
The Next Step ~ Drawing Nearer To God 

 
2 Kings 5:9-14 “Then Naaman went with his horses and chariot, and he stood at the door of Elisha’s house. 

And Elisha sent a messenger to him saying, “God and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be 

restored to you, and you shall be clean.” But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, “Indeed I said 

to myself, ‘He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and wave his 

hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.’ “Are not the Abanah[fn) and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 

better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” so he turned and went away in a 

rage. And his servants came near and spoke to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do 

something great, would you not have done it? How much more then when he says to you, ‘Wash and be 

clean’?” So, he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; 

and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.” 

 

Just Obey God’s Word 

 

Naaman was an able captain in the Syrian army, in good standing with King Ben-hadad, but he was a leper. 

When he took off his decorations at night and looked at his decaying body, his military glory departed. 

 

He came to Elisha to be healed and that man of God did not even come out to meet him but simply commanded, 

“Go and wash in the Jordan seven times” (2Kings 5:10). Naaman lost his temper, “Dip in the Jordan, that dirty 

creek! We have Abanah and Pharpar in Syria!” (cf. v.12). 

 

His companions persuaded him to give it a try, but when he had gone down and up six times there was no sign 

of a miracle. They might have begun to wonder whether their captain had been “taken” by a false prophet. But 

on the seventh dip Naaman’s flesh became as the flesh of a child! 

 

The miracle happened at the end of complete obedience 

 

If the blind man sent by Jesus to the pool of Siloam, his eyes covered with mud, had not felt his way down the 

street in simple obedience, he would have died a blind man (John 9:7). John McNeill preached about this 

incident and shouted to his congregation, “Aye, and some of you have had the mud applied again and again, you 

have heard sermon after sermon, but you’ve never done the next thing and you’re blinder than you ever were 

before!”  

Faith must be followed by obedience. 

 

Philip, he evangelist, fresh out of great meetings in Samaria, might have seen no point in walking a desert road, 

but there was a eunuch down that road who needed to be saved (Acts 8). Complete obedience brought the 

miracle! 

 

When God bids you dip in the Jordan, wash in Siloam, or walk a desert trial, the victory lies at the end of that 

venture. When God says, “Go!” that is not a suggestion but a command! 

Don’t Miss Your Miracle 
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