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calvarybaptist-towson.org Email: cbctowson@gmail.com 

120 W. Pennsylvania Avenue, Towson, Maryland 21204 
Phone: 410-825-3360 or 410-823-5282 

Co-Pastors: Reverend Dr. William Sean Lee and Reverend Sarah W. Lee

Calvary Baptist Church 
Find Your Heart in the Heart of Towson – Join Us for Sunday Worship Service

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 

8:30 am – 2 pm 
Closed on Fridays 

11:00 am Sunday 
Worship Service  

Wednesday Programs 
Prayer & Bible Study: 

• 9:30 am: Joyce Keedy  
• 7 pm: Pastor Sean 

Choir Practice: 
 •  6:30 pm: Motley Choir  
 •  7 pm: Handbell Choir 

Adult Sunday School 

•  9:45 am led by Tom 
Proveaux 

Crossing the Jordan 

You, Calvary Baptist Church of Towson, Maryland are beginning the 
process of seeking the next Pastor(s) to lead you as we retire from 
vocational ministry. As God leads clergy to and from the pastoral 
ministry at Calvary, the congregation has been successfully finding 
new leadership for over 127 years. Let us share with you how the 
process works: 

- Remember that God is in control, the Church belongs to the Lord, 
and pray that the Holy Spirit guides the person called by God to the 
pastoral ministry at Calvary. 

- Dr. James Harrison, Executive Minister for the American Baptist 
Churches of the South (ABCOTS) is contacted for wisdom, support 
and guidance, as requested. 

- Guided by the leadership of the Chairperson of Trustees, the 
congregation will vote to approve a slate of church members to 
serve as a Pastoral Search Committee. This is usually a small (5-7 
members) group that represents the diversity of Calvary.  

- As an American Baptist Church, the Search Committee will follow 
a set process that identifies the character of our congregation and 
the desired characteristics of the next pastor. Working with Dr. 
Harrison, this information is then sent to the American Baptist 
Personnel Service (ABPS). ABPS has a data base of clergy that are 
open to God’s call. ABPS will send the profiles of clergy that best 
match what Calvary is seeking for consideration. 

- The Search Committee will prayerfully evaluate each candidate 
and determine which they think is God’s choice for Calvary. That 
individual will then come to Calvary to worship, preach, and meet 
with the congregation. 

All Saints Day
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Children and Youth Sunday Morning Programs: 

• 9:45 - 10:45    One Room Sunday School for Children of all Ages 
• 10:45 - 12:00  Nursery (newborn - 3 years) 
• 11:15 - 12:00  Children's Church (3 years to 5th grade) 
• 11:15 - 12:00  Youth Connection on the 2nd & 4th Sundays (5th-10th graders)

       Lectionary Readings for October

Oct. 6:     Lamentations 3:19-26; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 
Oct. 13:   Psalm 111; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 
Oct. 20:   Jeremiah 31:27-34; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 
Oct. 27:   Joel 2:23-32; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

- A special called business meeting, per the Church Constitution guidelines, is then held to vote 
on the proposed candidate. If a favorable majority vote is cast, the candidate is notified that 
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, Calvary extends to the candidate a call to ministry as 
Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church. 

This process can take some time and should not be rushed. Usually an Interim Minister is hired to 
fill the pulpit during the search process. 

Change can cause some angst. When the Israelites left Moses behind and followed Joshua across 
the Jordan River into the promised land, they needed reassurance that God was with Joshua as He 
had been with Moses. As always, God came through. “God is God all by himself!” This was the 
declaration of a Christian woman facing tremendous challenges and changes in her life. She was 
proclaiming her belief that God would be with her as He always had no matter the changes around 
her. So, God is also with Calvary Baptist Church as you “cross this Jordan!” Trust God, and fear 
nothing, for God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

In Christ, 

Pastors Sarah and Sean 
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Calvary Calendar for October and Upcoming Events

Sunday, October.6 11 am Communion Sunday  

Monday, October 7 Calvary Church Day of Prayer – day after communion service, as a congregation 
praying together for the membership, spiritual growth, and programs of our church.

Tuesday, October 8 7 pm Deacons Meeting

Saturday, October 12 9:30 am Trustees Meeting

Sunday,  October 13 11 am Worship Service

Sunday, October 20 11 am Worship Service  

Saturday, October 26 9-11 am 7th Man at Bob Evans on Joppa Road, Towson

Saturday, October 26 9:30 am Trustees Meeting

Sunday, October 27 11 am Worship Service 

Sunday, November 3 9-10:30 Mission Breakfast with guest speaker, Jae Stockton. Breakfast will be served 
at 9 am in the Fellowship Hall (see flyer page 6)

Monday, November 11 10-12 am Christmas Shoe Box (Fill It and Pack It) - To have the youth and anyone 
else from church interested in coming to fill up the shoe boxes - Rudraksha Jhaveri

Sunday, December 8 11 am Children and Youth Christmas Play 
Annual Christmas Dinner in Fellowship Hall after the service
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BEAUTIFUL STARS IN THE SKY 

I dream of a beautiful evening so fair 
When the daylight hours have gone by, 

With the chirp of the crickets in the warm summer air 
And the beautiful stars in the sky. 

The night spreads its blanket through town and through field 
When the peace of the evening draws nigh, 

And then is God's glorious handwork revealed 
Of the beautiful stars in the sky. 

And one day, when I hear the whole universe sing 
To praise its Creator on high, 

I will join its bright anthem and praise my great King 
With the beautiful stars in the sky. 

Joyce Keedy, 2019 
“I am currently in the process of preparing my ninth book of poems for submission to 
the publisher. This poem will be included in my new book. It speaks of the joyful 
wonder we feel when we see the beautiful stars in the night sky, and know they are 
there to praise their Creator. Our songs of praise to Him add a new, glorious 
dimension to the wondered praise of the universe for its Creator; for not only is He 
our Creator, He is our beloved Lord and  Savior Jesus. May He be praised forever!”

Please return your Spiritual Pledge Slip for 2020  
by October 15th
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Calvary Christmas Shoebox Ministry - Update 

The much awaited shoe boxes have arrived and have been conveniently located at both the 
entrances. Please write your name and number of shoe boxes picked up so we can keep a 
record of the boxes. 
Feel free to fill the boxes with goodies for kids (list is available in the July and August  
newsletters). 
If you'd like to donate towards the shoe boxes, $20 will help fill one shoe box. 
Also, if you have new stuff that you don't use/need like toiletries (travel size will do), 
promotional gift items, toys, stationary items etc. — please place those in donation bins which 
have been placed at both the entrances 

Rudraksha Jhaveri

It is time for Calvary Baptist to participate in the Assistance Center of 
Towson Churches ( ACTC) annual Thanksgiving Basket Project. Each 
year, ACTC provides food baskets to families in need. The combined 
efforts of the Towson community and our supporting churches have 
always been magnificent. Last year Calvary reached its goal of 50 
baskets.  This year, we would like to increase our goal to 60 food baskets. 
I know with God’s blessing we can do it again! We have provided several 
options to help you reach this goal. Please read our list of suggestions and 
try to incorporate them in your Thanksgiving shopping. You may also 

provide a monetary contribution by placing cash or check in the offering plate and  designate for ACTC 
Thanksgiving baskets.  You may leave the food baskets downstairs in the kitchen on the outer counter. 
We need all food baskets and monetary donations by November 19, 2019. 

ACTC Thanksgiving Bag Checklists can be picked from the bulletin board at the glass door or the table 
in the sanctuary with the devotional books. Please use this checklist when shopping and then attach to 
your bag(s). 

Brenda Rann 
 410-825-0120
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Church Leadership-When you are feeling tired in your ministry 

I was reading an article in the Children’s Ministry Magazine that has to do with taking 
care of yourself as a church leader, entitled “Soul Care". It was written by Kathie 
Phillips, and she shares some great points for church leaders, who are overworked or 
overwhelmed; however, these points also are applicable to even those who aren’t. These 
words of wisdom apply to all leaders, not just those who work with children. Each point 
focuses on what seems to be a noble virtue, but is actually a contributor to ministry 
fatigue.  

1.   Not Saying “No"-sometimes we take on too much because we haven’t 
mastered the art of saying “no”. Agreeing to help with ministry that does not 
match our spiritual gifts is a formula for frustration. We need to operate out 
of the spiritual gifts the Holy Spirit has given us so we won’t be 
overwhelmed and can find joy in serving the Lord. 

2.   Staying too Long-Sometimes we need to move on from a ministry where we 
are no longer effective, and recognize the call of God to move on to another 
place of service. Staying in a ministry out of a fear of change isn’t healthy 
for you and especially for the ministry you are leading. 

3.   Creating a Poor Ministry Structure-If you believe you alone are responsible 
for all of your ministry’s success, you are setting yourself up to fail. Part of 
your role in your ministry is to equip others and to not hold on to your 
ministry with a tight, closed fist. And speaking of holding on to your 
ministry…. 

4.   Holding on Too Tightly-Remember the ministry you oversee isn’t YOURS, 
it belongs to God. The moment we hold on too tightly to what isn’t ours, we 
adopt an unhealthy ministry mindset. And finally, 

5.   Not Growing Spiritually-How can you be a ministry leader if you are not 
growing in your faith? If you aren’t feeding yourself spiritually, your soul 
becomes depleted. You are cutting your ministry and those around you short 
if you aren’t studying God’s word.  Bible Study!!!! 

Hope these points will aid you as you move forward this year in your service to God!     

Pastor Sarah 
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JAE STOCKTON 
will be our Guest Speaker, from Baja Baptist Seminary 

in Mexicali, Baja California, Mexico

  CBC Fellowship Hall 
  Sunday, 9am - 10:30 am 
Jae is a newly commissioned IM global servant, an information technologist who will provide 
technical assistance to seminary students and church leaders, both at the Mexicali campus and at 
other seminaries in the region. She will also provide assistance for the online Masters in 
Theological Studies in Latino/a Ministries, a joint effort with Palmer Seminary of Eastern 
University through which International Ministries and American Baptist Home Mission Societies 
personnel train church leaders throughout the Americas. Jae will also support the Baja Baptist 
Seminary programs of Evangelism and Discipleship.  

PLEASE LET BRENDA RANN KNOW IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING SO 
WE CAN PREPARE THE MEAL   410-825-0120 

3
NOVEMBER


