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BYSTANDER	EFFECT	

It’s time for us to receive the Lord’s tithe and your offering. So, go ahead and prepare for that. This is a time in 
our service when people from all walks of life can financially support the mission of the church. If you want 
record of your giving you can use one of the offering envelopes in the pocket in front of you.  

While you are preparing your offering, I would like to tell you about an interesting phenomenon that many 
psychologists have spent their careers studying.  

The phenomenon is called The Bystander Effect.  

You and I would hope that if an emergency happened to one of us that there would plenty of people around to 
help. That way, there is a higher chance of getting help quickly.  

However, The Bystander Effect, which has been proven valid in most social situations, suggests that the more 
people that are around, the less likely those people are to help the person in distress because they assume that 
someone else will come to their aid.  

Bystanders are more likely to help someone in need when the environment is less crowded. This is because the 
bystander recognizes that there is greater need due to the lack of people who can help; they thus take on the 
needed responsibility of helping the distressed person.  

Sometimes it is easy for us to simply relinquish the responsibility of giving to missions from ourselves because 
we assume that there are other people who are wealthier, more generous, more willing, more capable, and so on.  

Scripture actually tells us that it is not those who have the most money that give the greatest gift.  

In Mark 12, starting in verse 41, Jesus observes an old, poor widow who gives an extremely small amount of 
money. Although it was only a little, it was all she had. After seeing this, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her 
poverty, put in everything--all she had to live on.”  

Here we see that we are not called to be bystanders. We are called to be active in giving to the mission of the 
church, regardless of what you have and how capable you are. 

This story is not just about our giving today, but the fact that we ask you to begin praying about what you 
should in Faith Promise to the Lord to do for missionaries in the United States and around the world. Will we 
just be bystanders or participants in seeing the gospel go to the world. 

The significance of our offering is not in what we give but how we give.  

Let’s pray before we receive the offering. Ushers you can come forward.  

	


