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Life Celebration: Deborah E Vance 
On the 26th of February, 1995, 
Debbie was bitten by a puff adder in 
Mulongo, DR Congo. She hovered 
between life and death for three 
days as her body fought the hardest 
battle of her life. Stacie and Joshua 
were young at the time, and Stacie 
point blank asked, “Is Mom going to 
die?” Debbie in her semi-conscious 
state heard and replied, “I’m not 
going to die. God has given me 
power and authority over all the 
power of the enemy. Besides, I have 
three children to raise, Stacie, Joshua and a husband!” 
God did spare Debbie’s life and gave her another 25 
years that she lived every day to the fullest.  
  
When Debbie stopped breathing on the 20th of May, 2020 
it was scenes of the snake bite all over again. When she 
didn’t respond to CPR, the reality of her passing was 
surreal. After being held hostage in Congo years earlier 
and losing everything and having to start over three 
times, in addition to the snakebite, Debbie had “walked 
through the valley of the shadow of death” on several 
occasions and always walked out of it by the Grace of 
God. This time when she didn’t respond, the Lord carried 
her through that valley into His eternal presence.  
  
Debbie had the gift of hospitality. Growing up the oldest 
of five Rigsbee children, Debbie learned early in life how 
to serve and care for those around her. It went far beyond 
her family to the world. She loved entertaining. 
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Record Soybean 
Harvest 
In the month of May, we 
completed our soybean 
harvest! It was a huge 
success, averaging 53 
bushels an acre! We were 
very excited and pleased 
with this record harvest! 

We clear the land, prepare 
the soil, plant the seed, 
weed and cultivate, and 
harvest all by hand! This is 
labor intensive and requires 
many hands, but the harvest 
is plentiful! We use the seed 
in our feeding programs and 
also in making chicken feed. 
Empowering Farmers is 
giving them a source of 
income while feeding our 
people and providing jobs 
and opportunities. 

A NEW DAY IN MISSION 
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Removing Soybeans from Dried Plants
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The more people the merrier. She always found empty 
beds to sleep guests in and never ran out of food at the 
table, no matter how many people turned up at the last 
minute as we were sitting down to eat. She welcomed 
everyone into our home and focused on the least of 
these. She had a heart for and worked with widows both 
in Congo and Zambia. She established feeding programs 
along with opportunities of empowerment for widows to 
become self-sufficient through various business ventures 
in their lives.  
  
Just two weeks prior to her passing, as we were in the 
pandemic lockdown, we were discussing our marriage of 
42 years and specifically our ministry. As we assessed 
our future, Debbie had a clear vision of what was before 
us. She said that our work is not yet complete. We have 
built a good foundation upon which we have programs 
and projects that are destined to become self-sustaining 
and ongoing. She said that we must complete this 
empowerment of Christ within the whole person. Making 
disciples for the transformation of the world! Thus, we 
continue to pursue this endeavor in the name of Christ.  
  
On the second anniversary of Debbie’s death, May 20, 
2022 we held a Life Celebration service for Debbie. 
Nearly 400 friends, family and pastors paid tribute to 
Debbie’s life of servanthood at her visitation and 
memorial service. The out pouring of love for Debbie was 
deeply touching. We are blessed to have a family that 
encompasses the body of Christ. Debbie touched many 
lives both in America and in Africa. We appreciate your 
prayers during this difficult journey.  

Ken’s Return to Zambia 
Ken came to the States in May for the Life Celebration 
Service of Debbie. He remained for speaking 
engagements in churches, visits with friends and time 
with family. 

He will return to Zambia in October. Planting season 
begins December 1st. 
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Ongoing Support 

Words are inadequate to express 
gratitude to each of you who have 
participated with us through prayer 
and financial support. This could 
not happen without you. May 
God’s blessings be upon you!

Funds, for both projects and 
salary, can be sent to: 

Marion Mission Storehouse
PO Box 38

Marion, IN 46952 

and earmarked for Salary, or the 
various projects: Widows, Pastors 
School, Fisenge Church, or 
ChicKENS. 

The Marion Mission Storehouse is 
501c3 tax exempt.

Contact Info 

Ken Vance 
P O Box 70839  
Ndola Zambia Africa 

8445 E 300 S 
Marion IN 46953 

+260 96 8400364
(Zambia cell phone) 

What’sApp Chat & Calls
Search: Ken Vance with Zambia 
phone number (free over WiFi)

FaceTime Calls
Use Zambia Phone number (also 
free over WiFi)

kenvancejr@gmail.com
kenvancejr@yahoo.com 

www.kafakumba.org 

For information about Ken Vance, 
contact Shirley Dominick at:

dominickshirley@gmail.com 
765.427.7869

mailto:kenvancejr@gmail.com
mailto:kenvancejr@yahoo.com
http://www.kafakumba.org

