
The Next Step ~ Drawing Nearer To God 

  

Judges 6:11-13 “Now the Angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in 

Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, 

in order to hide it from the Midianites. And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him, and said to him, 

“The LORD is with you, you mighty man of valor!” Gideon said to Him, “O my lord, if the LORD is with 

us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us 

about, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and 

delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.”  

Gideon was no genius, nor did he possess training or unusual faculties, but as he beat out grain on a 

threshing floor, he remembered the great days of Israel’s past and asked, “Where are the miracles 

today?” (cf. Judg. 6:13). At least he cared. There is far more hope for souls that grieved over the times 

than for the popular happiness boys. Gideon did not know a miracle when he saw one, as when the 

angel of God visited him. But God called him to leadership and gave him the sign of the fleece.  

I have not been able to relate to many experiences bordering on the miraculous. I have heard others 

who can, and I do not doubt the possibility, although some of the stories grow with the telling. I do 

remember the incident related in my book Hope Thou in God when I was low in spirits away from home 

and troubled about a sick wife who was quite ill and later died. I put down my bag in a lonely motel 

room where a Gideon Bible lay open on the table. It was opened to Psalms 42 and 43 where the words, 

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God” are 

found three times without turning a page (42:5, 11; 43:5). I was assured that I would yet praise Him, and 

I do.  

I know that one cannot flip open a Bible every time and land on such a timely verse. In a time of great 

need one may find himself flipping to the details of the Tabernacle or the genealogies! But our Father 

often gives us a sign of the fleece when we are willing to do what follows.  

You may be beating grain on a threshing floor, grieved over the times and wondering where God and His 

miracles are, but that is better than not expecting miracles at all.  

Don’t Miss Your Miracle.  

Vance Havner  

I was blessed by these words many years ago. My prayer and hope is for you to be blessed as well.  

Jesus is Wonderful  

Bro. Dennis 


