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Of Teacups and Friends
This was read by Becca (Edwards) Wright at the
Calvary’s Ladies Tea in 2014 or 2015
Have you ever really looked at teacups and saucers? There are many similarities
among them, yet many differences. Some cups and saucers are perfectly matched,
while others are not. The “mismatched” ones have been bought together by a
curious happenstance of time and need.
A number are dainty and delicate and appear to be too fragile to use. Others are
sturdy and appear to be strong — what my grandmother would have referred to
as “wholesome.”
Some give the appearance of being flawless — no chips, cracks, or imperfections.
Others have obvious flaws that are visible to anyone who glances in their
direction. There are even those that have been shattered, only to have been
lovingly, even painstakingly, repaired, and mended, now ready to serve again.
Many cups are beautiful to behold in style and decor with colors from the
rainbow. Can you imagine how boring it would be if they were all the same
color? Others are plain in appearance–or worse, they seem to have no beauty at
all to the casual observer.
Perhaps you have a cup-and-saucer set that is very expensive, even rare. Or,
maybe you have in your possession a very inexpensive, common set–one that
looks just like all the others and sort of “blends in” with the group.
Some are brand new–never even used for the purpose for which they were
intended, but anxious to serve still in their future. Some have been used countless
times, with many opportunities to serve still in their future.
Many cups are easy to hold. They fit in your hand perfectly! So easy to use, so
accommodating. A few are awkward; they don’t feel comfortable; they are just
downright difficult to handle.
Some claim they have “served their time.” They are chipped, worn, and would
just like to sit on the shelf and be admired for their work. But others want to be
used until the very end, fearful that they will be put on the shelf and forgotten.
And have you noticed? Some are capable of holding much more than others.
Some are part of a set with many matching pieces. A number are one of a kindunique-not part of a set, but wanting to belong to the group.
Some can be tossed into the dishwater–“DURABLE,” they say. Others must be
treated gently–“HAND-WASHED,” not subjected to severe changes in
temperature.
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Yet with all their many differences and similarities, all cups and saucers were designed for a common
purpose. Perhaps you have heard and in all probability have even used the phrase, “tea service.” You see,
cups and saucers were created to serve.
Teacups and friends?–the comparison is obvious. We too have many similarities, but many differences,
many unique characteristics. We are all different, yet all needed. Fortunately, it takes all of us, each
with her gifts and talents, to serve the needs of God’s children.
Next time you pick up a teacup, think of a friend.
Linda Gaither

(please see page 5 for some pictures of the Ladies Teas)

Calvary Calendar for September

Calvary will remain closed until further notice.
The “live” video taping of the guest pastors will continue as long as possible and will be available on
Sunday morning on Facebook, YouTube, or the Calvary webpage.
Sunday, September 6

11 am Communion Sunday - Guest Pastor: Reverend Fred Weimert

Sunday, September 13

11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend Steve Hollaway

Sunday, September 20

11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend Dr. James Di Raddo

Sunday, September 27

11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend Dr. James Di Raddo

$3000 needed to make our goal to send 500 boxes!
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Teacups and Mugs from Calvary (pray for your Calvary friends)

Rudraksha
“Favorite color”

Tammy and Ken Geelhaar favorite

From Ann Earles:
John Earles’ mug, Ann’s mug
and Lynette’s mug
My favorite coffee mug on the right. It is from a dear
college friend who filled it with chocolates on Valentine's
Day. The other is a picture of my lovely daughter-in-law
on the day of their engagement Kathy Wright
Tamar Hale
(for tea only, not coffee ! )

The Rays teacups
Top R: Ann’s mothers favorite, Top left: “Chinese
teacup” from Loretta from Norway, Bottom R:
Fred’s favorite (horses), Bottom left: Ann’s favorite

This belonged to my mother-a set of 8 with
cake plates which she used when she hosted
her bridge group in her home.
Wendy " "
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Tiny paper cache teacup made by Mary
Frantz. Mary presented these little
teacups to the ladies in Annie Armstrong
Circle in 2008.
Judy Weimert
Wedding gift from her aunt

This teacup belongs to
Linda Linley and was given to
her by Phyllis Cooper

Teacups and mugs from the Duncans
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Teacups and Mugs from Calvary (pray for your Calvary friends)

From Heather Mager
This one belonged to my
grandmother, Jacqueline
Schaefer

Teacup from
Susan and Bruce
Edwards
These two mini sets belonged to
Leona’s great grandmother Zella Mager

Landon and Audrey Armstrong
enjoying their tea party

Lucy Miller’s
125th Anniversary Cup

Nancy Edwards’ favorite teacups

Stephen Mealy’s favorite
teacup (He was one of our
elegant servers at the teas)

Favorite teacups from
Doris Hoyer & first time she took a photo from her smart phone!#

Antique teacups from Nancy Medinger
Mugs from the Akaolisa family!
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Pictures from Past Calvary Ladies Teas 2014-2016
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Terry Dunkin resigned his position as a Calvary Trustee on July 29.
Thank you to Terry for his many hours of dedicated work on the
Calvary Council.
Although Terry will no longer be on the Church Council, he still
remains actively involved in the Pastor Search Committee .

To the members and family of Calvary Baptist Church,
As of now, we have received applications from 24 pastoral
candidates with the assumption that we could receive a few more
before the end of the summer. It is a big number and
we praise God for encouraging the committee and our church with
such a strong response.
Although this is a much greater number than we anticipated, you should know that not every candidate met
the educational or "years of experience" requirements we were looking for in our pastoral candidate. We
have received a full range of denominational backgrounds, degrees and years of experience. However,
because you were so diligent in filling out our survey and conveying what you found most important in a
pastor, we were able to articulate a very clear and honest list of requirements we would want before
considering anyone for the interviewing process.
It only takes one, the one that God has for us and we know that. Therefore we are asking that you continue
to pray with us that God will help us sort through the good and the not so good ☺ and find that perfect
shepherd who he has already selected to lead and preach the word of God at Calvary Baptist.
In finding the right candidate we understand that we (the church) and the candidate need to come to an
agreement on a series of expectations and requirements. With that, we are learning that our financial
package, for which we had actively sought and received guidance from Dr James Harrison, might not totally
be in line with the type of candidates we garner with the level of experience and educational background we
desire. We do not view this as a major roadblock in our search, but instead, part of the learning process as we
proceed in executing this responsibility given to us by the congregation.
We are not asking anything from you other than prayer for God to help either lead us to a pastor who is
comfortable with the financial package we are offering, or to help us procure the necessary funds that are
appropriate for the position we seek and yet doesn't overextend the yearly fiscal budget of Calvary. Again,
we firmly believe that God already has the perfect choice for us. A pastor who is comfortable with all that
we are asking and all that we are offering. We just need to continue to be diligent and focused in our search,
continue to pray and continue to trust in him.
In Christ,
The Calvary Baptist Church Pastoral Search Committee

calvarybaptist-towson.org

Email: cbctowson@gmail.com

September Newsletter 2020

Page 7 of 7

Rudraksha Jhaveri submitted this as one of her favorite hymns for our Hymn Sing in
May 2019. Rudraksha says: "Makes me feel closer to God”.

GREAT HYMNS OF OUR FAITH
Nearer, My God, to Thee

(Red hymnal, No. 458)

This beautiful hymn, a favorite of many, was actually written to follow a pastor's sermon on Genesis
28:11-19--Jacob's ladder, or Jacob's dream. Jacob falls asleep on a stone and dreams of a ladder stretching
between Heaven and Earth, thronged with angels ascending and descending. God stands at the top of the
ladder and promises to give Jacob the land of Canaan. The ladder connecting Heaven and Earth can be seen as
a type, or foreshadowing of the Cross, of Jesus Himself, who has provided the way for our fellowship with
Him to be restored. He IS the way! This is referred to in the first verse "E'en tho' it be a cross that raiseth
me."
There are actually several additional verses that don't appear in our hymnal. I would encourage you to read
them at some point; they may be found online, or in different hymnals. I include one of these verses here for
you. It usually appears as a second verse to the hymn. "Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down,
Darkness be over me, my rest a stone, Yet in my dreams I'd be, nearer my God, to Thee." (etc.) This speaks of
Jacob falling asleep on the stone, and dreaming of the ladder between Heaven and Earth.
The verse that appears as Verse 2 in our hymnal speaks of the ladder (steps unto Heav'n), and the angels. The
final verse in our hymnal speaks of Jacob awakening after his wonderful dream from God, revealing God's
promise to him. He awakens praising God! "Bethel" literally means "house of God," so this is what Jacob
names this place after his divine encounter with God.
The first time I ever heard this hymn was as a very young child, probably no more than 3 or 4 years old. I
first heard it in Ocean Grove, New Jersey, in the Great Auditorium there. At that time, it was a custom for the
organist to simulate the sounds of a storm, using special effects on that magnificent organ. If I remember
correctly, they even flashed the lights on and off to simulate lightning effects. There were also thunder and
wind sounds. Finally, as the "storm" subsided, the organist blended into a beautiful, soft rendition of this
hymn "Nearer, My God, to Thee." It was most effective. I never forgot it, and I have loved this beautiful
hymn ever since that day.
May this be our abiding prayer always, to walk ever nearer to God.

Joyce Keedy

Helen Ross and family wish to thank Calvary for the plant, cards
and prayers sent in remembrance of Bob Ross.
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