
Message from Faith’s Reopening Task Force – Spring 2021 
May 4th, 2021 

Greetings to our Faith family, 
 
Come celebrate the re-opening of our church on Sunday May 16th! 
 
After more than a year of meeting virtually, the Faith Presbyterian Church Reopening Task Force, with 
Session’s approval, plans for on-site worship to resume on Sunday, May 16th. With the recent lower 
volume of COVID-19 cases and deaths and the upward trend in the percentage of those age 16 and older 
vaccinated, we feel we are able to reopen the church safely. 
 
This is the data we evaluated to determine when it would be safe to reopen: 

1. We’ve continued to evaluate the current guidance, from the Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services, the Milwaukee Presbytery, the city of Franklin, and from the Centers for Disease 
Control regarding group gatherings. A number of institutions (churches, restaurants & other 
businesses) have been safely reopening under the guidance of these organizations and we feel 
we are able to do the same.  
 

2. The preparation work that has already been done and is ongoing at the church facility to ensure 
that when we reopen, we can do so safely and efficiently. Since we have already put a lot of 
time and effort into that work, we are prepared to reopen on May 16th. 
 

3. All Wisconsinites ages 16 and older have access to the vaccine. This is promising. Being 
vaccinated is the surest way to ensure your safety and help protect those around you. The 
vaccine is the best way we can beat the virus and end the pandemic – and the Task Force 
encourages all members of Faith to receive the vaccine as soon as you are able. 

 
Gathering together will require changes to our familiar routine: 

• Signing in for worship attendance will be required for tracking purposes in case any worship 
attendees test COVID-19 positive. One member per family will be asked to sign in. 

• Temperatures will be taken when you enter the church building 

• Hand sanitizer will be provided when you enter the church building 

• Wearing a mask will be required beginning with children age three and required regardless of 
whether or not you have been vaccinated.  

• Seating is limited and will be arranged for proper social distancing – thus, you may not be able 
to sit in your favorite spot. Ushers will seat you. We will exit church by rows. 

• Hand-shaking will no longer occur 

• Surfaces will be disinfected regularly 

• Offerings will be placed in our new offering box built by our own David Walker rather than 
passing of offering plates.  

• Changes in Communion – as determined by the Worship Committee, pre-packaged juice and 
Communion wafers will be provided when we celebrate Communion together. 

• Singing will not occur and hymnals and Bibles will be stored away. We will monitor guidance and 
evaluate when we can bring these books back and sing once again. Please bring your own Bible 
if you would like. 

• The nursery & lounge will be closed; children will remain with their parents 

• The kitchen will be closed, and there will be no fellowship time with food and drinks following 
worship. As the weather warms, the deacons plan to hold fellowship outside at a later date.  



Message from Faith’s Reopening Task Force – Spring 2021 
May 4th, 2021 

Realize that these are all initial precautions that will be taken upon reopening the church. The task force 
will monitor the situation to end some of these precautions when it becomes safe to do so - or may 
implement more stringent precautions, including a return to online-only worship if needed.  
 
Deacon Jennifer Gallatin continues to keep our COVID-19 page updated with the work from the task 
force on our church website. You can find more information, including links, meeting notes, and status 
updates at franklinfpc.org/covid-19-updates. 
 
Church services will also be live streamed on Facebook. 
 
Lastly, the Task Force may be calling for your assistance as we consider those with the talents needed to 
help us safely and successfully reopen our building. If asked, please consider the call and know the 
support you provide is needed and appreciated.  
 
We are very excited about being able to worship in-person together again! But it is our responsibility to 
do that as carefully as possible. Remember, caring for each other is the most Christ-like act we can do.  
 
Blessings, 
Glenn Luedtke 
Carol Carden  
Judy Bell 
Brandon Ward 
Jennifer Gallatin 
Brian Genduso 


