9:45 am Bible Study for Adult  
 & Children 
11:00 am Worship 
VBS set-up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, June 24th 
9:00 am VBS 
7:00 pm ALANON (FH) 
 
 
Tuesday, June 25th 
9:00 am VBS 
 
 
Wednesday, June 26th 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT  
Packing (West Grove) 
9:00 am VBS 
 
Thursday, June 27th 
9:00 am VBS 
6:30 pm VBS Worship Service 
7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice  
(Church) 
 
Friday, June 28th 
9:00 am VBS 
 
Saturday, June 29th 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Library) 
 
Sunday, June 30th 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 am Worship 
9:45 am Bible Study for Adult  
 & Children 
11:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Ad Hoc Youth Mtg (Lib) 
 
Monday, July 1st 
6:30 pm Elders Meeting (Lib) 
7:00 pm ALANON (FH) 
 
Tuesday, July 2nd 
 
Wednesday, July 3rd 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing  
      (West Grove Warehouse) 
 
Thursday, July 4th 
Independence Day 
Office Closed 

Christ Memorial 
in 



89 Line Road 

Malvern, Pa 19355 

610-644-4508  

office@christmemorial.us 

ON THE WEB AT 

www.christmemorial.us 

 Chr is t  Memor ia l  

Lu theran  Church  &  Schoo l  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Monday, June 10th 
6:30 pm 

School Art 
Camp 

 

June 3th to 
 June 7th 

VOTERS  MEETING  
 

Sunday, 

June 9th! 
After Late 

Service 

 

Women Guild 
June 11th; 7pm 

 

Program: Funfit with Jen 
Hallowell 

 

Come and join us! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June 24th - 28th 

 
Get ready to have a roaring good 
time this summer. Join us for a 
week full of challenges and  
adventures as we  
share God’s word  

and learn how  even when life  
is wild...God is good all the time!  
 

Don’t miss our VBS Worship  
Service on Thursday, June 27th 
at 6:30 pm 

Father’s Day 
 Sunday, June 16th 

OGT Packing 
 

Every Wednesday 
10 am - 2:30 pm 

@ West Grove Warehouse 

VBS SET-UP 
Saturday & Sunday, June 

22nd & 23rd 
 

School  
Science & 

Nature Camp 
 

June 10th to 
June 14th 

 

FIRST FRIDAY FUN 
6:00 - 8:00 pm 

June 7th 
Picnic on the Patio 

 

Saturday 
June 8th 

 

Join us for 


