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Welcome!

January 7, 2024
Epiphany Sunday

Worship Preview

Thank you for joining us today. All are welcome at Christ the Servant and we want to ensure a safe,
sacred, and comfortable experience for everyone who chooses to worship with us.

Offering: The offering will take place up front during the communion process. Members will be
encouraged to bring their offering up to the plate when coming up to take communion.

We Care Books: Members and visitors are asked to sign the We Care books and pass them along to
their neighbors. Feel free to make introductions during the process.

Sharing the Peace: People are encouraged to share and receive the peace in any manner they feel
comfortable.

Communion: Communion will be offered to all regardless of age or faith tradition and it will be offered at
the rail. Pastor will hand out the communion bread, which is gluten free, and the deacon will hold a tray of
communion cups (red liquid is wine and the white liquid is grape juice), so each participant can take the
cup of their choice. Both the pastor and the deacon will share the words of promise with anyone who
comes forward. If anyone would prefer a blessing, arms should be crossed in front of the chest. After
participating in Communion please discard the empty cup in the basket, located at each side aisle, as you
return to your seat.

Children’s Activity Bags: if your little ones are looking for something to keep their minds and hands busy
during worship there are crayons, coloring books, & notepads in the cloth bags hanging on the small
coat rack just outside the Sanctuary doors. Help yourself - you can return the bags following worship.
Nursery: We love to have children with us in worship and their sounds and voices are to be celebrated.
We also realize that sometimes the freedom to play is needed and we have a nursery for just those times.
Our nursery is unstaffed, but parents may access it any time, while supervising their child/children. The
nursery is located down the hallway to the left of the coat closet, the 3rd door on the left - or ask one of our
ushers to direct you.

If you have any questions, please talk to the pastor or an usher.

THANK YOU TO TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVERS

Presiding Minister: Pastor Karen Pahl

Accompanist: Mary Johnson Vocal Lead: Erin Johnson
Deacon: Jeff Bonell Acolyte: Sam Everette
Altar Guild: Chris Tralongo Counters: Linda Gatlin, Chris Tralongo

Usher Team: Linda Lind, Sarah Beck, Joyce Hinojosa, Marlys Swanson, Kim Dutelle
FB Live / Soundboard Operator: Mitzi Keadle, Jeff Pahl

Please continue to keep the following in your prayers:

Shauna Dethloff, Yolanda Gonzalez, Ray Jump, Hermann Rack, Catharine Redetzke, Marilyn
Schlei, Maria, Kimberly, Viola, Shirley Haugse, Arlene Stewart, Sue Seiler, Bob Swanson,
Gordon Nowakowski, Jerrie Simmert. Al Dahl, Dawn Yellen.

We pray for, and thank, all who are currently serving our country and for all veterans who have served. 2



Congregation reads C: bolded text.
A = The congregation is invited to stand as able. ¥ = The congregation is invited to sit.

PRELUDE

GATHERING

A CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:

We confess our sins before God and one another.

Pause for silence and reflection.

P:
C:

C:

Guiding God,

we have failed to follow you as we ought. We have not reached out to our neighbors with the
selfless and sacrificial love you modeled for us. We have caused harm to others and your
creation by our actions and by our unwillingness to act. Forgive us our sins and lead us back
onto the path you have trod for the sake of others.

In Christ, God meets us where we are and as we are and for his sake, God makes us whole and holy.
Go forth to follow Jesus in the knowledge that your sins are forgiven.

Amen.

A GATHERING SONG: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (ELW 310 vs 1 and 4)
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A PRAYER OF THE DAY
D: Loving God,

C: on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us by faith to
know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

V FIRST READING: Mark 1:21-45

D: They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. They
were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you
to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of
God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!" And the unclean spirit,
convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on
asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of
Galilee.

As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He
came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the
whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases,
and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he
prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him,
“Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that | may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what | came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, “If you choose, you can make me
clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, “ do choose.
Be made clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. After sternly warning him
he sent him away at once, saying to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself
to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” But he
went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus could no longer go into
a town openly, but stayed out in the country; and people came to him from every quarter.

D: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



A GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia (ELW pg. 205 Setting 10)
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

A GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12

P: The Gospel according to St. Matthew the 2nd chapter.
C:Glory to You, O Lord.

P: In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came
to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.””
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard
the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

V¥ CHILDRENS MESSAGE

¥V SERMON



A HYMN OF THE DAY: We Three Kings of Orient Are (WOV 656 vs. 1 & 2)
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A PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

D: Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors,
and the world God loves.

A brief silence.

D: Humble the hearts of your faithful people, that we seek to be servants of your gospel and witnesses to

your abundant grace. Give us boldness in faith, that we make the good news of Christ’s birth known to

all people. God our light and life,

Hear our prayer.

. Establish justice on earth for all its inhabitants. Lead us to protect fragile ecosystems and endangered

species. Empower the work of all who research, engineer, and make accessible alternative and

renewable sources of energy. Make us careful stewards of your creation. God our light and life,

Hear our prayer.

Nations shall come to your light and kings to your dawning. Remove corruption and fear from the hearts

of leaders and authorities. Lead governments to expand policies and resources that care for refugees,

migrants and all those who are trying to find a place to call home. God our light and life,

Hear our prayer.

Bring comfort to those who have been diagnosed with life-threatening illness, or who need surgery or

other invasive treatments, especially those we mention out loud, in our hearts, listed on our long-term

prayer list, and those we note on Facebook...Assure them of your presence with them through all things.

God our light and life,

C: Hear our prayer.

OO Qo
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D: As the magi offered gifts to the Christ child, empower us to give generously. Prosper the work of all
the ministry partnerships we have in our community. Together, help us share what we have to ensure
that our neighbors have enough food, resources, and opportunities. God our light and life,

: Hear our prayer.

Here other petitions may be offered — WE ARE ASKED TO PRAY FOR ... Arlene, Sue Seiler,

Gordon, Al, Jerrie, Dawn, we offer prayers for the family of Rosemary Schultz as they mourn her

loss... Any Announcement of any Journal Prayers - God our light and life,

: Hear our prayer.

You have redeemed the lives of your faithful departed. Through the love of Christ, gather us into one

body with them, and reveal to us the mystery hidden for ages in the One who created all things. God

our light and life,

Hear our prayer.

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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V¥ WE CARE PADS Please sign in the We Care book and pass it down the pew.

¥ ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEAL

COMMUNION: Communion is a gift of God for the people of God, no matter age, faith tradition or where you are on your
journey. Ushers will guide each row to the altar, you may kneel or stand by the communion rail. Pastor will hand out the
communion bread, which is gluten free, and the deacon will hold a tray of communion cups (red liquid is wine, white liquid is
grape juice), each participant will take a cup. If anyone would prefer a blessing please cross your arms in front of your
chest. Empty cup may be discarded in the basket provided as you return to your seats.

A GREAT THANKSGIVING:

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: ltis right to give our thanks and praise.

A WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
remembrance of me.



A LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

A INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ Jesus, our good shepherd, feeds us, his flock, on his own holy body and blood. Come to the feast

of life, for all is prepared.
C: Thanks be to God

¥ COMMUNION HYMN: Here Is Bread (ELW 483)
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¥ COMMUNION HYMN: | Come With Joy (ELW 462)
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A COMMUNION/OFFERING BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
May our words and actions be a reflection of your grace, that our neighbors experience the
transformative power of your love through our generous giving. May our gifts of time, talents, and
treasures continue to further Christ's mission and ministry in our world.

C: Amen.

A BLESSING

SENDING

P: God bless you and keep you, + Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace upon your
hearts, now and forever.

C: Amen.
A SENDING SONG: Arise, Your Light Has Come! (ELW 314)
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Rise up like ea-gles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong.
A DISMISSAL

D: May we go forth with thankful hearts to:
C: Welcome all, worship & pray, grow in faith and serve God’s people.
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Prayer Requests Information

"Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the One who hears
it and not in the one who says it, our prayers do make a difference.” - Max Lucado

If you would like to include someone, or yourself, on our prayer list, you may visit the website at:
www.christtheservant.org to fill out a prayer request form,
or you may fill out a prayer request card found in the pews and place it with the offerings,
or you can send an email to CTSprayerchain@gmail.com.
(You always have the option of including the name in the bulletin or not.)
If you need assistance contact the office or Linda Gatlin at tgatlin@wi.rr.com.

Ongoing Service Projects at CTS

The folks here at CTS have been so generous in the past to various charities. Please continue to share
your blessings with others. Here are some of the ways you can contribute:

« Help fill the grocery cart in Narthex with non-perishable items for the Waukesha Food Pantry.
Bring your donations to Sunday services or you can drop them off at office on Mondays and
Thursdays from 11-3.

= Bring in your old eyeglasses and/or hearing aids for the small receptacle on floor next to
Welcome Center. The Lion’s Club volunteers periodically pick them up for people that can’t afford
them.

= Bring in your aluminum cans to recycle. There’s a bin for them in The Ark. Proceeds go to our CTS

Youth Group .

NEW NUMBER for VANCO Text Giving

You can contribution to CTS with a quick text message to VANCO
Simply send a text to 844-624-2736 with the amount you would like to contribute. Example: 25. Within a
few minutes, you'll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your cardholder name
and credit or debit card information. Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text
verification and a receipt via email. For future giving, simply send a text with the amount you wish to give,
and it will process automatically!
If you'd like to designate a gift to the World Hunger Appeal, text "[amount] Hunger
If you'd like to designate a gift to Debt Retirement, text "[amount] Debt"
Thank you for your ongoing support of this ministry!

To find out more on all giving options - please visit our website at www.christtheservant.org
and click on the “GIVE” tab

Narrative Lectionary Resources Copyright © 2023 Clergy Stuff Published by Clergy Stuff, 4512 Colorado Avenue N, Crystal, MN 55422
Prayers and Litanies by Rev. Wendy Sherer

Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-719363 . All Rights Reserved

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies

Annual License #SAS022073.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 12
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CTS WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
January 7, 2024

Be sure to get all announcements-subscribe to our weekly Email Blasts
at www.christtheservant.org/Stay In Touch. Visit CTS Website often at www.christtheservant.org.

Greetings Christ the Servant,

As we have all been saying Happy New Year this past week or so and trying to remember to put 2024 on documents, in our
calendars or my goodness if we still write a physical check. There are some who struggle this time of year with turning into a
new year...missing a loved one, thinking about a “new year’s resolution” or just trying to get through the dark days off winter.
There are also some who want to make the transition to “come back to church” after enjoying Christmas Eve worship, but just
don’t know how to go about it. This article might help us understand a little bit more where some people are related to church
(I am not sure who the original author of this writing is.)

CHURCH IS HARD.
Church is hard for the person walking through the doors, afraid of judgement.
Church is hard for the pastor's family, under the microscope of an entire body.
Church is hard for the prodigal soul returning home, broken, and battered by the world.
Church is hard for the teenager who looks like they have it all together but don't.
Church is hard for the couple who fought the entire ride to service.
Church is hard for the single mom, surrounded by couples holding hands, and seemingly perfect families.
Church is hard for the widow and widower with no invitation to lunch after service.
Church is hard for the member with an estranged child.
Church is hard for the person singing worship songs, overwhelmed by the weight of the lyrics.
Church is hard for the person insecure in their role as a leader.
Church is hard for those who desperately long for a baby to love.
Church is hard for the single people, praying God brings them a life partner.
Church is hard for the teenage girl, wearing a scarlet letter, ashamed of her mistakes.
Church is hard for the sinners.
Church is hard for me.
It's hard because on the outside it all looks shiny and perfect.
However, in reality you find a body of imperfect people, worn-out souls, and even self-centered motives.

Yet, here is the beauty of church—

Church isn't a building, mentality, or expectation.

Church is a body.

Church is a group of sinners, saved by grace, living in fellowship as saints.

Church is a body of believers bound as God’s people by an eternal love.

Church is a holy ground where sinners stand hand in hand before the Throne of Grace.

Church is a refuge for broken hearts and a training ground for mighty warriors.

Church is a converging of disagreement and invitation. Where sin is encountered, and hearts are invited to seek restoration.
Church is a lesson in faith, doubt, and trust.

Church is a bearer of burdens and a giver of hope.

Church is a family. A family coming together, setting aside differences, forgetting past mistakes, rejoicing in the smallest of victories.
Church, the body, and the circle of sinners-turned-saints, is where Jesus resides, and if we ask, He is faithful to come.

So even on the hard days at church—

The days when you are at odds with a friend, when you've fought with your spouse or friend because you're late once again.
When you've walked in bearing burdens heavier than your heart can handle yet masking the pain with a smile on your face.
When you've worn a scarlet letter, under the microscope. When you've longed for a baby to hold or fought tears as the lyrics
were sung. When you've walked back in, afraid and broken, after walking away.

Remember, Jesus has and will never fail to meet you...at the doors of the church, or where ever you are in life.

Many Blessings - Pastor Karen


http://www.christtheservant.org
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Today\:\Sunday, January 7th

Confirmation for 7th and 8th grade following worship
and 6:30 pm for 9th grade.

BIBLE STUDY - 10 am Wednesdays

In this New Year we will be discussing a video series
"Throwing Open the Doors of the Sanctuary" with Rachel
Held Evans who was a Lutheran Professor, Preacher &
Theologian. It covers the topics of Faith, Doubt, Remembering & Following
Jesus, Kingdom of God - Heaven & Hell, Women Leadership, LGBTQIA+

Love & Grace, and so much more.
Come and join us for the conversation!

2024 Envelopes Ready for Pickup

If you requested envelope for 2024 they are available for Offering
pickup at the Welcome Desk. Please contact Linda Gatlin Envelopes

with any questions.

Got Salt? We Need it!

« If you are a resident of the City of Waukesha, you may have some
extra bags of water softener salt after the switch the Lake Michigan

-

Y water
| bot Salt

\,

(1 « Since Christ the Servant is on a well, we still need water softener salt

1
/ for the building.

« If you have any extra bags of salt, please contact Ray Anderson at
(847)804-1828 to coordinate drop off

M »



BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP NEWS

A Join us Monday, January 15 at 7:00 in the Ark to discuss

& = the book, My Husband’s Wife by Jane Corry. In February, we

m plan to read Wish You Were Here by Jodi Picoult. March we
GR O P plantoread Traces of Guilt by Dee Henderson.

All are welcome!
If you are interested in joining the group or have any questions,
please contact Linda Gatlin at tgatlin@wi.rr.com

LAF will ring in the New Year on
Wednesday, January 17th at noon! _LAF
Mark your calendar! RARAAL

COME RAISE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD WITH OUR LAUGHTER
LAF meets at Noon on the 3rd Wednesday of the month - September thru May

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
lood CTS WILL HOST A BLOOD DRIVE IN FEBRUARY!
drive Tuesday, February 6, 2024 from 1:30 - 6:00 pm
Sign up coming soon!

hool pdate

A new semester is starting for our young learners in Sunday school.
The focus will be on Jesus and his ministry. A new bulletin board is
on display in the hallway by the church office—take a peak to learn
some of the stories that the children will learn! The offering spotlight
will switch from the Food Pantry Birthday bags to the ELCA-Good
Gifts--Global Barnyard project. Offerings provided by the children
and special donations from the congregation (note in check memo-
ELCA Good Gifts) will provide critical support to people throughout
the world, so that they have food, can launch a small business, and
provide a steady source of income. In May the children will decide
which animals or trees to purchase from these funds.



CTS Calendar

January 15th is G
Martin Luther King Jr / A(I

Day "o f%ﬂ/ﬂ

Wednesday, January 10
10:00 am Bible Study

\%x

Friday, January 12
6:00 pm Joyful Souls

Sunday, January 14
Presiding: Pastor Karen Pahl
9:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE
Youth Group Usher Opportunity
10:45 am Sunday School
10:45 am Youth Group

Monday, January 15
7:00 pm Book Discussion Group

Wednesday, January 17
10:00 am Bible Study

NOON LAF

6:30 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry

Thursday, January 18
2:30 pm Executive Committee via Zoom

Friday, January 19
6:00 pm Joyful Souls

Sunday, January 21
Presiding: Pastor Karen Pahl
9:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE
10:45 am Sunday Hospitality
10:45 am Sunday School

Tuesday, January 23
6:30 pm Council Meeting

Wednesday, January 24
10:00 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Worship and Music Committee

Friday, January 26
6:00 pm Joyful Souls

Sunday, January 28
Presiding: Pastor Karen Pahl
9:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE
10:45 am Sunday School
10:45 am Youth Group

Worship Servers Scheduled
for 1/14/2024

Presiding Minister: Pastor Karen Pahl
Accompanist: Mary Johnson

Vocal Lead: TBD

Deacon: Bert Magnuson

Acolyte: Avery Cavett

Altar Guild: Lisa Carstensen

Counters: Laura Janus, Marty Grow
Usher Team: Larry Bornemeier, Wesley
Brown, Youth Group, Jessi Braun

Tech Team: Max Everette, John Dethloff

Please let the Diane know of any updates/changes to
the Worship Servers Schedule as listed above.

Things to Remember

o INTENT CARD - If you have not done so,
please submit your 2024 Intent Card.

« Jail Ministry Winter Coat Collection- They
are in great need of larger sizes for Men and
Women (XL-XXXL+). There is a collection bin
by the bulletin board in the narthex.

o Sunday Hospitality - January 21st

For full details and so much more...
please refer to the Thursday Email Blast .
Contact the office if you would like assistance to subscribe!

Join CTS Worship Live Online
The live and archived CTS worship services
may be found by going to the YouTube
channel on your TV or computer. Search
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church-
Waukesha, or type in the URL address:
https://www.youtube.com/
@christtheservantwaukesha3890/streams

CTS ATTENDANCE
December 31, 2023 - 68




