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SERIES:  “GOING FORWARD”   Part 2:  “TRUSTING FOR STRAIGHT PATHS”  (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
          (Sunday, April 18, 2021) 

   (Introduction)  We are in a series I have called “GOING FORWARD.”  God has plans and purposes for our 
lives and for our church in going forward.  God doesn’t want us hung up or trapped in our past.  God 
wants us to GO FORWARD. 
     Last week we began this series by focusing upon this question, “WHAT IF RETURNING TO THE WAY 
THINGS WERE IS NOT GOD’S PLAN?”  I think too many churches, church members and even pastors have 
been thinking in light of COVID-19, “I can’t wait to get back to the way things were!”  I also think a lot of 
people, instead of moving forward in their faith, they long to look back and even go back to the way they used to 
live their lives before they knew Christ.  God desires for individual Christians and Christians corporately as the 
church, to “go forward” and grow in their faith.  As I said last week, the past wasn’t working because we were 
failing to go forward in faith and make disciples who in turn make more disciples. GOD DOESN’T WANT US TO 
RETURN TO COMFORTABLE PAST…GOD WANTS US TO GO FORWARD WITH HIS GOSPEL PURPOSE…
GOD WANTS US TO GO FORWARD WITH HIS MISSION! 
     So today as we take our NEXT STEP in GOING FORWARD, we’re going to focus upon “TRUSTING FOR 
STRAIGHT PATHS.”  We need to TRUST GOD to direct our paths…to give us straight paths…His paths…
for GOING FORWARD!  Our Scripture text is Proverbs 3:5-6.  The immediate context was King Solomon 
writing these words as guidance for his son.  The broader context or application is that God as our Father 
wants us to follow His guidance in life. .Look with me at our main Scripture text of Proverbs 3:5-6 - 5 Trust in 
the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make straight your paths. ESV 
   What does “TRUSTING FOR STRAIGHT PATHS” look like?  How can we be “GOING FORWARD” better 
by trusting and walking straight paths? Three steps we can take toward going forward on straight 
paths is given us in Proverbs 3:5-6…

Step #1 - PRACTICE A  FULLY DEDICATED TRUST.

Proverbs 3:5a - “Trust in the Lord with all your heart,…” ESV 
“Trust” - to run for refuge; figuratively for trust; be confident; sure.  
“In” - denotes motion towards; also used to refer to position near.  
“the Lord” - the Self-Existent; Eternal God.  
“with all your heart” - the whole; all (root word - to complete) / your heart - not the physical blood 
pumping organ…but your feelings; your emotions; your will and intellect…the very center of all you are 
spiritually speaking.  ILL:  Just as the physical heart pumps life giving blood through your body; 
trusting in God will all that you are supplies living faith to your life.  .

The language used here speaks of full dedication.  This language speaks of an “all in” type of 
trust…a single direction heart!  We are to always have the practice, the habit of running to God.  Our 
confidence in life as people of faith is to always trust in God.  We are to find our confidence in our 
relationship with God.  We can be sure as we face situations in life if we run to God; if we trust in God.  
BUT DON’T MISS THE EMPHASIS OF THE LITTLE WORD “ALL”!!!  IF WE DESIRE TO KNOW 
THE WAY TO GO…IF WE DESIRE TO WALK STRAIGHT PATHS IN LIFE…IF WE ARE TO BE 
“GOING FORWARD” AS GOD WOULD HAVE US TO GO…WE MUST TRUST IN THE LORD 
WITH…not just a portion of our hearts…not just with certain areas of our feelings, emotions, our will…
WE MUST TRUST IN THE LORD WITH “ALL” OUR HEARTS!  IT IS THE IDEA OF TOTAL 
SURRENDER!
If we are to know the way forward…if we are to know how to go forward…We must trust in God 
with more than just a conceptual faith!  We must have a practiced faith, a fully dedicated trust in 
God and His will for our lives…His purpose for our lives…and GO FORWARD BY TRUSTING 
GOD TO LEAD US ONLY UPON RIGHT PATHS.  ILL:  We will be fully dedicated in our trust of a 
lot of things.  GPS…Doctor’s recommendations…Banks…so why not be FULLY DEDICATED in 
our trust of God and His direction, His “going forward” for our lives???

Not only do we need to embrace and practice a fully dedicated trust…we also need to… 
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Step #2 - REJECT A FLAWED FORM OF TRUST.  

Proverbs 3:5b - “…and do not lean on your own understanding.” ESV 
“lean not” - is the way it reads in the Hebrew - support yourself not.  
“on your own understanding” - in motion towards or in the position of your own understanding, 
knowledge (root word - to separate mentally or distinguish.)
ILL:  If you prop yourself up; if you lean or rest…if you support yourself with your own 
understanding, you are in for a fall.  Why…because you have trusted and leaned upon a flawed 
support system.  It is like leaning on a broken post; sitting in a broken chair; stepping on a rotted 
ladder rung…you have placed your weight on something that will let you down.
Our own understanding is broken…it is flawed…so trusting in a flawed form of trust will let you 
down.  Because of the fall of mankind, we all have minds and lives that have been impacted and 
influenced by our fallen nature.  My understanding, apart from God’s wisdom is flawed.  Your 
understanding, apart from God’s wisdom is flawed.  Trusting merely in our human ability to reason 
things out, to separate things mentally in our minds, is flawed!  Here are some supporting verses as 
to why leaning on your own understanding is a flawed form of trust… 
Jeremiah 17:9 - “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 
understand it?”  ESV
Mark 7:21-23 - 21 “For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, 
theft, murder, adultery,  22 coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness.  
23  All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person." ESV
Isaiah 55:8-9 - 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
declares the Lord. 9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. ESV
We are considering trusting God for straight paths…so we may GO FORWARD as God desires.  
Step 1 - Practice a fully dedicated trust in God.   Step 2 - Reject a flawed form of trust…which 
brings us to Step 3 …

Step #3 - ALWAYS ACKNOWLEDGE GOD AND WALK HIS PATHS.

Proverbs 3:6 - “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths.” ESV 
“In all your ways” -  the whole; all, any, every / a road trodden; a course of life, mode or action (root 
word - to tread, to walk, to string a bow.).  
“Acknowledge God” - to know (to ascertain by seeing); observation, care, instruction, recognition; 
acquaintance / God.  
“He will make straight your paths” - to be straight or even, to be causatively made right, pleasant 
and prosperous, direct / a well-trodden road; a caravan.
In “all our ways”…in all, any, every road we take in life, every choice we make in life, every 
decision we make in life…WE SHOULD ACKNOWLEDGE GOD!  We are to KNOW GOD and how 
God would have us to act and think concerning the paths we take.  KNOWING GOD COMES 
THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE AND TRUST OF THE SCRIPTURES! We can ascertain how God 
would desire us to walk in life through KNOWING HIM! (Look at the life of Christ, God the Son, 
to ascertain how God the Father would act.)  We can “observe” Jesus, “care” about the 
“instructions” of God (THE WORD OF GOD); give recognition to God in all that we do!  We are to 
live our lives based upon the acquaintance we should have with God!  AND AS WE SO “KNOW 
GOD”…SO “ACKNOWLEDGE HIM”…THROUGH THAT PROCESS GOD WILL MAKE OUR PATHS 
STRAIGHT!  THE POINT IS, OUR PATHS ARE TO BE HIS PATHS FOR US!  HIS PATHS ARE 
ALWAYS “STRAIGHT PATHS.”  GOD’S PATHS FOR US ARE ALWAYS STRAIGHT, EVEN, AND HE 
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CAUSES OUR PATHS TO BE HIS RIGHT PATHS AS WE ACKNOWLEDGE AND KNOW GOD 
BETTER!  At work…acknowledge God!  At home…acknowledge God!  In the marketplace…
acknowledge God!  On vacation…acknowledge God!  Wherever and in whatever…acknowledge 
God!  It is kind of a WWJD type of process.  Know Jesus well enough to KNOW WHAT WOULD 
JESUS DO…AND THEN DO WHAT JESUS WOULD DO IN WHATEVER WAY…IN WHATEVER 
CIRCUMSTANCE…AND BY DOING SO YOU WILL BE ON STRAIGHT PATHS!
The PATHS before us have been well traveled by others before us!  There have been “a caravan” 
of believers who have blazed the straight paths for us!  ESPECIALLY CHRIST HAS BLAZED THE 
PATHWAY WE SHOULD WALK IN OUR LIVES…SO WE NEED TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIM…KNOW 
HIM WELL…AND FOLLOW THE STRAIGHT PATHS HE MAKES BEFORE US!
Proverbs 9:10 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy 
One is insight. ESV.   If we want to know HOW TO GO FORWARD…if we want to have God make 
us straight paths…we need to fear God (beginning of wisdom) and we need to KNOW HOLY 
GOD…doing so will GIVE US “INSIGHT” FOR WALKING STRAIGHT PATHS AND GOING 
FORWARD!

(CONCLUSION)  HOW CAN YOU KNOW HOW TO GO FORWARD?  HOW CAN YOU WALK 
STRAIGHT PATHS IN LIFE?  HOW CAN YOU KNOW THE WAY GOD WOULD HAVE YOU TO GO?  
1)  FULLY TRUST GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART!
2) TOTALLY REJECT THE FLAWED FORM OF TRUSTING ONLY IN YOUR UNDERSTANDING!
3) ALWAYS ACKNOWLEDGE GOD…LIVE OBEDIENT LIVES TO GOD’S WILL AND WORD…AND 

THROUGH DOING SO YOU WILL KNOW STRAIGHT PATHS…YOU WILL KNOW THE WAY TO 
GO!  TRUST GOD FOR STRAIGHT PATHS!!!

PRAYER AND INVITATION!


