
SERIES:  “HIS CROSS - YOUR CROSS”   PART ONE:  “HIS CROSS!” 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 - 18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to 
save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men. ESV. 

1 Corinthians 1:18 - For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved it is the power of God. KJV 

1.  THE CROSS OF CHRIST DEMONSTRATES GOD’S POWER! 

1 Corinthians 1:18 -  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. ESV 

1. Lost in Sin.  

2.  Saved from Sin.  
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone 
who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek" (Romans 1:16 NKJV).


2.  THE CROSS OF CHRIST DESTROYS WORLDLY WISDOM!  

1 Corinthians 1:19-20 - 19 For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ESV 
Isaiah 29:13-14 - And the Lord said: "Because this people draw near with their mouth and honor me 
with their lips, while their hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a commandment taught by 
men, 14 therefore, behold, I will again do wonderful things with this people, with wonder upon 
wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the discernment of their discerning 
men shall be hidden.” ESV   

“So where does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the world's brilliant debaters? God has 
made them all look foolish and has shown their wisdom to be useless nonsense. (1 Corinthians 1:20 
NLT) 

3.  THE CROSS OF CHRIST DISPLAYS GOD’S WISDOM! 

1 Corinthians 1:21-25 - 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block 
to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. ESV 


