
The Next Step ~ Drawing Nearer To God 
 

Developing a Life of Endurance 

 
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 “Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you 

worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith 

with power, that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, 

according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

The Thessalonian Christians were going through a hard time of persecution. It is important to see 

how the Holy Spirit leads the Apostle Paul to pray for them. 

 

1. Paul Prayed That They Might Be Living Proof of God’s Grace. Verse 11a “Therefore we also 

pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling,” 

He does not say, “I am praying that your persecution would soon come to an end.” That would 

be a legitimate request, however, but that is not how Paul prays. Paul understood the value of a 

steadfast faith so he’s saying, “Lord, make my brothers and sisters living proof so that the whole 

world will know what you can do through believers who can take the heat and not give up.” In 

the spiritual realm there are no shortcuts to maturity. 

 

2. Paul Prayed That They Might Have Godly Goals. Verse 11b “fulfill all the good pleasure of 

His goodness and the work of faith with power,” 

Stay focused on Christ in hard times. There are dreams and desires that are good and worthy 

because they come from God but not every dream and desire is worthy before the Lord. Paul is 

saying, “I’m praying that you won’t waste your life on things that don’t matter. I don’t want to 

see you come to the end and say, ‘I blew it.’ 

So, when you pray for others, pray that they will pursue godly goals instead of worldly goals, 

and that they will be given strength to fulfill all that God has for them to do. This is a powerful 

prayer for parents to pray for their children. Ask the Lord to give them good dreams and godly 

goals, and then pray that the Lord will make those dreams come true. 

 

3. Paul Also Prayed That Christ Would Be Glorified in Each of Their Lives. Verse 12 “that 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you” 

To glorify the name of Christ means living so that others know that we know Jesus and are not 

ashamed of him. 

 

Action Points 
* Pray that God will help you hang tough for Christ no matter how hard your life becomes. 

* Ask the Lord to make you living proof of His power to others who observe your life. 

* Ask Him to give you goals that center on Him and fulfill His purposes. 

* Ask God to give you the grace to accomplish His goals for your life. 

* Strive to glorify Christ in all you do and look forward to sharing in His ultimate victory. 


