
 Good News 

 Christ Memorial Lutheran Church & School 

December 2020 

"Home for Christmas" 
 

 

Home for Christmas - sounds great doesn't it.  It calls 

to mind visions of sugarplums dancing in our heads 

and chestnuts roasting on an open fire.  I think of an 

old truck with the newly chopped-down Christmas 

tree strapped to the roof.  It's over the river and 

through the woods to Grandmas house we go.  You 

get the idea - for many Christmas is about home.  

Problem is that Christmas may not look this way this 

year.  
 

It's true, I saw a humorous take on the traditional 

Family Christmas picture and everyone was wearing 

Covid-19 masks.  Question is, do we cancel the Home 

for Christmas plans and binge watch the Hallmark 

Channel? I say no way! Home for Christmas is not 

cancelled this year. 
 

While this years Church services and family            

gatherings might be featuring masks and social       

distancing, God is deepening our definition of home.  

Home isn’t just a house or town, it’s where we        

belong. Jesus came down to our world to dwell with 

us.  John 1:14 says “And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 

of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 

truth.” The name Emmanuel means “God with us.”  

So this year, let’s remember that Christmas means 

that Jesus is with us.  He came to be with us and save 

us.  Because Jesus bled and died we have an eternal 

home where we will be with Him forever.  Let’s invite 

everyone to come home for Christmas - not just   

driving in from another state, but coming home to 

Jesus.  We are safe with Him and with Him there is 

no better place to call home.   
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Hoover 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mark your calendars 
 and plan to join us!  

 
 

~Advent Mid Week Worship Schedule ~ 
 

weekly beginning Wednesdays @ 7 pm 
 

December 2nd, 9th and 16th 
 

Advent Series 
“Luke 1, The Advent of Our King!”  

 
~ Christmas Eve ~ 

  

 5:00 pm - Family Service: online only 
 

 7:30 pm - Worship Service: In-person  &  
   online 

 

 10:00 pm - Worship Service: In-person only 
    with communion 

 
~ Christmas Day ~ 

 

 10:00 am - Worship Service: In-person &  
   online 

 
 * Please note to check our website for  
    current information in case of changes. 
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 From CMLC President      Rob Hall 

There is a fair amount going on in the church so I 

picked four things to write about: 

 Activities in December and January 

 Bylaw Amendments being considered by Council 

 Covid-19 safety steps 

 Dedication to service 

Activities in December and January 

Steve Schumm, Scott Merow, Ron Niesen and Dave 

Sonnenberg are finishing the new linoleum floor and 

lighting in the Fellowship Hall. A temporary patch was 

placed on the Great Room flat roof. (The permanent 

patch will be in spring.) There are three dead trees 

being removed for safety. 

Be sure to check the calendar 

for Drive Through Nativity (on 

the 12th) and other events in 

December including Council 

being a week early (on the 

14th). Note the online Advent 

services, Preschool program, 

and Children’s Christmas    

service. Hopefully, we will 

have some Christmas Eve   

services live. 

Also save the date January 17th for the “December” 

Voters’ Meeting by Zoom. 

Bylaw Amendments Being Considered by Council 

We have several boards that have not been populated 

for several years. This was one of the primary causes 

for Council to work on proposing several bylaw 

amendments. The exact wording of the amendments 

is being crafted in the first two weeks of December, so 

if you have input the best thing is to give it to me now. 

What is shown here are the concepts.  

1. We cannot remember ever having the 

“December” Voters’ Meeting for elections in    

December so we  propose changing the bylaws 

to say “January” in about eight places. 

2. Since elections would be planned for January we 

would reduce the time from elections to           

installation to “less than four weeks”. 

3. There are five functions that every board does so 

rather than stating then with slight changes, we 

will gather those five functions under the          

introduction to boards. We will also emphasize 

the concept of boards planning and developing 

rather than executing every program and project. 

The headings will include: 

a. Meet regularly (e.g., monthly, quarterly) in 

accordance with the board’s level of activity   

in a given portion of the year and provide 

meeting minutes to the Congregational       

Secretary 

b. Boards shall maintain adequate membership 

to sustain their activities as well as nurture/

develop participants to fill leadership roles. 

Board leaders shall inform the Nominating 

Committee of their recruiting efforts to avoid 

conflicts. 

c. Boards shall liaise with a member of the Board 

of Elders in order to assure compliance with 

spiritual and worship goals. 

d. Regularly communicate financial require-

ments to the Treasurer and Council and      

develop an annual budget request by March 

31st 

e. Boards should organize their activities to     

allow ways for members and guests to         

participate at various levels so as to              

encourage greater participation – e.g.          

programs, annual events, non-board roles. 
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From CMLC President cont.       

4. Instead of requiring three members on five plus 

 boards, we propose combining several boards 

 into two.  

a. The functions of Outreach and Community 

Service will combine to one board and         

add the functions of the ad hoc Missions 

Committee. 

b. The functions of Youth, Family Life, and      

Fellowship will combine to one board. 

 5.   Other miscellaneous ideas include: 

a. Making VBS a Standing Committee instead of 

passing mention under Parish Education. 

b. Allow those who wish to serve three          

consecutive terms (instead of current two). 

c. Change quorum for selected Voters’ Meeting 

business: change to “the lesser of 30 voting 

members or 50% of the voting members”; 

there is currently no provision in case the 

membership should drop below 30. 

d. Amend the effective date in the final article 

to the January 17, 2021, meeting date. 

If these changes are enacted, the resulting council 

would consist of President, Vice-President, Secretary, 

Treasurer, Financial Secretary and the chairpersons 

of Elders, Trustees, School, Parish Education,        

Stewardship, Outreach, and Member Ministries. 

You can download and read the bylaws from the    

media section of the church website. 

Covid-19 Safety Steps 

Since we restarted in-person services on July 12, we 

have had over 120 members and a number of visitors 

attend our Sunday and Saturday services. Of all those 

we are only aware of six positive Covid-19 tests; and 

it is likely that all of those were picked up from      

outside the church. We are disappointed that the 

recent rise in the level of positive tests means that 

we must suspend in person services from time-to-

time. We look forward to a return to the old normal; 

but please, in the meantime, we encourage you to 

check your email and the website regularly to see the 

current status of in-person services. 

Dedication to Service 

Vice President Mark Hassenplug is leading the       

nominations effort. Assuming the amendments 

above are enacted, we will need about 14 members 

to be elected into leadership (board) positions in the 

January Meeting. If those changes are not enacted 

we will need more than 20. 

We are also seeking a replacement for Financial      

Secretary Jane Hall. 

Please speak to Mark Hassenplug if you have an     

interest and are willing to serve. We will support       

development needs if needed.  

Summary 

Just because we are not seeing each other every   

Sunday does not mean that the church ceases to 

function. You can see by this article that we are busy. 

Please, pray to find your place. We welcome those 

who wish to step up at the level they desire.  
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THE REAL GIFT OF CHRISTMAS 
 

This is going to be a Christmas like no other. Most of 

us will be spending it at home, not with relatives,    

because of Covid 19.  It’s a great time to focus on the 

real meaning of Christmas within our families and the 

gift - not the ones under the Christmas tree, not in the 

stockings hung by the chimney with care, BUT in the 

manger at Bethlehem. There it was, a gift from our 

heavenly Father…a gift wrapped not in ribbons and 

bows but in cloths - diapers.  Yes, your Father in   

heaven gave you a gift, the gift of His Son, Jesus, to 

be your Lord and Savior - God  in diapers for you.  

God has given this gift out of His great love for you.  

“For God so loved the world, that he gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  There He 

was - Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Son of Man, 

born for YOU.  There was the baby Jesus…God in 

human flesh, born like you and I were, but without 

sin.  There He was: God in diapers and lying in a   

feeding trough in a barn.  Can you think of an          

introduction any less glorious than Jesus had, because 

there was no room for them in the inn? 
      

Let’s move to the fields where the shepherds tended 

their flocks by night.  News would come to them that 

the Good Shepherd, was born in Bethlehem. There 

had been false prophets, but this was no fake news!  

An angel of the Lord appeared to them with this news 

of  Jesus who was born for them - born for YOU.  The 

angel said to them “Do not be afraid;  for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy which will be for all 

people;  for today in the city of David there has been 

born FOR YOU a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  This 

will be a sign FOR YOU: you will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manager” (Luke 

2:10-12).   
 

What is more, suddenly there wasn’t just one angel; 

thousands were there before the shepherds,              

proclaiming this great news “Glory to God in the 

highest”(v14).  What did the shepherds do?  They got 

up and went to Bethlehem and saw these things which 

were just as the angels told them, and they returned to 

their flocks, glorifying and praising God, as he was 

faithful to His word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 
 

What does all this mean for you?  It means that Jesus 

was born for you.  It means that Jesus died for you.  It 

means that Jesus rose from the dead for you.  It means 

that Jesus is coming for you and to you, to give His 

gifts to you and for you: the gifts of the forgiveness of 

sins, eternal life, and salvation.  And where does He 

give you His gifts?  They’re not at the manger, the 

cross, or even the empty tomb because He isn’t there.  

He‘s not under the Christmas tree or on the tree of the 

cross.  He is where he promised to be for you: in the 

Scriptures, in Baptism and in Holy Communion.  

That’s where He gives His gifts to you.  That’s where 

He gives His gifts FOR YOU.  Christmas isn’t about 

you - its about Jesus FOR YOU.     
 

Have a Blessed Christmas! 

 ELDERS         Dave Dornseif 

THE REAL 
GIFT OF 
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Stewardship Corner       

Spread the Word 
 

In a short time, we will be celebrating the birth of 
Christ – a major event, even for those who don’t     
believe in Him.  God’s Son came to live among us in 
order to forgive us, reconcile us with our Heavenly 
Father, and give us life everlasting. 
 

How different are our 
celebrations today from 
the first Christmas more 
than 2,000 years ago!  
Mary and Joseph found 
no room in an inn so 
they “wrapped  [Jesus] 
in strips of cloth and 
placed Him in a man-
ger” (Luke 2:7).   
 
There were no reporters or photographers waiting  
outside to write a newspaper article or to snap the first 
picture of the new king.  No one knew what was    
happening!  No one, that is, except for the parents and 
the host of Heaven who made the announcement.  But 
to whom was this announcement made?  To the    
powerful who would speed through the towns and 
villages, spreading the news?  To the privileged elite?  
No, to shepherds who were outcasts, hired hands who 
were so low on the social scale that they weren’t even 
allowed to give testimony in a court of law. They 
weren’t even allowed to come into the Temple. 

 
Yet these were the ones 
chosen by God to tell the 
good news. These wretched 
creatures saw the angels 
and “…the glory of the 
Lord shone around them.” 
They heard the message the 
angels brought:  “Today in 
the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; He is 
Christ the Lord …You will 
find a baby…lying in a 
manger” (Luke 2:9,11).  

They saw, they listened, and then they went to see for 
themselves.  After receiving the Good News, they 
spread it.  “When they had seen Him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this 
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them” (Luke 2:17-18).  
 

If lowly shepherds could tell the story, can’t we as 
well?  “All who heard it were amazed,” Luke writes, 
but he doesn’t say all believed.  All we’re asked to do 
is tell the story.  How could fear, uncertainty, or      
apathy hold us back?  This is the biggest news       
mankind has ever received!  As stewards of the      
Gospel, we have no choice but to follow the example 
of the shepherds and “spread the word concerning 
what has been told [us] about this child.”  What a 
privilege we have to tell others about the baby in the 
manger Who became a man and died for our sins so 
we can live eternally with Him in heaven! 
 
Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, thank You for sending 
Jesus to save me from a life of sin and death.  Help 
me to live worthy of His sacrifice. May God grant me 
all the passion to tell others of Jesus’ birth and love 
for all people.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 
 
Blessings on your stewardship journey! 

 

GOD GAVE US THE BEST GIFT 
POSSIBLE WHEN HE GAVE US HIS 
SON. BECAUSE GOD GAVE HIS 
BEST, WE WANT TO GIVE. 
 
“For to us a Child is born, to us a Son         

is given; and the government shall be       

upon His shoulder, and His name shall       

be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Ever-lasting Father, Prince of Peace”  

(Isaiah 9:6). 
 
 



 Midweek Advent     
Services will be 
held on Dec. 2, 9, 
and 16 at 7 pm.  
Offerings for the 
services can be 
made by checks 

mailed in to the church, giving through your bank 
account or go to our webpage for online giving.  
Please note midweek Advent on your donation.  
All midweek Advent offerings will be matched from 
the Baker Mission Fund and given to various    
missions. The offerings will be totaled, matched 
and divided among the following missions: 

 
    BEE Liberia  

    Pastor Sharp - Mission in Uruguay.  

    Advancing the Ministry of the Gospel 

    Pastor Schuschke - Trinity Lutheran,  
 Frankfurt, Germany. 

 Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Advent Missions           Dave Sonnenberg 
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Mission         Tom Bott 
As we enter the Christmas season the pandemic       
continues and the people needing assistance from the 
“Manna from Heaven” food bank has not abated.  We 
will have our monthly collection on the second       
Sunday, December 13, but you can drop items off    
during the preceding week if not attending worship in 
person.  If possible, let Linda know when you will be 
stopping by to avoid times when students are arriving 
or departing school.  The needs for December is listed 
below. Thank you for your continued generous       
support of the food bank.  Our monthly donations are 
blessing families in the West Chester area and they 
reflect the character of our generous God.   His gift to 
us in Christ is unfathomable.  Words from the Bach 
Christmas Oratorio come to mind:   

For to earth he cometh poor 
Our salvation to secure 
And rich in heaven to make us stand  
All numbered with the angel band 
O Lord have mercy. 
 

And meshed with these lines are the following:  
 

Who rightly can the love declare that fills our tender 
Savior’s breast? Yea, who can understand or share 
His grief for man by sin oppressed? Himself, the Son 
of God will give that we may be redeemed and live. So 
now for this- Behold Him born. 
 
As God has blessed us, may we be a blessing to others 
in our giving. 

Special needs for the month of December are: 
  

 Spices (you can get spices in the 99cents store) 
 Onion Power 
 Lemon Pepper 
 Garlic Powder 
 Basil 
 Oregano 
 Toilet Paper 
 Paper towels 
 Shampoo 
 Conditioner 
 Body Wash 
 Deodorant 

Mid-Week 
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 Trustees          

As a result of the summer rains which flooded the        

Fellowship Hall, many changes have been made there. 

The lighting project has been completed and the flooring 

work is almost done. Thanks to Steve Schumm, Scott 

Merow, Ron Niesen and Dave Sonnenberg for many 

hours of work removing the old carpet, cleaning the       

adhesive from the floor, and laying new tile. It will be 

great when we can again gather there for Bible study and 

fellowship. 

Here you can see the new lights 
and new flooring in Fellowship Hall. 

 Community Service              
 

Thanksgiving Food Donations 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to the Thanksgiving 

Food Donation.  This is 2020’s donation from our little 

church to The Lord’s Pantry. I’m amazed that so many folks 

dropped off all this food in the midst of Covid. The food and gift 

cards were greatly appreciated. 

 
 

While there won’t be a Christmas Angel Tree in 

the Great Room with tags on it this year, the 

spirit of the Angel Tree will continue. Watch for 

an upcoming email on how to sign up and join 

in the spirit of Christmas giving as you help 

families in our community!  
 

You will be able to select to buy a gift for a family, a toy or a gift card. So when the email 

come out, join us. The need is more important this year given the circumstances to spread the 

meaning of Christmas. As always, thank you for your generosity. 

2020 
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ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN    Cliff Kraft 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN  
MID ATLANTIC BRANCH 

“I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you” John 14:18 

 
“Ask and it will be given to you” Mathew 7:7a An    

appropriate reminder as the Mid Atlantic Branch, under 

Gods guidance, continues to help those in need both 

domestically and internationally. 

 

We asked Norfolk for a recipient who could use our 

inventory both current and expected. As a result we will 

be shipping a forty foot container to Christ Mandate for 

Missions Church in Lilongwe, Malawi, South Africa.  

 

We asked Christ Mandate what else they might want. 

Soccer and sports uniforms for the 

children was one of the requests. Our 

volunteers contacted many of the   

Junior and Senior High schools in the 

area. As a result, to date we have 

packed twenty apple boxes with        

uniforms and two with deflated    soccer balls and air 

pumps. They also requested Kids Against Hunger food 

and we are planning on sending 

over 80,000 meals. In addition 

they have a need for bicycles 

which they and other pastors in 

the area use for commuting.        

61 bicycles will also be loaded into the container. There 

will be clothing for all ages, medical equipment and a 

sewing machine. The loading from our Jennersville 

warehouse is scheduled for Friday, December,4th at 

9am.  The container will probably arrive during the first 

part of January.  

 

We asked that the recipients of our previous container 

which went to Tibilisi City in the Republic of Georgia 

to send us some pictures of the receipt and distribution 

of the contents of the container. The first reply after 

receipt of the container had forty pictures. The second 

response had over 35 pictures. 

It is a humbling and exciting 

experience to see who has     

received our blessings and how 

blessed they appear upon their      

receipt. We were also able to 

share the joy when we were 

able to show donors of bicycles 

who received them in the     

Republic of Georgia. 

 

 
We asked the Lord for guidance in our Fall Fund     

Raising efforts. He provided $10,000 from a donor to 

be matched. We asked our supporters to pray about 

what they might cheerfully contribute. As of November 

21st we are well on our way to matching. If you have 

not taken the opportunity, we hoped to close the effort 

by December 6th. Of course it can be extended.  

 

We asked our landlord to extend our contract for three 

more years at the same rate and to increase the space 

allotted. The Lord saw fit to answer this prayer and as 

of mid-December we will have a new contract and    

additional space. 

 

We asked the Lord for additional volunteers at the 

warehouse and some more have come to join in the    

camaraderie. We continue to ask and pray. Perhaps you 

might be an answer to a prayer! 

 

We continue to be blessed in many other ways,         

receiving apple boxes and clothing to sort and pack are 

but a few. With continued prayers asking for the Lords 

guidance we go forward under His name to be a      

blessing to those in need worldwide.  

 

To God alone be the glory!       

Cliff Kraft 11/21/2020 

A recipient receiving a wheelchair 
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 Live Nativity        Linda Knoll  

 
 

JourneyJourney  to Bethlehemto Bethlehem  

Embark on a spiritual driveEmbark on a spiritual drive--thru to the Nativitythru to the Nativity  

Saturday, December 12th (one night only!)Saturday, December 12th (one night only!)  
6:00 6:00 --  8:30 pm8:30 pm  

   

You’ll be able to  listen to the Nativity story on your phoneYou’ll be able to  listen to the Nativity story on your phoneYou’ll be able to  listen to the Nativity story on your phone   
More information coming to our website: www.christmemorial.us or at the drive More information coming to our website: www.christmemorial.us or at the drive More information coming to our website: www.christmemorial.us or at the drive ---thruthruthru   

Christ Memorial Lutheran Church Christ Memorial Lutheran Church 

& School& School  

89 Line Rd, Malvern, Pa 19355 

Corner of Paoli Pike & Line Rd. 

LIVE NATIVITY IS COMING! 

Activity Bags and 
storybook for the 

kids! 

LIVE NATIVITY IS ALMOST HERE! 
 

Coming up soon you will be able to take a “Journey to Bethlehem”  

as you drive-thru the Nativity story all in the comfort and safety    

of your own car.  New this year you will be able to listen to the  

Nativity narration on your phone as you view the characters and 

animals from the Nativity story. There will also be activity bags for 

the children with a Nativity storybook and crafts.  So join us on 

Saturday, December 12th (ONE NIGHT ONLY) from 6 pm to 8:30 

pm and “Journey to Bethlehem” with us! 
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Pre-School & Kindergarden News Jodi Merow 

December is a month of    

great joy at Christ Memorial 

Lutheran School!  
 

The children spend time learning about the First 

Christmas and the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ! The school is filled with Christmas songs and 

Christmas celebrations! Even though we aren’t able to 

have our Christmas program as we usually do, thanks 

to Steve Schumm, the children will be able to have 

their program videotaped for us to send home to their 

families!  

 

We have also been busy serving others during this 

beautiful season of joy. The children and families 

brought back 80 boxes for Operation Christmas 

Child. Thanks to Nicole Dallas for getting our boxes 

ready and then delivering them for us! The families 

also sent monetary donations so the folks at Young 

Lives can buy gifts for the children of Young Lives.  

 

Thank you to all the church members who helped us 

with our service activities. It is so important for the 

children to feel the joy of giving to others! 

 

As we celebrate Christmas and this final month of 

2020, although this year has been challenging in 

many ways, it has also held so many blessings. As 

school began in September of 2020, 24 new families 

came through our doors, to join the 78 families who 

had already been with us. What a great gift! I am so 

thankful for our 140 children, 102 families and 20 

staff members! 

 

I want to thank you, the congregation of CMLC, for 

your love and support of all of us at CMLS. Thank 

you for inviting the families to the Live Nativity and 

for all you always offer the children. On behalf of all, 

we are so grateful for you! 

 

I wish you and your families a healthy and Merry 

Christmas! It is my prayer that the Lord would bless 

you and yours abundantly! 

Mrs. Dallas’ car packed with the boxes ready for delivery. 
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Pre-School & Kindergarden News  

 

Where’s Waldo from the character book parade ( upper left); 

Wall Art made by the students (right top and bottom), and a 

wonderful thank you sign (lower left) 



Greetings from the Women’s Guild! 
 

November Meeting, Tuesday, Nov. 12th at 7 pm -   
Our November meeting continued the Bible Study, 
“The Power of Words” from the Fall Lutheran      
Woman’s Quarterly. Thank you Beth Quinn for     
leading the study. 
   

 
Upcoming Events:  
 

Trees Decoration, Saturday, December 5th at 
10am: Susan Bell and Chris Gasslein will be          
decorating the church’s Christmas trees.  

 
Christmas Party! December Meeting, 

Tuesday, Dec. 8th at 7 pm: Our December 

gathering will look a little different this 

year.  It will be held via Zoom.  We plan on 

games, celebration of Jesus' birth and our 

gift exchange for our secret pals. The secret 

pal gifts will be opened during our zoom 

session. 
 

The Zoom link will be sent out by email prior to the 

event, so look for it in your email box. 
 

We are also collecting wrapping paper and unwrapped 

gifts for children to give to their mothers.  This is for 

Young Lives. 
 

If you do not remember who your secret pal is, please 

contact Beth Quinn at 610-761-0263. 
  

Regarding the secret pal gift exchange: If you have a 

secret pal for 2020, please drop off your gift ($15.00 

or less) for your secret pal by Sunday 12/6/20. Include 

who it is for and your name so your secret pal will 

know who it is from. You can leave them on the     

outside benches or give to Linda in the office.  When 

you drop it off, Linda will give you your gift if it has 

already been dropped off. 
 

If you would like your gift picked up, please call      

Linda at the office - 610-644-4508 so a time can be 

arranged for pickup. 

Please drop off the wrapping paper/gift        
for Young Lives at the same time you are 
dropping off your secret pal gift. 
 
A separate email will be sent out for secret 
pals for 2021. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Linda Knoll 

at the church office (610-644-4508) or Beth Quinn 

(610-761-0263). 
 

We are looking forward to celebrating with you. 

 

The LWML Winter Quarterly is in. They are 

available for pick-up from Linda or in the bin on 

the bench outside the school wing. 

 

Sunday, January 10th Meeting: 

It is more than likely that our January meeting will be 

held on Zoom.  We will have the meeting on Sunday 

afternoon (time TBD), January 10th. The program will 

be on the history and making of banners. 

All women High School  age and up are 
invited to Women Guild. Come join us in 
Christian service and fellowship.  
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 LWML, Women’s Guild  

 

CMLC WOMEN’S GUILD 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The mission of the Women’s Guild of Christ       

Memorial Lutheran Church is to give women of 

our congregation opportunities to: 
 

 Unite with Christ to Serve, 
 

 Support and promote the objectives and 
programs of the Lutheran Women’s    
Missionary League  (LWML) and 
CMLC, 

 

 Participate in Christian Service, and 
 

 Foster Christian fellowship. 



Page 13 December 2020 

The Advent wreath is a Christian tradition that symbolizes the 

passage of the four weeks of Advent (Advent in Latin means 

“coming” and during this time we prepare for the coming of       

Jesus). The wreath is made of a circle of  evergreen branches laid 

flat to symbolize eternal life.  
 

Four candles, three purple (or blue) and one pink stand in the 

circle and each one represents one of the four Sundays of Advent. 

In the center of the circle is a fifth white candle, the 

Christ Candle, which is lit on Christmas Day (or Eve).  
 

The first Sunday we light a purple (or blue) candle. The color purple is a liturgical color that           

signifies a time of prayer, penance, and sacrifice. Some churches use the color blue instead of purple 

which represents a time of hope and waiting. The first candle of advent symbolizes hope. It is 

sometimes called the “Prophecy Candle” in remembrance of the prophets, especially Isaiah, who 

foretold the birth of Christ. It represents the expectation felt in anticipation of the coming Messiah. 
 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 
 

The second candle, also purple (or blue) , represents peace. It is called the “Bethlehem Candle” as 

a reminder of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 
 

The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is pink because rose is a liturgical color for joy. 

The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday named for the Introit "Gaudete in Domino           

semper" ("Rejoice in the Lord always"). The third candle is also called the “Shepard’s Candle” and 

is meant to remind us of the joy that the world experienced at the birth of Jesus. 
 

On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple (or blue) candle to represents love. Advent 

is a time for kindness, thinking of others, and sharing with others. It is a time to love as God loved 

us by giving us his most precious gift. From the Gospel of John we hear: “For God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have    

eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him.”  John 3:16-17  
 

This fourth candle is also the “Angel’s Candle,” The angels announced the good news of a Savior! 

“…I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord”  Luke 2:10b-11 God sent his only Son to 

earth to save us, because he loves us! 
 

On Christmas Eve and Christmas, we light the center white candle called the “Christ Candle”. 

The white candle reminds us that Jesus is the spotless lamb of God, sent to wash away our sins.  His 

birth was for his death, his death was for our birth! “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward 

him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!‘”  John 1:29 

Advent Wreath 
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COMMUNION: 2ND AND 4TH SUNDAYS 

With returning to regular services, we are now 

going back to having  communion on the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays of the month.  
 

In conjunction, we will also have outside   

communion on the Saturdays prior to the 

Sunday communion as long as weather      

permits. 
 

Our next Outside Communion will be on    

Saturday, December 12th at 10 am. 
 

We hope you can join us. If you are unable 

and would like to receive communion at 

home, please contact the church office or 

pastor. 

Christmas Poinsettias  
Orders are due  

by December 6th 
 

If you would like to order 
plants to help beautify our 
altar during the Christmas 
season (Dec. 20th - Jan. 
1st), please complete a 
form and return to church 
by Sunday, December 6th.  
If you have any questions, please contact 
Susan at 215-514-8678 (cell) or by email: 
morrissusan68@gmail.com. 
 

Poinsettias are $7 each and color choices 
are red, pink or white. Checks made     
payable to CMLC Women’s Guild. 
 

Forms are being sent out by email.  If you 
need a form sent to you, just contact the 
church office.     Extra forms can be found 
in the Great Room. 

WAYS TO DONATE 
There are many ways you can support the ministry of Christ Memorial whether you are attending a service 

live or watching online. You can write a check  and drop it in the offering plate or mail it to the church at 

89 Line Rd, Malvern PA 19355 or utilize the online bill pay option from your bank.  
 

You can also donate now online at our website: http://christmemorial.us/ and 

scroll down to “Make a Donation” button. Click on it and it will take you to 

Giving Fuel. There you will have the option to donate by check or credit /

debit card or you can text a whole dollar amount to 610-557-8424.  

Resource you can use: RightNow Media 
 

RIGHTNOWMEDIA.org and it is totally free to you and 
your family.  Its super easy to sign up - go to this link on 
christmemorial.us - https://christmemorial.us/media/
rightnow-media 
 

Just follow the steps with a user name and password 
so you can enjoy the content. 
 

If you click on Christ Memorial Lutheran Church - there are resources especially chosen for 
CMLCS families - especially devotions and music for kids.  What a great time to help our kids to 
follow Jesus.  For adults there is also wealth of resources.   

http://christmemorial.us/
https://christmemorial.us/media/rightnow-media
https://christmemorial.us/media/rightnow-media
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Baptisms 

On Sunday, November 8th 

during the early service, we 

welcomed into the Lord’s 

family and Christ Memorial 

family, Daniel Bradley 

Harkins. Daniel is the son 

of Bradley and Amy 

Harkins. His sponsors are 

Abigail Bohler and Zachary 

Bohler. 

On Sunday, November 15th 

during the late service, we     

welcomed into the Lord’s     

family and Christ Memorial 

family, Samuel John Smith. 

Samuel is the son of Phillip 

and Sarah Smith.  
 

His sponsors are Robyne   

Christie and Ruth Sunderman.  

"Let the children come to me, do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the Kingdom of God."                                                                            
        Mark 10:14 

 

Philip holding son, Clayton and 
Sarah with baby, Samuel. 

 

Amy and Bradley Harkins with baby, Daniel. 
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Parish Ed           
 

PARRISH ED & BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Sunday School Classes begins at 9:45 am. They use the ZOOM application on your computer,    
laptop or phone. To join the ZOOM meeting for your class, please check your weekly email sent 
out with the Sunday bulletin, the church’s webpage or you can contact the church office or the 
Sunday school leader. 
 

Children & Youth Classes: 
 

Kids Sunday School with Mrs. Schumm; From Toddlers with their parents through 6th Grade, 
come and join us. 
 

Confirmation Class meets Sunday @ 9:45 am. Pastor will let you know if it is in-person or online. 
 

Youths from 7th grade class will meet Sunday evenings at 7 pm online for Sunday School and 
Youth Fellowship. Look in the Weekly announcements and emails for more information. 
 
Adult Classes: 
 

Sunday, 9:45 am , Leader: Ron Niesen  

 

The Bible Study is on the Book of Exodus. 
 

Our current study is “Exodus: By His Mighty Hand”. The book of Exodus is the story of 
God rescuing the children of Israel from Egypt and forging a special relationship with them. 
This second book of the Pentateuch (the five books of Moses), and it’s where we find the      
stories of the Ten Plagues, the first Passover, the parting of the Red Sea, and the Ten        
Commandments. Its themes are profound: God fulfilling His promises, disobedience and obedience, loyalty 
and betrayal, knowledge of good and evil, man's nature and God's nature, God's blessings and discipline. 
This study will require preparation on your own as there is too much scripture to read through in class.  
 

There are study guides available.  If you need one or for more information or to join the Zoom meeting, 
contact Ron Niesen at ronniesen@verizon.net or the church office at office@christmemorial.us 

 
Sunday, 9:45 am , Leaders: Jon Hofmeister and Tom Ferro  
 

Bible Study titled How We Got the Bible/The Bible on Trial.  
 

This fall, we will take a look at the Word of God, how it came about, and its relevance today 
using two Lutheran Hour Ministries Bible studies. How We Got the Bible featuring Dr. 
Paul L. Maier examines the Bible. As God's written Word, the 66 books of the Old and New 
Testaments are the source of His  revelation to man. His book, His Word-revealed to man 
that they might know the way of salvation as revealed by the prophets and made real in the 
flesh through the life, death, and resurrection of God's son, Jesus Christ.  
 

In The Bible on Trial , the question “is the Bible reliable?” has been fiercely debated for 
centuries-and rightly so. If the Bible is not worthy of our faith, if it is riddled with errors, if 
it is full of inconsistent and false information, then knowing that up front is vital in forming 
a decision about it. If, on the other hand, the Bible stands up to critical scrutiny and         
academic investigation, if it shows itself to be a trustworthy record of historical events and 
God's dealing with man, then its all-inclusive promise to sinners of salvation through the 
blood of Jesus Christ makes it the world's most important book.  
 

Tom Ferro and Jon Hofmeister will be leading. Please join us by checking the weekly email 
for the Zoom link. See you Sunday! 

javascript:void(0);
mailto:office@christmemorial.us


    Bible        Studies 

Page 17 December 2020 

 

L.I.G.H.T.  (Ladies in God’s Hands Together) - Wednesday, 9:00 am 
 

L.I.G.H.T.  (Ladies in God’s Hands Together) -  Our LIGHT Bible study will be a 
ZOOM format from 9 - 11:30 each Wednesday through December 16th. All are     
welcome to join, as we study Discerning the Voice of God by Priscilla Shirer.  This 
study will teach us to discover the root to clear and daily communication with God - 
humble obedience. Learn how surrender unlocks His many blessings intended for us, centers us in His will, 
and helps us discern His voice in everyday life.  
 

If you are interested in joining us or have any questions, please contact Cindy Kaminskas at 610-331-0704. 
 

Wednesday Evening Zoom Bible Study - with Pastor @ 8 pm 
 

Late Night with the Hoovers  on Weds Night at 8pm on Zoom. Join us for The Book of 
James, a Francis Chan study. True faith produces fruit. A faith without action and without life 
change is ultimately a dead faith. The book of James speaks to the realities of a living faith in 
Jesus—the kind of roll-up-your-sleeves and get-your-hands-dirty discipleship that is borne out 
of an authentic relationship with the risen Lord. James writes to believers who know suffering, 
who've faced trials, and who ultimately desire a deep relationship with God. 
 

For more information or to join the Zoom meeting contact Pastor Fred at: 
pastor@christmemorial.us  or the church office at office@christmemorial.us 

 
LWML Bible Study- Thursday @ 10 am  
 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) Women’s Thursday morning Bible study is via 
Zoom. The class meets 10:00-11:30 am.  Our study is a video based study titled: Overflowing 
Abundance by Donna Snow (Pyle) which we will conclude on December 3rd.  December 10th  
will be Sunrise/Sunset - Reflections on the shores of Lake Erie; December 17th will be Gold, 
Frankincense and ME! From the LWML Winter Quarterly (available to pick up at church in the 
bin outside the school door). We will take a short break for the Christmas season and then start a 
new study beginning January 7th - TBD. 
 

All women are welcome to join us. Please contact Beth Quinn (beth@quinnfamily.net, 610-761-0263) so 
she can provide you the materials and Zoom link. 

 
M.I.G.H.T. (Men in God’s Hands Together) - Saturday, 8:30 am 
 

(Men’s Saturday Bible Study; 8am-9:30am - Saturday) – Please join us through 
Zoom for a dynamic discussion of books of the  Bible and Christian topics. For 
more information or to join the Zoom meeting, contact Jeff Walker at 
walk1592001@yahoo.com M.I.G.H.T. 

 

Join us online for Bible Studies. There are several to 

choose from throughout the week. If you are interested, 

information can be found on the front page of our     

website: www.christmemorial.us or you can contact the 

study leader or the church office. 

     Virtual 

   BIBLE STUDIES 

mailto:pastor@christmemorial.us
mailto:office@christmemorial.us
mailto:walk1592001@yahoo.com
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 Celebrating with YOU!!!   

So Sorry… if we missed your special day.  We would appreciate it if you 

would let the church office know so we can update our records. Thanks! 

Name    Date 
 

Cliff Kraft  12/1 

Karen Stalker  12/1 

Phil Smith  12/2 

Prem Devarapalli 12/3 

John Mitas II  12/5 

Beth Quinn  12/6 

Kevin Cancelliere 12/7 

Katy Clement  12/7 

Dolores Knuth  12/9 

Kayla Siedlecki  12/9 

Madeline Smith  12/9 

Frank Brescia  12/10 

Katie Chou  12/13 

Sherry Gallucci  12/14 

Linda Knoll  12/14 

Ron Niesen  12/14 

Russell Lighton  12/15 

Robert Stalker  12/15 

Emily Clement  12/16 

Dave Money  12/17 

Naomi Barrow  12/18 

Karen Blakmon  12/20 

Sarah Heilman  12/21 

Sara Neils  12/22 

Blake Cancelliere 12/23 

William Clement  12/23 

Jonathan Futty, Jr. 12/23 

Daxton Money-Gates 12/23 

Erma Hardcastle  12/24 

Nick Ryan  12.25 

Sarah Perry  12/26 

Gen Conrad  12/27 

Megen Hemdal  12/28 

Liam McMahon  12/28 

Christine Coluccio 12/29 

Randy Frey  12/29 

Jennifer Fussell  12/29 

Jean Morton  12/29 

Carol Biesanz  12/30 

Madelyn Videtsky 12/31 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name    Date  Years 
Rob & Jane Hall IV  12/11    49 
Stephan & Deb Schumm  12/27    39 
Cindy & Mike Kaminskas  12/28    35 
Tom & Sue Bott   12/29    56 
Mark & Dorothy Koschmann 12/29    66 
Allyssa & Patrick Walsh  12/30      4 

Joy to the World 
 

One of the more popular songs during the 

Christmas season is “Joy to the World, the Lord 

is Come!” God showed His amazing and         

incomprehensible love by sending His only Son 

to earth to live among us for 30 plus years.  The 

Lord has come, filling us with great joy.  Yet    

we confess that we often are mired in             

discouragement and grief.  While looking at our 

present circumstances, we forget that Jesus has 

gone before us and that He is with us to take us 

through all the difficult times in our lives.  He is 

still with us today to bring us abundant joy.  

May God keep our hearts in the joy of Jesus and 

to share that joy with those we meet.   
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Tuesday, December 1st 
 

Wednesday, December 2nd 
9:00 am LIGHT (Zoom) 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing (West Grove) 

7:00 pm Advent Service - online 
8:00 pm Bible Study with pastor - Zoom 
 

Thursday, December 3rd 
10:00 am  LWML Bible Study (Zoom) 
7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 
 

Friday, December 4th 
Pre-School Chapel 
 

Saturday, December 5th 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Zoom) 
10:00 am Christmas Trees Decoration 
 

Sunday, December 6th 
Second Sunday in Advent 
Bring in Secret Pal exchange 
Deadline for ordering poinsettias 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 

9:45 am  Bible Study for Adult & Children 

9:45 am   Confirmation Class  
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 

Monday, December 7th 
6:30 pm Elders Meeting (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, December 8th 
7:00 pm Women Guild  
 Christmas Party (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, December 9th 
9:00 am LIGHT (Zoom) 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing (West Grove) 

11:00 am Organ tune-up 
7:00 pm Advent Service - online 
8:00 pm Bible Study with pastor - Zoom 
 

Thursday, December 10th 
10:00 am LWML Bible Study (Zoom) 
7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 
  
Friday, December 11th 
 

Saturday, December 12th 
Good Works  
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Zoom) 
9 am to noon OGT Packing (West Grove) 
10:00 am Outside Communion 
6:00 - 8:30 pm Nativity Drive Thru 

Sunday, December 13th 
Third Sunday in Advent 
Manna from Heaven Food Collection 

8:30 am  Traditional Worship 

9:45 am  Bible Study for Adult & Children 

9:45 am   Confirmation Class  

11:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 

Monday, December 14th 
7:00 pm Council Meeting (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, December 15th 
 
 

Wednesday, December 16th 
9:00 am LIGHT (Zoom) 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing (West Grove) 

7:00 pm Advent Service - online 
8:00 pm Bible Study with pastor - Zoom 
 

Thursday, December 17th 
10:00 am  LWML Bible Study (Zoom) 
7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 
 

Friday, December 18th 
 
 

Saturday, December 19th 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Zoom) 
 

Sunday, December 20th 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 

9:45 am  Bible Study for Adult & Children 
9:45 am   Confirmation Class  

11:00 am Contemporary Worship 

2:00 pm Knapp piano recital 
 
Monday, December 21st 
Winter Begins 
NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break 
 
Tuesday, December 22nd 
NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break 
 
Wednesday, December 23rd 
NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing (West Grove) 

 
Thursday, December 24th 
NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break 
Christmas Eve 
5:00 pm Worship Service: online only 
7:30 pm Worship Service: 
  in-person and online 
10:00 pm Worship Service: 
  in-person w/communion 
 
Friday, December 25th 
NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break 
Christmas Day - Office Closed 
10:00 am Worship Service 
 

Saturday, December 26th 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Zoom) 
 
 

Sunday, December 27th 
First Sunday after Christmas 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 

9:45 am  Bible Study for Adult & Children 

9:45 am   Confirmation Class  
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 
 

Monday, December 28th 
NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break 
 
 

Tuesday, December 29th 
NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break 
 
 

Wednesday, December 30th 
NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing (West Grove) 

 
Thursday, December 31st 
NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break 
New Year’s Eve 
 
Friday, January 1st 
NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break 
New Year’s Day 
Office Closed 
 
Saturday, January 2nd 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Zoom) 
 
Sunday, January 3rd 
Second Sunday after Christmas 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 

9:45 am  Bible Study for Adult & Children 

9:45 am   Confirmation Class  
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 

 
Christ Memorial 

in 



Chr is t  Memor ia l  Lu theran  Church  &  Schoo l  

89 Line Road 

Malvern, Pa 19355 

610-644-4508 
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ON THE WEB AT 

www.christmemorial.us 

 
Mid Week Advent 
Worship Schedule  

weekly beginning Wednes-
days  

 
Dec. 2nd, 9th & 16th 

 

 
7:00 pm Worship 

Online only 

 

 

5:00 pm: online only 
 

7:30 pm: 
 online & in-person 

 

10:00 pm: In-person only 
w/ communion 

 
 

Monday, Dec. 7th 
6:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Come to the Women Guild Christmas party online 
and join the celebration! 

 

Tuesday, December 8th at 7 pm on Zoom 

     Church Office 
           Closed 
 

     Friday 
   Dec. 25th,  
            

     Friday 
     Jan 1st 

 Join us on our  
“Journey to Bethlehem”! 

LIVE  NATIVITY  
 

Saturday, Dec. 12th,  
 

One Night Only 
 

Drive-Thru 
6:00 - 8:30 pm 

 

Embark on a Spiritual Adventure! 

CMLC School  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dec. 19th - Jan. 3rd 

Women’s Guild  

Christmas Party 

Christmas Day Service 
 

 
 

Dec. 25th,  
10 am 

 
 

OUTDOOR  
COMMUNION 

 

Saturday 
 

December 12th 

 

FOOD DRIVE 
FOR  

MANNA FROM 
HEAVEN  

FOOD PANTRY  
Sunday, Dec. 13th 

 

 

COUNCIL 
MEETING 

 

Monday,  
Dec. 14th , 7 PM 

 

Due to the current situation, 
changes are possible to the service 
schedule.  
For up-to-the-date information, 
please check out our website or      
contact the church office. 


