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“Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
1. Paul’s Heart for the Unreached. Vs. 22
Vs. 22: This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to
you.
Romans 1:13: I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often
intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may
reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles.
Romans 15:19b-21: so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I
have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; and thus I make it my
ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I
build on someone else's foundation, but as it is written, “Those who have never
been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will understand.”
Acts 9:15-16: But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of
mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of
Israel. For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”
Acts 1:8: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth.”

2. Paul’s Heart for the Church. Vs. 23-24.
Vs. 23-24: But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions,
and since I have longed for many years to come to you, I hope to see you in
passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I
have enjoyed your company for a while.

3. Paul’s Heart for the Poor. Vs. 25-29
1 Cor. 16:1-4: Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the
churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each
of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that
there will be no collecting when I come. And when I arrive, I will send those
whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. If it seems
advisable that I should go also, they will accompany me.
Vs. 25-29: At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the
saints. For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some
contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. For they were pleased
to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share
in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material
blessings. When therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them
what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you. I know that when
I come to you I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ.

CONCLUSION: What about Our Heart’s Today?
Micah 6:8: He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does
the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
1 Thess. 4:9-11: Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone
to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one
another, for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers throughout
Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more, and to
aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your
hands, as we instructed you…
1 Peter 2:13-17: Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human
institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent
by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. For this is
the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of
foolish people. Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a coverup for evil, but living as servants of God. Honor everyone. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

