
Good morning...its time to receive the Lord’s tithe and your 
offering. If you would like record of your giving you can use one 
of the envelopes in the pew in front of you. 

As the ushers prepare, I wanted to read just a couple of verses from 
the Bible to get us in the spirit of Christmas.  

Read Matthew 2:1-3; 9-12  

In those verses, we meet three interesting guys. Today’s theme 
song calls them “We Three Kings” but they were really Magi. 
They saw a star in the sky and brought gifts to Jesus. And not just 
any gifts, these were gifts full of symbolism.  

• They brought gold. This was a kingly gift, used to represent and 
honor royalty.   

• They brought frankincense. This was incense made from tree 
sap, used in temples to honor a god.   

• They also brought myrrh, which was used to embalm bodies up 
until the 15th century.   

Here are these magi bringing these gifts...really strange gifts for a 
baby. But think about the meaning.  

• Gold meant for a king...the book of Revelation says Jesus is the 
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.   

• Frankincense was used in temples to honor a god. Jesus claimed 
to be one with the Father.   

• Myrrh was used in burial rituals, the same substance Nicodemus 
used to take care of the body of Jesus after he died on the 
cross and was laid in a tomb.   

These were strange gifts, but they were symbolic gifts.  

 It’s so interesting that at the birth of Jesus, there was gift giving. 
And during this time of year, many of us will give gifts to other 



people. Honestly, we give a lot of gifts that don’t have a lot of 
meaning.   

When you give here, your gifts aren’t just symbolic...they have 
eternal meaning. Your contributions literally influence eternity. I 
would like to invite you to participate. 

Let’s pray. 


