
Acts 8:1-4; Romans 8:31-38 
 
Today we will discuss how God has chosen to actually get the gospel to all the world and what 
that means for us.  The main point is that if we desire to live a godly life we will suffer, but 
through Jesus we are more than conquerors.  This is what we want the students to walk away 
remembering from this discussion. 
 
Read and discuss Acts 8:1-4.  Discuss how you would feel if you were a follower of Jesus in 
Jerusalem during this time? 
If we’re not careful we can forget the context of this passage.  Saul was wreaking havoc on the 
church in ways that are not familiar to us in America.  Make sure you emphasize words like 
“great persecution” “scattered” and “ravaging the church.”  A good modern day example is what 
is happening to Christians in Iraq and Syria.  ISIS is truly “ravaging” the church in that region.  
The same kind of intense persecution that we hear about there is what was happening in 
Jerusalem at that time. 
 
Read Acts 8:1-4 again.  How was Jesus’ command in Acts 1:8 to take the gospel to the entire 
world fulfilled by these passages? 
It is crazy to us that God chose to use persecution to mobilize followers of Jesus to take the 
gospel to places outside of Jerusalem.  This opens us a whole new line of thinking for us:  
sometimes God allows our suffering for the specific reason of advancing the gospel. 
 
How hard is it for us to think of how God can get glory from our suffering? How do you think 
that God is glorifying Himself through the COVID-19 pandemic? 
Answers will vary.  Allow time for good discussion here.  Remember each of our students has a 
story and will likely be thinking of specific things that have happened to them while we speak of 
suffering.  Be sensitive to any comments.  Make sure you discuss the difficulties you have here 
also (I will be as well during the sermon).  Students need to know that we sometimes have a hard 
time with this as well.   
 
It is still too early to completely understand what God is doing in the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
one thing that is abundantly clear is that, as churches continue to livestream services, the gospel 
is truly being shared with the entire world in ways that it may have never been before. Allow 
students to brainstorm other potential ways that God is glorifying Himself through COVID-19: 
neighbors checking on each other; more spiritual discussions in family time; more opportunity to 
read/study the Bible and pray, etc.  
 
Read Romans 8:31-38.  What is Paul’s answer to human suffering?   
We are more than conquerors through Jesus (v.37) and nothing (including COVID-19) will ever 
be able to separate us from the love of Jesus (v.38).   
 
What does it mean to be more than a conqueror? 
Not only is our enemy (sin, Satan) defeated, but our enemy actually begins to work with us.  In 
this context Paul was saying that the “great persecution” that the early church was facing should 
not deter them from their mission because God was actually using their suffering to advance the 
gospel.  God always redeems what He allows.  



 
What does all of this mean for us today? 
If we are a follower of Jesus we should be different, but we can have confidence that God is 
working through our trials and suffering, even if we cannot see or feel it.  Take a few minutes 
and discuss this.  We will have students that are struggling with losing friends or family because 
they are trying to follow Jesus.  Allow these verses to speak to them.  Allow for open and honest 
discussion. 
 
People all around us are scared, worried, and anxious.  COVID-19 may present us with the 
greatest opportunity to share and spread the gospel that we will ever have in our lifetimes.  How 
can your family take advantage of this opportunity? 
Have a good conversation here.  If your student has any idea of an activity that your family can 
safely do to spread the gospel during this time please, PLEASE, do not diminish their thoughts.  
Take some time this week and actually try their plan, even if it sounds crazy! 
   
As your parent how can I pray for you? 
Spend some time praying specifically for your kids out loud.  It will be awkward, but they will 
remember you praying for them for the rest of their lives. 


