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“THE PROMISE BECOMES REALITY” (A Christmas Series About the Faithfulness of God)

Part 8:  “THE PROMISE’S TRANSPORTATION”. (Zechariah 9:9 & Matthew 21:4-5)

     (Introduction) We are in the homestretch of our series, “THE PROMISE BECOMES REALITY.”  Last Sunday 
the “snow-apocalypse” kept us from meeting and Pastor John from delivering a message based upon John 
3:16 entitled “The Promise Believed.”  We’re going to reschedule that message for the first Sunday in February.   
     Today our beginning Scripture text is found in Zechariah 9:9.  So join me there in your Bible.  What we will 
read is a prophetic reference to the Messiah one day riding a donkey into Jerusalem.  And of course Jesus did 
ride a donkey into Jerusalem fulfilling this verse of Scripture (stand with me in honor of reading God’s Word) 
- Zechariah 9:9 - Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is 
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. (ESV).  (Prayer…thank you…be seated…)
     Our message title is “THE PROMISE’S TRANSPORTATION.”  I know…a strange sounding title, but there is 
much for us to consider about Jesus riding a donkey and we will cover that in this message.  But first let’s 
consider some more background information about Jesus and His transportation…
All four of the Gospels tell of Christ riding a donkey into Jerusalem.  But in Matthew’s Gospel we are 
specifically told this even fulfills what was spoken by the Prophet Zechariah.  Matthew 21:4-5 - “This took 
place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, "Say to the daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your king is coming 
to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”  A few verses later in 
Matthew 21:9 the people shout, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”  “Hosanna” means “save now!”  THIS IS WHY JESUS RODE INTO 
JERUSALEM ON WHAT WE REFER TO AS “PALM SUNDAY”…TO “SAVE NOW”… FOR ON THE COMING 
FRIDAY JESUS WILL BE CRUCIFIED FOR OUR SINS, AND TAKE HIS LIFE BACK UP ON THE NEXT 
SUNDAY, SO WE MIGHT BE SAVED FROM OUR SIN!
     God never misses opportunities to use powerful symbols throughout Scripture. This is very true 
concerning “The Triumphant Entry” - Jesus’ famous ride on this lowly animal reveals much about Christ’s 
character and purpose. So today, let’s ask this question:  “Why did Jesus ride a donkey?”  And consider 
several answers to this question…

1. Jesus, by riding a donkey, is claiming His Rightful Place as the prophesied Messiah. 

Zechariah 9:9 - Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is 
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.  ESV 
Probably every Jew would know Zechariah’s messianic prophecy. That’s why the crowds hailed Jesus 
as their king shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Matthew 21:9). 
Jesus, through His virgin birth, life, sacrificial death and resurrection, fulfills hundreds of 
Messianic prophecies.  I shared this statistic a few years ago, but the odds of any one person fulfilling just 8 
Messianic prophecies is equal to the state of Texas being covered 3 feet deep in silver dollars…and only one 
silver dollar has a special marking on it…and a man with a blindfold, walks out into that Texas size sea of silver 
dollars and reaches in and pulls out the only marked silver dollar with his first try.  That is crazy odds…BUT 
JESUS DID NOT JUST FULFILL 8 MESSIANIC PROPHECIES …HE HAS FULFILLED OVER 300 
MESSIANIC PROPHECIES AND HE WILL FULFILL THEM ALL EVENTUALLY!  Jesus riding this 
donkey into Jerusalem is just one of those many prophecies!


2. Jesus, by riding a donkey, displays His Humility. 

Matthew 21:4-5 - 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 "Say to the daughter of 
Zion, 'Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast 
of burden.’" ESV 
The whole first advent of Christ involved and portrayed great humility!  Born to a peasant teenage 
girl.  Born in livestock shelter and placed in a feeding trough.  No home of His own to lay His head. Rejected by 
those He came to save!  Experienced hunger, heartache, weariness, body aches, human temptations (yet without 
sin).  Falsely accused…arrested…beaten…crucified between to criminals!  THIS IS JESUS…THE KING OF 
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KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS!  THIS IS THE CREATOR OF ALL THAT EXISTS IN HUMAN FLESH!  
THIS IS THE OWNER OF ALL THINGS…THE SUSTAINER OF ALL THINGS…AND YET HE COMES 
IN GREAT HUMILITY RIDING ON A DONKEY!  (Revelation tells us He will come again riding a White 
Horse in full glory…and written on His thigh it will say, “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS!”  
He will come the next time, NOT IN HUMILITY…BUT AS THE ALMIGHTY JUDGE TO TREAD OUT 
THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD! 

3. Jesus, by riding a donkey, Symbolizes Peace. 

Why didn’t Jesus ride a warhorse, as He will Revelation?  (HE WILL RIDE A WARHORSE THEN!) 
Early in this series we saw in Isaiah 9:6 the Messiah is called “the Prince of Peace.”  
In the ancient Middle Eastern world, leaders rode horses if they rode to war, but donkeys if they 
came in peace. 


 1 Kings 1:33 mentions Solomon riding a donkey on the day he was recognized as the king of Israel. 

 The mention of a donkey in Zechariah 9:9-10 fits the description of a king who would 
be “righteous and having salvation, gentle.” Rather than riding to conquer, this king would enter 
in peace.  
 Zechariah 9:10 highlights this peace: “I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses 
from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend 
from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.”  Note the many details symbolizing peace in 
this prophecy: 

- 	 “Take away the chariots”: an end to the main vehicle of war.

- 	 “Take away... the war-horses”: no need for horses used in war.

- 	 “The battle bow will be broken”: no need for bows or arrows for fighting.

- 	 “He will proclaim peace to the nations”: His message will be one of reconciliation.

- 	 “His rule shall be from sea to sea”: the King will control all territory with no enemies of concern.


 Jesus fulfills this prediction of Zechariah. Worldwide peace, when Christ establishes His 
Eternal Kingdom, was proclaimed by the angels’ song in Luke 2:14: “Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (NKJV). 


4. Jesus, riding a donkey, was foreshadowed by a father willing to sacrifice his own only son. 

Isaac, a type of Christ, rides a donkey to be sacrificed by his father Abraham on the altar 
(Genesis 22:3 - So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 
men with him, and his son Isaac.”  ESV)  This is the story of Abraham being willing to obediently take 
his only son’s life, offered as a sacrifice to God!  It seems when you read this story that Isaac was 
willing to be obedient…and also displays the great faith of Abraham in God’s promise!  Isaac was the 
son of promise…so Abraham was willing if necessary to sacrifice his only son, because Abraham had 
total faith in God…that God would raise Isaac up from the dead if necessary as the son of promise!  
This was a test of obedience for Abraham, but also a prophetic foreshadowing of God offering 
His Only Son Jesus on the cross!  Abraham with Issac, being the son, would have ridden the 
donkey.  Notice two other men go with them!  This foreshadows Jesus riding into Jerusalem to be 
sacrificed for man’s sin…it foreshadows also the two thieves on the cross in the two men going 
with Abraham and Isaac…and even foreshadows the resurrection of Christ in Abraham’s faith!    
THANK GOD HE WAS WILLING TO SACRIFICE HIS SON FOR US…FOR OUR SIN AND JESUS 
WAS WILLING TO OBEDIENTLY BE OFFERED! 

5. Jesus' triumphal entry on a donkey fulfills God's Blessing to His people. 

Jacob gives a blessing over his son Judah which includes a reference to a donkey and a 
donkey’s foal (Genesis 49:10-12) - “The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between 
his feet until He to whom it belongs shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his. He will tether 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-does-it-mean-to-be-righteous.html
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his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the 
blood of grapes. His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.” 

Jesus is born of the tribe of Judah. Jacob’s prophecy describes a King who will come to rule 
forever…and then the nations will be fully obedient to Him and His kingdom!  There is also a 
reference to this King tying His donkey to a vine (Jesus is “THE VINE” - John 15).  And His colt 
to the choicest branch (Jesus is “THE CHOICEST BRANCH” who by the way will have other 
“branches” or believers connected to Him! - John 15).  This King washes His garments in wine (His 
blood) and has white teeth (purity). JESUS IS THE ULTIMATE FULFILLMENT OF JACOB’S 
BLESSING! 

6.  Emissaries would send donkeys overloaded with gifts to appease the wrath of an enemy. 

Two examples of this… (I am going to talk through these examples because we don’t have time to 
read all these verses.) 

 Jacob sent donkeys along with other gifts to avoid the wrath of his brother Esau (Genesis 33). 

 Abigail brought donkeys packed with food to keep David from killing her family. (1 Samuel 25) 
Here are the highlights of this story:  Nabal, her husband, had angered the king-to-be. David was 
on the way to bring judgment upon Nabal and his household.  Abigail, Nabal’s wife knew she had to 
do something to overcome the stupidity of her husband and appease the wrath of David.  She took 
two hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five sheep, five containers of parched grain, a 
hundred clusters of raisins and two hundred cakes of figs and placed them on donkeys…sending 
these gifts out to meet David and his men.  She sent the donkey’s ahead and then she followed, 
presented the gifts to David and spoke graciously to David.  This appeased the wrath of David and 
David turns away his wrath.  The next day, Nabal is told what happened and his heart dies within him 
and a few days later Nabal dies.  After this David sends for Abigail and takes her as a wife.  Now 
note the application of this story -  

- Jesus is God’s great gift…He is transported on a donkey…into Jerusalem…to die on the 
cross and appease the wrath of Almighty God!  (Mankind has been foolish like Nabal and 
thumbed our noses at the King of Creation!)   

- Jesus is also seen in King David as a type of Christ…who turns His wrath from us when 
we humble ourselves before Him…trusting in His mercy and grace…and Jesus also takes 
those who so humble themselves before Him by faith, and makes them part of His Bride!  

7. God used a donkey to warn of His judgment! 

Balaam’s donkey warns the prophet of His disobedience. In Numbers 22:28- -  “Then the Lord 
opened the donkey’s mouth, and it said to Balaam, ‘What have I done to you to make you beat me 
these three times?’ Balaam answered the donkey, ‘You have made a fool of me! If only I had a sword in 
my hand, I would kill you right now.’ The donkey said to Balaam, ‘Am I not your own donkey, which you 
have always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the habit of doing this to you?’ ‘No,’ he said. Then the 
Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road with his sword 
drawn. So he bowed low and fell facedown. The angel of the Lord asked him, ‘Why have you beaten 
your donkey these three times? I have come here to oppose you because your way is a perverse 
before me.’” 
God used a donkey to speak and warn Balaam of pending judgement!  SURELY JESUS RIDING A 
DONKEY INTO JERUSALEM AND BEING JUDGED FOR OUR SIN UPON THE CROSS SHOULD 
WARN US OF PENDING JUDGMENT!  OUR WAYS HAVE BEEN PERVERSE BEFORE GOD!  GOD 
JUDGES OUR SIN UPON THE CROSS THROUGH JESUS…HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON!  You can 
either trust in Christ and believe He took our judgement upon Himself…or you can reject the 
warning of the cross and the suffering of Jesus for sin!  The wrath of Holy God must be terrible 
for God to crucify His Only Son!  TAKE THAT AS A WARNING OF GOD’S JUDGEMENT TO COME 
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IF YOU REJECT CHRIST!  ALLOW JESUS RIDING A CROSS TO FACE YOUR JUDGEMENT TO 
SPEAK VOLUMES TO YOU…WARNING YOU OF GOD’S JUDGEMENT!  

8. Jesus demonstrated that He is the Burden-Bearer who came to save us. 

Donkeys are considered “animals of burden” or to put it another way, “burden-bearers.” 
Remember, a donkey carried a poor, pregnant mother named Mary all the way from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem. (Luke 2:4-7). This gentle donkey…a burden-bearer carried the Savior of the World within 
Mary’s womb!

AND ANOTHER GENTLE DONKEY…AS A BEARER OF BURDEN, CARRIED THE TRUE 
“BURDEN-BEARER”…THE LORD JESUS CHRIST…INTO JERUSALEM AND TOWARD HIS 
APPOINTED CRUCIFIXION!!!  JESUS IS THE ULTIMATE “BURDEN-BEARER” WHO BECAME SIN 
FOR US…WHO BORE OUR SINS IN HIS OWN BODY UPON THE CROSS!!! 
- Isaiah 53:4 - “Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows…” (ESV) 
- John 1:29 - “The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world.” (ESV)

- 1 Peter 2:24 - He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed. (ESV) 
(Conclusion)  “The Promise’s Transportation.”  There is a lot symbolized in Jesus riding the 
donkey into Jerusalem!  But in closing let’s focus upon how “The Promise”, Jesus Christ, wants 
to “transport you” into His family…into His grace…into His forgiveness…into His Heaven!   
The point of all this series, “The Promise Becomes Reality,” is to encourage your faith as a 
believer or to give you reasons to believe as a non-believer!  Jesus, prophesied hundreds of 
years before it occurred, rode a donkey to go to the cross, FOR YOU!  Have you trusted in this 
Jesus?  Have you trusted in this Jesus who can be the ONLY ONE to fulfill the prophecies of 
Messiah?  Have you trusted in this Jesus who is the ONLY ONE WHO CAN SAVE YOU? 


