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ALIVE IN CHRIST 

Sermon 1 
The Power of Grace 

Romans 6:1-3 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CONCLUSION: ARE YOU ONE OF US?  

“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you 
not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death?” (Romans 6:1–3) (SLIDE #14) 

A. Two Spheres of Life: Adam & Christ 
- Two ways to live 

- The World of Adam —> Ongoing sin, ongoing unbelief 
- The World of Christ —> Repentance & belief 

- Have you been pickled?  (SLIDE #15) 
- Is your death to sin in your own hands or his? 
- Do you long to be out of the jar? 
- Have you missed how your life has been fundamentally changed? 
- Do you need fresh life? 

- Look at the grace of God to us in Jesus Christ! 
- We are who we are because we are united with Christ 
- God treated Jesus on the cross as if He lived your life so He could 

treat you as if you lived His. 

B. The Irresistible Grace of Being In Christ 

- Whatever God does, it’s an act of powerful, irresistible grace. 
- Nothing forces God to speak. He only speaks when He wants to. 
- But when He does speak, things happen… 
- God has spoken to us in Christ — and He has declared salvation! 

- Will you take up that salvation for yourself today? 

INTRODUCTION (MOVIE SLIDE —> SLIDE #2) 

A. Church, Wife & Kids — Greetings, Updates & Additions 

B. Changing Children & Changing Christians 
- Same kids to me, different kids to you — How grace also works 

- Looking back, how have you grown in your love for Jesus? 
- How are you more devoted to Him than you used to be? 

C. Aim of the Conference 
- See who Jesus TRULY is & what Jesus TRULY did 
- See how our IDENTITY in Him changes everything about us 

- *Application* 
- NonXn — Have rejected Jesus, not a religion, philo, rules 
- Unenthusiastic — Want you to see there can’t be a carnal Xn 
- Dried up — There’s still living water here 
- Discipling — This is the one thing we must hand down 

D. Getting Into the Word 
- The Word of God is the standard for everything 

- The need to be a Word-centered church 
- Don’t neglect the word, press into it 

- Concentrated time of studying a small portion: Romans 6:1-14 
- READ THE WHOLE PASSAGE (SLIDES #3-4) 

E. Passage, Points, Prayer 
- Romans 6:1-3 - The Power of Grace 

- Point: The grace of Jesus should actually drive us from sin 
- Points: (SLIDE #5) 

- 1. Too Much Grace? 
- 2. Living In Sin? 
- 3. Baptized Into Christ? 

- Prayer: Our study of God’s Word would grow our love for Jesus, 
causing us to look more & more like him! 
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POINT 1: TOO MUCH GRACE? - Verse 1 (SLIDE #6) 

A. What Exactly Is Grace? 
- Romans — a letter all about God’s glory displayed through the gospel 

- Isaiah 6 — Holy, Holy, Holy…Glory? 

- The glory of God is wrapped up in the gospel of grace 
- Romans 5 — two spheres, Adam/Christ 
- Read Romans 5:17-18 (SLIDE #7 —> SLIDE #8) 

- The bad news of the gospel made plain 
- Death reigns in us because we have followed Adam in sin 
- God will not merely look over our sin, it is ours through & through 
- God has every right to deal justly & fully with your sin 

- God’s character demands holiness from all 
- *Application* — Call NonXn to see their sin for what it is 

B. The Struggle in Presuming Upon Grace 
- What is God’s grace then? 

- That He would give us life when we don’t deserve it, salvation 
- That He would take away our sin & replace it with His holiness 

- Grace like this must be too good to be true — Paul’s concern in Rom.  
- Go back to Romans 6:1 — What’s he asking? 
- If Jesus is who He says He is & did what He said He did, doesn’t 

this kind of grace just cause us to give up on even trying? 
- Transition — With grace like this, we respond in two ways 

- Way #1: Working Our Way to God — Moralistic Christians 
- Paul & Law: 

- OT Problem —> ‘All the LORD has said, we will do’ - Ex. 19:8 
- We think: God could never love me if I’m not good enough 
- We feel: Every time something bad happens, I’m being punished 
- We act: Our joy & love for God is based on our performance 

- Parenting Example 
- Motto: We obey, therefore we are loved 

C. So What Does Physical Baptism ACTUALLY Show? 

- Physical Bapt displays that what was accomplished has been applied 
- Physical Bapt displays that Christ death was our death 
- Physical Bapt displays that Christ payment was sufficient 
- Physical Bapt displays that we have a brand new identity 
- Physical Bapt displays that we have come into the people of God 
- Physical Bapt displays that the work of Christ in us is going public 

- Baptism & the Middle East cultures 

- *Application* — Consider your own baptism (or if you should be) 
- Understand it better: You were proclaiming His death to all! 
- Don’t trust in your baptism, trust in the death it displayed! 

- Paul uses these spiritual truths & physical sings to define who we are. 
- Aunt Bea’s Pickles 

- ‘Baptizo’ an ancient word, most commonly used in pickling 
- Why would Paul use this word here? — Can’t un-pickle 

- Paul is teaching us that in Christ we have been fundamentally changed 
- Our identity is set and secured — we can’t be un-pickled 
- This changes our relationship with everything else 
- Fundamentally, changes our relationship with sin 

- Transition: We’re gonna see all the implications this week — but don’t 
miss who Paul is talking to here… 
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POINT 3: BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST? — Verse 3 (SLIDE #10) 

A. Coming Back to the Question One More Time 
- Let me put it as clearly as possible: Paul is saying that your death to 

sin has already happened —  
- ‘Down At the Cross’ — There to my heart was the Blood applied 

(SLIDE #11) 

- We shouldn’t venture to test grace & go on sinning because our 
relationship to sin itself has changed — based on what Christ has 
done… 

READ ROMANS 6:3 AGAIN 

B. What Does Baptism Mean Here? 

- Day3 Sermon Series on Baptism — is this the baptism Paul means? 

- Baptism in the Bible: 
- OT Cleansing —> Baptism of John (Repentance) (Ac19) 
- Covenant Sign (Circumcision) —> Baptism as Cov’t Sign (Col2) 
- OT People of Generation —> NT People of Regeneration (Jo3) 

- The Spiritual use of the common Term: 
- ‘Baptizo’ doesn’t always mean physical immersion 
- ‘Outward sign of an inward change’ may think about it wrong 
- ‘Present sign of a past event’ better way based on what Paul says 
- We see that Christ actually accomplished salvation — we display 

- For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. (Galatians 3:27) (SLIDE #12 —> SLIDE #13) 

- Way #2: Running Away from God — Apathetic Christians 
- This is where Paul really presses in — he sees the pushback 
- I’ll repent & live devoted later, now’s my time 
- We’ve created lots of people who fall into this category 

- Fire Insurance/Cheap Grace 
- Promoting of decisions, not disciples — Are you a Christian? 
- Minimizing sin & its effects upon families & churches 

- Symptoms: I’ll be fine without my Bible, prayer, my church 
- Motto: I’m so loved, it doesn’t matter if I obey. 

- Transition: But both of these ways miss what grace, gospel is about! 

C. Because Grace Abounds, Should Sin Abound, Too 
- ‘Abound’ — To have more than enough, to meet one’s needs 

- Lewis’ Hudson’s Tomatoes — Unused & starting to rot 
- If I keep going in sin, HEY! I’ll just be displaying God’s grace 

- Sounds crazy, but our flesh will look for any excuse 

- If we find ourselves here — which we all do — this means… 
- We’ve misunderstood what the Christian life is all about 
- We’ve misunderstood what the grace of God can actually do 
- We’ve misunderstood what Jesus actually came to do 

Transition: This is what Paul sets out to help us see & it all deals with I.D. 
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PONT 2: LIVING IN SIN? — Verse 2 (SLIDE #9) 

READ Romans 6:2 again 

A. Answering the Objection 
- Paul Answers his question with a statement & a question of his own 

- Emphatically NO — ‘God forbid it to be so!’ 
- Paul’s own experience with God’s grace — Acts 9 
- Paul’s own experience with Jesus’ people — Acts throughout 

- *Application* — We need more men of God to speak like this! 
- To the world — as they laugh in our faces or dismiss us 
- To the church — as it panders to the cultural feelings 
- To our own hearts — as we battle the lies of sin & Satan 

- As Christians — we must wrestle with understanding what this grace 
of God is exactly & how it is supposed to transform us. 
- So what then? It’s not like we just stop sinning… 

B. You’re Dead to Me! 
- Paul’s answer is followed by a question of his own — LOOK BACK! 

- This question creates the environment for everything else 
- Like the mountain spring 

- Change it into a statement: 
- If you HAVE DIED to sin, then how could you ever think to still 

live in it? 

- “Have died” — in the past & complete, done & over 
- He’s pointing back to something that’s already happened 
- What is he saying here? 

- What is he not saying? 
- Perfectionist: We never sin 
- Moralist: We should be dead, we need to do better 

- He’s talking about our relationship, our identity 
- “You’re dead to me!” — The relationship has changed. 

C. Dealing with Our Identity Crisis 
- Before moving on, we need to deal with identity 

- All the rage these days: Gender & Sexuality, Ethnicity, CT&I 
- Actually leads to the opposite — separating people 
- The reason it doesn’t work is because it ultimately is unbiblical 

- Identity Idolatry 
- We put ourselves ahead of God in deciding who we are. 
- We look for meaning in taking the throne of defining ourselves 
- We use worldly standards to give ourselves meaning 
- The slow creep of Consumeristic Evangelicalism 

- By who’s standard are we to measure ourselves? 
- God’s world, God’s Word, God’s judgment 
- God gives us two categories: 

- The Sphere of Adam (Sin/Death/Separation) 
- Romans 5:12, Acts 17:26 

- The Sphere of Jesus (Righteous/Life/Reconciliation) 
- Romans 5:14-15, 1 Corinthians 15:22 

- In the end, no Jew, no Gentile, no male, no female, no white, no black 
— you’re either in Adam or you are in Christ. 
- Our great need to be transferred from Spheres — Paul says it 

happened! 

D. How Did We Done Die? — The Beauty of the Cross 

- Coming to the question: How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
- What is the event in the past where we died? 
- Where have we been identified in the past as dead? 

- Joe Watts — When were you saved? 2,000 years ago on a tree! 
- This identity changing reality is exactly where Paul goes next… 
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