
Approved June 2017 Our Philosophy of Worship 

 

 

Rocky Bayou Baptist Church 

Our Philosophy of Worship 

 

 

We value the supremacy of the glory of God in the face of Christ, and so we will pursue God-

centered, Christ-focused, Spirit-empowered gathered worship.  
  

We will surrender all competing agendas to this one, all-consuming goal. We will strive to balance 

the elements of gathered worship to ensure that every gathering individually, as well as many 

gatherings over the course of time, presents a true, beautiful, transformative picture of God’s glory 

in the face of Christ. (2 Cor 4:5-6) 

 

We value the authority and sufficiency of the Word of God. 
 

In that light, every aspect of our gatherings will be radically Word-saturated and will be centered 

on the high point of the proclamation of God’s Word in fervent, Biblical, Spirit-anointed, God-

exalting, personally-helpful preaching. We desire for each gathering to be presented as a coherent 

whole in order to undergird the preached Word. We will also determine and direct every element 

of the gathering based on the instructions, examples, and wisdom of Scripture. (Psalm 19:7-9; 2 

Tim 3:16-17) 

 

We value the centrality of the Gospel to both the glory of God and the good of God’s people. 
 

We will strive in our gatherings for both content and contours shaped by the Gospel. We will plan 

our gatherings according to the God-ordained rhythm of revelation and response; we will strive to 

reenact the glorious Gospel week in and week out through the structure of our gatherings. (Rom 

1:16) 

 

We value the Spirit’s ministry through every member of the body. 
 

Critical to that goal is the full participation of the congregation in each gathering. The most 

important voice in our singing will be that of the congregation. To that end, we will choose songs 

well-suited for congregational singing and we will provide other opportunities for congregational 

singing such that it remains clear that the most important action is not taking place on stage in the 

worship center, but rather in and through each believer present. (Eph 4:11-13) 

 

We value both musical content and form. 
 

We will not neglect one or the other but will strive to use forms that serve the content well. We 

will choose not to debate styles but rather will commit to, in the words of Romans 15:6, 

“together…with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” We will choose to 

use singing as a powerful, unifying, gracious gift of God rather than let the enemy use it as a tool 

of division and strife. With this in mind, we will select songs that enable all the congregation to 

glorify God together in one voice keeping in mind the forms and content that connect a culturally 

diverse body together in the presence of God. (Eph 5:19-21) 

 

 

 



We value the edification of the saints and the continued sanctification of each member. 
 

We desire every element of gathered worship to serve this end (1 Cor 14:12, 26c). Those who lead 

in prayer, read Scripture, or lead in any other part of the gathering should do so with this goal in 

mind. Further, we will purposely select songs and hymns that will grant comfort, joy, and 

encouragement to our local body during our gathered times and, as importantly, throughout the 

week when we minister and serve in our families and workplaces. We pray that our members will 

be storing up God’s word in their hearts (Ps 119:11) and that the songs we select for gathered 

worship will be on their lips as they go about their daily lives on earth and into eternity. (Rev 5:13) 

 

We value the voices of believers past and present. 
 

We will use songs and hymns both old and new, in line with our other commitments and values. 

We aim to be thoroughly grounded in the faith passed down to us while also giving fresh 

expression to that faith in our day. (Rom 15:4) 

 

We value the diversity of the Kingdom and desire to reflect the culture of our particular time and 

place. 
 

We will therefore employ as many styles as are culturally appropriate but in line with our 

commitments and values. We acknowledge that styles in gathered worship vary significantly 

across the church universal. We believe it is important for our gathered worship to reflect the 

prevailing culture of the believers in our congregation, but we will seek to provide tastes of the 

styles of other cultures in order to enhance our connectedness with the body of Christ in all times 

and places, especially in lands where our extended family serve on the mission field. (Rev 7:9-10) 

 

We believe gathered worship pictures the body uniting under the supreme headship of Christ. 
 

We will provide pastoral oversight of every aspect of the gathering, including music, while also 

empowering the participation of all the saints. We will also seek and encourage singers and 

musicians from our local body who are living a Spirit-empowered and Gospel-fueled life to serve 

the body and the Lord with their musical and technical gifts. To that end, new believers, attenders, 

or members who wish to serve in the music ministries of Rocky will be purposefully mentored and 

taught to grow in faith, love, and grace and to use their gifts in God honoring ways. (2 Pet. 3:18, 

Eph 4:11-16) 

 

We value a team approach throughout all our ministries at Rocky. 
 

The pastors are the primary team for shaping and directing gathered worship, but we also desire 

the implementation of a music ministry support team. Team members will be approved by the 

senior pastor, and its functions will include providing feedback and evaluation of musical worship, 

helping develop and maintain a consistent song repertoire, assisting in planning music-related 

events, and other support functions as the worship pastor sees fit. This team will also help provide 

continuity during times of transition in the music ministry. (Proverbs 15:22). 
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