
Child Dedication allows families an opportunity to present their child to 
God in an act of thanksgiving and dedication to God’s purposes. We bless, 

pray over, and declare God’s best for a child. 
We host child dedications several times throughout the year.


QUESTIONS ABOUT CHILD 
DEDICATION 

What is child dedication? 
What happens during a child dedication service? 

What’s the difference between child dedication and infant baptism? 
If I’m a single parent, can I dedicate my child? 

How do I sign up for child dedication?


WHAT IS CHILD DEDICATION? 

Child dedication is a symbolic ceremony undertaken by Christian parents soon 
after the birth of a child. The rite is intended to be a public celebration and 
dedication of a child to God and a  statement by the parents that they will train 
their children in the Christian faith and seek to instill that faith in them. The 
congregation also affirms that as a church family, they will also seek to 
encourage the parents to bring up the child in the faith.




Deuteronomy 6:5-7(NIV) 
 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be on your 
hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

Hannah who prayed for a child, dedicated Samuel back to the Lord. 

1 Samuel 1:27-28 
“’I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So 
now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life will be given over to the Lord.’ And 
she worshiped the Lord there.”


Even Mary has a moment of dedication with Jesus when He was just an infant.


Luke 2:22 
“…Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.”


And when Jesus was presented at the Temple, two older people of faith (Simeon 
and Anna) both had moments with the baby where they held Him, pronounced 
God’s blessing over Him, and even prophesied what He would go on to do and 
become.


This is what we believe happens during a dedication moment: Parents present 
their child to God in an act of thanksgiving and dedication to God’s purposes. 
Together, as a family, they worship God.


Spiritual leaders bless, pray over, and declare God’s best for a child.


Here’s how the dedication moment of Jesus concludes:


Luke 2:40 
“And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the 
grace of God was on him.” 



WHAT CAN I EXPECT DURING A CHILD DEDICATION 
CEREMONY? 

During the dedication service, parent(s) express vows before God, their family, 
and the church, declaring their desire to raise the child in a God-honouring way. 
Because parent(s) are the key role models for their children, they play a primary 
role in the dedication service.


Parents will be asked to affirm the following commitments:

•	 Believing that your child is a gift from God, and recognizing your 
responsibility as her parent(s), do you promise with God today to raise this child 
to fear and to love the Lord your God?

•	 Will you pray with them, and for them, will you teach them God’s word 
and the way of salvation in Jesus Christ?

•	 Will you instruct them to be a godly follower of Jesus Christ and to live 
their life fully dedicated to God’s glory.?

•	 Will you today in the presence of God and this church family commit to 
these things?


-A child dedication involves the prayer and commitment of the Christian 
community to encourage and bless both the parents and child - to come 
alongside the parents to be a help and strength in the task that God has given 
them.


Following the commitments made before God and the congregation, the pastor 
will take the opportunity to pray over each child being dedicated.


Then before leaving the platform, you will be given a commemorative gift  and a 
dedication certificate as a reminder of this day when you dedicated your child to 
the Lord.


WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHILD 
DEDICATION AND INFANT BAPTISM? 

In many Christian traditions it is customary to do a ‘baptism’ of an infant, rather 
than just a ‘dedication’. But the Biblical practice of baptism was limited to those 
who are old enough to choose to take that step as a matter of choice. Water 
baptism is an expression of personal faith in Christ. Dedication is designed to 



bless children and is based on the choice that parents make on their child’s 
behalf.


IF I’M A SINGLE PARENT, CAN I DEDICATE MY 
CHILD? 

Absolutely!


In fact, being able to be surrounded by your church family as you begin the 
journey of parenting is a very important thing to do. It is a fantastic symbol of the 
reality that you are not doing this alone.


Many single parents will have someone come and stand with them on the 
platform. It might be one or both of your parents, or a sibling, or a small group 
leader, or a friend. Please make this moment one that you can celebrate with joy.


HOW DO I SIGN UP FOR CHILD DEDICATION? 

We typically host child dedications two or three times a year during our Sunday 
morning services. We will announce upcoming dedications or you can join our 
wait list and we will get you connected once registrations open for the next 
dedication service.
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