
SERIES:  “HIS CROSS - YOUR CROSS”   PART ONE:  “HIS CROSS!” 

   (INTRODUCTION) THIS IS THE TIME OF YEAR FOR US TO CELEBRATE THE CRUCIFIXION AND 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST!  That statement might sound odd to someone who doesn’t have faith in 
Christ.  Typically people don’t celebrate executions.  (Although I am sure people have when maybe someone was 
executed who had murdered their family member)…but normally we don’t “celebrate” an execution.  But that is 
what the crucifixion of Christ was!  Crucifixion was a Roman method of execution…reserved mostly for criminals.  
It was illegal to crucify a Roman citizen. And it was considered improper to talk about crucifixion as a 
conversation piece in their culture…just like we would not sit at the dinner table and talk about the gas chamber 
or the electric chair.  BUT AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE TO TALK ABOUT AND CELEBRATE THE CRUCIFIXION 
OF JESUS, BECAUSE HE ACCOMPLISHED SALVATION THROUGH HIS CROSS AND SACRIFICIAL DEATH! 
     We certainly should CELEBRATE THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST!  His resurrection proves everything 
else Jesus said and claimed is true!  Jesus said He would take His life back up on the third day and HE DID!  
This gives us faith that Christ fully paid for their sins and through Jesus we too will live forever with Him. 
     For our Easter series at Day3 we are doing a two-part mini series we are calling, “HIS CROSS - YOUR 
CROSS!”  Today’s focus is “HIS CROSS”…THE CROSS OF JESUS!  And on Easter Sunday we will attach 
what Jesus has done for us to our daily lives and focus upon “YOUR CROSS”…my Cross…our Cross! 
     Many people are confused by the Cross of Jesus!  People miss the real significance of His Cross.  That 
has been true for ages.  The Jews were looking for a Political type Messiah, who come come and vanquish 
the Roman Empire, set up the Throne of David, thus restoring the glory of Israel.  They weren’t expecting a 
Messiah to come and be executed on cross normally reserved for the worst criminals.  Many people in Greek 
culture were confused by the Cross and the bodily resurrection of Christ.  So that is one of the reasons the 
Apostle Paul writes a letter to the Corinthian’s who had become Christians, that we know as the New Testament 
book of 1 Corinthians.  To the “intellectual Greeks,” they saw the Cross of Jesus as foolishness.  The 
Greeks were used to trusting in their very cultured lives…trusting in human wisdom and philosophies.    
     So part of the reason God inspired Paul to write 1 Corinthians was to contrast the Wisdom of God and 
the Power of the Gospel with weakness of man’s wisdom. Let’s read part of 1 Corinthians found in                 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 - 18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to 
save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men. ESV.  1 Corinthians 1:18 - For the preaching of the cross is 
to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. KJV 
     Notice with me “three important truths” about “His Cross”…the Cross of Christ… 

1.  THE CROSS OF CHRIST DEMONSTRATES GOD’S POWER!  (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

1 Corinthians 1:18 -  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. ESV 
Crucifixion was a horrible death and a shameful death! This caused some people to question 
how Jesus so suffering on the cross could be beneficial for anyone.  To the Greeks, who so 
trusted in their intellectual wisdom, the preaching of the Cross seem foolish to them.  Paul had 
gone to Corinth especially to preach the Gospel…but to some it didn’t make sense.  THE 
REASON THE CROSS PAUL PREACHED DIDN’T MAKE SENSE WAS BECAUSE PAUL’S 
MESSAGE OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST WASN’T BASED UPON THE WORLD’S WISDOM…THE 
PREACHING OF THE CROSS WAS NOT BASED UPON PHILOSOPHICAL ARGUMENTS!  It was 
foolishness to them because they were spiritually perishing.  They didn’t have ears to hear…or 
opened hearts!  They were filled and driven by the human wisdom of the world.  PAUL’S 
MESSAGE WAS THE CROSS OF CHRIST…JESUS CHRIST CRUCIFIED ON THE BEHALF OF 
SINNERS…AS FULL AND FINAL PAYMENT FOR SIN!  THE CROSS OF JESUS FULLY 
DEMONSTRATES THE POWER OF GOD!  The power of God can be seen in God becoming 
man…the power of the God can be seen in the God-Man living a sinless, perfect life…the power 



of God can be seen in Jesus performing “God-Miracles”…BUT ESPECIALLY THE POWER OF 
GOD CAN BE SEEN IN WHAT APPEARS TO BE WEAKNESS OR FOOLISHNESS TO THE WORLD 
- JESUS, NAILED TO THE CROSS IN MY PLACE AND YOUR PLACE…JESUS DYING FOR OUR 
SINS…JESUS SCREAMING OUT “IT IS FINISHED” AND JESUS TAKING HIS LIFE BACK UP…O 
WHAT A GRAND AND ULTIMATE PICTURE OF THE POWER OF GOD!!!  You see, the message of 
the Cross of Christ always has two results because all of mankind are currently in and one day 
will be eternally in, one of two classes or groups of people:   

1. Lost in Sin.  Because they are lost in sin, they are focused upon worldly wisdom and answers to 
life.  They want philosophy and science, so the message of the Cross seems stupid to them. 
(After all, who wants a crucified king…who wants an illogical pathway to forgiveness and 
salvation)  But the Bible teaches such people are thus on a road to destruction. 
2.  Saved from Sin.  To those who have trusted in Christ and His Gospel…who have been 
saved from the Penalty of sin (Jesus took that upon Himself)…and are being saved from the 
Power of sin (sanctification)…and will one day be saved from the very Presence of sin (with 
Christ in His Heaven)…it is to THOSE WHO ARE BEING SAVED THAT THE MESSAGE OF THE 
CROSS IS THE POWER OF GOD!  THE GOSPEL MESSAGE IS THE POWER OF GOD!  Paul 
wrote to the Romans, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek" (Romans 1:16 NKJV).


The gospel message is more than a true story and a good way to live; it is "the very power of 
God." Only through the power of God can the gospel redeem sinful people and transform them 
into God's people.  We don’t have the power to save ourselves.  Human, worldly wisdom can 
offer no definitive answers for sin or salvation…BUT THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS IS GOD’S 
POWER OF SALVATION TO EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES!   

2.  THE CROSS OF CHRIST DESTROYS WORLDLY WISDOM!  (1 Corinthians 1:19-20) 

1 Corinthians 1:19-20 - 19 For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ESV 
The Greeks highly valued wisdom. Paul shows in these verses, however, that there is the kind of 
"wisdom" that the world worships, and there is the true wisdom that comes from God alone. 
In verse 19 Paul quotes from Isaiah 29:14 but let’s begin with verse 13 - Isaiah 29:13-14 - And the 
Lord said: "Because this people draw near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while their 
hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men, 14 therefore, behold, I 
will again do wonderful things with this people, with wonder upon wonder; and the wisdom of 
their wise men shall perish, and the discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden.” ESV  
Because men gave God lip-service, with hearts that were away from Him…because men had been 
taught to fear God based upon commandments taught by men…GOD WILL DO WONDERFUL 
THINGS (which I believe is a reference to sending Christ who will pay for our sins and open the door 
for us to truly draw near to God with our hearts)…God will do “wonder upon wonder” and the 
wisdom of worldly men will perish and their human discernment will become a hidden thing.


Paul establishes that God had said,  “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment 
of the discerning I will thwart.” THEN Paul then challenges three types of men to answer the 
wisdom of God with with worldly wisdom:  1)  The wise (the expert).  2)  The scribe (the interpreter 
or writer…reporter…or a reference to Jewish experts in the Law). 3) The debater (the philosopher or 
disputer who thought all the issues of life could be solved by human reasoning).  Paul is challenging 
them with this question, “Through your studies into man’s wisdom…through all your expert 
wisdom…through all your investigative writings, interpretations or reporting…through all your 
human philosophical arguments and debates…HAVE YOU FOUND GOD???  HAVE YOU COME 
TO KNOW GOD IN A PERSONAL WAY?  HAVE YOU FOUND THE ANSWERS TO SINFULNESS 
AND FORGIVENESS?  HAVE YOU FOUND THE WAY TO ETERNAL LIFE???  AND THEY ALL 
MUST ANSWER “NO!”   



Then Paul says this, “Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” GOD HAS THUS 
MADE FOOLISH THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD!  MEN MIGHT THINK THE PREACHING OF 
CROSS IS FOOLISH, BUT THE REAL FOOLISHNESS IS THE VAIN PHILOSOPHIES AND 
PURSUITS OF MEN!   Paul is telling all the wisdom of the world amounts to a “Zero”…or a 
failing grade on God’s scale.  In his address on Mars’ Hill, Paul points out they had a an alter to 
“The Unknown God” and Paul mentioned God overlooking “times of ignorance” which was Paul 
also classifying their Greek culture and philosophy as ignorance!  Note:  Paul was not saying 
human wisdom, studies, philosophies, etc…are wrong, BUT THOSE THINGS ARE WORTHLESS 
AS A MEANS OF SALVATION!  People can spend a lifetime accumulating human wisdom and yet 
never learn how to have a personal relationship with God. IN OTHER WORDS, ALL THEIR 
SEARCHING FOR GOD THROUGH HUMAN PHILOSOPHY WAS VAIN…ALL THEIR ATTEMPTS TO 
FIND THE ANSWERS TO SUFFERING, BROKENNESS, LIFE, DEATH, AND ETERNITY WERE 
EMPTY…UNKNOWN…and then Paul goes on in Acts 17 to introduce them to THAT “UNKNOWN 
GOD” THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST! 
God’s way of thinking is not like the world’s way of thinking…God’s thoughts are much higher 
than human wisdom or reasoning. The New Living Translation states v20 like this, - “So where 
does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the world's brilliant debaters? God has made them 
all look foolish and has shown their wisdom to be useless nonsense. (1 Corinthians 1:20 NLT)   No 
human reasoning can bring salvation!  For all their learning, God shows men to be fools.  Human 
wisdom cannot provide salvation - SALVATION ONLY COMES THROUGH THE CROSS! 

3.  THE CROSS OF CHRIST DISPLAYS GOD’S WISDOM!  (1 Corinthians 1:21-25) 

1 Corinthians 1:21-25 - 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block 
to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. ESV 
In our passage of Scripture we are considering today, “wisdom” or another reference to wisdom 
occurs 10 times in 8 verses.  The key idea - that Paul expressed is that we dare not mix man's 
wisdom with God's revealed message…especially when it comes to Salvation!   
Notice how verse 21 speaks of wisdom - “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who 
believe.” GOD CHOSE THAT MAN CANNOT KNOW GOD, OR HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
THROUGH HUMAN WISDOM…BECAUSE GOD PLANNED FOR MAN TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP 
WITH HIM ONLY THROUGH THE CROSS OF CHRIST!  WHAT SEEMS FOOLISHNESS IS THE 
ONLY WAY TO SALVATION!  

Paul says this in verses 22-23 - “For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we 
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,…”. Paul says that people 
always want signs to prove something to them, or human wisdom to prove something to them…BUT 
WHAT GOD OFFERS IS CHRIST CRUCIFIED!  But men stumble over the Gospel…they stumble 
over the Cross of Christ and consider it foolishness.  BUT WHAT MAN CONSIDERS IGNORES 
AND TRIPS OVER…WHAT MAN CONSIDERS FOOLISH…IS THE GREATEST SIGN OF THE GOD’S 
LOVE…AND THE GREATEST PLAN OF SALVATION THAT COULD EVER BE ESTABLISHED!  The 
Jews always sought a sign…and God had given them thousands of signs…SO NOW GOD GAVE 
THEM THE GREATEST SIGN… HIS SON CRUCIFIED AND RISEN AGAIN!  Intellectual people, like 
the Greeks seek wisdom, SO GOD GIVES THE GREATEST WISDOM CONCERNING MANKIND’S 
SALVATION!  (Not works, not wisdom…those approaches leave people without certainty 
concerning salvation…SO GOD DID FOR MAN WHAT WE COULD NOT EVER DO…PAY FOR OUR 
SINS FOR US THROUGH THE SACRIFICE OF HIS SON ON THE CROSS!  



Then Paul writes in verses 24-25 - “…but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men.” Salvation is to those who answer God’s CALL…who 
trust in CHRIST AS THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD!  So the message is to 
trust in Christ!  The message is to consider the WISDOM OF GOD THROUGH THE CROSS OF 
JESUS!  Then Paul closes with somewhat of a little jab to the wisdom of men:  The “foolishness 
of God” is wiser than men…and the “weakness of God” is stronger than men!  SO CHOOSE THE 
WISDOM OF GOD…CHOOSE THE POWER OF GOD…CHOOSE FAITH IN THE CROSS OF 
CHRIST!  TRUST IN “HIS CROSS!”  

(CONCLUSION)  Those who have been called by God's grace, and who have responded by faith, 
realize that Christ is God's power and God's wisdom.  Not the Christ of the manger, or the 
temple, or even the Christ of miracles - but the CHRIST OF THE CROSS!  It is through the death 
of Christ that God has revealed the foolishness of man's wisdom and the weakness of man's 
power.  MAN’S WISDOM REJECTS THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS…MAN’S ACTIONS PUT 
JESUS ON THE CROSS AND BURIED HIM IN A TOMB…BUT GOD’S GOSPEL SHOWS HOW 
FOOLISH MEN CAN BE AND HOW POWERLESS MEN ARE…THE CROSS AND THE 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS SHOWS THAT GOD…JESUS IN THE FLESH…IN WHAT APPEARED 
TO BE WEAKNESS WAS STRONGER THAN MEN! 

People must come to the crucified and risen Christ by faith to receive eternal life and the joy of 
a personal relationship with the Savior.  Whether men use their "wisdom" and "intelligence" to 
search for God or to attempt to dismiss him, they will only find themselves doomed to 
frustration and, ultimately, to eternal separation from God.  

Tripping or stumbling over the message of the Cross puts you down…FAITH IN MESSAGE OF 
THE CROSS LIFTS YOU UP…FORGIVES YOU…AND MAKES YOU PART OF GOD’S FAMILY! 

The "foolish" people, who simply accept Christ's offer grace and salvation, are actually the 
wisest of all, because they alone will live eternally with God.    

WILL YOU CONSIDER HIS CROSS???  (Prayer and Invitation) 


