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 3rd Sunday of Easter 
April 18, 2021 

 
Worship Preview 

    We want to give you a preview of what you can expect when you return to CTS. Safely back to CTS and Council have put a lot of 
thought and effort into these protocols with the intention of making this a safe experience for all those who attend. We ask that if 
you do not feel well, that you do not attend in person worship and join us on Facebook Live. 
    Masks: You will need to wear a mask at all times while inside the church. 
    Sign up: You will be asked to sign up in advance through Signup Genius. If you are unable to sign up this way, please feel free to 
contact Ellen in the office at 262.542.7100 and she will sign you up. We ask you to sign up in advance so we know how many people 
to expect and so we have a record of all people attending worship. We have room for 80 family units. Signing up in advance reserves 
your seat. You are welcome to join us if you have not signed up in advance, providing we have sufficient space available.  
    Movement: You will be asked to go directly to your seat and not visit with other people while standing in the narthex or aisles. You 
will be required to stay in the narthex and the sanctuary areas only.  
    Greeter: When you walk in the door you will see a greeter who will document your name, email address and phone. If you have 
signed up in advance, all the greeter will do is put a check by your name. 
    Sanitizing: You will be asked to sanitize your hands before you enter the sanctuary. 
    Signage: You will see signs reminding you to wear a mask and to maintain social distance. 
    Bulletins: Bulletins will be available at church. You will also be able to print a bulletin that is emailed to you on by Saturday via 
Constant Contact. Children’s bulletins will also be available. 
    Seating: You will enter and exit the sanctuary using the side doors only. You will be directed to a seat by the ushers. We will be 
seating from the front of the church to the back. Additionally, we will be sitting in every other pew and will maintain at least six feet 
of distance between families. We will likely seat people even further apart as space allows. We understand that you may miss your 
“regular” seat. We ask your cooperation as this will allow us to more efficiently seat people. 
    Music: You will be able to enjoy music during the service, but there will not be any group singing. 
    Speaking: You will be able to participate in the Lord’s Prayer in a soft voice. You will also be able to speak some responses in a soft 
voice. 
    Sharing the Peace: You will be able to share the peace from your seat. You may wave at others, but will not be able to hug, shake 
hands, or touch people outside of your family. 
    Communion: You will receive a communion packet as you enter the sanctuary. You will be instructed when you may partake of 
communion. You may remove your mask to receive communion. Once you have received communion, you will need to replace your 
mask. 
    Dismissal: You will be directed to leave the church by the ushers. We will dismiss by rows, starting in the back and working to the 
front. 
    Offering: You will be able to leave your offering in a stationary offering basket. You may do this before or after the service. 
    Bathroom: The bathroom with a changing table by the sacristy will be available.  
    Parking lot: You will be able to visit with your brothers and sisters in Christ in the parking lot if you wish. Please socially distance 
while doing so. Masks are recommended. 
    Nursery: The nursery will not be available. 
    Time: The service will last less than 30 minutes. 
    Cleaning: The sanctuary and narthex have undergone a “deep cleaning” prior to the first service. These areas are also cleaned 
every week. 
    Community: We ask that you follow all of these protocols. If you are unable or unwilling to follow all of these protocols, we ask 
that you wait to join us until you are comfortable.  

--Safely Back to CTS Committee 

VANCO Text Giving 
You can now make a contribution to Christ the Servant  
Lutheran Church with a quick text message to VANCO  

Simply send a text to 262-885-4624 with the amount you would like to contribute. Example:  25.  Within a few minutes, 
you’ll be sent a text with a link to register.  Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card 
information.   Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt via email. For future giving, 
simply send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically!  

    If you'd like to designate a gift to the World Hunger Appeal, text "[amount] Hunger" 
If you'd like to designate a gift to Debt Retirement, text "[amount] Debt" 

Thank you for your ongoing support of this ministry!  



 3 

 

Congregation reads bolded text.  
▲ = The congregation is invited to stand.   ▼= The congregation is invited to sit.      

  
▼PRELUDE: Better is One Day  (by Matt Redman) 
 

WELCOME 
 

▲CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: We confess our sins before God and one another. Risen Lord, 

    D:  We admit that we are slow to believe, and even slower to follow where you lead us. We doubt your 
promise, divide your people, and fail to proclaim the power of your resurrection. We choose to live small 
lives when you have given us the biggest gift of all: your eternal life. Forgive us. Raise us up to a place 
where we can serve you faithfully. 
    P:  Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and pardon for sin! Believe that you are forgiven, and 
go out and live in the joy of your Lord’s resurrection in the power of God’s Holy Spirit.  
    All: Amen. 
 
▲PRAYER OF THE DAY  
D: God of might,  Your messengers’ words were not always well received, but they were full of your truth. 
Give us courage to speak out in the face of injustice and opposition, confident that you will strengthen us 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. .  
    All:  Amen 
 
▼SCRIPTURE Acts 6:8-7: 2a, 44-60 
Deacon: 
   Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. Then some of those 
who belonged to the synagogue stood up and argued with Stephen. But they could not withstand the 
wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. Then they secretly instigated some men to say, “We have 
heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” They stirred up the people as well as the 
elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the 
council. They set up false witnesses who said, “This man never stops saying things against this holy place 
and the law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change 
the customs that Moses handed on to us.” And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they 
saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 
   Then the high priest asked him, “Are these things so?” And Stephen replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me.  
    “Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God directed when he spoke to Moses,  
ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. Our ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua 
when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our ancestors. And it was there until the time 
of David, who found favor with God and asked that he might find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob. But 
it was Solomon who built a house for him. Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with human 
hands; as the prophet says, ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you 
build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? Did not my hand make all these things?’ 
    “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just 
as your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those 
who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers. 
You are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.” 
When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. But filled with the 
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Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But 
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out 
of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
   Word of God, Word of Life. 
 

▲GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 

▲GOSPEL  Luke 23:33-34a, 46 
    Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
    Congregation: Glory to you, O  Lord. 
    P: When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one 
on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your 
hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last.      
    Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
    Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

▼ SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  For the Bread Which You Have Broken  (ELW 494) 
 
▼PRAYERS  
    D: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.   (A brief silence. ) 
     Stephen spoke your truth with conviction, and the people rejected him. May we find the strength that 
transcends our desire not to lose popularity, approval, or our own security for the sake of your gospel’s 
justice. God of wisdom, 
    C: Hear our prayer 
    D: The early church’s neglect of their widows demonstrates how easily even we people of faith forget to 
care for the vulnerable among us. Keep us mindful of others’ needs amid our many competing concerns. 
God of wisdom, 
    C: Hear our prayer 
    D: Stones meant to strengthen, protect, and build up can also be used to destroy and kill. May we choose 
intelligent ways of employing your resources for the benefit of all, and not plundering them for our own selfish 
purposes. God of wisdom, 
  C: Hear our prayer. 
    D:  Protect those who are endangered by the physically, emotionally and spiritually abusive, and help 
them to escape unsafe environments where their well-being is threatened. Heal the sick in body and soul, 
especially those mentioned here and in the comments on Facebook, God of wisdom, 
    C: Hear our prayer 
    D: For Stephen and all faithful martyrs we give you thanks, and look to their faithful examples of how to 
live as your followers. God of wisdom, 
    C: Hear our prayer 
    Pastor: Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power to begin living out our faith, by the power of 
your Son our savior, Jesus Christ.     
     All:  Amen 
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▲EXCHANGE OF PEACE  
(All gathered are invited to share a sign of peace — a wave or a peace sign — please remain at your seat) 
   P: Christ’s peace is with you always.  
   C: And also with you. 
 
▲HOLY COMMUNION 
   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.  
     Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
▲LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
 ▲EUCHARISTIC INVITATION 
 Your true dwelling place is with your people, O Lord. Gather us now at your table, so that you may feed us 
on your truth through these elements of bread and wine. Let us gather as one and be sent out as many! 
 
▼COMMUNION : Please be seated as you partake in your serving of Communion. 
 

COMMUNION SONG: Spirit of the Living God (by Michael Crawford) 
 
 ▲BLESSING  
May our God who calls us to listen and repent, who searches creation until all are found, and offers 
endless mercy to us and our neighbors, bless you and keep you forever in divine grace. In the name of 
the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.  
Amen. 
 

 ▲DISMISSAL    
      Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve God. 
     Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE: Lord, Listen to Your Children (by John Carter) 
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Prayer  Concerns 
Please continue to pray for the following people that are dealing with long-term health issues: 

Larry Bornemeier 

Al Dahl 

Shauna Dethloff 

Stefanie Fox, granddaughter of Gerri Kabitzke 

Russ Garman 

Yolanda Gonzalez, friend of Kay Styza 

Judith Johnston, mother of Anne Felton 

Ray Jump 

Hermann Rack 

Lou Riek 

Randy Riek, son of Marilyn Schlei 

Bob Scharbach 

Marilyn Schlei  

Rosemary Schultz 

Erin Schwabenlender 

Susan Seiler 

Ali Vaughan-Stroebel 

Ashley Vaughan-Stroebel 

Jake Vaughan-Stroebel 

 

Please also keep our deployed (currently away from their families) in your prayers: 

James Oldenhoff, great-grandson of Bee Klatt, serving in the Air Force and now stationed in Guam. 

Travis Smith, Mike Garrett’s grandson, serving in the US Navy. 

 

 
 

If you know of anybody that should be included in either of these lists,  
contact the church office at 262-542-7100, 

 Linda Gatlin at tgatlin@wi.rr.com, or send an email to CTSprayerchain@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

Ongoing Service Projects at CTS 

The folks here at CTS have been so generous in the past to various charities. Please continue to share your 
blessings with others. Here are some of the ways you can contribute: 
 
 Help fill the grocery cart in Narthex with non-perishable items for the 

Waukesha Food Pantry. Bring your donations to Sunday services or you 
can drop them off at office on Mondays and Thursdays from 11-3. 

 Bring in your old eyeglasses and/or hearing aids for the small receptacle 
on floor next to Welcome Center. The Lion’s Club volunteers periodically 
pick them up for people that can’t afford them. 

 Bring in your aluminum cans to recycle. There’s a bin for them in The Ark. 
Proceeds go to our Youth Group here at CTS. 

 Shop Amazon? They will donate a portion of sales to CTS with the 
AmazonSmile program. Check our website for detail on how to sign up! 

mailto:tgatlin@wi.rr.com
mailto:CTSprayerchain@gmail.com
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————————  TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVERS ———————— 

Presiding Minister: Pr Diane Olson 

Accompanist: Jen Hauser 

Sanctuary Plants: Chuck and Melanie Romano in memory of Grandma Brandt 

Deacon:   Mary Johnson 

Service Director:  Patti Marti 

Ushers, Greeters and Communion Assistants:   

Jeff Marti, Mike Jehn, Sue Bischmann, Jan Cavett 

Soundboard Operator/FB Live:  Susan Kelly  

 

(Italics denotes change from original schedule) 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS022073. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Narrative Lectionary Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff 
Published by Clergy Stuff 
8621 Poplar Bridge Curve 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
Blessing of the Reading was written by Pr. Chip Borgstadt. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


