
Today I have provided a devotional written by Vance Havner. The Lord greatly blessed my life
through the writings of Brother Havner. I pass along this blessing to you.

Never forget that you are loved
Bro. Dennis

God's Cure For Fainting
 
FAINTING is a common experience in our spiritual lives. The Word has much to say about it
and provides a remedy for it. The wise man said, "If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy
strength is small" (Prov. 24:10), but most of us do. Like Job, we comfort others in trouble, but
when it comes upon us, we faint (Job 4:5). Like Jeremiah we must say, "When I would comfort
myself against sorrow, my heart is faint in me" (Jer. 8:18).

God does not want us to be faint-hearted. Directing Israel as to their conduct in war, He advised
through the priest, "Let not your hearts faint" (Deut. 20:3), for He knew such a soldier could not
fight. There is another reason: in the same chapter the officers were bidden to say before the
battle, "What man is there that is fearful and faint-hearted? Let him go and return unto his house,
lest his brethren's heart faint as well as his heart." The ideal soldier is like Gideon and his three
hundred who, in Judges 8:4, "came to Jordan and passed over, faint, yet pursuing them." "Faint,
yet pursuing!" What sermons in that! The church at Ephesus was commended because it had
laboured and had not fainted (Rev. 2:3).

The Lord Jesus Christ would have us "pray and faint not" (Luke 18:1). We have a Gospel to
proclaim, and must not faint (2 Cor. 4:1). We should not faint at the hardships of Christians
(Eph. 3:13), but "consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye
be wearied and faint in your minds" (Heb. 12:3). We are not to despise God's chastening nor faint
when rebuked of Him (Heb. 12:5). And "let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we
shall reap (a reward) if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9).

The Lord Jesus Christ is compassionate on us when we are faint (Matt. 9:36). What are we to do
when we faint? Like Jonah: "When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord" (Jonah
2:7). Like the Israelites: "Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. Then they cried unto the
Lord in their trouble, and He delivered them out of their distresses" (Psa. 107:5, 6). Like the
Psalmist: "My soul fainteth for Thy salvation: but I hope in Thy Word" (Psa. 119:81).
But the richest passage for the faint is Isaiah 40:28-31. There is something about fainting in every
verse. Let us look first at verse 28: "Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary?"
God does not faint. How precious to know there is One Who wearies not! One Who, as the
everlasting Creator, upholds all His own in His everlasting strength.
Now verse 29: "He giveth power to the faint." That is what we want; there is our Resource. Verse
30: "Even the youths shall faint." Alas, that has been our sad experience: there is our plight. But
victory awaits in verse 31: "They that wait upon the Lord... shall walk and not faint!" And our
part is only to wait upon the Lord!

But we do not like to wait nowadays. We want to rush ahead and take matters in our own hands,



and so we soon play out, we are out of breath, we faint. And nothing better could possibly
happen to us, if it will bring us to the end of ourselves and to wait upon Him. It is either faith or
failure: if we do not trust Him we shall assuredly collapse. 

How perfectly the Psalmist summed it all: "I had fainted unless I had believed to see the
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and
He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord" (Psa. 27:13, 14).

By The Still Waters by Vance Havner, 1934


