
Series: Living In Light & Love (1 John)

Sermon: God’s Love In Us, Part 1

Text: 1 John 4:7-21


Introduction: 

• “Agape”- 27 times in this section 

• “eros”- an intoxicating, impulsive love. 

• “phileo”- the warm affection of deep friendship; built on 

common interest.

• “Agape”- unconditional, selfless love that expects nothing in 

return for its affections and benevolence. 

• “Brethren, let us love one another”… (Verse 1, 11, 23) 

1. Love is who God IS (verses 7-8)


• Verse 7- love is of God

• Verse 8- God is love

• 1 John 1:5… “God is light”

• Hebrews 10:29… “God is a consuming fire” 


• Our view of love can’t define God.

John 13:1- Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew 
that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto 
the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end.


2. Love is why God DIED (verses 9-11)

“In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God 
sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we ought also to love one another.”

• ultimate expression of God’s love- Jesus Christ and His 

substitutionary death on the cross!

• Acts 2:23- Him (Jesus), being delivered by the determinate 

counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and slain:

• “God the Son satisfied the worthy demands of holy justice 

against sinners; by serving their death sentence – taking 
their place as both dying man and infinite God.” Davey 




• Because God is love, Christ was our propitiation 
(substitute)…

• 2 Corinthians 5:21- For he hath made him to be sin 

for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.


• Galatians 3:13- Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us:


• Isaiah 53:5-6… But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all.


• Ephesians 2:4-5… But God, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us,5 Even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)


• John 3:16- For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


• John 15:13- Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends.


3. Love is what God DOES (verses 12-16)

• 1 John 4:12- No man hath seen God at any time. If we love 

one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected 
in us.


• “God’s love is made real, tangible, concrete in and through 
the Christian fellowship, when the children of God practice 
love toward one another.” Unknown


4. Love is what God DEMANDS (verses 19-21)


