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SERIES:  “LOVE”  Part 1:  “WHY WE LOVE.” 

February 5, 2023 

     (Introduction)  So we have now arrived at the “LOVE MONTH” of 2023.  In other words, 
Valentines Day is just around the corner…so listen up you men out there and don’t forget 
Valentines Day!  So for this month we are going to focus upon the topic of love and the simple name 
of our series of messages this month is “LOVE.” 
     Now that being said…we are not going to focus upon romantic love this month!  Instead we 
are going to consider a much higher level of love that we as Christians should have active in our 
lives.  But I believe the type of love we are going to focus upon will have an impact upon all the 
other forms of love people tend to think about.  The Bible speaks about various types of love.  
There is brotherly love (Philia), sensual or romantic love (Eros), family type of love (Storge) and of 
course the God type of benevolent, charitable love (Agape).

     In this series, the primary focus will be upon the God type of love…the love He has provided 
toward us…and the type of love we should offer toward others.  However through practicing the 
God-type of love…all of the other forms of love will be greatly enhanced and correctly balanced 
in our lives because of our focus upon God’s love.  For example:  The more we practice God’s 
type of love, the greater capacity we will have to practice brotherly love!  The more we focus 
upon God’s love…the more we should consider God’s will for our lives and others…and this will 
correctly balance the sensual or erotic type of love.  In like fashion, the more we allow God’s 
love to impact our lives and strive to practice God’s type of love toward others…the better we 
will be able to love our families. 
     Today we begin this series about “Love” by considering “WHY WE LOVE.”  Why should we 
who know Christ as our Savior “love”?  Why should we as followers of Christ “love.”  And if you 
do not know Christ as your Savior, ask yourself if you will accept His love for you and allow 
Christ to live out His love through your life? 
     The world has many reasons why we should love.  But the world has greatly twisted what 
real love really is about.  Our culture has almost delegated the word love to refer only to sexual 
or intimate love…BUT LOVE IS SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST THAT!  In the 60’s and early 70’s 
people even reversed the phrase, “God is Love” to mean “Love is God,” which is a great 
perversion of the essence of Love, which is God Himself.  (1 John 4:16b - “God is love…”).  So 
what are some reasons why we should love? 

1.  WE SHOULD LOVE BECAUSE GOD FIRST LOVED US!  (1 John 4:16-21) 

We don’t love because of our own personal great benevolent capacity to love!  We don’t love 
because of the great enlightened dignity of humanity!  (Remember, all have sinned?  Remember 
the heart is deceitfully wicked…who can know it?). No…instead we have the capacity and the 
motivation to love with the God type of love BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US! 

God Loved us PERFECTLY. 1 John 4:16-21 - 16 So we have come to know and to believe the 
love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in 
him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, 
because as He is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. ESV 
- Verse 16a - We absolutely know and trust in the benevolent, charitable love God has 

(holds as a possession) for (in a fixed position of rest) us BECAUSE GOD’S SON JESUS 
DIED FOR US!  Note: “So” points back to this:  1 John 4:10 - “In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” ESV    
1 John 4:14 - “And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of 
the world.” ESV 

- Verse 16b - God IS benevolent, charitable love, (WHICH HE PROVED THROUGH JESUS) so 
ABIDING in the fixed position of rest in His Love (THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS) means we 
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are ABIDING IN (a fixed position of rest) HIM and HE IN (a fixed position of rest) US!  
(THROUGH JESUS) 

- Verse 17 - By this - Through God’s Love…through Jesus…His love is perfected 
(completed, consummated) in us…WHICH GIVES US CONFIDENCE (boldness; assurance) 
FOR THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT! (“…because as He is (just as He is) so also are we (we 
exist) in this world.”).  BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN MADE LIKE HIM - given His 
righteousness;  God looks at believers and sees Jesus; adopted into God’s family; etc…) 

- Verse 18 - Because God has loved us with His benevolent, charitable love; perfectly, 
(completely)…through Christ…THERE IS NO (absolute negative) FEAR IN (in a fixed 
position of rest) LOVE (God’s benevolent, charitable love).  God’s PERFECT LOVE 
(completed benevolent, charitable love) casts out (throws out in an intense way) fear!  
Fear has to do with punishment and Jesus took our punishment upon the cross…so we 
should not fear if we know we have been PERFECTED (completed, made perfect) in God’s 
love!  NOTE:  If you are still fearful of judgment…maybe you have not fully understood 
being perfected in God’s love through Christ! 

God Loved us MOTIVATIONALLY. 1 John 4:19 - “We love because He first loved us.” ESV.  We 
should be motivated by His Love for us to Love Him and others! Change in the form of agape 
love - “love” - to love in a social or moral sense; root word to breath after; Greek tense is 
plural; first person (I or we) present (now); active (doing so); indicative (straight forward 
assertion or statement of fact).  We (emphatic) thus love…we are motivated to love…given 
the capacity to love…BECAUSE GOD FIRST (foremost in place, order or importance) LOVED 
US!  God loved us socially and in a moral sense…God breathed after us…so we should love 
others!  GOD’S LOVE TOOK THE INITIATIVE TOWARD US AND WE ARE TO TAKE THE 
INITIATIVE IN LOVING OTHERS! 
- Then John, under Divine inspiration, drives this truth about love in a practical way:  1 John 

4:20-21 - 20  If anyone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this 
commandment we have from Him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. ESV.


2.  WE SHOULD LOVE BECAUSE JESUS COMMANDED US TO LOVE! 

  Christians Are Commanded To LOVE EACH OTHER.   John 13:34-35 - 34  A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another:  just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another.  35  By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another." ESV.  Jesus is not giving a “suggestion” to His disciples…or to us as His 
followers today.  Jesus gives a “new commandment.”  (“New” in terms of “freshness.”  
“Commandment” - authoritative prescription or precept; root word - to enjoin in a fixed 
position.). The commandment is “to love one another” - a reduplicated love, each to the other.  
AND HERE IS THE STRENGTH OR MOTIVATION OF THIS COMMAND - “JUST AS I HAVE 
LOVED YOU, YOU ALSO ARE TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER.”  (just as - in the same way that Christ 
loved us).  (When Jesus said this, it was before the cross.  No doubt after the cross and 
resurrection this statement took on even greater meaning - a sacrificial love.  But in the 
moment, Jesus was telling His disciples to consider all the ways He had loved them, calling 
them, teaching them, caring for them, serving them; etc…and do the same for each other.). IT 
IS BY THIS PRACTICED; REDUPLICATED LOVE TOWARD EACH OTHER THAT OTHERS 
WOULD KNOW THEY WERE AUTHENTIC DISCIPLES OF JESUS…IF THEY HAVE LOVE FOR 
ONE ANOTHER!  That is still a clear call from Jesus to us today!  We must love one another 
and through doing so prove to a lost world we are truly followers of Christ and being a 
follower of Christ makes a difference in how we treat others!  
  Christians Are Commanded To LOVE GOD.  Mark 12:28-30 - And one of the scribes came up 
and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, 
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"Which commandment is the most important of all?" Jesus answered, "The most important is, 
'Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  And you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'  ESV.  
Jesus said…and I am banking on Him knowing…the most important command is to LOVE 
GOD…WITH ALL THAT WE ARE!    We are to love God with all our emotions…with the very 
center of who we are…all our thoughts and feelings!  We are to love God with all our breath!  
We are to love God with all our deep thoughts; our disposition; to exercise the mind.  We are to 
love God with all our forcefulness or ability or power!  This is a specific part of the 10 
Commandments given to Israel…BUT CONSIDER HOW MUCH MORE THIS SHOULD BE TRUE 
FOR US ON THIS SIDE OF THE CROSS! 
  Christians Are Commanded to LOVE OTHERS.  Mark 12:31 - The second is this: 'You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these.” ESV.  We will 
unpack this more later in this series when we consider “WHO SHOULD WE LOVE”…but for now 
notice Jesus attached loving others in second importance to loving God.  He did not say the 
next most important thing is loving yourself…but loving your neighbor.  Who is your neighbor?  
Anyone you are standing in close proximity to! 

3.  WE SHOULD LOVE BECAUSE LOVE SHOULD BE PRODUCED IN US! 

Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  ESV 
The Bible teaches that every person who is redeemed through faith in Christ is INDWELLED BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD!  In other words, God, by His Spirit, lives in every believer!  And the 
Holy Spirit will produce “fruit” in the life of all believers who surrender to His control.  Galatians 
5:22-23 gives us a list of “fruit” the Holy Spirit will produce in the life of a believer who 
surrenders control of their life to the direction of the Holy Spirit.   
NOTICE THE FIRST FRUIT LISTED IS “LOVE.”  The Holy Spirit produced fruit of love will impact 
all of the other fruit - “joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control.”  We should desire to produce all the fruit…not because of some legalistic rules…
BUT BECAUSE GOD’S LOVE IS ACTIVE IN OUR LIVES!  So as Christians, WE ARE TO LOVE 
BECAUSE LOVE IS SOMETHING GOD WANTS TO PRODUCE IN OUR LIVES!  Love should be a 
“fruit” other people can benefit from and experience from our lives!  They should see God’s love 
growing in our lives and flowing from our lives.   
(Conclusion)  WHY SHOULD WE LOVE???  As Christians, we should love BECAUSE GOD FIRST 
LOVED US!  God, through Christ, has loved us PERFECTLY!  Through Christ, believers are made 
perfect through the righteousness of Christ.  Through what Christ as done for us, we should be 
MOTIVATED to love Him and others! 
Why should we love???  We should love BECAUSE CHRIST COMMANDS US TO LOVE!  We are 
to love each other as Christ loved us.  We are to love God first and foremost with all that we are!  
We are to love others! 
Why should we love???  We should love because as Christians, indwelled by God’s Spirit, His 
love should be naturally produced as a fruit in our lives!  
If Christ is your Savior…ask yourself what is growing in your life?  Is it His Love?  If you are not a 
Christian…if you have not really trusted in Christ…why not surrender to His perfect love today?  
Are you afraid of the judgment?  Perfect love…experiencing the Perfect Love of Christ…casts 
out all fear! 


