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SERIES:  THE PRETENDERS.  PART 3:  “WHERE ARE YOU WALKING?” 

  (Introduction)  During week 1 of this series I used counterfeit money as an illustration showing how some 
people may be counterfeit Christians.  Last week we used counterfeit art to make our opening thought.  
Today, think about walking in light or walking in darkness.  Have you ever tried walking very much in the 
dark?  The pastor who married Becky and I was walking in the dark in his home one night, and he did not know 
his wife had left the oven door open all night with some Easy Off Oven Cleaner sprayed inside the oven.  But 
walking in the dark…he found it…the hard way.  Had Pastor Glenn been walking with the lights on, he sure would 
have made it to bed that night in better shape, instead of being banged up and bruised.  Have you had any 
experiences like that?  If you had a light on, you could have avoided the damage you took.
    There are a lot of people who experience damaged lives because they are walking in spiritual darkness.  
For Christians especially, we are to walk in THE LIGHT!  A “Pretender” might act like they know how to 
negotiate through life’s pathways…but because they are really walking in darkness, they can’t see where 
they should walk.  A “Christian” should be honest and say, “I don’t know how or where I should walk in 
life…BUT HE DOES…GOD DOES…AND SINCE GOD IS LIGHT I AM GOING TO WALK IN HIS LIGHT!”

 Part 1:  “WHAT ARE YOU PRACTICING?” (As Christians we are to practice righteousness, not sin)
 Part 2:  “WHO AND HOW ARE YOU LOVING?” (As Christians we are to love others.)
 Part 3:  “WHERE ARE YOU WALKING?”  (As Christians we are to walk in the light.)

    Today in Part 3 and our last message in our series we’ve called“The Pretenders” we are asking the  
question, “WHERE ARE YOU WALKING?”  We are going to be in 1 John 1:5-2:6.  The reason I ask, “Where 
are you walking?”, is because of references to walking in 1 John.  Look with me at two verses 1 John -      
1 John 1:7 - But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. ESV and 1 John 2:6 - whoever says he abides in Him 
ought to walk in the same way in which He walked. ESV.  
     As we walk through 1 John 1:5-2:6 let’s consider three more questions about “where are you walking.”

1. ARE YOU WALKING IN A WAY THAT TRIES TO CONCEAL YOUR SINS?  (1 John 1:5-6, 8, 10; 2:4)

John tells us that GOD IS LIGHT.  1 John 1:5 - This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. ESV.  1 Peter also  tells us when people are saved 
God calls them out of darkness into His marvelous light - 1 Peter 2:9b - “…who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light.” ESV. 1 Thessalonians 5:5 calls believers “children of light.”  But Jesus declares 
people who do wrong hate the light, because the light exposes their evil deeds - John 3:19-20 - 19  And 
this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light 
because their deeds were evil.  20  For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. ESV.  THAT IS WHY SOME PEOPLE TRY TO WALK IN 
A WAY OR LIVE THEIR LIVES IN A WAY THAT ATTEMPTS TO CONCEAL THEIR SINS.  BECAUSE GOD IS 
PURE…GOD IS HOLY…GOD IS LIGHT…THEY TRY TO HIDE THEIR SINS AND TRY TO PRETEND THEY 
ARE WITHOUT SIN.  WHEN A PERSON IS SUCH A PRETENDER THEY EXPERIENCE SERIOUS LOSSES…

 THE PERSON THAT TRIES TO CONCEAL THEIR SIN EXPERIENCES A LOSS OF TRUTH.
- They lie to others - 1 John 1:6 - If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in 

darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. ESV.  Spiritual decline, even in the life of a 
believer, begins with a departure from God’s truth.  A person might “say” they are having 
fellowship with God, just to sound spiritual to their acquaintances…or to act spiritual at church, 
when in reality they are lying because they are really walking in darkness.

- They lie to themselves - 1 John 1:8 - If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. ESV.   The spiritual decline continues even deeper, to the point a person 
believes their own lies.  They pretend or ignore their sin, and thus begin to lie to themselves…
drink their own Kool-aide!  They become so obsessed with covering up their sins, they are not 
even concerned with God’s truth being applied to their lives.

 THE PERSON THAT TRIES TO CONCEAL THEIR SIN EXPERIENCES A LOSS OF GOD’S 
WORD.

- They act like God is a Liar - 1 John 1:10a -  “If we say we have not sinned, we make Him a 
liar,…” ESV.  Rather than apply the truth of God’s Word (“all have sinned”); rather than allow 
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God’s word to convict them of walking in darkness, a pretender, pretends he or she has not 
sinned.  By doing so, in essence they are saying “God is a liar.”  Which also leads to this…

- Then they reject the authority of God’s Word in their lives - 1 John 1:10b -  “…and His word 
is not in us.” ESV.  Rather than apply the Word of God to their own lives, they ignore it, and thus 
God’s Word is not the guiding force it should be for how we are living or walking in life.  They 
might want to apply the Bible to others, to make themselves feel better about their own sin, but 
they fail to apply God’s Word to their own lives.  They may even begin to contradict God’s Word, 
doubt God’s Word, to get conviction off of their lives.  ILL:  YOU CANNOT READ THE BIBLE WHEN 
YOU ARE WALKING IN THE DARK!  So people who are pretenders, walk in darkness to keep themselves 
from being confronted with truth!   ILL:  A person who decides to take a walk on the dark-side, and begins 
to reject God’s Truth and God’s Word has lost their LIGHT and LAMP - Psalm 119:105 - “Your word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” ESV

 THE PERSON THAT TRIES TO CONCEAL THEIR SIN EXPERIENCES A LOSS OF 
FELLOWSHIP.  1 John 1:6-7a - If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another,…”ESV.  The implication is clear…just saying you have fellowship 
with God while you are in fact walking/living in darkness is not fellowship.  It is a pretended 
fellowship.  And if you are thus not walking in the light, as Christ is in the light…you do not 
have authentic fellowship with God or other believers.  Light produces life and growth and 
beauty, but sin is darkness; and DARKNESS AND LIGHT CANNOT EXIST IN THE SAME PLACE 
AT THE SAME TIME. If we are walking in the light, the darkness has to go. If we are holding to 
sin, then the light goes. There is no middle ground, no vague "gray" area, where sin is 
concerned.  THUS TRUE FELLOWSHIP DISAPPEARS = 2 Corinthians 6:14 - Do not be unequally 
yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what 
fellowship has light with darkness? ESV
 THE PERSON THAT TRIES TO CONCEAL THEIR SIN EXPERIENCES A LOSS OF THEIR 
CHARACTER.  1 John 2:4 - “Whoever says "I know Him" but does not keep His commandments is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him,…” ESV They become a Liar (not just a person who may tell a lie, 
but is a liar by their habit, and thus become known as a liar…and their character is lost.)

Is it any wonder that God warns, "He that covers his sins shall not prosper"? (Proverbs 28:13)  If we 
want to enjoy God’s blessings, we must never cover our sins.  Instead we should confess our sins!

2.  ARE YOU WALKING IN A WAY THAT CONFESSES YOUR SINS?  (1 John 1:7, 9)

1 John 1:7 - But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. ESV. THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST 
CLEANSES US FROM ALL SIN!  John calls Jesus “the Propitiation” for our sin in 1 John 2:2.  That 
means that God is satisfied with the sacrifice of Jesus as paying the full price for our sins and 
the sins of the world.  But John also calls Jesus our “Advocate” in 1 John 2:1.  Jesus is the 
“Propitiation for the sin of the world” but Jesus is only the “Advocate” for believers…for those 
who place Fatih in Him. The word "advocate" is similar to lawyer. The word John uses is the very 
same word Jesus used when He was talking about the coming of the Holy Spirit (John 14:16,26; 
15:26). It means, literally, "one called alongside.”  Jesus represents us before God’s throne, and 
the evidence of His fully obedient sacrifice…based on the merits of what Jesus has done in our 
place…makes it possible for us to be forgiven of our sins.  So Jesus is our lawyer, our 
representative before the Father, Christ is there as “one called alongside” us, as we confess our 
sins to Him.  Because Christ lives for us at God's right hand, He can apply His sacrifice to our 
needs day by day.  BUT THE ONE WHO IS OUR SACRIFICE…AS OUR ADVOCATE, ASKS WHEN 
WE HAVE SINNED THAT WE CONFESS OUR SINS TO HIM. 1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ESV
What does that mean…to confess?  It is much more than just “admitting” we have sinned.  God 
already knows that.  The word “confess” actually means "to say the same thing [about]." To 
confess sin, then, means to say the same thing about sin that God says about it. Confession is 
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not praying a lovely prayer, or making pious excuses, or trying to impress God and other 
Christians. True confession is naming sin - calling it by name what God calls it…viewing sin as 
God views sin; confession means being honest with ourselves and with God, and if others are 
involved, being honest with them too. It is more than admitting sin. It means judging sin and 
facing it squarely…dropping any and all excuses…and seeing sin for what it is…rebellion 
against God.  
ILL: A Christian counselor was trying to help a man who had come forward during an evangelistic 
meeting. "I'm a Christian," the man said, "but there's sin in my life, and I need help." The counselor 
showed him 1 John 1:9 and suggested that the man confess his sins to God.  But the man began 
praying, "O Father, if we have done anything wrong… - " "Just a minute!" the counselor interrupted. 
"Don't drag me into your sin! My brother, it's not 'if' or 'we' — you'd better get down to business with 
God!”  BUT CONFESSION OF SIN IS NOT A CHEAP “GET OUT OF TROUBLE CARD” YOU PLAY AND 
THEN TURN AROUND AND GO BACK INTO SIN, BECAUSE YOU KNOW GOD WILL FORGIVE YOU!  YOU 
NEED TO REMEMBER THE GREAT PRICE JESUS PAID AS HE SUFFERED ON THE CROSS FOR SIN.   
NOTE:  An authentic Christian IS FORGIVEN OF SIN and proclaimed “JUSTIFIED” BY GOD…BUT GOD 
ALSO DESIRES THE CHRISTIAN TO STAY “CLEANSED.”  THIS TYPE OF CONFESSION IS NOT ABOUT 
BEING SAVED, BUT ABOUT MAINTAINING FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD.

3. ARE YOU WALKING IN A WAY THAT CAN CONQUER YOUR SINS? (1 John 2:1-3, 4-6)

This 3rd way of walking means you can have victory over your sins…your sins do not have to 
control you!  1 John 2:1a - 1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. ESV.  As we have already seen in this series, we are not to habitually practice sin.  But if we 
do sin…we have Christ…who is called “The righteous” as our Advocate that I talked about 
earlier. 1 John 2:1b-2 - But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 2  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world. ESV.  
Because Jesus Christ is our Advocate and our Propitiation or Sacrifice for sin…we should 
demonstrate our affection for Him by obeying Him - 1 John 2:3 - And by this we know that we 
have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. ESV.   Keep reading - 1 John 2:4-6 - 4 
Whoever says "I know Him" but does not keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him, 5 but whoever keeps His word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may 
be sure that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in Him ought to walk in the same way in 
which He walked. ESV.  We should love God enough to keep His Word…to keep His command-
ments…by doing so we show a more perfect love for God.  It gives us additional evidence we are 
authentic Christians instead of just “Pretenders.”   ABIDING IN HIM…SHOULD LOOK LIKE 
HIM…we should WALK IN THE SAME WAY JESUS WALKED!  Walking the same way Jesus 
walked will help us conquer our sins instead of our sins conquering us!  So study the life of 
Jesus…walk like Him…not to be saved, but because you are saved!
(Conclusion)  Where are you walking?  In the light or in the darkness?  Are you walking in a way 
that tries to “conceal your sin?”  If so, you are losing out on a lot! (“truth, God’s word, fellowship, 
character”)  Are you walking in a way that “confesses sin”…you call sin what God calls sin…you 
admit it and confess it to Him?  Are you walking in a way that can “conquer your sins?”  Are you 
walking like Jesus???
By the way…what is the main commandment we should be concerned with?  - 1 John 3:23 - And 
this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as 
He has commanded us. ESV
1 John 5:9-12 - 9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony 
of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in 
himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that 
God has borne concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. 12  Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
ESV. DO YOU KNOW FOR SURE YOU HAVE THE SON?  OR ARE YOU JUST A PRETENDER?


