
 Series:  PEACE.   Part 13:  “REAL PEACE VERSES TEMPORARY PEACE”   
(John 14:1; 27)  Sunday, July 12, 2020 

This is a crazy world we are living in today.  Full of trouble!  Just in the last few weeks we’ve seen 
riots, vandalism, calls for defunding the police, tearing down of monuments, demands from groups 
who want to change names of buildings, cities, universities, scholarship programs, etc… because 
they bear the names of people who are guilty of one thing or another.  We’ve seen entire sections 
of cities taken over by mob rule.  People are all confused about what’s going on with COVID—some 
people think it’s all a hoax, some think it’s the beginning of Armageddon.  Some people are mad 
because everyone’s wearing masks and acting like you can’t do anything.  Some people are mad 
because of the people who aren’t wearing masks because it makes them feel like their being 
threatened.  Racial tensions elevated.  Everyone is offended by something (or everything)!  People 
are screaming for change, but not willing to have dialogue in a civilized manner!  It’s hard to know 
what is ok to say to anyone! 

When we as humans sense trouble we begin to get fearful.  We start to look over our shoulders all 
the time.  We try to figure out when we are talking to people, “What’s he saying, that he’s not 
really saying.”  We are always sizing things up because we feel like at any moment the next dam is 
going to burst!  And there just seems to be no PEACE around us, which can cause us to lose PEACE 
inside of ourselves as well.  When we lose our peace, we begin to lose peace in other relationships
—at home, at work, with our friends, at our church, at school…  And we begin to lose hope.  We 
start acting in ways that contribute to the lack of peace around us. 

So what does God say about this?  You guys know that we’ve been in a long series on PEACE.  And 
I’ll admit when I first found out we were going to have a 16 week series on PEACE, I thought… “how 
are we going to fill 16 weeks on one word?”  But God in His sovereignty knew exactly where our 
world would be right now when He led Pastor Lynn to put this together!  He knew all of this was 
coming, where we would have reasons every week for many months to just absolutely lose our 
minds over the lack of peace we were facing.  We couldn’t have known that.  So… What does God 
have to say to us about this today?   

We are going to talk about Real Peace vs. Temporary Peace.  Our passage is from John 14:1, 27.  
Jesus said…  

John 14:1 -  “Let not your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in Me.”  ESV 

John 14:27 - “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you.  Not as the world gives do I give to 
you.  Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” ESV 

So what was He talking about?  Don’t be troubled?  In the midst of all of that we are facing today?  
Don’t be troubled?  Don’t be afraid?  Are you kidding me?  Well, let’s look at the context of the 
passage.   

Jesus was talking to Peter and the other disciples (the 12).  And we really need to look back at the 
previous chapters to see what was going on.  If you go all the way back to chapter 9 here is what 
you see… 

Jesus heals this guy who had been blind from birth. And then in verse 35, Jesus says to the man 
whom He just healed… 



John 9:35-40 English Standard Version (ESV) 
35 … “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”[a] 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe 
in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.”  

38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. … 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard 
these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?”  

The Son of Man was a prophetic title or name for the Messiah.  Jesus was telling this man that He 
was the promised Savior.  Then he told the man that those who couldn’t see He was the Messiah 
were truly blind.  The Pharisees heard this and didn’t like it.  

Jesus continued to explain to them that He was the Son of God, the Messiah, and that He would be 
laying down His life for their sin.  So the Pharisees were really angry at Jesus, because He was 
claiming to be the Messiah!   

So then soon after it was the Feast of Dedication… we know this as the time that the Jews call 
Hanukkah, and Jesus was in the Temple in Jerusalem for the religious festival.  The Pharisees 
cornered Him and here is what happened… 

John 10:24-39 English Standard Version (ESV) 
24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “… If you are the Christ, tell us 
plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. … 31 The Jews picked up 
stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the 
Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a 
good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make 
yourself God.” …  39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands. 

From there on the next 5 chapters are filled with Jesus performing miracles, the Pharisees trying to 
capture Him or kill Him, and Jesus and the disciples leaving town to escape to somewhere else only 
to return to Jerusalem where he’s wanted dead or alive!  

From Chapter 9 till Chapter 13, four months or more have passed.  The Day of the Passover Feast 
has arrived, and before the meal Jesus washes the disciples feet.  Peter says, “Never! You will 
never wash my feet, Lord!”  And Jesus says, “Peter, if I don’t wash your feet then you and I are not 
associated anymore.”  Peter says, “Then don’t stop with my feet, Lord!  Wash all of me!”   

Jesus then starts to tell them again about His death.   

John 13:36-38 English Standard Version (ESV) 
36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am 
going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, 
why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+9%253A35-41&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26464a


lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have 
denied me three times. 

Here is Peter again—impetuous, bold, determined, declaring his allegiance.  I’m not afraid of even 
death!  After all, we already know that people want to kill us for being with You.  I Ain’t Skeered!   

Jesus says, “Peter, you talk tough… but down inside you really don’t mean it!  You are VERY 
TROUBLED, and AFRAID!”   

These men had followed Jesus for years, and they had left everything to do so!  Now there are 
people trying to kill Him for the last 4 months or so, and the others that He has been close with… 
They were probably thinking, “what if they try to kill us too?”  And on top of all of this, Jesus is 
now telling them… “I’m getting ready to be killed.  This is what I came here to do.”  WHAT???? 

TO SAY THAT THE DISCIPLES WOULD BE TROUBLED IS AN UNDERSTATEMENT! 

Then we get to John 14:1, and Jesus says…. “Don’t be troubled!  I know you believe in God.  
Why don’t you also believe in me?”  Except Jesus doesn’t ask a question.  He knows what’s going 
on in their hearts, and He knows what they really need.  Instead He talks to them like a coach in 
the locker room before the championship game.  He TELLS them… “Don’t wimp out!  Don’t be 
scared!  Believe in ME!” 

He gives them more encouragement and then He gets to verse 27. 

“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you.  Not as the world gives do I give to you.  Let 
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

So what is the difference between Jesus’s peace and the world’s peace?  I can tell you this… The 
world’s peace is always temporary.  Jesus’s peace… real peace… is lasting.     

Because REAL PEACE COMES FROM REAL BELIEF IN THE REAL SAVIOR! 

That’s what I want you to take away from this message today.  If you don’t get anything else, that’s 
the takeaway!   

Here’s what I know about you, because I know it’s true about me and others I know.  Because really 
we are all the same… people are people.  We all do the same things.  We all have the same fears, 
and concerns, and triggers, and sin propensities.  We go through life thinking that peace comes 
from something outside of ourselves that we are able to see, just out of our reach.  We think peace 
comes from: 



• Financial security 

• Status  

• Having the best stuff, the newest stuff 

• Great friendships, great marriages, great relationships 

• Great job, a sense of making a difference 

• Removing the obstacles, the hurts, avoiding the pains in life, anything that makes life 
difficult 

• Whatever makes me happiest (but when you get it you aren’t happy for long, because 
something newer, or better comes along) 

• The one thing we don’t already have… health, money, fame, family, friends, job, bigger 
house, new car, position, our political party or candidate in power, our dream vacation…  

We always seem to feel like our peace is going to come from something on the outside!  And we 
always fool ourselves into thinking that these are good pursuits (maybe some of them are).  
Nothing wrong with some of those.  But it boils down to TRYING TO SOOTH OURSELVES or GETTING 
OUR OWN WAY.  It boils down to SELFISHNESS.  And more than that it comes down to SELF WORSHIP!   

See that’s our real problem. We somehow think that if we can satisfy our current need or desire 
that we will be at peace.  But when we pursue satisfaction through these means it never lasts. 

Lasting Peace, Real Peace, is God’s Peace.  Here’s how the Apostle Paul describes it in Philippians 
4:7… 

Philippians 4:7  ESV 

7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

REAL PEACE must be based on something outside of our own abilities, accolades, or 
accomplishments.  It can’t be based on other people, either, because people aren’t fixed or 
immovable.  For us to really have PEACE it has to be based on something on someone 
unchanged by our circumstances, troubles or afflictions; something that is not affected by the 
passage of time, doesn’t age or get weaker.  This is the kind of Peace that allowed Jesus to sleep 
in the boat while the disciples worried about the storms and keeping the boat from sinking.  This is 
the kind of Peace that we want to have when OUR STORMS come.  We want REAL PEACE, NOT 
TEMPORARY PEACE. 

REAL PEACE COMES FROM REAL BELIEF IN THE REAL SAVIOR! 

So notice what Jesus says to them:  “…You believe in God, believe also in Me.”  What did Jesus 
mean by that word BELIEVE?  I believe all kinds of things, but they don’t give me peace?   



If I told you that I ate a sausage biscuit for breakfast this morning would you believe me?  Based on 
what?  Does that give you any amount of peace?  Does it mean anything at all to you?  Do you care 
what I had for breakfast? 

Here is another question:  Do you believe in Gravity?  Does that give you peace?  If you said, “I 
don’t believe in gravity” would that make any difference for anyone?  Would it be any less true? 

I want you to remember this acronym that I learned years ago from a teacher at a Bible College.  
He said the kind of belief that Jesus always speaks of, the kind of believe that brings 
salvation is an ROTC type of belief. 

BELIEVE = ROTC 

Rely,  Obey,  Trust,  Cling 

Real Belief is something that you rely on, you obey, you trust, and you cling to. 

Anyone here ever jumped out of a plane with a parachute?  Did you believe in that parachute?  
Were you still scared?  See I think that sometimes we let our feelings dictate our faith.  We let our 
fear cause us not to trust.  If we aren’t trusting in it, we aren’t believing.   

REAL PEACE COMES FROM REAL BELIEF IN THE REAL SAVIOR! 

So let’s also look at the object of belief for a moment.  Who did Jesus tell them to believe in?  HIM!  
Why?  What about Him?  What’s so important about Him?  Well it was the very thing that made the 
Pharisees want Him dead!  HE WAS THE PROMISED MESSIAH!  THE ONE THAT ALL THE PROPHECIES OF 
THE OLD TESTAMENT WERE ABOUT!  If they were going to face the possibility of experiencing the 
same fate as Jesus, do you think they might want to make sure that they had the right guy?   

“Yeah, uh… Jesus, I know you did some miracles and all… I mean that last deal with Lazarus was 
pretty impressive, but uh… Are you sure you’re really… THAT GUY?  Cause if they kill you, there 
ain’t nobody else around who can bring US back from the dead.” 

Jesus fulfilled every Messianic prophecy in the Old Testament.  We don’t have time to go through 
them, but Lynn has told us before that the chances of one person fulfilling all of the old testament 
Messianic prophecies is like writing your initials on a silver dollar, filling the state of Texas knee-
deep with silver dollars (one of which is yours), and reaching down and finding the one with your 
initials on the first try! 

Jesus told them to believe in HIM! 

Josh McDowell wrote a book years ago entitled “More Than a Carpenter,” and in it he discussed 
that there were only 3 possibilities:  1) Jesus is Lord, 2) Jesus is a liar, 3) Jesus is a lunatic! 

Something that we know about these disciples is that most of them were Martyred for their 
message about believing in Jesus.  Would you want to do for something that was a lie?  Would you 



want to die spreading the message of a crazy man?  These men believed whole-heartedly that Jesus 
not a liar or a lunatic… that He was more than just a good man… They believed that He was the 
promised Messiah, that His blood satisfied the wrath of God towards wicked, sinful people like us, 
and that in order for us to have true Peace with God we must come and confess our sins, Believe on 
Christ (ROTC), and follow Him. 

Folks, this world is lacking PEACE everywhere we turn.  We aren’t going to achieve Peace by taking 
down any statues.  We aren’t going to achieve it by changing names of buildings.  We aren’t going 
to achieve it by voting in any particular party or politician.  We won’t get it from riots, and 
arguments, and violence… that is for certain.  We won’t even get it by passing laws, or convincing 
people to agree with us on anything.  No amount of reparations will ever satisfy the lack of peace 
in the hearts of people.  We won’t achieve peace by curing or stemming the tide of COVID.  Face 
masks and sanitizer don’t bring greater peace.  None of these things will address the problem 
because they are temporary, and material.  They don’t address our real problem.  We have a Self-
Problem and we need to Rely on, Obey, Trust in, and Cling to the Only One who can provide 
stability and refuge in the storms.  Real Peace only comes from a Real Belief in the Real Savior… 
and that is Jesus.   

If you you are a Christian, and you’ve been struggling with fear about what’s going on in our world 
regarding COVID, racial tensions, or political issues… I think that God wants you to lay that down 
this morning.  I think He would say “Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid… 
believe in ME.”  If you need to do that I invite you to come forward this morning. 

If you’re here this morning, or joining us online through livestream, broadcast or podcast… and you 
realize that you’ve never truly trusted Jesus as YOUR Savior, we want you to know that His offer of 
peace is available to you today as well. We invite you to come and pray, to contact us through our 
website… reach out in some way.  We would love to pray with you and share Real Peace with you.  
Let’s pray… 


	John 9:35-40 English Standard Version (ESV)
	John 10:24-39 English Standard Version (ESV)
	John 13:36-38 English Standard Version (ESV)

