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Debbie’s Health 
Situation 

On Sunday, March 17, Debbie 
had a fall that broke her right 
leg at the femur just above her 
knee. We were able to get an 
x-ray and confirmed the break. 
Surgery was required. It was 
not possible for her to return to 
the States or to have surgery 
in Zambia. South Africa was 
her only option for surgery. 

It was a near “impossible” 
event getting her to South 
Africa. We were able to get a 
flight on Tuesday, the 19th of 
March, but when the pilot saw 

her being brought to the plane on a stretcher from an ambulance 
he refused to take her! We pleaded for some time and only after 
Debbie was able to sit up for the pilot to show him she could make 
the trip (a 2-hour commercial flight from Ndola to Johannesburg) 
did he allow her passage. Four men carried her in a wheel chair up 
the stairs to board the plane for the flight. 

Upon arriving in South Africa she was taken by ambulance to the 
hospital and admitted.  Her Doctor arrived to see her within an 
hour after she was admitted. Surgery was scheduled for Friday, 
the 22nd of March. 

Prepping her for surgery, they found her hemoglobin was very low. 
She required 2 units of blood prior to surgery, and then 2 more 
during surgery. Surgery involved removing the old knee prosthesis, 
followed by a complete knee replacement and bone repair. Debbie 
was in ICU for 4 days with complications with her heart rate and 
kidneys. Once stabilized she was transferred to the ortho ward to 
begin physical therapy. She remained hospitalized 2 weeks 
followed by 2 weeks of physical therapy and rehabilitation prior to 
our return to Zambia. 

Continued on Page 2
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Ken’s Father’s Death 

While in South Africa for 
Debbie’s surgery we got 
word that Ken’s 95-year-
old father passed away. 
Debbie’s sister arrived to 
assist Debbie, and Ken 
was able to travel to the 
U.S. for his father’s 
funeral. 

Ken was touched and 
blessed by how God 
provided for him to be with 
his family during this time 
of loss. He was able to 
return to South Africa to 
assist Debbie in her return 
trip to Zambia.

Ongoing Finances 

Funds, for both projects 
and salary, can be sent, made 
payable to: 

Marion Mission Storehouse
P.O. Box 38

Marion, IN 46952 

and earmarked for Salary 
or the various projects: 
Widows, Pastors School, 
Fisenge Church, or 
ChicKENS. The Marion 
Mission Storehouse is 
501c3 tax exempt.
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“Debbie’s Health” from Page 1

Ken’s sister, Kendra Enright, travelled with us to South Africa and 
spent a week helping us get through the trauma of the situation 
and surgery. After Kendra returned to Zambia, Debbie’s sister, 
Kathy Beck, traveled from the U.S. to South Africa to assist. She 
accompanied us back to Zambia and remained with us for a 
month. Kathy, a nurse, took charge of Debbie’s regimen of 
medicines, therapy and the works. 

Debbie is making progress, and three months post-op she has 
come a long way. She is walking with a walker and soon to 
graduate to a cane. She feels she should be doing better by now, 
but it is a long process. 

Meanwhile, in Zambia… 
     Pastor’s School was held at Kafakumba in March and April.  Ken 
was present for the start of school but with Debbie’s medical 
emergency had to miss this session. Twenty-five pastors graduated 
this year in a big celebration. 

Fisenge UMC continues in our discipleship program, and many are 
experiencing growth in their personal and spiritual lives. Our many 
projects (Pastor’s School, Widows, Cassava and chicKENs and the 
agricultural empowerment programs, etc) have continued to develop 
and flourish. We are very encouraged with the growth and maturity of 
the church and work in Zambia. We thank you for your continued 
involvement both prayer and financial.

Visit to the States 

Ken and Debbie will be in the 
States late September through 
Christmas for a visit, rest, family 
time, and will be available for 
speaking engagements. 

To schedule the Vance’s please 
contact Shirley Dominick 
shirley.dominick@gmail.com 
phone: 765.413.2966

Contact Info 
Ken and Debbie Vance,  P O Box 70839, Ndola Zambia Africa 

8445 E 300 S, Marion IN 46953 

260-968400364
(Zambia cell phone) 

kenvancejr@yahoo.com or kenvancejr@gmail.com
www.kafakumba.org 
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Deepest Thanks for 
Financial Assistance

We are touched to the core 
and humbled by the 
tremendous outpouring of 
God’s love in prayer and 
financial support for Debbie’s 
medical emergency. “My God 
shall supply all your needs 
according to His riches in 
glory.” 

We were between the rock 
and hard place. We had to 
pay “cash” for the surgery up 
front. We did not have it. We 
prayed and dear friends led by 
Pastor Mike Dominick and the 
Enright  Foundation Ministry 
staff sent out a financial 
appeal on Debbie’s behalf. 
Overnight over $15,000 was 
raised. 

The hospital agreed to allow 
the surgery to proceed based 
on this “down payment” with 
the balance to be paid prior to 
being discharged. The surgery 
and hospital expenses totaled 
over $35,000.

Enough funds were collected 
to pay for Debbie’s surgery, 
hospital expenses of labs, 
tests, surgery, etc. along with 
living expenses while in 
South Africa including 
transportation to and from 
South Africa. 

In addition, enough funds 
are still in the Medical 
Emergency Fund for the 
replacement of the other 
knee, which the surgeon in 
South Africa indicates will 
need to be done soon.  

Thank you is inadequate for 
your show of love and 
support through the many 
prayers and the financial 
support from family, friends, 
supporters and churches.

mailto:shirley.dominick@gmail.com
mailto:kenvancejr@yahoo.com
mailto:kenvancejr@gmail.com
http://www.kafakumba.org

	Ken’s Father’s Death
	Deepest Thanks for Financial Assistance
	Meanwhile, in Zambia…
	Visit to the States
	Contact Info

