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Series:  “SERIOUSLY SERVING”  Part 2:  “SOWING THE RIGHT CROP” - Galatians 6:7-10       

Sunday, January 24, 2020 

     (INTRODUCTION) Our theme verse for this series of messages is, “Little children, let us not love with word or 
with tongue, but in deed and truth.”   (1 John 3:18)  As Christians, our love is to involve more than just words or 
what we say…we are to love through our deeds with an authentic Christ-type love!  (THE LOVE OUR WORLD 
NEEDS RIGHT NOW IS AUTHENTIC CHRISTIAN LOVE, PROVING ITSELF WITH DEEDS AND TRUTH!) 
     Today as we continue focusing upon “Seriously Serving” we’re looking at Galatians 6:7-10, and our 
message title is, “SOWING THE RIGHT CROP.”  Join me in your Bibles and stand in honor of God’s Word as we 
read our main Scriptures for today - Galatians 6:7-10 - 7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever 
one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but 
the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for 
in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, 
and especially to those who are of the household of faith.  ESV.  [Pray and ask people to be seated] 
     The verses leading up to our main Scripture text we just read, gives some background to Paul’s teaching on 
sowing and reaping.  Paul doesn’t use the word “sow” until verse 7, but what Paul writes in verses 1-6 is 
dealing with sowing. In Galatians 6:1-6 we are to sow into people’s lives by gently restoring them when 
they fall. (v1)  (Use gentleness…remember you may fall and need their help one day!) (And we are warned to 
watch ourselves, that you don’t fall into temptation when trying to help restore others.) We are to sow into the 
lives of others, and they are to sow into our lives, by bearing each other’s burdens. (v2)  We are to 
personally sow in ministry, instead of thinking we are something we are not…test our own work, and 
have our own ministry, instead of boasting in the ministry of someone else. (v3-4)  We are all to sow, 
bearing our personal ministry load. (v5)  And we are to sow by supporting or giving to the ministry of 
those who teach us the Word. (v6). Verse 6 focuses upon sharing or giving to someone who teaches you the 
Word. By providing support or giving to such ministry, you are “sowing” in a way that reaps eternal things, 
instead of wasting money on temporal things that will not last eternally.  
      Now let’s look at our main Scripture, verses 7-10, and ask ourselves if we are “SOWING THE RIGHT 
CROP?”  As Christians, we should be sure we’re sowing the right kind of crop…spiritually!  Just like 
farmers plant crops so they themselves and others can be fed and benefit from their work, as followers of 
Christ, we are to sow in such a way that both we and others can benefit from our good works.   WE ARE 
TO BE SOWING AND REAPING FOR CHRIST!  With that in mind, notice THREE PRINCIPLES the Apostle 
Paul gives us about “sowing the right crop…” 

1. PRINCIPLE #1 - SOWING AND REAPING.  (v7-8) 

Galatians 6:7-8 - 7  Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 
For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will 
from the Spirit reap eternal life. ESV 

 A Dangerous Deception. - Galatians 6:7a - “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked,…” Do not be 
deceived - Do not roam from the truth.  The passive tense indicates that some of the Galatians had already 
been deceived in this matter of sowing.  God is not mocked - The Supreme God / absolutely is not / the 
snout; turn up the nose at; to make mouth at; to ridicule. This could also be translated "God is not fooled" or 
"You cannot mock [or fool] God." Maybe they were just acting like they were sowing into the lives of 
others, or acting like they were sowing into ministry, or pretending to give to support ministry, when 
in fact they were not doing so.  They thought they could “mock God” and get away with it.  Don’t 
roam from the truth…you cannot mock God or turn your nose up at God! 
 A Natural Law. - Galatians 6:7b - 7b  “…for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.”       
“Sow” - extending; scatter; spread, utilize, invest.  “Reap” - a crop; to harvest; reap.  WHAT YOU 
SOW YOU WILL REAP! The basic principle of sowing and reaping is found throughout the entire 
Bible. God has ordained that we reap what we sow…IT IS A NATURAL LAW!  ILL: The farmer who 
sows wheat can expect to reap wheat.  It would certainly be a surprise if you planted corn and 
pumpkins came up….or planted tomatoes and a crop of marijuana came up!  Tell that to the judge. It's 
a natural law that we reap what we sow. The principle holds true in other areas as well…from 
farming to finances…to relationships…to serving Christ and others…etc…. What you put into 
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whatever it is, affects what you get out of it.   What kind of seeds are you sowing?  Temporal 
seeds?  Worldly seeds?  Or seeds with Eternal value? 
 A Cause and Effect. - Galatians 6:8 - For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh 
reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. ESV 
Actions leads to results or consequences. Whatever we practice as the core values in our 
lives, determines the course of our lives.   “Flesh” - symbolic of what is external; the fallen human 
nature with it’s frailties and passions; carnal part of man’s nature.  “Reap” - a crop; to harvest; reap. 
“Corruption” - decay; ruin; root word - to shrivel or wither away. “Spirit” - current of air (Note: God breathed 
and man became a living soul); used to refer to the Holy Spirit.  “Eternal life” - life / perpetual.  The point 
being made is that you can sow (extend; scatter; spread; utilize; invest) in the external things of 
this world; the fallen nature with it’s passions; the carnal side of man’s existence…and such 
sowing will not last.  You will have invested in what will only pass away; decay; wither away.  OR, 
YOU CAN SOW TO THE SPIRIT; SOW TO GOD’S PURPOSES; AND BY DOING SO YOU ARE 
INVESTING IN WHAT WILL LAST FOREVER!  If you plant to please your own desires, you'll 
reap a crop of sorrow and evil. If you plant to please God, you'll reap joy and eternal rewards. 

- Jesus taught the importance of investing our time and utilizing our resources wisely for 
the kingdom. He said, "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, . . . but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven. . . . For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also" (Matt 6:19-21 NKJV). Paul's teaching here in Galatians  parallels what Jesus taught.


- Every Christian should look at their finances, their resources, their talents and spiritual 
gifts like seeds.  If we wrongly plant those seeds, in worldly things, those seeds are ultimately 
wasted.  BUT IF WE PLANT OUR FINANCIAL SEEDS, OUR TIME SEEDS; OUR TALENT 
SEEDS…IF WE PLANT IN ETERNAL THINGS WE REAP A HARVEST THAT LASTS FOREVER!   

- AND WE NEED TO SOW BOUNTIFULLY SO WE CAN REAP BOUNTIFULLY - 2 Corinthians 
9:6 - The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. ESV 

2. PRINCIPLE #2 - CULTIVATING AND REAPING.  (v9) 

Galatians 6:9 - And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up. ESV.  “Grow weary” - to be bad or weak; fail in heart; faint.  “Doing good” - make or do in a wide sense / 
that which is beautiful; good; valuable; virtuous.  “Due season” - a set or proper time; an occasion.  “Reap” - a 
crop; to harvest; reap. “If we do not give up” - relax; faint; root word - to loosen action or motion / not. 
ILL:  A farmer has to keep working or cultivating his crops.  Plowing the ground, breaking up the 
hard ground into furrows is not enough.  He must then plant the seed.  The farmer cannot make the 
seed grow, but if needed he can water it.  The farmer may have to weed the garden, spray insecticides 
to protect the crop, etc.  He plants by faith, awaiting the seed to grow and the harvest to come.  And 
then the farmer has to put in the work involved in the harvesting the crop.  IF THE FARMER 
WERE TO GROW WEARY OF HIS WORK, THE HARVEST WOULD NEVER HAPPEN! 
IN SIMILAR FASHION…AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE TO BE SOWING SPIRITUAL SEED…GOSPEL 
SEED.  WE ARE NOT DOING GOOD IN ORDER TO BE SAVED…BUT WE ARE DOING GOOD 
BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN SAVED!  WE ARE SOWING WITH ETERNITY IN MIND!  Instead of 
sowing into worldly things that will not last, we are to be sowing for an everlasting crop!  SO WE 
CANNOT AFFORD TO GROW WEARY OF DOING GOOD!!!  THERE IS TOO MUCH AT STAKE!  We 
must keep working…cultivating the lives of others…plowing hard hearts…planting Gospel Seeds…
continuing to labor…watering the Seed we have planted…praying for God to shine His Light upon 
their hearts…that the Seed we have planted will take root and grow.  AND IN DUE SEASON…THE 
HARVEST WILL COME IF WE DO NOT GIVE UP. 
This is true of evangelism or other ministry.  We may not see an immediate harvest…or 
immediate results.  THE FARMER DOES NOT SEE AND INSTANT HARVEST…and we may not either. 
[That is the point I’ve been making today by planting a seed and watering it!  No instant plant!]  The farmer 
doesn’t plant a corn seed and “poof” there is stalk with ears of corn.  He doesn’t plant watermelon seeds and 
suddenly out of the ground comes a huge, red, ripe and juicy watermelon!  He can’t plant the seed of a tomato 
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and stand there with bread and mayonnaise waiting to make a sandwich!  THE DUE SEASON MAY NOT 
OCCUR UNTIL WE SEE RESULTS ONE DAY IN HEAVEN…BUT GOD PROMISES US THROUGH PAUL’S 
WRITING THAT THE HARVEST WILL COME…WE WILL REAP IN DUE SEASON IF WE DO NOT GIVE UP! 
Application:  That difficult kid in children’s ministry…don’t give up…don’t grow weary of doing good 
toward that child.  That wayward youth…don’t give up!  A crazy world, with pandemics and the likes…
THAT IS NO REASON TO GIVE UP…IF ANYTHING IT IS ALL THE MORE REASON WHY WE NEED 
TO BE DOING MINISTRY!!!  WE MUST KEEP WORKING; KEEP SOWING; KEEP CULTIVATING 
MINISTRY; KEEP CULTIVATING PEOPLE’S LIVES, SO WE CAN REAP A HARVEST! 

3. PRINCIPLE #3 - SERVING AND REAPING.  (v10) 

Galatians 6:10 - So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who 
are of the household of faith.  ESV.   “As we have opportunity” - in the manner / we hold or possess / an 
occasion; a set time; an opportune time (Kairos).  “Let us do good to everyone” - to toil; labor; a task; an 
occupation / good in any sense; good that is a benefit / unto; toward; pertaining to; beside of / all; every; the 
whole.  “Especially to those who are of the household of faith” - plural form of the superlative; most in the 
greatest degree / unto; toward; pertaining to; beside of / domestic; relative; adherent; root word - a dwelling / 
persuaded; moral conviction; especially reliance upon Christ for salvation. 
Since we are talking about people’s lives…sowing into their lives…cultivating their lives…
SERVING THEM FOR THE SAKE OF CHRIST AND HIS GOSPEL…WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND 
THE OPPORTUNITY IS THERE!  ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS LOOK!  We are told to do good to 
EVERYONE!  So that means opportunities to do good are everywhere!  WE HAVE OPPORTUNE 
TIMES…AND WE NEED TO BE SURE WE DON’T MISS THOSE OPPORTUNE TIMES!  We are to 
do good to people who are nothing like us.  We are to do good to people who may not like us, 
nor we them.  Jesus even tells us to love our enemies, and do good toward them - Matthew 5:44 
- “But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,…” (ESV) 
“THEY DON’T DESERVE IT!!!”, we may think.  WELL…NONE OF US DESERVED THE LOVE AND 
THE GOOD THAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US IN CHRIST!!!   
And everyone ESPECIALLY includes other believers (and sometimes they can be difficult to do 
good for!)  This doesn’t mean the church is to be an inward focused click or club.  Paul already said, 
“EVERYONE!”  We are to do good to the “community” and also to the “church!”  But because 
believers in that day, and increasingly today, were persecuted, other believers need us to do good 
toward them…we need other believers to do good toward us!  WE MUST ENCOURAGE EACH 
OTHER SO WE DO NOT GROW WEARY IN DOING GOOD!  REMEMBER, WE’RE TRYING TO 
REACH A LOST WORLD…AND IF WE FAIL TO DO GOOD TO EACH OTHER AS BELIEVERS…
THE LOST WORLD WILL NOT WANT TO BE PART OF OUR FAMILY!   Remember Jesus' words: 
"By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another" (John 13:35 NIV). 
QUOTE:  The correct attitude toward other people is not "I'm better than you and I'll prove it" or "You're better 
than I and I resent it," but "You are a person of importance in your own right (because God made you in his 
own image and Christ died for you) and it is my joy and privilege to serve you.” — John Stott  

(CONCLUSION)  Are you “sowing the right crop?”  Are you sowing to your own desires, to your own 
flesh…or are you sowing for the spiritual desires of God?  Are you sowing your time, money and talents in 
ways that will be wasted and wither away?  OR ARE YOU SOWING YOUR LIFE, YOUR TIME, MONEY, 
RESOURCES, TALENTS AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS IN A WAY THAT WILL LAST FOR ETERNITY??? 
Sowing seeds of kindness to those in need expresses Christ's love and prepares hearts to receive the 
gospel.  (The field must be prepared, sowed and cared for before the harvest can come!  So it is with a 
person’s heart!  Before the Gospel seed can be planted, watered, and harvested…the “ground” of that 
heart must be prepared!!!). So let’s make commitments to “sow seeds” in the lives of the lost in this 
world…to sow seeds in our communities.  But let’s also commit to “sow seeds” to each other…to sow 
seeds in the Church…bearing each other’s burdens…encouraging each other that we will not faint and 
give up…SO WE MIGHT SOW SEEDS OF DOING GOOD TOGETHER FOR THE SAKE OF CHRIST AND HIS 
GOSPEL!  LET’S BE SURE WE ARE “SOWING THE RIGHT CROP!”


