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Personal Reflections 

Just a'er Easter my sister, Kendra Enright, who lost her husband John three-and-half 
years ago, asked me what I thought about visi=ng my children and family in the States 
for the anniversary of Debbie’s death. I didn’t know what to think. She had researched 
flights and knew that Stacie, Joshua and other family members wanted to have some 
‘physical’ contact and cry, grieve and be together for some closure. She said she would 
fly with me, as it would be a difficult trip.  

She =med it perfectly. Low volume of 
passengers. From Dubai, UAE, to 
Chicago (a 15-hour flight) there were 
only 55 passengers on a plane with over 
350 seats! Social distancing was not a 
problem, and we both had 4 seats in a 
row to stretch out on and sleep! We 
arrived in Chicago the 26th of April and 
overnighted at O’Hare.  

The next morning we got the first of 2 
Pfizer vaccina=ons (which is more 
effec=ve on the African variant). We 
quaran=ned for 10 days! I finished 
quaran=ne in =me to be at Abbie’s 
(Stacie’s oldest) birthday party and with 
FAMILY! Then we celebrated Mother’s 
Day and focused on what Mama Debbie 
would have wanted for her children and 
family.  

Then came the 20th of May, 2021 – the 
first anniversary of Debbie’s death. Debbie would have wanted to go to Outback for 
Prime Rib, but we sedled for Dairy Queen with the 6 grandchildren she le' behind! 
They enjoyed the ‘party’ in Grandma’s honor.  

Then we planted a tree in memory of Debbie at our home. We all gathered around the 
hole and shared some memories and moments. We had prayer together, then planted 
the tree. The grandchildren all got in on the project by carrying handfuls of dirt and 
placing them in the hole around the newly planted tree. We cried and hugged and 
laughed about funny memories and loved on each other in true Mama Debbie fashion. 
It was a hard day and bidersweet for all of us, but a necessary =me to physically be 
together as family.  
 
Kendra and I returned to Zambia on the 7th of June. The =me in the States was 
precious and necessary. 

I want to thank you all for your prayer support and understanding at this =me. It was a 
difficult decision for me NOT to visit churches or do any speaking, but to be with and 
focus my =me and energy on family. I hope to return to the States some=me in 2022 
for church visita=on and speaking. Thank you for allowing me that =me and for your 
understanding, encouragement and support. 
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Pastor’s School 
Cancelled 

Due to the COVID pandemic 
Kafakumba Pastor’s School has 
been cancelled this year. We 
have students from Congo, 
Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Namibia, 
and Zambia, and for their 
personal safety we have re-
scheduled for March/April of 
2022.  

On a sad note, one of our dear 
pastors, a 2017 graduate of KPS, 
Pastor Kasongo, died of 
complica=ons from COVID and 
diabetes. He was serving the 
Lusaka district in development, 
outreach and evangelism. He 
was an excellent student, pastor, 
and a dear friend. He leaves a 
widow and several children.  

A NEW DAY IN MISSION 
Kafakumba Training Center | Zambia, Africa

Pastor Kasongo at 2017 Graduation

Planting a Tree in Deb’s Honor
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Hammer Mill Project 
A big shout out to my home church of 
Fowler UMC for stepping up to purchase 
the hammer mill! They surpassed the 
purchase price of the machine. Having 
farmers in the church, they knew we 
would need accessories, parts, and 
shelter for the hammer mill.  

Joined by several churches and 
individuals, we now have everything in 
hand and are building the shelter. This 
will enable us to mill our own grain for 
chicken feed. It will serve the community 
with a means to mill their corn, beans, 
and cassava, and provide for the widows 
feeding program.  

Ken’s Health 
Upon returning to Zambia in June, I came down with malaria. This was as I was also 
figh=ng jet-lag. I took the malaria cure and was somewhat beder, but a'er another 
week got deathly ill. Tests revealed a viral infec=on that had compromised the malaria 
treatment.  

The doctor ordered another round of the malaria medica=on, along with several 
potent an=bio=cs and other meds. I was not as sick as I was with typhoid fever and 
malaria seven years ago, but this was a close second. The chills associated with the 
malaria sent me into another world. I was shaking uncontrollably for up to two hours 
at a =me from the bone chills that I experienced at the height of the adack. It has 
taken me two months to finally overcome the effects of the double whammy. I am 
fine, just weak from all that my body encountered. Again, thank you for all your 
prayers! 

Soy Bean Harvest - A Record! 
Our soy bean crop was a success! We harvested by cumng the plants at the ground 
and drying, then shelling the beans from the stocks by hand. For Zambia, a good 
harvest is 25 bushels to the acre. We harvested 50 Bushels! The work was done by 
hand; preparing the ground, plan=ng, and weeding. We were shocked but overjoyed.  

I credit this to our research both online and visits to Purdue University and personal 
experience. Growing up in Benton County (Northwest of Lafayede, IN) and pastoring 
Richland Chapel (Grant/Miami County, Marion, IN) gave me some hands-on 
experience. Now the work begins. Farmers have come to see and are ready to learn. 
Our efforts in economic development are working in the agricultural community 
which, in turn, affects the popula=on at large.  

Finances 
“God’s =ming is ALWAYS perfect!” A quote from a dear friend who has supported and 
visited Zambia several =mes. God has provided as the needs arise. We thank you for 
your con=nued prayer and financial support without which we would not be able to do 
what we are doing. The months of July, August and September are lean months, and 
we plan accordingly. I want to apologize for my lagging response to many who have 
wriden, prayed, and supported in the passing of Debbie last year. Debbie handled the 
finances and wrote leders, thanking you for contribu=ons and support. I am deeply in 
your debt for your faithfulness, love, and support. God bless each of you.  

Please note that you can con=nue to support this work and ministry by sending your 
gi's made out to MARION MISSION STOREHOUSE and earmarked “Ken Vance” with 
designa=on as to specific project. The MMS has been a source of giving and 
partnership for over 50 years! Recently there were major repairs required to the MMS 
building at a substan=al cost. Any extra funds available could also be sent to MMS and 
earmarked for “building repairs”. 
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Ongoing Support 

Funds, for both projects and salary, 
can be sent to:  

Marion Mission Storehouse 
PO Box 38 

Marion, IN 46952  

and earmarked for Salary, or the 
various projects: Widows, Pastors 
School, Fisenge Church, or ChicKENS.  

The Marion Mission Storehouse is 
501c3 tax exempt. 

Contact Info 
Ken Vance  

P O Box 70839 
Ndola Zambia Africa  

8445 E 300 S  
Marion IN 46953  

260-968400364 
(Zambia cell phone)  

kenvancejr@yahoo.com  
kenvancejr@gmail.com 

www.kafakumba.org  

For informa=on about the Vance’s, 
contact Shirley Dominick at: 

dominickshirley@gmail.com  
765.427.7869

Installing the Hammer Mill

mailto:kenvancejr@yahoo.com
mailto:kenvancejr@gmail.com
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