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 The New Normal? 
 

One of the best memes that I have seen dealing with 

this COVID-19 crisis with humor was this: "Can we 

uninstall 2020 and install it again? This version has a 

virus."  My friend wrote this as he tries to cope with 

what many are calling "The New Normal." For weeks 

now, people have been asked to stay at home, schools 

are closed indefinitely, church services are online only, 

and health care workers are facing stress like never  

before.  If this is normal, I'm all about reboot 2020.  
 

The good news is that what is happening is temporary 

and hopefully we will return to normal - or will we? I 

whole-heartedly believe that when we are able to safely 

return to meeting at our church building we will be 

overjoyed at the very thought of meeting in that way 

again!  That's the normal we are yearning for these 

days.  The question is, what will change when things 

are back to what we consider "normal?"  
 

I pray that this time has been and will be a lesson in 

what matters most - God and people. A song that was 

popular back in the 80's had this message (extra points 

if you can name the band), "You don't know whatcha 

got till it's gone." How true.  Many of us can't hang out 

with family and friends the way we used to before 

COVID-19 hit.  How many of us have taken our kids 

for granted or are frustrated because we are "stuck" at 

home.  I think God wants us to see this as so many 

more opportunities to have some real quality time with 

the loved ones in our homes.   

 

Lastly, I believe a truth that the scriptures bring to us 

has become so clear now: the Church is the Body of 

Christ. Look at Romans 12:4-6, "For as in one body we 

have many members, and the members do not all have 

the same function, so we, though many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of another." The 

Church meets in a building - the focus is not the bricks 

and mortar.  The Bible does talk about stones used to 

build a building.  But this is a different building in       

1 Peter 2:4-5, "As you come to him, a living stone      

rejected by men but in the sight of God, chosen and 

precious, you yourselves like living stones are being 

built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to  

offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ." We (God's People) are the thing God      

is building with Jesus as the stone that holds it all      

together. 
 

 

So, as we struggle with life that has been turned on its 

head, let’s fix our eyes on Jesus, the "founder and     

perfecter of our faith." Hebrews 12:2. I hope to never 

again take our ability to gather together in the building 

on 89 Line Road in Malvern for granted.  Let's bring 

the love of Jesus to friends and family any way we still 

can - trusting in Him! Our Church building might be 

closed, but the mission continues all around the world.   

 

In Christ,   

Pastor Frederick Hoover 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk   
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      Forsake Me Not When My Strength Is Spent 
 

Psalm 71 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

1In you, O Lord, do I take refuge; 

    let me never be put to shame! 

2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 

    incline your ear to me, and save me! 

3 Be to me a rock of refuge, 

    to which I may continually come; 

  you have given the command to save me, 

    for you are my rock and my fortress. 

 
 

How can we take refuge in God with so much uncertainty and pain surrounding us? 
 

Surround yourself and your family with the comfort of our Lord and Savor Jesus Christ   

 

 First and foremost – Pray 

 Read the Bible  

 Attend one of the Live and online Sunday Church Services at 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM.  You can visit 

either service any time throughout the week.  

 Attend the Live and online Weekly Lenten Services at 6:45 PM on Wednesdays and especially the 

Services on Holy Week 

 Attend one of the Live online Bible Studies offered by CMLC on Sunday and throughout the week. 

 Sign up for Pastors morning bible verses text 

 Visit RightNow Media via CMLC web page, Media Center and conduct your own home bible study 

with your family. 

 Reach out by phone and email to those who are isolated and ask how they are doing and pray with 

them.  

If you need help and assistance for any reason during these times, contact the Church office at 

office@christmemorial.us or reach out to your Elder or Pastor or Dave Sonnenberg at 

sonn5@verizon.net or Jim Bell at jbell_2406@comcast.net.  

 THE ELDERS        Jim Bell 

mailto:office@christmemorial.us
mailto:sonn5@verizon.net
mailto:jbell_2406@comcast.net
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President Report       Rob Hall 

Do Over … 
 

Last month this article was a series of changes to make 

our ministry more effective. Well, the changes in March 

were dramatic; and while we thought they were focused 

on survival some turned out to be improvements. Part of 

this article is about changes that have occurred and part 

of it is on things that we think are coming.  
 

Unprecedented 
 
 

“Unprecedented” is not a new word; but it has become 

one of our most used words. At the same time, Covid-19 

is the latest in a series of diseases that have plagued 

mankind: the ever-changing annual flu, MERS, SARS, 

Ebola, Spanish flu, Bubonic plague, etc. But we consider 

Covid-19 unprecedented because it is highly contagious, 

dangerous, and today in our age of international travel, 

the internet, and the 24-hour news cycle. Authorities are 

encouraging us to maintain social distancing, increase 

hand washing, cover our face and isolate. Healthcare   

institutions in our area are working to expand capacity 

while improving levels of patient care and staff          

protection. Romans 13:1, ESV: "Let every person be 

subject to the governing authorities. For there is no    

authority except from God, and those that exist have 

been instituted by God." We of Christ Memorial are    

doing our best to comply with local, state, and federal 

authorities. 
 

Preschool, worship, and meetings are no longer going on 

at the church. In fact, we are severely restricting access 

to the building to protect the few of us who need to enter 

from time to time. If you need access to the building, 

prearrange it with Rob Hall. 
 

 At our normal worship times, messages are being live 

streamed to the internet. When these messages come 

from the sanctuary, Pastor Fred is being shot by Jake 

Hoover so that we are not violating their family’s     

isolation. Music is being produced on-line or collected 

from prior services or licensed sources. We are seeing 

almost 600 viewers per week (about three times our 

normal attendance in services and on-line).†  

 Numerous weekly Bible studies, including several 

Sunday School classes, are being held on-line.‡ 
 

 The regular Church Council meeting was ¾ hour      

on-line instead of 2 hours in person (which most 

thought was an improvement). We have had (and will 

continue to have) Special Council meetings on-line. 

We are opening them to all members for transparency 

and to hear input. Our last meeting had the highest  

attendance in years. Results will be covered below.‡ 
 

 Just days after the Preschool was locked down,        

Preschool teachers began doing lessons over the       

internet from their homes to their students. They were 

more than a week ahead of Public schools. This is a 

great help to families with students of multiple ages. 

Our teacher, Mrs. Dallas teaching writing 

Pastor continuing the Empty & Filled series on 3/29 

President article continues on page 4 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/esv?navcat=Bibles|Translations|ESV
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President Report cont.      Rob Hall 
 

 Long awaited on-line giving is up and running.†  
 

Most other initiatives mentioned in last month’s      

newsletter are on hold until after these unprecedented 

changes subside. 
 

If 
 
There is a computer application called IFTTT. It stands 

for “IF This Then That”. We are learning that applies to 

church leadership. We must continue to abide by      

mandates of civil authorities. As they change, so shall 

our responses. Only yesterday the imposed closure was 

extended from April 5th to April 30th. But as with the 

initial orders, we are being told we will be “closed un-

til” but not when we will reopen. Constant updates will 

be available on-line at website: https://christmemorial.us/ .  
 

The following are what we currently think our changes 

will be. 
 

We are planning for a major celebration when we are 

allowed to reopen. In the mean time, we continue        

on-line. The superintendent of West Chester Area 

School District now states that the last day of school 

will be by June 12 which would be the end of bussing, 

so the Preschool is currently hoping to reopen for as 

much as 10 weeks. 
 

However, Council approved a request from the          

Preschool Board and Director to cancel the normally     

3-week Preschool Camp that occurs between the end of 

preschool and the end of public school.  

Similarly, VBS Committee requested that we cancel 

VBS for 2020 which council approved. Even though we 

may be back in the building before the planned dates, it 

was seen as a major health risk to all participants so 

soon after the crest of the pandemic. Materials for 2020 

will be used in 2021. See separate article. 
 

All discretionary spending is suspended until further 

notice. But essential vouchers can be approved by 

email. 
 

Safety First 
 

There are about a half dozen people who have essential 

business at the church. We are scheduling their access 

so that they have minimal overlap, usually with 3-hour 

gaps between, using rubber gloves and disinfectant 

wipes. Please do not enter the building without           

arranging it with Rob Hall.  
 

Our “neighbors” include our members, staff, students, 

and friends in Malvern and some around the world.    

We must weigh the risks to our neighbors in each       

decision we make; all this while our primary concern is 

continuously reaching out in love to our neighbors. 
 

Thank you all for your support to myself and leaders 

and staff’ ~ Rob Hall 

† For links to these events/features go to the Christ    

Memorial webpage: https://christmemorial.us/  

 ‡ Invitations to these events are distributed by email.    

If you need a link that you have not seen, please ask  

office@christmemorial.us by email. 

President article from page 3 

Even though we are not meeting in the church, you can still support the Ministry at Christ Memorial with your     

regular offerings.  Please mail your offerings to the church at 89 Line Rd, Malvern PA 19355 or utilize the online 

bill pay option from your bank.  
 

NEW: You can also donate now online at our website: http://christmemorial.us/   

and scroll down to “Make a Donation” button. Click on it and it will take you to       

Giving Fuel. There you will have the option to donate by check or credit /debit card. 

New Way to Donate 

https://christmemorial.us/
https://christmemorial.us/
mailto:office@christmemorial.us
http://christmemorial.us/
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Stewardship  

Counting your Blessings  
 

For many of us the Coronavirus national emergency is 

perhaps the biggest 

life-changing event 

that as a country we 

will face.   

 

Fortunately, most of 

our generation has 

missed the great depression and world wars which 

caused even greater lifestyle changes than what we are 

facing today.  As we all know, this virus pandemic       

has caused the closing of schools and colleges, the      

cancellations of sporting events, and the job loss for 

many people. Many churches are no longer holding   

services, concerts cancelled, restaurants closed,           

vacations postponed, etc. The coronavirus has caused 

significant declines in the world’s financial markets,   

decreasing the value of people’s investments and        

retirement funds.   

 

It is easy for people to become bitter and frightened in 

these circumstances and many will blame God. God’s 

Word tells us of a better way. “Rejoice always, pray 

without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;       

for  this  is  the  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  for  

you” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-17). These verses give us 

actions that will enable us to overcome the worst       

circumstances. We aren’t told just to “feel better” but to 

“rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks…”   

There’s a lot to give thanks for, too, when we’re going 

through difficult times. God is with us, and He is in  

control. What a joy we have knowing that we have 

God’s presence and protection.  We have God’s strong 

and abiding presence through His Word and Sacrament.  

Each and every day, we have the opportunity to turn to 

God in His Word to be  

uplifted and refreshed even 

when the world around us 

seems to be closing down.  

Through the faith that God 

gives us, we know it is 

God’s will that we rejoice 

in Him and seek His peace 

in the midst of this virus 

pandemic. 

 

In the midst of this crisis, the church still continues its 

vital mission and ministry.  Jesus tells us “I will build 

My church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it” (Matthew 16:18).  God promises us that 

nothing will overcome the Church because it rests on 

Jesus. The church is here to minister to the bitter,   

frightened, and doubtful.  We encourage your prayers 

and ask you to continue your generous giving. We do 

ask that you continue your faithful giving as you are 

able. May God help us all during these challenging 

times be the light that He wants us to be.  

 

Prayer: Lord, I pray for faith that will motivate me to 

do Your will.  Help me to open my mind and heart to 

Your direction and purpose for my life.  I thank You for 

loving me. You are the light of the world.  May Your 

light continually shine through me. In Your name I 

pray.  Amen. 

  

Blessings on your stewardship journey! 
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NOW WHAT?  We are in a situation with everyone 

else that is different, confusing and frustrating.          

Different because we have never experienced it in the 

past. Confusing because there are various reports as to 

the timing of control and eradication of the virus. 

Frustrating because we would like be shipping to 

those in need and cannot. 
 

What to do? The first step is easy, stop and pray. Ask 

the Lord for guidance even though we cannot operate 

our warehouse and ship as we would like.  
 

And here is what is happening on a much smaller scale 

and how you might be of assistance. Pray that the 

good Lord would speak to us 

on what we should do to carry 

on and prepare for the time 

when we open operations. 

Decide which articles of 

clothing you might wish to 

donate when the virus has 

abated enough to open the 

Mid Atlantic Branch for            

operations. Save those articles 

for future donating.  

Pray about the possibility of volunteering when we do 

open.   

 

Although we are closed for operations we continue      

to gather apple boxes for packing. With special        

arrangements with our landlord apple boxes are        

delivered on a weekly basis.  Clothing drives by a 

number of churches have only been delayed. Weekly 

and monthly e-mails go out to our volunteers to keep 

then advised on our status. Kids Against Hunger Food 

is ready to be shipped. We are planning on receiving 

children’s school desks from a school closing and 

sending them to a needy school. Financial donations 

continue to arrive and are acknowledged. 

 

We have delayed our Wednesday and Saturday sorting 

and packing for awhile. However, we continue to plan 

for the future to do His work by processing the       

hundreds of items which have been donated and      

destined for those in need worldwide. 

 

“For as much as you have done it to the least of these, 

you have done it to me” 

 

To God alone be the glory.  

 

Cliff Kraft 
 

 

“I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you” 
John 14:18 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN Mid Atlantic Branch  Cliff Kraft 

Free Time? Sort through 
clothes and select items 
to donate once OGT is 

open again. 

RESOUCE YOU CAN USE: 
 

KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS 
congregations, shares Christ for you anytime,           
anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible 
and theology studies, practical talk programs, and     
sacred music. You can find programs on demand at 
kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us 
on social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram. 
 
April 5th, This week on KFUO.org, we wish you a 
blessed Palm Sunday ad Holy Week! Follow Jesus 
through Holy Week in the Gospel of Matthew on     
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), study       

penitential Psalms on Thy Strong 
Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), 
and hear a Good Friday Tre Ore      
service from 12:00-3:00 p.m. CT on 
4/10. Hear your favorite programs on       
demand at kfuo.org. 
 
April 12th, This week on KFUO.org, we wish          
everyone a blessed Easter. We begin a new series 
"The Righteousness of God for You" studying the book 
of Romans on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. 
CT), continue studying the book of Revelation on Thy 
Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and        
worship with us in Daily Chapel at 10:00 a.m. CT. Find 
programs on demand at kfuo.org! 

https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=8d3cb51f97&e=0ffbd1df83
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=c5b5c20a28&e=0ffbd1df83
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=25ff8a65ba&e=0ffbd1df83
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=bc4bfe7b7d&e=0ffbd1df83
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Here is a Thank you from Pastor Schuschke of Trinity Lutheran,    
Frankfurt, Germany. This is a mission we supported at Advent. 
 
 
 
 

Dear Members of Christ Memorial Lutheran Church, 
 
On behalf of your brothers and sisters at Trinity Lutheran in Frankfurt, I want 

to than you very much for your very generous gift to help support God’s 

work here in Germany! We are truly blessed to have your partnership in min-

istry. We thank you especially for your prayers. We are praying for you too! 

May God bless your journey through Lent this year! 

 
His Peace! 
Pastor Gary Schuschke 

Mission       Dave Sonnenberg 
Lenten Offerings 
 

Our Lenten offerings go to missions outside of Christ 

Memorial. Thanks for your generosity in giving to    

Missions outside of Christ Memorial. Your Lenten    

offerings have been matched by the Baker Mission 

Fund. Through the first 5 Lenten services, $6400 has 

been sent to the following missions: 

 

2/26  LWML Eastern District Mission Fund.  

 

 
3/4 Orphan Grain Train 
 

 
3/11 BEE Liberia  
 

 
3/18 Good Works 
 

 
 

3/25     Manna from Heaven Food Pantry 
 
 

In remaining weeks, the contributions will go to        

Dr.  Tricia Towles, an audiologist missionary working 

in Albania and Christ Assembly Lutheran Church,       

a Liberian immigrant congregation in West             

Philadelphia.  

 

Your offerings are going to serve people in West      

Chester, in Philadelphia and around the world with the 

love of Jesus. 

 

 

4/1  Dr. Tricia Towle - She is a missionary 
audiologist working in Albania to advocate 
for those with hearing loss and to bring the 
love of Jesus to these people.  
 

 
4/9 (Maundy Thursday) Christ Assembly 
Lutheran Church – Liberian immigrant  
congregation in West Philadelphia. 
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Greetings from the Women’s Guild! 
    

March Happenings - It’s hard to believe that only a 
month ago we were celebrating Lutheran School 
Week and sponsoring the Open House Brunch for the 
school parents and their families. This was a wonder-
ful time for our church family to mingle with the 
school family and it was one of the last time some of 
us were together.  Thank you to all the ladies who  
volunteered for this event. Your generosity never 
cease to amaze me. 

 

Tuesday, April 14th Meeting Cancelled 
 

Due to the current situation our meeting for April is 
cancelled.  Our ingathering was going to be canned 
goods for the food bank.  In the next few days, I will be 
emailing for a vote on a motion to donate $100 to the 
Manna from Heaven Food Bank. 
 

Also, Tom Bott will be collecting food on April 11th 
from 9 am to 10:30 am  here at church. If you feel  
comfortable, you can drive by and drop the food off by 
the school doors. Please see the article on the food drive 
on page 9. 
 

Saturday, April 25th LWML Philadelphia Zone 
Spring Rally is cancelled 
 
June 12-14, 2020, LWML E.D. 38th 
Biennial Convention  is cancelled 
 
A Note from Susan Bell, LWML E.D. 
President 

 

I attended the Assembly of Presidents in St. Louis in 

January led by our new LWML National President, 
Debbie Larson.  Much of the discussion was around 
District Conventions coming up in 2020.  We had our 
Eastern District Board of Directors meetings at our host 
hotel in East Syracuse, NY on Feb. 28-29.  Everything 
looked very hopeful at that time. 
 

With the coronavirus appearing in the US in March    
and endangering so many, your Board of Directors   
considered moving our Convention to November, but, 
with no assurance it would be over by then, it was     
decided to cancel the Convention this year. This        
decision was made with a lot of pray and trust in the 
Lord.  It was also made to protect the ladies and        
gentlemen who would come to the Convention.  Please 
continue to get your delegate names to me by April 15th.  
We will vote on bylaws, officers and mission grants 
online or by snail mail.  The officers will be installed at 
Camp Pioneer in September. The Keynote address, 
opening sermon, mission grant speakers, Bible study 
will be shared with you via e-mail June 12-14, 2020. 
  

We will have Retreat this year at Pioneer Camp and  
Retreat Center in Angola, NY hosted by the Buffalo 
Zone, Sept. 18-20!  Unless God has another plan, this 
will be our last Retreat at Camp Pioneer.  So, come to 
this one if you can!  We will be celebrating 75 years of 
Camp Pioneer and will have a long-sleeved t-shirt or 
hoodie that you can order to remember your time in this 
wonderful place.  Retreats will continue after this year 
in a location to be determined. 
 
Some Good News - A Note from Beth Quinn, 
LWML Philadelphia Zone President 
 

God is good!  LWML Philadelphia Zone submitted 4 
Mission Grants for the upcoming LWML Eastern     
District Convention.  All four were approved to be 
placed on the ballot for the voting assembly to vote on.  
There are 15 mission grants total.  Each voting member 
can vote for 5. 
 
Here are the Philadelphia Mission Grants: 
 

 Broad Street Ministry, Philadelphia - meals for the 
homeless 

 Celebrate Recovery, Hope Levittown - ministry to 
those in recovery 

 Christ Memorial Lutheran School - new playground 
 Good Works - Chester County - housing repairs 
 

 LWML, Women’s Guild       

All women High School  age and up are 

invited to Women Guild. Come join us in 

Christian service and fellowship.  

Women Guild article continues on page 9 
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Christ Memorial is blessed to have many of our     
members on the current or past Board of Directors who 
will be voting members at this convention: Susan Bell, 
current District President, Dorothy Koschmann, past 
District President, Beth Quinn, VP of Communication, 
Susan Morris, Structure Committee Chairman, Becca 
Futty, Leader Development Chairman, and Chris    
Gasslein voting for Philadelphia Zone President.  
 
Delegates to the Convention 
 

Through email vote, our two delegates to the          
convention will be Carol Sonnenberg and Linda Erwin. 
As mentioned they will be voting online or by snail 
mail. 
 
Eastern District LWML 2020 Fall Retreat 
 

It’s not too early to start thinking about 
coming to our annual fall retreat at Camp 
Pioneer on Sept. 18-20, 2020. This may be 
our last one at Camp Pioneer. It will be 
hosted by the  Buffalo Zone and the theme 
is “Can Do With Jesus”  base on Philippians 4:13, “I 
can do all things through Christ, who strengthens 
me.”   

LWML Retreat Camperships are available 
for first time attendees or those with        
financial hardship.  Application along with 
registration can be found in the Spring 
LINK.  The Spring LINK should be posted shortly 
online so check http://www.east-dist-lwml.org/
Events.html to see if it is up.  Or email the office and 
I will email a copy of the LINK to you.  
 
Also in the LINK are order forms for sweatshirts and 
hoodies to commemorate our time at Camp Pioneer. 
Order deadline is July 15th. 

If you never been to Camp Pioneer, it is a lovely   
retreat center situated on Lake Erie. Don’t miss this 
exciting opportunity to join your sisters in Christ       
as they nourished, encouraged and strengthened their 
faith together. 

Women Guild article from page 8 

 Opportunity to Serve          Tom Bott 
 PLEASE DONATE TO OUR DRIVE-THRU FOOD DRIVE  

FOR MANNA FROM HEAVEN FOOD PANTRY  

Saturday, April 11th 

Our April collection for the food bank will be modified because of the stay at home order we are under. If   

anyone is uncomfortable with going to the store or driving to church they should not feel compelled to do so.  

However, if you want to contribute we will collect items on Saturday, April 11 between 9:00 and 10:30 AM.  

We ask you to drive by and leave donations on the benches outside the entrance to the school wing.  Keeping 

appropriate social distance, we will load items into a waiting vehicle for delivery on Monday, April 13. I spoke 

with Susan Scovell, Special Projects Coordinator at the Salvation Army, earlier today and she was most       

appreciative to learn that our recent Lenten offering to “Manna from Heaven” would be coming.  They will use 

those funds to buy items like detergent, paper goods, and spices in bulk. Thank you for helping those in our 

community needing special help at this time. I quote from a follow-up e-mail from Susan, “Please let your   

parishioners know we are truly grateful for their generosity and commitment to The Salvation Army.” 
 

Special needs for April, if you want to help: cereal, salt and pepper, peanut butter 
beverages - juice, coffee, juice boxes/pouches, drink mixes  (NO TEA PLEASE!!) 
snacks - popcorn, dried fruit, fruit snacks, beef jerky, snack cakes,  
ready-to-eat pudding, gelatin, jelly (strawberry & grape) 
canned fruit - mandarin oranges, pears, pineapple, applesauce, fruit mix 
pork and beans/baked beans white rice, rice & pasta sides, bow tie pasta 
tricolor pasta, paper towels, toilet paper 

http://www.east-dist-lwml.org/Events.html
http://www.east-dist-lwml.org/Events.html
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As I wrote last month’s Christ Memorial Lutheran 

School’s article, I could have never imagined that in a 

few short weeks, school would be closed and we would 

all be asked to ”Stay at Home’; to stay safe and healthy. 

 

I am sure life has changed for many of you, as for me, 

as we spend time close to home, finding new ways       

to navigate our time and go about our days. In our 

household, my husband, Scott, who is more of an       

introvert , is thoroughly enjoying this time, while, me, 

who really enjoys the energy of people, has been really 

missing the children, staff, and families of CMLS! I am 

hoping for the day to soon come when Pastor Hoover 

and Mr. Dave will be greeting the children at the door! 

 

With the school being closed, the staff felt the need to 

connect with the school families and let them know we 

were thinking of them as well as to keep the classroom 

instruction going. So, we found it is indeed possible      

to teach an old dog new tricks! The staff pushed     

themselves out of their comfort zones and stepped into 

the world of video teaching and learning! All of our   

students from our youngest 2x2’s through Kindergarten 

have been receiving virtual learning through such     

avenues as Marco Polo, Seesaw, You Tube and Zoom, 

to just name a few. The best part of all of this is that the 

children have been sending us photos and videos as 

well!  

There are more pictures on the next page of the children 

as they have been tuning in to stories, art lessons,  

Spanish lessons, gym class, regular curriculum lessons 

and staff sharing videos of their homes and families! 

Pastor Hoover sent a wonderful video to all the school 

families letting the families know the church was there 

for them. I know that meant so much to them. As of 

March 30th, Governor Tom Wolf has closed schools 

indefinitely as we try to get a grip on the coronavirus in 

PA. It is my hope and prayer that we will be able to 

come back to school at some point in May or early 

June. If that is not able to happen then I hope and pray 

we can get the children and staff together sometime 

over the summer and also plan a graduation for our 

Kindergarten children.  

 

During this most important time of Lent and preparing 

our hearts for the joy of Easter, I hope that this time of 

quiet will allow us to spend more time focusing our 

eyes on Jesus and all He might want us to be learning. 

Many of the parents have ben telling me that although 

the children have been sad about missing many of their 

favorite activities, such as their sports teams, school 

play dates, visits to the parks, etc., they have also been 

embracing the new times of game nights, doing puzzles, 

building Lego cities, etc. In my neighborhood, I have 

seen children decorating the sidewalks with bright 

chalk messages, leaving flowers on each other’s      

doorsteps and writing uplifting messages in window 

signs! Maybe we really are learning to love each other 

as God commands? 

 

 I hope you all know how very much you mean to all 

the children, families and staff of CMLS and especially 

to me. I hope you all have a joyful, healthy Easter! I 

hope to see you all soon! 

Pre-School & Kindergarten News  Jodie Merow 



Page 11 April 2020 

The Many ways are students are still  

learning from story time with Mrs. Hoover 

to Gym class with Mrs. Schumm to the  

kindergarten class all getting  

together with Zoom. 
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Sunday School Classes begins at 9:45 am. They use the ZOOM application on your 

computer, laptop or phone. To join the ZOOM meeting for your class, please contact 

the church office. 
 

Adult Class: 
 

The Book of Hebrews (Lifelight guide, video) - Teacher: Ron Niesen 
   

This is an advanced study requiring reading material and completing questions prior 

to Sunday classes. We will use a combination of the updated LifeLight study guide 

and video clips from a JD Greear's sermon series on Hebrews. Often theologians   

describe Hebrews as the most difficult book of the New Testament to study, but also 

perhaps the most enriching. It is a New Testament book instructing us on the      

meaning of the Old Testament - i.e., using what Jews knew to help them know 

Christ. This letter, whose authorship is unknown, Luther said "... is a marvelously fine 

epistle. It discusses Christ priesthood masterfully and profoundly on the basis of Scriptures and      

extensively interprets the Old Testament in a fine way." Hebrews presents God's grace by its detailed 

discussion of the person and work of Jesus Christ who is the divine-human Prophet, Priest, and King, 

with over 20 titles being used to describe his attributes and accomplishments. Each week we will 

start with a brief summary of the text and then discuss selected questions from the guide which will 

be supplemented with supporting video clips. 

 

Children & Youth Classes: 
 

Books of the Bible - 7th Grade through High School - Teacher: Pastor Carl Emberger 

 

Kids Sunday School with Pastor Fred and Mrs. Schumm; From Toddlers with their parents 

Parish Ed - Zoom Classes     

Resource you can use 
 

RightNow Media 
 
RIGHTNOWMEDIA.org and it is totally 
free to you and your family.  Its super 
easy to sign up - go to this link on christ-
memorial.us - https://christmemorial.us/media/rightnow-media 
 
Just follow the steps with a user name and password. You can know sign in and enjoy the content. 
 
If you click on Christ Memorial Lutheran Church - there are resources especially chosen for CMLCS 
families - especially devotions and music for kids.  What a great time to help our kids to follow       
Jesus.  For adults there is also wealth of resources.   

https://christmemorial.us/media/rightnow-media
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   Bible      Studies 

M.I.G.H.T. (Men in God’s Hands Together) - Zoom
  

(Men’s Saturday Bible Study; 8am-9:30am - Saturday) – Please join us through Zoom for a 
dynamic discussion of books of the Bible and Christian topics. Our current study is on  Philippians. For 
more information or to join the Zoom meeting, contact Jeff Walker at walk1592001@yahoo.com 

M.I.G.H.T. 

 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League)  
 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) Our Bible Study is currently on hiatus.  For     
information contact Dorothy Koschmann, 484-887-0623 or  Diane Scherzer, 610-738-4821. 

Women Tuesday Evening  Zoom Bible Study   

   

Join us Tuesday Evening at 7 pm for the Bible Study, “Crossing the Waters: Following 
Jesus through the Storms, the Fish, the Doubt, and the Seas”. Author Leslie Leyland 
Fields, a well-known writer, respected biblical exegete, and longtime Alaskan fisherwoman, 
crosses the waters of time and culture to take us out on the Sea of Galilee, through a rugged 
season of commercial fishing with her family in Alaska, and through the waters of the New Testament. The 
gospels are dramatic, wild, and wet―set in a rich maritime culture on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus' 
first disciples were ragtag fishermen, and Jesus' messages and miracles teem with water, fish, fishermen, 
net-breaking catches, sea crossings, boat-sinking storms, and even a walk on water. Because this world is 
foreign and distant to us, we've missed much about the disciples' experiences and about following 
Jesus―until now.   
 

For more information or to join the Zoom meeting contact Becca Futty at rebeccafutty@gmail.com or the 
church office at office@christmemorial.us  

 L.I.G.H.T.  (Ladies in God’s Hands Together) - Zoom  
 

L.I.G.H.T.  (Ladies in God’s Hands Together) -    Is meeting on Wednesday morning at 9:30 
am - 11”30 am through Zoom. We are continuing the study, “Bible Study Together”. This 
study guides you through the Bible chronologically while connecting New and Old 
Testament passages together in daily reading. Included are study questions, videos, maps, and more so that 
you can go beyond merely reading the Bible to experiencing the life in its pages.  
 

Any questions or if you wish to join the class, please contact Cindy Kaminskas at mclmm@msn.com or 
610-331-0704.  

Thursday Evening  Zoom Bible Study - with Pastor  
 

Join us Thursday Evening at 7 pm for the Bible Study, “The Real God” There is a deep sense  
of unease in our rapidly changing world. Our distorted view of God is at the root of all our   
problems. This multi-faceted study of seven attributes of God is by Chip Ingram .  We will meet 
each Thursday Night at 7 pm through May 7th on Zoom. We ask that each of your watch the 
videos from RightNow Media prior to class. A link for the week video will be sent out  each 
week.  If you haven’t signed up for RightNow Media, go to: https://christmemorial.us/media/rightnow-media Scroll 
down and click on “Here” to request access. 

 

For more information or to join the Zoom meeting contact Pastor Fred at pastor@christmemorial.us or the 
church office at office@christmemorial.us  

https://christmemorial.us/media/rightnow-media
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 IN MEMORIAM         

 

Noah J. Boyett 
“Jack” 

  

Loving husband, father,  
and grandfather  

 
January 2, 1935 - February 29, 2020 

 
Noah "Jack" Boyett, 85, passed away on February 29, 

2020.  The oldest of four sons, he was born to Mary 

Louise Gautreu and George Worthy Boyett on January 

2, 1935 in Reading, PA. 

 

Jack was educated in public schools in Kent, OH, New 

Brunswick, NJ, and Dearborn, MI where he graduated 

from Dearborn High School in 1953.  He received his 

BA and MA degrees from Kent State University and 

was  selected to the National Honor Societies of Phi  

Alpha Theta (History) and Pi Sigma Alpha (Political 

Science).  He was a member of the social fraternity 

Kappa Sigma.  

 

Jack worked for 31 years for the Sun Pipeline Company 

as a Pipeliner, Right-of-Way Agent and Land Depart-

ment Manager.  

A United States Army veteran, Jack was in the 34th 

Infantry Division from 1957-1959 in Augsburg,         

Germany.  
 

Jack loved baseball and collecting baseball memorabil-

ia. He was a  member of the Philadelphia Athletics   

Historical Society where he met his favorite player,  

Eddie Joost.  He also enjoyed chess, bird watching, and 

garage sales.  
 

He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Lee Ramsey 

Boyett, his daughters, Jackie (Patrick) Reddington and 

Jennifer Boyett, grandsons, Michael and Colin         

Reddington, brother, George (Joyce) Boyett, sister-in-

law, Patricia Boyett and several nieces and nephews. 

He was predeceased by his parents and brothers, 

Charles and Jim Boyett and nephews, Charlie Boyett 

and George Boyett. 
 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Christ    

Memorial Lutheran Church or animal rescue organiza-

tions. 
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” 

 
(John 3:16 ESV) 

VBS Announcement      Cindy Kaminiskas 
For the safety of all concerned and the uncertainty of what the future 

holds, it has been decided to cancel VBS this year. This saddens me 

greatly but I think the Lord has other plans for us in this season. Please 

know that much prayer and discussion went into this decision. I want to 

thank those of you who already committed to the program this year and I 

look forward to working with you next year. Just so you know, all the 

supplies have been purchased for the Rocky Railway and we will do this 

year’s theme in 2021! 
 

Mark your calendar June 21-25 for Rocky Railway; “Jesus Power Pulls 

Us Through!” 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at 610-

331-0704. 
 

The Lord’s peace! Cindy Kaminskas 
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 Celebrating with YOU!!!  

 

So Sorry… 
 

 if we missed your special day.   

We would appreciate it if you  

would let the church office know  

so we can update our records.  
 

Thanks! 

 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY... 

Name             Date 
Rylan Smith  4/1 

Carl Emberger Sr. 4/3 

Marilyn Kraft  4/8 

Leslie Bryant  4/10 

Bryan Neils  4/10 

Revlin Smith  4/10 

Rocklen Smith  4/10 

Kim Cancelliere 4/15 

Tom Middleton  4/15 

Joshua Morton  4/15 

Frank Parker  4/15 

Maureen Quinn 4/15 

Jeff Walker  4/17 

Ruth Brighton  4/18 

Hugh Purnell Jr. 4/18 

Cameron Cancelliere 4/21 

Fred Hoover  4/23 

Susan Morris  4/26 

Gloria Ayers  4/27 

Suresh Devarapalli 4/29 

Victor Quinn  4/30 

Name       Date             Years 
 

Stefanie & Joshua Nelson 4/10/1999      21 

Debra & Karl McIntrye 4/21/2018   2 

Kristin & Tom Nowak 4/28/2001 19 

Meschelle & Ron Ryan 4/29/1995  25 

 
 

 

The new Portals of Prayer 
will be here waiting for 
your return.  
 

In the meantime, CPH.org has a Portal of 
Prayer available to read online or to 
download.  Go to CPH.org and click on 
“Browse resources” for home. When the 
next page comes up, click on “Get free 
issues” for Portal of Prayers in Time of 
Trouble. 
 

While you are at CPH.org , you can also 
look at other free resources on their page. 

Portals of Prayer   
April  to June 2020 



89 Line Road 

Malvern, Pa 19355 

610-644-4508  

office@christmemorial.us 

ON THE WEB AT 

www.christmemorial.us 
 Chr is t  Memor ia l  

Lu th eran  Church  &  Schoo l  

 

Palm Sunday - April 5th - online 
 

8:30 am - Traditional Service 
9:45 am -  Zoom Sunday School 
11:00 am - Contemporary Service 
 

Holy Thursday - April 9th - online 
 

6;45 pm - Worship Service 

 

Good Friday - April 10th - online 
 

6:45 pm - Worship Service 
 
Easter Sunday - April 12th - online 
 

8:30 am - Traditional Service 
9:45 am - To be decided 
11:00 am Contemporary Service 

 
Please note any updates or changes will be sent out by 

email and/or posted on our website 

ONLINE 

Community Service   Irene McFadden 

 

GOOD WORKS “Restoring 
Homes and Giving Hope” 

 

Currently Good Works is on hiatus during this time.  

We do thank you for the Lenten donation. 
 

 

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 

CONSORTIUM 
 

Our other project for April was going to be 

Maternal and Child Health Consortium 

(MCHC). 
 

Founded in 1991, Maternal and Child Health Consorti-

um ensures that low-income, at risk women and their 

children receive the services they need to improve 

their health, stay healthy and succeed in school. For   

28 years MCHC has worked to help pregnant and    

parenting women access the health  insurance, food 

security benefits, health care, health education,      

emotional support and community resources they need 

to ensure their children start healthy, stay healthy and 

succeed in school. 
  
It was our plan to present a list of items to be donated 

during April so that, in honor of Mother’s Day, we 

could give these items to MCHC to be distributed. 

Due to the Corona Virus situation, in lieu of collecting 

these items we are requesting that our members make 

a financial donation either by mailing a check (payable 

to Christ Memorial Lutheran Church and noting 

MCHC in the memo portion) or going to Christ       

Memorial website and using the online giving that    

has been set up.  For online giving, click “make a     

donation” then click on “select fund” and select 

“Other.” In the new box type MCHC (please note that 

the online giving is being modified and it may be a 

few days before the “Other” selection appear). For 

more information on MCHC, go to https://ccmchc.org/  

https://ccmchc.org/

