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CHRISTMAS SERIES:  PROFILES OF HOPE.   Part 1: “FINDING HOPE WHEN THINGS SEEM 

TERRIBLE.”  (Profile:  Joseph - Matthew 1:18-25) 

     (Introduction)  Our Christmas Series this year begins today and runs through Christmas Day.  By the way, 
Christmas is on Sunday this year…and on that Sunday we are doing one worship service at 10:30am…to give 
you more family time…so let’s fill this place up to “standing room only” on Christmas Day.  

     This year we are approaching our Christmas Series a little differently.  We are going to focus upon the 
HOPE THAT CHRIST BROUGHT to various people in the New Testament during His ministry here in this 
world.   In a staff meeting as we discussed what type of series to do at Christmas, Associate Pastor Daryl 
mention doing something along the lines of “profiles of hope.”  So that is what I have called this series:  
“PROFILES OF HOPE.”

     Christmas SHOULD ALWAYS BE ABOUT HOPE!  Right???  After all, Biblically and Historically thinking, 
there had been a space of silence from God for about 400 years from the ministry of Malachi until the coming of 
Christ.  The world in that day was in great need of HOPE!  The world in that day was in great need of HEARING 
FROM GOD and SEEING GOD MOVE…and indeed God did move by sending His Promised Messiah into 
this world…born of a virgin! 
     In our day, I believe people ARE IN GREAT NEED OF HOPE!  As we look at the negative changes in our 
culture…listen to the bad news…get beat up by inflation and the economy…worries over pandemics…concerns 
over wars…the crime rate…etc…WE ARE IN NEED OF HOPE!  JESUS CAME TO BRING HOPE…IN FACT 
JESUS IS THE HOPE WE NEED!  So this Christmas season let’s FOCUS UPON and FIND the HOPE WE 
NEED BY CONSIDERING CHRIST! 
     Our first “PROFILE OF HOPE” is Joseph…who served as the earthly fatherly role in the family that Jesus 
was born into this world at His advent.  Joseph and Mary, the mother of Christ, who was moved upon by the 
Holy Spirit of God and conceived God’s Son, served as the family of our Savior.  And in the early story of Mary 
and Joseph we can find a great “Profile of Hope” we can learn great lessons from ourselves.   Join me in 
standing together in honor of God’s Word as we read  Matthew 1:18-25 - 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet: 23 "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”  (which 
means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: 
he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. ESV.  
     The title of today’s message is “FINDING HOPE WHEN THINGS SEEM TERRIBLE”.  During the 
early story of Jesus being conceived by Mary…Joseph especially had reasons to think his world had 
fallen apart…Joseph had reasons to believe “everything seemed terrible” in his life.  You may be in 
some type of emotional crisis in your life…you may be thinking, “EVERYTHING SEEMS 
TERRIBLE.”  So let’s consider this story of Joseph…let’s look at his “profile” and discover how we 
can “find hope when things seem terrible.” 

1.  YOUR CURRENT LIFE-OUTLOOK SEEMS GREAT! 

Matthew 1:18a -  “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph,…”  ESV 

For Joseph, things probably seemed on a great positive pathway in life.  After all, he had a 
young lady by the name of Mary promised to him and he would soon fully consummate the 
marriage.  In the Jewish culture of that day, the “betrothal” was much more than we consider an 
“engagement” today. The Jewish betrothal was the equivalent to marriage, except the man and woman did 
not live together yet and were not supposed to have any sexual relations until the day of the marriage.  On that 
day the bride and bridegroom would enter their marriage chamber and physically consummate the marriage 
through the physical sexual union.  There would even be a napkin called “the token of virginity” that would 
capture a small amount of blood, proving the bride was a virgin and that napkin was given to her father as 
evidence and protection to prove the bride was a virgin at marriage.  So from Joseph’s standpoint, he was 
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already married to Mary and probably had a great life-outlook, just waiting to fully consummate 
the marriage and then live with his bride.  Joseph and Mary were considered as good as married, 
but no official ceremony or sexual union had taken place yet…and in this case WOULD NOT until 
after Jesus is born. 
Maybe right now, your current life-outlook seems great.  But that can change in a moment!  Most of us 
in life have had times when everything looked great…the future looked bright…but then 
something happens and suddenly “everything seems terrible.”  That is pretty much what 
happened to Joseph!


2.  SUDDENLY YOUR TOTAL LIFE-OUTLOOK CHANGES! 

Matthew 1:18b-19 - 18b “…before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 
to divorce her quietly.”   ESV 

Joseph had a life-outlook that seemed great…BUT SUDDENLY THAT CHANGED!  Before his 
marriage to Mary was consummated…before they came together…Mary was found to be with 
child!  The Bible clearly tells us the child Mary had conceived was from the Holy Spirit of God…BUT PUT 
YOURSELF IN JOSEPH’S SHOES FOR A FEW MINUTES!  Mary - “Joseph…I need to tell you…I’m pregnant.”  
Joseph - “WHAT DO YOU MEAN YOU ARE PREGNANT…WE HAVEN’T BEEN TOGETHER SEXUALLY AND 
YOU ARE BETROTHED AS MY WIFE!”  “Who have you been messing with???”  Mary - “Well, you see, here is 
the truth…an angel named Gabriel came to see me and told me I was going to be with child…that God by His 
Spirit was going to overshadow me, and that I was going to be with child…and now I am pregnant with God’s 
baby!”  Joseph - “Do you think I am stupid enough to believe that non-sense!   Where does this guy named 
“angel” named Gabriel live?”  Mary - “I am telling you the truth…this is exactly what happened!”  Joseph 
- “Sure thing!!! Well I am not marrying you now…I don’t want you see your hurt or put to shame, so I 
will divorce you privately.” 
Now you know I was adding in all that content…but really…what would Joseph think to start 
with!  I mean, his betrothed wife who he had never been with sexually is pregnant!  What was he 
supposed to think happened???  After all, what Mary would have told him seemed crazy and illogical!  No 
virgin had ever conceived a child before by God’s spirit moving upon her!  JOSEPH’S GREAT LOOKING 
LIFE-OUTLOOK IS SUDDENLY SHATTERED IN PIECES!  The young lady he loved and planned to take as 
his forever wife is with child! 

Before we move on…I think we can also learn volumes concerning Joseph’s character in how 
he responded.  Under Jewish law, Mary could have been stoned to death for adultery…had 
Joseph so wanted to do so.  Instead of having her stoned or even put to public shame, Joseph cared 
enough for her to divorce her privately.  A LESSON FOR US…EVEN WHEN SOMEONE SHATTERS 
OUR GREAT LIFE-OUTLOOK…WE STILL NEED TO SHOW CONCERN FOR THEM!  
But let’s move on in the profile of Joseph and find some practical help for our lives when our 
great life-outlook is shattered and we are in great need of finding hope. 

3.  HOW CAN YOU STAY HOPEFUL WHEN YOUR LIFE-OUTLOOK SEEMS TERRIBLE? 

In the rest of this part of the story of Joseph and Mary and the conception of Jesus, we can find 
several ways to stay hopeful even when our life-outlook seems terrible… 

BE WILLING TO HEAR A MESSAGE FROM GOD!  Matthew 1:20-25 - 20 But as he considered 
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. ESV.  Joseph’s hopes and dreams may have seemed shattered, but he was still 
willing to hear God speak to his life…to his circumstances.  God sent an angel to Joseph in a 
dream and told him to not be afraid to take Mary as his wife.  The angel confirmed what Mary 
had said was true…the child conceived in her was from the Holy Spirit of God.  When we think 
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everything seems terrible, we need to listen to God!  I’m not saying He will send an angel to 
you…but angels are considered messengers…and God does have messages for your life…AND 
WE NEED TO HEAR FROM GOD…ALL THE TIME…BUT ESPECIALLY WHEN WE THING 
EVERYTHING SEEMS TERRIBLE!  We need to listen to God…no matter how illogical His 
message seems to be!  His ways are higher than our ways…His thoughts are greater than 
our thoughts!  AND AS GOD HAD ALREADY TOLD MARY… “FOR NOTHING WILL BE 
IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD!” (Luke 1:37).  HEAR GOD SPEAK AND BE HOPEFUL!!! 
LOOK BEYOND YOUR CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES TO WHAT THE FUTURE WILL BE!
Matthew 1:21 - “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins." ESV.  Things may seem bad now…as it did with Joseph…but we need 
to understand our current situations do not control our futures!  We need TO HEAR GOD 
and then LOOK TO THE FUTURE!  God told Joseph Mary would bear forth a son into the 
world and His name is to be “Jesus.”   “bear a son” means to “bring forth from a seed” and 
here the Seed is God’s Seed!   The name “Jesus” means “Savior” - “Jehovah is salvation.”  
And that is why God sent Jesus - “for He will save His people from their sins.”  Joseph’s 
immediate circumstances, where everything looked terrible, begins to change as he looks to 
the future God promises!   LOOK TO THE FUTURE AND BE HOPEFUL! 
TRUST THAT GOD HAS A PLAN AND PURPOSE!  Matthew 1:22 - “All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:…”  ESV.   Isaiah 7:14 gives the prophecy of the virgin 
birth of Christ.  All this takes place in the life of Joseph and Mary BECAUSE GOD SO 
PLANNED IT!  Mary being with child, before she is with Joseph, is God’s Plan and Purpose!  
Without the “Virgin birth of Christ” we would not have a Savior!  That is why God had to 
conceive His Son in a virgin…that way Jesus would have God’s blood in His veins…and shed 
God’s perfect sinless blood on the cross for mankind’s sin.  I realize this plan and purpose of 
God in bringing Christ into the world is unique…BUT AT THE SAME TIME YOU CAN FIND HOPE 
FOR YOUR LIFE WHEN THINGS SEEM TERRIBLE IF YOU REMEMBER GOD IS IN CONTROL 
AND HE HAS A PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE!  TRUST GOD AND BE HOPEFUL!!!! 
REMEMBER “GOD IS WITH” YOU!   Matthew 1:23 - "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). ESV. This is the 
quote from Isaiah 7:14. “BEHOLD”…this is GOING TO HAPPEN!  “THE VIRGIN” shall 
conceive and “bear a SON!”  His name will be “IMMANUEL” - which means GOD WITH US!  
GOD BECOMES INCARNATE IN HUMAN FLESH…THUS GOD IS WITH US…WALKS AMOUNG 
MANKIND…LIVES A SINLESS LIFE…AND DIES IN OUR PLACE, TAKING OUR PUNISHMENT 
AND PAYING THE FULL REDEMPTION PRICE FOR OUR SINS!  Consider how this message 
must have made Joseph feel!  My wife is going have a son who will be GOD WITH US!  That 
meant that “GOD WOULD BE WITH JOSEPH ALSO!”  WHAT HOPE THAT MUST HAVE GIVEN 
JOSEPH…AND WHAT HOPE THIS SHOULD GIVE US…NO MATTER HOW TERRIBLE THINGS 
MIGHT SEEM…AS CHRISTIANS WE HAVE GOD WITH US…IN FACT GOD INDWELLING IN 
US BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT!  SO REMEMBER “GOD IS WITH YOU” AND BE HOPEFUL!!! 
MOVE FORWARD IN YOUR LIFE WITH CONFIDENCE IN GOD!  Matthew 1:24-25 - 24 When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 
but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. ESV. When 
everything seems terrible in our lives…YET WE HEAR FROM GOD…WE ARE REMINDED WE 
HAVE A FUTURE; WE ARE REMINDED GOD HAS A PLAN AND PURPOSE; WE ARE 
REMINDED GOD IS WITH US…THEN WE NEED TO MOVE FORWARD IN OUR LIVES WITH 
TOTAL CONFIDENCE IN GOD!  That is what Joseph did!  He awoke from the dream…from 
hearing the message from God…AND JOSEPH MOVED FORWARD IN HIS LIFE DOING WHAT 
THE ANGEL OF THE LORD HAD COMMANDED HIM!  He took Mary as his wife, but Joseph did 
not have sexual relations with her until after Jesus was virgin born.  Joseph even called this Son of 
God “Jesus” as he had been told by the angel!  IN SIMILAR FASHION…WHEN THINGS SEEM 
TERRIBLE IN OUR LIVES…WHEN OUR LIFE-OUTLOOKS CHANGE FROM GREAT TO 
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TERRIBLE…WE NEED TO HEAR GOD AND MOVE FORWARD IN OUR LIVES WITH 
COMPLETE CONFIDENCE IN HIM! 

(Conclusion)  I don’t know what is going on in your life…BUT GOD KNOWS AND HE CARES!  I 
do know I have had several periods in my life when the outlook seemed positive, but suddenly the 
outlook changed to where things just seemed terrible!  Many of you have been there more times than 
you would like to remember!  If you haven’t, you probably will be one day.  Joseph’s “profile of hope” 
CAN GIVE US HOPE!  From Joseph’s profile we can discover HOW TO STAY HOPEFUL WHEN 
THINGS SEEM TERRIBLE!  Remember and apply these HOPE-BUILDING STEPS IN YOUR LIFE:   

 Be Willing to Hear God’s Message! 
 Look beyond your current circumstances to the Future. 
 Trust that God has a Plan and a Purpose…no matter how terrible things may seem! 
 Remember GOD IS WITH YOU if you are a Christian!  (If not…trust in Christ now!) 
 Move forward in your life with Confidence IN GOD! 

If we will remember and apply these truths to our lives…WE CAN HAVE PROFILES OF HOPE 
ALSO! 


