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 1st Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 

 

Congregation reads bolded text.  
▲ = The congregation is invited to stand.   ▼= The congregation is invited to sit.       

 

▼PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
▲CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 We confess our sins before God and one another.  
 Renewing God, 
 You have come into our world to live among us, yet we often lose sight of this and seek to 

manufacture our own truth. We are afraid to share your word lest others judge or mock us. We 
ignore your wisdom because it isn’t convenient. We allow ourselves to be defeated by despair. 
Forgive our negligence and breathe new life into our heavy hearts. 

God knows our every weakness and still loves us and upholds our life. May your sins be forgiven, your 
past forgotten, and your hope restored in the name of our incarnate savior, Jesus Christ. All: Amen. 

 
▲LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

Pastor: We  yearn for the hope that we find only in you, O Lord. 

(light candle 1) We light this candle as a sign of the hope that others may know that we are watching, 

waiting—hopefully looking upon the rampart for God’s sign. 

 

▲MUSIC FOR LIGHTING CANDLE  (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, Verse 1) 
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▲PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Protective God, 
You guarded over your faithful servant Daniel when his life was threatened, because he refused to 
dishonor you. Show us the power that the smallest acts of faith may have to influence the world for good, 
by the help of your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
▼SCRIPTURE  Daniel 6:6-27 
So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, live 
forever!  All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors 
are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to 
anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions. Now, O 
king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the 
Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Therefore King Darius signed the document and 
interdict. Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his house, which 
had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees three times a day to 
pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously. 
    The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God. Then they 
approached the king and said concerning the interdict, “O king! Did you not sign an interdict, that anyone 
who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of 
lions?” The king answered, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which 
cannot be revoked.” Then they responded to the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no 
attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a 
day.” When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to save Daniel, 
and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him. Then the conspirators came to the king and 
said to him, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the 
king establishes can be changed.” Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown 
into the den of lions. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!” A stone 
was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet 
of his lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 
    Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food was brought to him, and sleep fled from 
him. Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. When he came near the den where 
Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you 
faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the lions?” Daniel then said to the king, “O king, live forever! My 
God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, because I was found blameless 
before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no wrong.” Then the king was exceedingly glad and 
commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of 
harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. The king gave a command, and those who had 
accused Daniel were brought and thrown into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. Before they 
reached the bottom of the den the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 
    Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the whole world: “May 
you have abundant prosperity! I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people should tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel: For he is the living God, enduring forever. His kingdom shall never be destroyed, 
and his dominion has no end. He delivers and rescues, he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; 
for he has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.” 
    Word of God, Word of Life.      
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▲GOSPEL  Luke 23:1-5 
Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to accuse him, saying, “We found 
this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, 
a king.” Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” Then Pilate said to the 
chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” But they were insistent and said, 
“He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.” 
    Word of God, Word of Life 
 
▼ SERMON 
▲MUSIC FOR MEDITATION  (Blessed Be the God of Israel, ELW250) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

▲PRAYERS  
    We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.   (A brief silence. ) 
The perceived threats and dangers of this world don’t seem as overwhelming when we turn to you, O Lord. 
Tame the lions which paralyze us from moving forward in faith and courage. Almighty God, 
    Hear our prayer. 
    Turn us away from the frenzy of holiday merchandising, that we might be fully present to anticipate the 
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fulfillment of your promise. May our days be filled with light and hope as the hemisphere enters its darkest 
season. Almighty God,  
    Hear our prayer. 
     We have demonized, exploited and driven the wildness of your creation to extinction. Bless the work of 
all those who attempt to rescue endangered species and protect threatened habitats. Almighty God, 
    Hear our prayer. 
    When we feel we are most abandoned and alone, it is then that you come to us with your holy presence 
and comfort. Be especially with those who feel isolated at this time of year, and with those whose needs are 
particularly known to us today or write into the comments on FB as we worship...Almighty God,  
   Hear our prayer. 
    Hold all your saints and martyrs in your eternal care, safe until the day when all the living and the dead 
shall be reunited in your love. Almighty God, 
   Hear our prayer. 
   P: Our eyes await the fulfillment of all your promises, the answer to all our prayers: your Son, our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
▲EXCHANGE OF PEACE  
   P: Christ’s peace is with you always.       C: And also with you. 
 
▲HOLY COMMUNION 
   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.  
     Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
▲LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
▲BLESSING  
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who 
strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.  Amen. 
 
▲DISMISSAL    
    D: Go in peace, remember the sick, and the poor. 
    All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements for the Holiday Season  

SUPPORT THE HOLIDAY GIVING PROGRAM 
Join the Welcome Hospitality and Outreach (WHO) team at Christ the Servant as we partner with Eras Senior Network to collect 
items for “self-sufficiency” care packages. Collected gifts will be mailed to Eras’ clients in a holiday card, and will focus on their 
most basic needs.  While the wish list has fewer items than last year, ERAS aims to serve more than double served in 2020.  The 
goal is $50 in gift cards and postage stamps for each recipient.  
This event runs from November 1-December 8.   You may bring the items to CTS weekdays from 11:00-3:00. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

ERAS 2020 Wish List 
Books of Forever Stamps  *  $10 Walgreen’s Gift Cards*  *  $10 Pick-N-Save Gift Cards *  $10 Walmart Gift Cards 

Please include the receipt with gift cards. 
 

CTS ONLINE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
    CTS will still be creating a wonderful online video telling the Story of Christmas. With skits and readings and beautiful 
music, we hope you will be a part of this!  
  You can record your piece at home and we need to have all the videos submitted by November 29th. 
If you would be able to do a reading, a prayer, skit or special music, email pastordiane@christtheservant.org 
    Everyone can participate in the sharing of photos, and we would love photos from EVERYONE! 
We need photos of YOU with candles: holding candles, lighting candles, next to your Advent wreath, sitting by candles, 
even blowing out birthday candles. We're also collecting photos of decorated houses, trees, Christmas cookies, Christmas 
caroling, Snow Angels, folks gathered to celebrate Christmas, etc.  Please send them 
to  ChristTheServant2016@gmail.com and they will be included in our upcoming online Christmas Celebration!  
 
IT'S TIME FOR THE CHRISTMAS FAMILIES!  
Every household should have received a letter, as well as an email with a link to SignUpGenius. If you have not received 
either one, please contact Ashley at 414-793-6944.  
    The gift list has been posted in SignUpGenius or you can contact Ashley directly. Here is the link:  https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48abac2ea6fec07-christmas. We still have many children available to shop for! 
On Saturday, 12/5 there will be a Curbside Drop-Off for Gifts at CTS from 10:30am till Noon. All monetary donations 
are due to CTS on or before 12/5. Of course you are welcome to bring gifts to Ellen at CTS Monday-Fridays between 11 am
-3 pm. Unwrapped gifts should be labeled with the family number and child and age (i.e. Family 1, Boy 6). Please have gifts 
in boxes, as well as provide gift receipts. 
 
OUR PARTNER CHURCH, REFORMATION LUTHERAN… is asking for donations to their Neighborhood Store. COVID 
unemployment, evictions and kids at home for virtual learning has created a perfect storm for families in their community. 
We want to help Reformation serve people better than ever during Christmas. Can you help?  
We need these new goods: Pots and pans, Small kitchen appliances. bath & kitchen towel sets, bed pillows, queen sheet 
sets, Men's & women's slippers. And gently used items: Artificial Christmas trees, lights &  kid's toys 
You can drop off your donations with Ellen at the CTS office from 11-3, Mondays through Fridays. 
    I also will be doing a Curbside Drop Off at CTS on Saturday 11/28, 12/5 and 12/12 from 10:30am-Noon. 
Thanks for your consideration!    —Bob Grady, Social Ministries 
 
VIRGINIA HEALTH & REHAB  HOLIDAY GIVING 
Due to the change of ownership occurring, and finding out how many residents to purchase gifts for, I am requesting 
monetary donations only.   
    You can make a monetary donation, which will be used to purchase a gift or two. Checks for monetary donations 
should be made out to "Christ the Servant" and indicate "Virginia Health & Rehab”.  Let’s warm the hearts of our 
senior citizens, with a Christmas gift!  Donations should be made to CTS by Sunday, Dec. 6th.  Delivery will be done 
on Monday, Dec. 7th at 8:30 AM.  
I hope and pray that you will be able to sign-up for individual residents, and purchase the gifts yourself, again next 
Christmas.  God bless and Merry Christmas!!     Contact person: Kay Styza, (414) 333-4364, kstyza@gmail.com  

 
This Week at CTS 

 
Saturday, November 28 
Deadline to Sign Up for Christmas Families 
  
Sunday, November 29   
9:30 am - CTS Online Worship 
 
Wednesday, December 2  
7:00 pm - 1st Wednesday Prayer/Communion Zoom  
  
 

Outdoor Holy Communion  

Please bring bread/crackers, wine/juice and 
lawn chair. Sign up by calling or emailing the 
church office or Pr. Diane. 
    Wed., Dec. 2  12:15 pm 

Bible Study on Recess 

Our Thursday 10am Bible Study has ended.  
    We will return in January. Hope you join us 
then. 
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VANCO Text Giving 
You can now make a contribution to Christ the Servant  
Lutheran Church with a quick text message to VANCO  

Simply send a text to 262-885-4624 with the amount you would like to contribute. Example:  25.  Within a few minutes, 
you’ll be sent a text with a link to register.  Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card 
information.   Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt via email. For future giving, 
simply send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically!  

    If you'd like to designate a gift to the World Hunger Appeal, text "[amount] Hunger" 
If you'd like to designate a gift to Debt Retirement, text "[amount] Debt" 

Thank you for your ongoing support of this ministry!  

Prayer  Concerns 
Please continue to pray for the following people that are dealing with long-term health issues: 

Larry Bornemeier 

Al Dahl 

Shauna Dethloff 

Russ Garman 

Yolanda Gonzalez, friend of Kay Styza 

Stefanie Fox, granddaughter of Gerri Kabitzke 

Judith Johnston, mother of Anne Felton 

Gerri Kabitzke 

Bee Klatt 

Hermann Rack 

Lou Riek 

Randy Riek, son of Marilyn Schlei 

Bob Scharbach 

Marilyn Schlei  

Rosemary Schultz 

Erin Schwabenlender 

Susan Seiler 

Ali Vaughan-Stroebel 

Ashley Vaughan-Stroebel 

Jake Vaughan-Stroebel 

Please also keep our deployed (currently away from their families) in your prayers: 

James Oldenhoff, great-grandson of Bee Klatt, serving in the Air Force and now stationed in Guam. 

Travis Smith, Mike Garrett’s grandson, serving in the US Navy. 
 

If you know of anybody that should be included in either of these lists,  
contact the church office at 262-542-7100, 

 Linda Gatlin at tgatlin@wi.rr.com, or send an email to CTSprayerchain@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

Ongoing Service Projects at CTS 

The folks here at CTS have been so generous in the past to various charities. Please continue to share your 
blessings with others. Here are some of the ways you can contribute: 
 
 Help fill the grocery cart in Narthex with non-perishable items for the 

Waukesha Food Pantry. Bring your donations to Sunday services or you 
can drop them off at the office on Mondays and Thursdays from 11-3. 

 Bring in your old eyeglasses for the small receptacle on floor next to 
Welcome Center. The Lion’s Club volunteers periodically pick them up for 
people that can’t afford them. 

 Bring in your aluminum cans to recycle. There’s a bin for them in The Ark. 
Proceeds go to our Youth Group here at CTS. 

 Shop Amazon? They will donate a portion of sales to CTS with the 
AmazonSmile program. Check our website for detail on how to sign up! 

mailto:tgatlin@wi.rr.com
mailto:CTSprayerchain@gmail.com
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————————  TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVERS ———————— 

Presiding Minister: Pr Kara Skatrud Baylor  

Accompanist: Jen Hauser 

Soundboard Operator:  Susan Kelly 

Facebook Live:  Susan Kelly 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS022073. 
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