
The Next Step ~ Drawing Nearer To God 
 

Make a Difference By Taking The Next Step 

 
John 15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears 

much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing." 

 

We don’t hear the word ‘abide’ used much today. Somehow as society has drifted away into 

meaninglessness, we have forgotten this wonderful word. Abide means to remain and not depart. 

No matter what we do we seem to drift away from our deepest commitments. Beware the slow 

drift from your marriage, your family, from the things that matter most. As followers of Christ, 

we can't be satisfied with just drifting along in life. As believers we are to make a difference! 

The truth is, we need to make a difference. 

 

Jesus starts John 15 by calling us branches and ends up calling us friends. Hard to believe, but 

you are Jesus’ friend. When you see Jesus as a friend, it turns your thinking upside down: It's 

much easier to face trouble when you have a friend beside you, you're likely to stay attached to 

someone you know is your friend, and when it comes to asking, it's always easier to ask a friend. 

 

Your life is meant to count! You are chosen to make a difference, to bear “fruit that will last.” 

Lasting fruit means changed lives, new hope, real impact upon people's hurts. It is drawing 

people's attention to the eternal love of God, changing someone's eternal destiny by inviting them 

to repent of their sins and place faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Action Point 
Jesus gives us a promise that tells us the secret to really making a difference in this world. The 

secret is “remaining or abiding in Christ.” What does that mean? 

There are four aspects of abiding in John 15. 

 

1. Be aware of how much you need Him. "Apart from me you can do nothing!" 

2. Allow His Word to mold your life 

3. Seek to please the Lord in all things. 

4. Ask for His help through prayer 

 

One last thought 

What is something you could do to treat Jesus like your best friend today? 


