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Do you every feel like life will never stop punching 
you in the face? Seriously, sometimes life seems cruel 
and like a never ending sequence of worst-case         
scenarios.  Ok, maybe that's a bit extreme - but then 
there are those weeks when... you know what I'm     
talking about.   
 

Maybe you are worried about your kids and what kind 
of life they will have in this world of violence.  Perhaps 
the strife in our nation has you freaking out over what 
might be next. You turn on the news and it's yet        
another report of a terrorist attack or a celebrity being 
taken down for some poor life choice.  
 

Notice that these are all real hardships that are          
happening right now in our world. You have probably 
heard about all of the people who were killed in a 
mosque  in New  Zealand?   What  a  horrible  tragedy!  
But have you heard about the approximately 120  
Christians who have been killed in Nigeria since Feb. 
2019 by Boko Haram and Hausa-Fulani Herdsmen? 
Add to this all of this the loved ones we have said 
goodbye to at Christ Memorial over the past few 
months and the two pastors that I know personally who 
have recently resigned. It's enough to make you want to 
give up hope. 
 

Actually, the devil wants us to focus exclusively on the 
hopeless in our world, but God points us to the Cross 
and Empty Tomb.  In Romans 8:10-11, Paul says, “But 
if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who 
dwells in you.”  He goes on a few verses later - “For 

all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption 
as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!"” Romans 
8:14-15 ESV. 
 

So we don't have to live in fear.  We are God’s children 
and He has defeated sin, death, and anything that 
would separate us from Him.  We will have trouble in 
this world and yet the truth of Easter could not be any 
more glorious - He has risen and we are now alive. 
This Easter, lets be comforted and encouraged by the 
incredible truth that because Jesus lives - we are alive 
for eternity.  Death has been defeated.  So no matter 
what happens, we are FULLY ALIVE because of      
Jesus.  
  
 

In Christ,  
Pastor Fred  

 

From the Pastor’s Desk   

 

Palm Sunday - April 14th 
 

8:30 am - Traditional Service 
9:45 am - Sunday School 
11:00 am - Contemporary Service 
 

Holy Thursday - April 18th 
 

1:00 pm & 6;45 pm - Worship Service 
 

Good Friday - April 19th 
 

1:00 pm - Tenebrae Service 
6:45 pm - “The Living Last Words” 
 

Easter Sunday - April 21st 
 

8:00 am - Traditional Service 
9:00 am  - Easter Breakfast  
       with Easter Egg Hunt following 
11:00 am Contemporary Service 



Page 2 Good News 

President Report       Joel McFadden 
CHRIST MEMORIAL VISION: 

What does our Church Look Like? 
 

The necessary removal of the diseased trees along Paoli 
Pike has certainly changed the physical appearance of 
our property. The photos in our next directory will 
show how are families have changed. 
 

Visual changes in the worship style, music and liturgy 
are in place. Wide screen TVs abound in our building 
projecting new images. 
 

In a recent service I saw one of the little kids looking 
up at the stained glass window above the alter, how 
does a church look to her? While she was being bap-
tized I saw a father looking at his daughter, how does 
the church look to him? To her? 
 

Watch our praise band and the visual signals they share 
as they perform, how does the church look to them? 
 

How about the folks who worship with us on-line, how 
does our church look on the net?  

 
How about our preschoolers and those attending VBS 
and family night, and their parents and families, what 
do they see? 
 
Our Vision is seeing Jesus Saving Love in all these 
places.  

ARE YOU A DISCIPLE OF JESUS? 
 

With Easter fast approaching, I once again 

try to comprehend the sacrifice Jesus 

made for me to wash away my sins. I    

always look forward to Easter morning 

with the celebration of the Risen Lord and 

Savior. The church is full of new  faces with family and 

friends filling the pews, some of which I have not seen 

since Christmas. The singing is joyous, with the      

congregation and choir filling the Church with praise 

and thanksgiving. The message is uplifting, and        

everyone praises our Lord and Savior  Jesus Christ with 

shouts of “He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!” 
 

Are we doing enough to spread the Good News that He 

is Risen! and show the joy that we are saved through 

Christ death and resurrection? All we have to do is   

believe and follow Him.  Sounds like the definition of 

Discipleship with Faith in Christ. I found an article and 

copied the  following excerpts from All About         

Following Jesus.org when researching being a Disciple 

of Jesus that I would like to share. These are their 

words, not mine and I found them inspiring.   
 

“Disciple” is a word that’s not generally considered a 

part of everyday vocabulary in contemporary society, 

but it gets tossed around a lot in Christian circles. You 

might hear phrases like: “called to be disciples of 

Christ,” “make disciples of all nations,” “walk as a 

disciple.” The concept seems very intimidating, and to 

those who want to know God, it can be confusing.  
 

In one way or another, we are all disciples already. We 

may not necessarily be disciples of Christ or of the 

Christian faith, but we are disciples of something.   

Maybe you have a favorite writer, or a sports star that 

you grew up trying to emulate. Perhaps there’s a     

person that you work with that you try to learn from. 

Maybe it’s something else. But whatever it is, each of 

us is already a disciple.  
 

In the Bible, Christ’s Great Commission instructed His 

followers to “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

 THE ELDERS        Jim Bell 
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the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age”, ESV (Matthew 

28:19). We as believers take His command very         

seriously, but what does it mean to the uninitiated? 

What does it mean to be a disciple of Christ, much less 

to make more disciples? 
 

The important distinction with Christian discipleship is 

that we are not only called to learn the teachings of  

Jesus Christ, we are also called to live them. A disciple 

who bases his or her life on the teachings of Christ is 

“like a person building a house, who dug a deep hole to 

lay the foundation on rock” (Luke 6:48). When we 

make our initial declaration of faith and ask Christ to 

be our Savior, He will begin changing us from the    

inside, giving us the ability to understand His word and 

the desire to live it. 
  

This change happens in many ways. Here are a few   

examples of how God changes us from the inside: 
 

 As we read God’s Word, we learn about Jesus and how 

He lived. We begin to understand what it means to be 

like Jesus. We learn to put Him first in all things (Mark 

8:34-38). 
 

 We become equipped to listen to the Holy Spirit, who 

lives within us. He helps us resist temptation and     

overcome trials (Ephesians 6:10-18). 

 We learn how to examine our thoughts, actions, and 

words—always comparing them with Scripture. We 

want to be doers of the Word, and not hearers only 

(James 1:22). 

 We begin to understand what it means to “abide in 

Christ.” As we abide, the Holy Spirit produces fruit in 

our lives—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,       

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

These aren’t things we can conjure up on our own. 

They are products of the Holy Spirit—a change from 

the inside out (Galatians 5:22-23). 

 We start loving other people through action (John 

13:35). 

 We long to share our faith with others and tell           

unbelievers about the changes Jesus has made in our 

lives (1 Peter 3:15). 
 

 

And while it is true that when we become Christians, we 

are called to make disciples of others, we have to      

remember that discipleship has to start somewhere.   

Nobody becomes a disciple-maker overnight. God 

knows our hearts, He understands that we’re going to 

have to take baby steps. Don’t let all that “make        

disciples” talk frighten you away from seeking Christ 

and becoming His disciple. 

  

Remember that with the power of God on our side, we 

are capable of so much more than we could ever       

imagine. “Those who know your name will trust you for 

you have not forsaken those who seek you, 

LORD” (Psalm 9:10). The defining trait of any       

Christian disciple is faith. Faith in God will give us the 

power to become disciples, and to make more disciples 

by leading others to faith.  

   

To God be the Glory!   

 
 

 
The new Portals of Prayer is here! You can  find the booklets in the 

Great Room, Church Entrance or at the School’s Entrance. 

Portals of Prayer -  April  to June 2019 
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At Christ Memorial, the Elders assist Pastor Hoover in matters pertaining to the nurturing and spiritual 
care of the congregation. They serve as an in-reach to all members of the CMLC family and in the       
promotion of the general welfare of the congregation and Christ’s kingdom. Each Elder has specific      
responsibilities for certain families that are assigned to his care, including praying for the family,            
answering questions, and assisting in any way possible.   
 

In the past, each family was assigned to one of the Elders. This year, we would like to give you the        
opportunity to select an Elder that you know or with whom you already have a close relationship. To do 
that, just send an e-mail to me at jbell_2406@comcast.net or Larry Blackmon at lmb36@live.com, stating 
your preference; or simply talk to any of the Elders.  After the middle of April, assignments will be made 
for the families that have not selected an Elder. Although each family is assigned to one Elder, please feel 
free to contact any of the Elders and he will be happy to assist you.  Listed below are the Elders of the 
Congregation and some brief information on each one: 

 

Jim Bell - Jim and Susan moved to Downingtown from Naperville, Illinois in 2001 as a 

result of a job transfer with Unisys Corporation. Susan is the Church Music Director co-

ordinating the music we hear in the services and is very active in LWML. Jim has held 

several Church offices since joining the church in 2001 and has been an Elder for sever-

al years. He is currently employed at Hitachi Vantara Corporation and Susan is a     

Realtor with Coldwell Banker Preferred in Exton. Both are active in Orphan Grain Train 

and enjoy spending time with their two sons and two grandsons and a granddaughter in 

their spare time.  

 
 

Larry Blackmon  - I was born in Ludwigshafen, Germany and came to the US when I 

was 2 years old. I met my wife, Karen, in our senior year of high school, and we will be 

married for 43 years in March. We have 3 grown children and 5 grandchildren. We 

raised our children in Broomall, PA and moved to Malvern 6 years ago. We became 

members of Christ Memorial in 2014. I worked in the Leasing and Finance field my     

entire career and am now retired. I enjoy Golf, Music and Movies. 
 

 

Sam Boraas - I grew up in central Virginia and was commissioned in the Army after 

graduating from Virginia Tech.  After spending four years in the Army, I left to pursue a 

civilian career, and met Grace while attending Boston College for an MBA. My job 

brought us to Pennsylvania, and we currently reside in Downingtown with our two     

children, 3 year old Jackson and 7 month old Katherine. Grace is a municipal bond  

trader with Vanguard, and I manage the global foam firefighting equipment business for 

Johnson Controls. 
 

Dave Dornseif - I was born and raised in the Philadelphia area- born in Broomall, lived 

a majority of my life in Valley Forge and now live in Coatesville.  I have one sister and 

two brothers, with my older sister and brother being twins.  I have been a member of 

Christ Memorial since I was 10 years old and was confirmed by Pastor Heilman.  

Worked many years in the nursery industry, but now work at Gas Works Inc., Frazer in 

retail sales. I enjoy most forms of music and sing in the adult choir and play hand bells.  

Big fan of hockey- we had season tickets when the Flyers won both of their Stanley 

Cups in the 70s. 

 MEET THE ELDERS        Jim Bell 
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John Grobe - I grew in Alabama, and attended the church where Pastor Toopes 

vicared.  Graduated from UPenn where I majored in International Security, played    

football, and met my life’s love: Jennifer.  Military career includes multiple foreign tours 

with rapid deployment and Special Operations Forces, and continues active reserve 

service. Founder of VEPAR, located in Spring City, where I remanufactures wooden 

pallets, and recycles other transport packaging materials.  Children include: Maddie, 22; 

Jake, 17, and Reaghan, 13. Fan of the Alabama Crimson Tide and the Eagles. 

 

Josh Nelson  - I was raised on a cattle ranch in western North Dakota. I have one older 

brother, 5 younger brothers and 2 younger sisters, who--along with my parents--still live 

in North Dakota or nearby. I joined the Marine Corps and served in Southern California, 

spent one year in Okinawa, Japan and five months in Panama. A few weeks before the 

end of my active duty from the Corps (March 1997), I met my future wife, Stefanie.  We 

were married two years later by Pastor Brunner at Christ Memorial and have been 

blessed with nineteen happy years of marriage.  We have two sons, Jake and Pete, 

who are currently 17 and 15 years old.  We have owned and operated a residential 

construction company based out of West Chester since 2009.  

 

Phil Smith -  I grew up on a farm and graduated from East Berlin High school in 1960, 

attended Millersville University where Pat and I met.  Went into my own distributing 

business in 1972 and have been a manufacturer's rep. from1976 to present and am 

still involved in a fireplace and barbecue business in Frazer and have a flea market      

business with my daughter Kris. We joined CMLC in 1972 and I served on council until 

I became an Elder in 1997. Pat and I have two daughters, one son and 5               

grand kids. Over the years I have been involved in Little League baseball, youth     

soccer and currently play softball and occasionally enjoy a round of golf. Currently we 

live on a small farm north of Downingtown outside the town of Eagle. 

  
Dave Sonnenberg - Originally from Pittsburgh. I worked my entire career in the         

telephone industry; was transferred here as part of the Bell System moves. Started a 

long connection with Youth League baseball, softball, and soccer when Phil Smith 

asked me to coach a baseball team.  Will celebrate 53 years of marriage to Carol this 

June; 4 children; 8 grandchildren. Steeler fan. Love golf; but not very good at it.  Enjoy 

greeting pre-school children each morning and being an “Old Goat”, working on various 

projects around the church. 

 
Jeff Walker - I was born and raised in the New York City suburbs (West Nyack). I went 

to Susquehanna University where I met Jennifer.  We have been married for over 30 

years and we have two children, Sarah and Matthew, who both live and work in        

Philadelphia. I work at CSL Behring, a Biopharmaceutical company in King of Prussia 

in the Information Technology group. One of my passions is education. I started   

teaching Sunday School while in High School and have taught all grades at one point 

over the years at CMLC.  In addition, I led the Parish Education board for a short time 

and have been an occasional adult class lead.  Jen and I live in Exton. 
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“It ain’t over till it’s over.” Famous words not recorded 
in the Bible, at least not to my knowledge. But then 
again I am not a Bible scholar. The hurricane Florence 
hit North and South Carolina and we responded with 
disaster relief items at that time. In corresponding with 
people in that area, recovery was taking place and the 
big need was for volunteers to assist in refurbishing the 
homes that were hit by Florence.  
 
This week we received word that a small town in the 
Black Swamp area of eastern North Carolina was      
severely hit by Florence and was still trying to recover. 
Over 400 homes in one area were demolished as well as 
hundreds in another area. People lost flocks of chickens 
being raised for personal consumption and for their 
livelihood. Many continue to live in barns and other out 
buildings until they somehow can recover.  
 
There is a non-denominational mission church which 
has a helping outreach to the area. It is being managed 
by an elderly lady in a wheelchair who directs the     
outreach program. We are told that she is very capable 
and is very organized. One of our associates has sent 
things to them and inquired about the theology of the 
mission. “It is as close to LCMS theology as is         
possible” was the response.  
 
There is a complete household inventory of needs. 
Some lost everything! Together with the New England 
and Maryland branch we will be sending items there. 
Fortunately one of our Board members has a business 
associate with a truck dead heading through that area. 
On Tuesday April 2nd we will be sending Kinds Against 
Hunger food plus cleaning supplies and possibly other 
items. We will keep you informed of opportunities to 
help them as we further assist them to “get back on 
their feet.” 
 
The floods in the Midwest are also giving Orphan Grain 
Train the opportunity to participate in disaster relief. 
Fortunately Norfolk, Nebraska, the location of our main 
office was spared from any flooding in the recent rain 

storms and snow melts. However the surrounding areas 
were hard hit with tremendous losses of cattle, homes 
and farms. Orphan Grain Train in Norfolk is directly 
assisting people in that area as well as coordinating   
efforts from those as far away as Ohio. The Mid       
Atlantic Branch is sending a contribution to assist our 
fellow volunteers in the disaster relief efforts. If you 
would like to participate in this effort it may be done by 
going online to the Orphan Grain Train web site and 
follow the directions to contribute directly to the flood 
disaster in that area. 
 
After many years and receiving many, many 40 ft.    
containers of food, medical equipment, clothing and 
other items we are sad to report that our counterpart in 
Haiti has gone to be with our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Sandra Koch has been our link to those in need 
in Haiti, distributing items to the needy in areas of    
poverty and neglect. Orphans, elderly, homeless and 
others were the recipients of things received by Sandra. 
She went out to the needy to be of help to them. Some 
were in schools, some in churches and some were just 
wandering the streets of Haiti wondering where the next 
meal or piece of clothing would come from. Some of 
the distributions were through local Pastors who knew 
where help was needed. We will miss Sandra and her 
efforts in helping the needy. We will continue to send 
containers of clothing, food and medical equipment to 
Haiti because Gods people need to continue to see the 
love of Jesus. 
 
Showing that love of Jesus starts when items are         
donated and we sort, pack and ship them to those in 
need. Haiti, along with other destinations both here at 
home and abroad will be receiving what has been sorted 
and packed in our “new” warehouse. Every Wednesday 
from 10 am to 2:30 pm we gather together to start the 
process which ends when someone opens an apple box 
of clothes, rides a “new” bike, eats a nutritious meal or 
uses a wheelchair, crutch or cane sent with love by 
those volunteers who gathered at our warehouse at 8 
Federal Rd, Jennersville, PA. Would you like to join 
them and experience a joy filled time helping others? 
Stay from 10 to 2:30 or stay for an hour, every minute 
counts in doing His work. Need driving directions? Call 
Carla, Rob or Cliff. 
 
To God alone be the glory. Cliff Kraft 

 

“I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you” John 14:18 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN Mid Atlantic Branch  Cliff Kraft 
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 MISSION        Dave Sonnenberg 

Community Service   Irene McFadden 

 

GOOD WORKS “Restoring Homes and Giving Hope” 
 
You are invited to continue to support the Good Works   organization with your time and 

talents the second Saturday of every month.  If 

you are not yet familiar with this organization, it is a Christian nonprofit 

organization dedicated to repairing homes and restoring hope for low-

income homeowners in Chester County.  

 

There is always room for more volunteers of any age/skill level.  Please 

contact Irene McFadden (484) 252-4489 or jmcfad1705@aol.com for 

more information or to reserve your volunteer spot for any future date. 

Lunch is  provided. 

 

We’re currently working on the home of a precious 93 year old woman 

restoring areas affected after the roof leak was repaired.  In the picture, 

Joel McFadden and Ron Niesen are busy painting the walls of the house. 

Lenten Mission Offerings 
 

Each Lent, our congregation donates our mid-week offerings to support other missions.  One of our goals is to 
select groups in which our members have been or are now active participants.  This year, we will support the    
following organizations: 

3/6  LWML Eastern District  

 
3/13  Orphan Grain Train 

 
3/20  Good Works 
 
 

3/27     Gideons 

 
3/21   Liberian Mission  

 
3/29   Young Lives 

  

Service Opportunity 
              

Come and share the joy of Christian fellowship while serving others through 
Orphan Grain Train. Volunteer with us at our new warehouse – 8 Federal Rd, 
West Grove, PA, 19390 – Wednesdays from 10:00am to 2:30 pm. We sort, 
pack, and ship clothing, shoes, and household goods for those in need.       
No experience necessary – all are welcome! 
 
Call Carla Niesen for more information: 610-909-9642. 

mailto:jmcfad1705@aol.com
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Stewardship  

LENT - a Somber Time, A Time for Joy 
 

We’re in the season of the Church year called Lent.  This is the penitential forty-day period when we focus on our 
sin and Christ’s suffering and death for our sin. It was God’s plan from before the beginning of time that Jesus 
should pay the penalty for our sin.  One man who was front and center during the time when this plan unfolded was 
included in the group of three disciples who were perhaps closer to Jesus than the others – the Apostle   Peter. 
 

Peter was a courageous man.  Many times he braved the unpredictable waters of the Sea of Galilee as a fisherman.  
When Jesus told His disciples about His impending death and that they would all run away, it was Peter who      
insisted, “Even if all fall away on account of You, I never will.”  When Jesus told Peter how he would actually react 
when the time came, Peter still declared, “Even if I have to die with You, I will never disown You” (Matthew 26:33, 
35).  When the soldiers came to the Garden to take Jesus away, it was Peter who cut off the ear of the high priest’s 
servant (John 18:10). 
 

So far, so good, but we know what happened in the courtyard during Jesus’ illegal trial, don’t we?  What had Jesus 
predicted?  “This very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown Me three times” (Matthew 26:34).  When 
you read about Peter’s behavior in the courtyard that night, it almost seems 
as if he doesn’t realize he’s fulfilling Jesus’ words.  Then, “The rooster 
crowed.  The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter.  Then Peter remem-
bered the word the Lord had spoken to him . . . and he went outside and 
wept bitterly” (Luke 22:60-62). 
 

Peter failed.  Peter sinned.  So do we.  We may have the best intentions just 
as Peter did, but we fail.  What then?  Peter wept bitterly.  He wept over his 
sin.  He wept over his betrayal of the One he loved more than any other.  
Sorrow and contrition filled his heart and mind. And Jesus, Who knows our 
hearts, Who is faithful and just (1 John 1:9), forgave his sin.  So it is with 
us. Therefore, Lent, although a somber time, is also a time of joy, for we 
know what’s ahead. 
 
Prayer: Lord, how often I have held a grudge against someone for some 
small offense. I know I sin against You in many and great ways, yet You  
always forgive me and welcome me back. Thank You.  Keep me strong 
against temptation so that I may serve You. In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

New Members     

On Sunday, March 17th, we welcomed new members in 
both the early and late services.   
 

Joining our family here at CMLC were: 
 

Christopher & Christina Bannan  
with Kevin, Kimberly, Cassandra & Savannah 

Jeff & Ashley Binkowski with Reed, Brooke & Drew 
Terry & Genevieve Conrad with Tripp 

Bradley & Amy Harkins with Tyler 
Mark Hassenplug 

Tom & Ally Middleton 
Bryan Neils 

 

Make sure you take the time to meet our new members. 
Mark Hassenplug with Ally and Tom Middleton 



Page 9 April 2019 

 IN MEMORIAM         

Edgar J. Buerger 
  

June 15, 1921 - March 19, 2019 
 
Edgar J. Buerger, 97, passed away 

on March 19, 2019 at Jenner’s 

Pond Nursing Home, Jennersville, 

PA, with his wife at his side. 
 

Ed was born on June 15, 1921 in 

Guthrie, OK, to the late Edgar and 

Clara Buerger.  
 

He attended Oklahoma A&M College (now Oklahoma 

State University) in Stillwater, OK for 3 years before 

serving in the U.S. Army Signal Corps during WWII 

where he led a team installing communication       

equipment in North Africa.  After the war, Ed finished 

his B.S. degree in Electrical Engineering at the         

University of Oklahoma in 1947. He then worked for 

the General Electric Company for 40 years as an        

engineer and manager on products such as jet engines 

and unmanned, scientific satellites. He completed a 

Master of Engineering in Engineering Science degree 

from Penn State University during his time at General 

Electric. Ed was devoted to his family and was a long-

time active and faithful member of Christ Memorial   

Lutheran Church where he provided both organizational 

skills and personal warmth to many activities such as 

Vacation Bible School, serving as an Elder, and using 

his handyman skills to assist in numerous projects at the 

church. 

In addition to his wife of 23 years, Dottie, of Kennett 

Square, Ed is survived by his children, Janet Leet of 

Manchester, MO, Connie (Carl) Ribaudo of Massillon, 

OH, Ted (Wanda) Buerger of Sherwood, OR; step-

children Becky (Mike) Griffith of Azle, TX, Brian 

(Sheri) Miller of Kennett Square, Dana (Julia) Miller of        

Silverthorne, CO, and Scott (Lisa) Miller of Athens, 

Greece; sister Dorothy Ploetz of West Valley, NY; 

three granddaughters, six step-granddaughters, five 

great-grandchildren and several nieces and nephews. He 

is preceded in death by his first wife of 45 years, Ruth 

Thomas Buerger, brother Robert Buerger, sister Lois 

Morehouse, and step-granddaughter Abby Miller. 

 

Interment was in Philadelphia Memorial Park, Frazier.  

Donations in Ed’s memory may be made to Christ     

Memorial Lutheran Church.  The family would like to 

thank the staff at Jenner’s Pond for their compassionate 

and wonderful care. 

 

 

 

“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have 

eternal life.” 
 

(John 3:16 ESV) 

New Members     

Late service with the Conrads, Binkowskis and Bannans Bryan Neils with the Harkins 
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Lutheran School Week was a wonderful time for our 

school.  One of the projects during the week, was the 

cross on the school’s wall. Have you seen it? The cross 

is made up with the pictures of all our students, school 

staffs and helpers. See who you can find on it!   

 

During this month of April, the children of the pre-

school and Kindergarten are spending time learning the 

story of the days leading up to that first Easter morning 

and the joy of Jesus’ resurrection and our salvation! 

Each Kindergarten child is making one paper quilt 

square showing one piece of the true Easter story and 

when they are all collected, we will have a beautiful 

Easter quilt! All of the children will be taking part in 

Hosanna Parades, getting their hearts ready for the great 

celebration of Easter! 
 

It has been a busy time at CMLS! We recently          

harvested our gourmet lettuce, bib lettuce and kale from 

our Tower Garden and the Kindergarten and staff had a 

salad party! It was delicious! We also had visitors from 

Art Goes to School come and talk to our Pre-K and 

Kindergarten about the masterpieces of Art! This 

month, we are looking forward to visits from Painter 

Irene, (Irene McFadden), Firefighter Paul Rudolph, 

(dad of Aiden and Logan) and State Trooper Louis    

Vitali, (dad of Cori, Joey and Mark and alumni student, 

Louie)!! 

We are very excited about some of the changes that will 

be taking place for the 2019-2020 school year! We are 

adding a third morning Pre-K class and moving one 

Kindergarten class to Room 8, right across the hall from 

the other, giving them a Kindergarten wing! We will 

then move the new class into Room 4 and move all of 

the school classes from the fellowship hall to upstairs. 

We will move our playroom down to the stage and 

stage side of the fellowship hall. 

 

We are also trying to make changes to make our school 

as safe and up to date as we can. We are purchasing a 

new curriculum for our Pre-K and Kindergarten classes 

and desks to replace tables in our Kindergarten. This 

will allow the Kindergarten to be more flexible with 

grouping the children and classroom design. We are 

also purchasing new state of the art safety locks in each 

classroom. These locks prevent the doors from being 

able to open in-ward, in case of an emergency where 

someone might try to enter the rooms. We also are     

always hoping and praying for new scholarship funds 

for our children. Each child who receives a scholarship 

has a life changing opportunity to hear about Jesus each 

and every day. 

 

In order to reach all of these goals, we have sent letters 

to the school parents and alumni families, asking them 

to partner with us in raising the funds. If you would be 

interested in helping us, please know we welcome your 

help! Our goal is to be able to provide the following: 

 

*Purchase 28 school desks at a cost of $100.00 each 

 

*Purchase 10 safety locks at a cost of $75.00 each (we 

have already reached this goal. Thanks!) 

 

*Replace the Pre-K and Kindergarten Curriculums at a 

cost of  $9,000.00 

 

*Continue our scholarship program by offering five 

new scholarships to children at a cost of $3,000.00 each 

 

Please keep an eye on our goal chart in the school lobby 

to see how we are doing! 

 

Lynne Clark and Jodie Merow helping the  
Students locate their pictures 

Pre-School & Kindergarten News  Jodie Merow 
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It is our hope that if everyone helps, just a little, it will 

make a huge impact. More importantly, please join us in 

praying for all that the Lord has planned for the 134 

children already registered for the next school year, plus 

all of the children and families God will bring to our 

doors!  
 

I would like to continue to introduce you to our          

incredible staff!! This month there are three loving,    

caring individuals I would like to tell you about! 
 

Mrs. Janet Lutz has been a part of CMLS for many 

years! All three of her children attended CMLS and her 

oldest son, Max, is now a US Marine! Janet has worked 

with every age child through the years and is now the 

assistant to Mrs. Hoover in 3’s and Pre-K Enrichment. 

Janet worked as a substitute for many years and was 

hired on to the staff in 2014. Janet is dedicated and      

organized and thoroughly enjoys being at CMLS! Janet 

will be joining with Mrs. Darla Hoover to be the staff 

for our new Pre-K class next year! Janet lives with her 

husband, Bill in West Chester and they have three     

children, Max (19), Jake (16) and Brooke (12). We are 

so blessed to have Janet as part of our team! 

 

Mrs. Liz Dickson has been a member of our staff since 

2008. Liz and her husband, Bob, live in West Chester 

and have two girls who attended CMLS! Liz and her 

two girls, Sydney, now in college at WCU and Kylie, in 

high school, have also been very active in VBS here at 

Christ Memorial! Liz has worked with children of all 

ages and now works with Mrs. Elaine Grauch and the 3 

years old classes on TH morning and afternoon. We 

tease that Liz is the CEO of the school because she is so 

dedicated and organized! She gets to know each child 

and the things they enjoy and makes sure they have that 

in each class. Liz is a gift to all of us! 

 

Our last staff person, you know fairly well! When Pastor 

Hoover came to CMLCS, God not only blessed us with 

his gifts, but also with the gifts, talents and grace of his 

lovely wife, Mrs. Darla Hoover. Darla has been such a 

wonderful addition to all of us at the school. Darla is an 

excellent teacher who brings fun, creativity and        

kindness to each child. Darla worked as a substitute 

teacher when she first came to CMLSC and joined the 

staff in 2016. Darla is the 3’s and Pre-K Enrichment 

teacher and next year will be the teacher of the new     

Pre-K class! Darla also works with our Stay and Play 

children! As you know, Darla and Pastor Fred live in 

Malvern and have three wonderful teenagers, Jake, Matt 

and Katie are so grateful that Darla is here with us! 

On behalf of the children, families and staff of CMLS, I 

thank you for all of your prayerful support and wish you 

a blessed Easter spent with those you love! 

Pre-School & Kindergarten News continue 

Janet Lutz, Liz Dickson and Darla Hoover 



 
 
 
 

Greetings from the Women’s Guild! 
    

March Happenings - In March, Women Guild      
sponsored the Open House Brunch. There was a slight 
delay due to the weather but we were able to have the 
Bunch on March 5th and March 6th for the School’s 
preschool parents and families during Lutheran 
Schools Week. This is always a wonderful time for 
our church family to mingle with the school family.  

Thank you to all the ladies who volunteered for this 
event. Your generosity never cease to amaze me. 
 

Tuesday, April 8th Meeting at 7 pm 
 

Our hostesses will be Dottie Buerger and Diane 
Scherzer.  Our program will be led by Brittany Osteen 
on the topic, Art Therapy.   We are looking forward to 
what Brittany has in store for us. 
 

Saturday, April 27th LWML Philadelphia Zone 
Spring Rally - Please mark your calendar for the 
Spring Rally.   
 

June 20-23, 2019, LWML 38th Biennial Convention  
will be in Mobile Alabama. The theme is “In Praise to 
the LORD!” and the scripture verse is: “Sing to the 
Lord, all the earth! Tell of His salvation from day to 
day. Declare His glory among the nations.” (1 Chronicles 

16:23–24a)   Information can be found in the 
winter issue of The Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly and on the LWML-ED website! 

 
Upcoming Events - It’s that time of the year to start 
considering nominations for President and Treasurer. If 
anyone is interested in the positions or would like more 
information, please contact Linda Knoll or Susan Bell. 

 LWML, Women’s Guild       

All women High School  age and up are 

invited to Women Guild. Come join us in 

Christian service and fellowship.  

Susan Bell & Dottie Buerger with the school parents 

Page 12 Good News 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

April 29th, April 30th  
& May 1st 

Sign up NOW! 
In-between services and after late service or contact 
the church office. Online scheduling at https://
booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/yvv13t4q/ 

Free professional photography session, 
complimentary directory & 8x10 Photograph  
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   Bible      Studies 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League)  
 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) The LWML Bible Study meets Thursday morning in the 
church library at 9:30 am for fellowship and 10:00-11:30 for study and prayer. Please join us. For more 
information contact Dorothy Koschmann at 484-887-0623 or Diane Scherzer at 610-738-4821. 

M.I.G.H.T. (Men in God’s Hands Together)  MIGHT meets year round.  

   

Please join us Saturday mornings in the Church Library from  8am-9:30am  for a men’s Bible study. 

  L.I.G.H.T.  (Ladies in God’s Hands Together)  
 

LIGHT - LIGHT is a small group of women that meets every Wednesday from 9:30-11am in the CMLC 
Library to study God’s Word, pray together and support one another in daily life. ALL women are 
welcome to attend. Childcare is provided. For more information contact Irene McFadden at 484-252-4489.  

 

Join us on First Friday Fun Night, April 5th for a Game Night! 

There will be food (pizza, hot dogs and drinks) and games for all 

ages.  
 

Come and enjoy some classic games and learn some new ones. 

There will be board games, card games, dominoes, and more! 

Have a family favorite? Bring it with you! 
 

Youths, 6th grade and higher can choose to hang out in the youth 

room and play games. 
 

UPCOMING FIRST FRIDAY FUN NIGHTS: 
 

May 3rd - MOVIE NIGHT 
Dinner starts at 6 pm and the movies at 6:30 pm. Our movie in    
Fellowship Hall will be “Horton Hears a Who.” We are also        
offering in Room 8 upstairs a second movie, “I Can Only   
Imagine”. Parents are welcomes to allow their children to  watch 
one movie, while they enjoy the other.        
 

June 7th - OUTDOOR FUN NIGHT PICNIC  -   Join us out on the patio, field and play-
ground for a fun night. Hamburgers and Hot dogs will be served along with side dishes and 
drinks. Many fun activities such as ladder ball, badminton, volleyball and an obstacle 
course! This event is weather pending! 

 

FIRST FRIDAY FUN 
April 5th  

6:00 - 8:30 pm 
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 Celebrating with YOU!!!  

 

So Sorry… 
 

 if we missed your special day.   

We would appreciate it if you  

would let the church office know  

so we can update our records.  
 

Thanks! 

 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY... 

Name             Date 
Ryam Smith  4/1 

Steve Taylor  4/1 

Carl Emberger Sr. 4/3 

John Rhoades  4/3 

Michael Hemdal 4/6 

Marilyn Kraft  4/8 

Leslie Bryant  4/10 

Bryan Neils  4/10 

Aiden Cain  4/11 

Michelle Hunt  4/13 

Kim Cancelliere 4/15 

Tom Middleton  4/15 

Joshua Morton  4/15 

Frank Parker  4/15 

Maureen Quinn 4/15 

Jeff Walker  4/17 

Ruth Brighton  4/18 

Hugh Purnell Jr. 4/18 

Cameron Cancelliere 4/21 

Fred Hoover  4/23 

Susan Morris  4/26 

Gloria Ayers  4/27 

Suresh Devarapalli 4/29 

Victor Quinn  4/30 

Name       Date             Years 
 

Stefanie & Joshua Nelson 4/10/1999      20 

Debra & Karl McIntrye 4/21/2018 1 

Meschelle & Ron Ryan 4/29/1995  24 

 

EASTER  

BREAKFAST 

Sunday, April 21st 
 

The Youths are sponsoring 

Easter Breakfast between 

services at 9 am. Won’t 

you help?  On Sunday, April 7th there will be a 

sign up sheet on the Youth Bulletin Board. 

Please sign up to help if you can bring an item 

such as fruit, pastries, juice, egg or French 

toast casseroles. Most items can be dropped off 

in the Kitchen before Easter morning. Casseroles 

will need to be dropped off hot on Easter morning 

as there is a limited amount of space in the ovens. 

THANKS! 

Easter Egg Hunt  
sponsored by the Youths 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Easter Sunday, April 21st 
Following Easter Breakfast 



April 2019 Page 15 

 
Monday, April 1st 
6:30 pm Elders Meeting (Lib) 
7:00 pm  ALANON (FH) 
  
Tuesday, April 2nd 
6:00 pm  OEA (Lib) 
 
Wednesday, April 3rd 
9:30 am   LIGHT (Library) 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing  
      (West Grove Warehouse) 
6:45 pm   Lenten Worship Service  
7:30 pm   Adult Choir (Loft) 
 
Thursday, April 4th 
9:30 am   LWML Bible Study (Library) 
7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice (Church) 
 
Friday, April 5th 
6:00 pm Family/Youth Game Night 
 
Saturday, April 6th 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Library) 
 
Sunday, April 7th 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:45 am Bible Study Adult & Children 
9:45 am Confirmation Class (FH) 
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 
Monday, April 8th 
7:00 pm ALANON (FH) 
7:00 pm School Board Mtg (Rm 4) 
 
Tuesday, April 9th 
6:30 pm  Cadette Troop 4364 (Lib) 
7:00 pm Women Guild (FH) 
 
Wednesday, April 10th 
9:30 am   LIGHT (Library) 
6:30 pm   Junior Troop 435 (RM 8) 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing  
      (West Grove Warehouse) 
6:45 pm   Lenten Worship Service  
7:30 pm   Adult Choir (Loft) 
 
 

Thursday, April 11th 
9:30 am LWML Bible Study (Library) 
7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice (Church) 
 

Friday, April 12th 
9:30 am Pre-School Chapel 
1:00 pm Pre-School Chapel 
 

Saturday, April 13th 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Library) 
Good Works - all day 
 

Sunday, April 14th 
Palm Sunday 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:45 am Bible Study Adult & Children 
9:45 am Confirmation Class (FH) 
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 

Monday, April 15th 
7:00 pm  ALANON (FH) 
 

Tuesday, April 16th 
No School - Easter Break 
 
Wednesday, April 17th 
No School - Easter Break 
9:30 am  LIGHT (Library) 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing  
      (West Grove Warehouse) 
7:00 pm  Adult Choir (Loft) 
 

Thursday, April 18th 
Holy Thursday 
No School - Easter Break 
1:00 pm Holy Thursday Service  
6:45 pm Holy Thursday Service 
                
Friday, April 19th 
Good Friday 
No School - Easter Break 
1:00 pm Good Friday Service 
6:45 pm Good Friday Service 
 “The Living Last Words” 
 
Saturday, April 20th 
Holy Saturday 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Library) 
 

Sunday, April 21st 
Easter Sunday 
8:00 am Traditional Worship 
9:00 am Easter Breakfast 
 Easter Egg Hunt 
9:45 am Bible Study for Adult  
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 
Monday, April 22nd 
Easter Monday 
No School - Easter Break 
Office Closed 
7:00 pm  ALANON (FH) 
7:00 pm  Council 
  
 

Tuesday, April 23rd 
6:30 pm  Cadette Troop 4364 (Lib) 
 
Wednesday, April 24th 
Secretary’s Day 
9:30 am   LIGHT (Library) 
6:30 pm   Junior Troop 435 
(RM 8) 
10 am-2:30 pm OGT Packing  
      (West Grove Warehouse) 
7:30 pm   Adult Choir (Loft) 
 
Thursday, April 25th 
9:30 am LWML Bible Study (Library) 
6:00 pm Family Art Exhibition 3’s 
7:00 pm Family Art Exhibition PreK & K 
7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice (Church) 
 
Friday, April 26th 
9:30 am Pre-School Chapel 
1:00 pm Pre-School Chapel 
 
Saturday, April 27th 
8:00 am M.I.G.H.T. (Library) 
9:00 am LWML Spring Rally, Holy Cross 
 
Sunday, April 28th 
Second Sunday of Easter 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:45 am Bible Study Adult & Children 
9:45 am Confirmation Class (FH) 
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 
Monday, April 29th 
2 pm -9 pm Lifetouch Photographer 
7:00 pm  ALANON (FH) 
 
Tuesday, April 30th 
2 pm -9 pm Lifetouch Photographer 

Christ Memorial 
in 



89 Line Road 

Malvern, Pa 19355 

610-644-4508  

office@christmemorial.us 

ON THE WEB AT 

www.christmemorial.us 

 Chr is t  Memor ia l  

Lu th eran  Church  &  Schoo l  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Monday, April 1st 
6:30 pm 

 

Saturday 
April 13th 
Join us for 

LWML Spring  
Rally at Holy Cross 

 

Saturday, April 27th 
10 am - 2 pm  
Cost $5,  
Lunch  
included 
For more  
information,  
Contact Beth Quinn 

Women Guild Meeting 
April 9th - 7 pm 

 

Come and join us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: Art Therapy 

School Art Show 
Thursday  

April 25th, 6 pm 
Secretary’s Day 

Wed., April 24th 

The Office will  
be closed  

on  April 22nd,  
Easter Monday. 

 

FIRST FRIDAY FUN 
6:00 - 8:30 pm 

April 5th 

   

Join us this Friday 
for games and fun! 

OGT Packing 
 

Every Wednesday  
10 am - 2:30 pm 
@ West Grove  

Warehouse 

LENTEN  
MIDWEEK 

 

 Wednesday Services 
 

Midweek Lenten  
Services continues 
 every Wednesday 

through April 10th at: 
 

 6:45 pm 

April 14th 

 

~Holy Thursday  
Worship~ 
April 18th 
@ 1:00 pm  
&  6:45 pm 

 
 
 

 

~Good Friday  
Worship~ 
April 19th 
@ 1:00 pm  
& 6:45 pm 

 

 

~Easter Worship~ 
 

Sunday, April 21st 
 

Traditional @ 8:00 am  
 

Easter Breakfast @ 9 am 
Followed by Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Contemporary @ 11 am 

 

COUNCIL  
MEETING 

Monday, April  22nd  
7 PM 

 

Directory 
photos 

 

April 29th, 
30th & 
May 1st 


